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KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Minister of State
for Municipal Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Mojel, the 3rd
Consulting Services for the Development Plan Forum
(ENCON3) kicked off on Tuesday at Crowne Plaza
Hotel under the slogan “Completing the plans of the
electronic portal for permits and addressing the chal-
lenges of building and housing plans”.

The event is organized by the Federation of
Kuwait Engineering Offices and Consultant Houses
(KFEOCH) from Jan 10 to 12 to discuss plans for dig-
itizing the permits system and automated integration
between concerned institutions in the public and pri-
vate sectors.

In his opening remarks, Assistant Undersecretary
for Affairs of the Capital and Jahra Governorates at
the Municipality Ministry Thamer Al-Mutairi
affirmed the construction and housing sector in
Kuwait faces real challenges, especially private hous-
ing, such as a shortage of skilled manpower and
paucity of building materials and equipment. He said
the ENCON3 forum aims to present all challenges
that construction and housing are facing locally and
globally, along with security problems.

Mutairi indicated one of the problems facing this
sector is global logistical services, which negatively
affect the plans set for the completion of construc-
tion of private and national housing projects, point-
ing out these projects of various types and sizes
constitute an important part of the ongoing vital
economic cycle.

Bader Al-Salman, President of KFEOCH, said the

forum aims to study the best ways to achieve devel-
oping a unified permits system portal for licensing
related to construction projects of all kinds, as well as
studying the challenges and solutions for the overall
status of development and housing projects in
Kuwait. “The forum also aims to identify the required
solutions to remove obstacles that face planning and
implementing projects, including creating a frame-
work for following up implementation and applying
effective governance procedures during the imple-
mentation stages,” he said.

Salman revealed the forum shed light on needed
actions in terms of reviewing legislation, procedures
and regulations related to projects to enhance the

role of engineering offices and the advisory role in
development of plans. “The forum will host several
panel discussions and lectures in which specialized
experts from the public and private sectors will par-
ticipate to contribute to developing a roadmap to
achieve the goals,” he said.

Mishary Al-Muhailan, Chief Development Officer,
said this forum is one-of-its-kind, as it addresses an
important issue related to construction and housing
that affects many citizens, adding the panel discus-
sions bring together experts with successful knowl-
edge backgrounds, capable of combining their
efforts with government agencies to cooperate in
addressing more than 90,000 existing housing

requests so far, with more than 140,000 Kuwaiti
families on the waiting list.

“The private sector is able if given the appropriate
opportunity to contribute effectively to resolving the
housing crisis that the country has been suffering for
decades by contributing to development processes,
as most countries have done regionally and interna-
tionally,” Muhailan noted. He indicated Kuwaiti real
estate companies are pioneers in this field and have a
proven record of success in completing housing
projects inside and outside Kuwait, affirming the
Hessah Al-Mubarak District is one of the largest
housing projects of the United Real Estate Company
in Kuwait, and has won multiple awards.
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ENCON3 kicks off, addresses Kuwait’s
building and housing sector challenges

Forum seeks to develop a unified permits system portal for licensing 

Thamer Al-Mutairi

KU holds 43rd
architecture 
exhibition
KUWAIT: Under the sponsorship of Interior
Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences, Kuwait
University has opened its 43rd architecture exhibition
at the conference center at Sabah Al-Salem
University City. 

The opening was attended by a number of officials
including Education Minister Hamad Al-Adwani,
Public Works Minister Amani Bugammaz, Housing
Minister Ammar Al-Ajmi and Acting Director of
Kuwait University Dr Suad Al-Fadhli, among others.

Sheikh Talal expressed pride in the opening of the
exhibition, which has produced exceptional national
staff and excellent achievements. “The past 20 years
of the exhibition produced many great engineers who
have presented over 3,000 architectural projects,” he
said.  “The exhibition is considered a beacon and an
encouraging environment for the culture of creativity

and invention, which showcases students’ abilities,”
Adwani said.

Dr Fadhli said the exhibition embodies the insis-
tence of the university to showcase students’ talents
in belief of their capabilities to be the architects of the
future. “The university aims to be a leader in graduat-
ing architects that are capable of joining the work-
force in line with the New Kuwait 2035 vision, as their
participation is appreciated by all the sponsors of this
event,” she added.

“The foundation is adamant in supporting this
exceptional event, as it is a part of the Kuwaiti scien-
tific community. It is a chance to meet and accredit a
new list of innovators from the exceptional Kuwaiti
youth who are able to develop their projects to be of
great economic value,” KFAS Director Dr Khaled Al-
Fadhel said.  “The future necessitates the adoption of
science and knowledge as foundations for the sus-
tainability of development and the development of
society by encouraging talented people, supporting
researchers, stimulating knowledge giving and spon-
soring scientific research,” he added.

The event included a visual presentation of the
visions of the architectural exhibition and the
announcement of the awards presented by the spon-
soring companies. The aim of this exhibition is to dis-

play projects created by college students for the final
year of the engineering design course. It includes sci-
entific projects from various scientific disciplines of
the college, namely civil engineering, mechanical
engineering, industrial engineering, chemical engi-
neering, electrical engineering, computer engineering
and petroleum engineering. The College of Sciences,
College of Life Sciences and College of Architecture
participated with 296 male and female students and
78 projects.

Traffic dept issues
45 citations
KUWAIT: The traffic department in
Farwaniya governorate concluded a traffic
campaign against truck drivers and public
transport buses on Wednesday, which resulted
in more than 45 traffic citations issued. “These
heavy vehicles violated rules regarding park-
ing locations and caused traffic jams in the
area. Most of these vehicles have also violated
safety and environmental regulations,” an MoI
source told Kuwait Times. 

“The campaign found iqama violations by
people related to heavy vehicles, as they are
awaiting fixing their legal status. Some have
exceeded months of their permitted stay, while
others exceeded a year of violation, which will
lead to deportation without being allowed into
the country again,” the source said. 
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