
KUWAIT: The World Health Organization (WHO)
stressed the importance of building a climate-flexi-
ble health system in Kuwait in order to achieve sus-
tainable development targets and determine the
health critical risks of climate, shedding light on
requirements of adaption, WHO Representative in
Kuwait Dr Asad Hafeez said Wednesday. 

At the national workshop, Dr Hafeez added that
“It is critical to build a climate resilient health sys-
tem in Kuwait, towards this end, identifying climate
sensitive health risks now and in the future, under-
standing groups of people that are the most vulner-
able, and highlighting the adaptation needs to
inform policy and programs are all pressing out-
comes of this workshop.”

Climate change is an internationally urgent
issue that requires treatment, regarding its nega-
tive impact on human health, as it is capable of

undermining decades of progress in global health,
and presents achievement of sustainable develop-
ment, he affirmed.

WHO in Kuwait carried out a national training
workshop regarding the health impacts of air pollu-
tion in the year 2022, to build critical capabilities
with the utilization of a programming tool related to
WHO, allowing to measure calculations of the
health impacts resulting from exposure to air pollu-
tion, called (AirQ+), he said.

The latest reports indicated the increasing threats
climate change is forming in the current world, espe-
cially in the region located in the eastern
Mediterranean Sea, including the increase of severe
high temperatures, and sand storms, that has a direct
and indirect effect on humans and their health. 

This workshop was developed in cooperation
with the Environmental Health Unit of the Public
Health Directorate and its objective was to work
with the core national technical group on identify-
ing priority vulnerabilities and adaptation measures
associated with climate change and health. 

Recently, multiple reports have indicated the
increased threat posed by climate change on the

world and specifically in the Eastern Mediterranean
region, including increased prevalence of extreme
heat and dust storms which have a direct and indi-
rect impact on human health and well-being.  
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PIC completes 
polypropylene 
unit maintenance
KUWAIT: Petrochemical Industries
Company (PIC) completed on Wednesday the
annual necessary preparations for the
polypropylene factory maintenance, which is
owned and managed by Kuwait, valued at KD
2.5 million ($8.1 million). 

In a press release, Deputy CEO for
Manufacturing and Marketing at PIC, Hamad
Al-Subaie said that this is the second factory
maintenance, pointing out that the maintenance
process will take a month, starting from
January 20th. Al-Subaie added that the compa-
ny will use new techniques during the mainte-
nance process, with a clear action plan to
reduce costs and raise the operational and
technical capacity of manufacturing cadres. 

He also added that the polypropylene facto-
ry achieved an operational efficiency at 97 per-
cent and 101 percent of the approved produc-
tion budget until last December, at a cost less
than the approved budget. He added that the
company sold approximately 637,000 tons of
urea and 37,000 tons of ammonia during 2022,
adding that it entered the European and
Central America’s markets. —KUNA

KUWAIT:  In freezing cold, a herd of dromedary camels are seen together in the desert of northern Kuwait on Wednesday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

WHO: Kuwait needs to build a 
climate-resilient health system 

Workshop calls for identifying climate sensitive health risks now and in future

WHO Representative in Kuwait Dr Asad Hafeez. 

KUWAIT: The World Health Organization, Kuwait holds workshop. —KUNA photos

Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charity distributes supplies to Palestinian families. —KUNA

Five million people
benefited from 
Najat charity in 2022
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charity Society
announced Wednesday that 5.5 million people ben-
efited from its projects in and outside Kuwait during
2022. In a statement to KUNA, Chairman Faisal Al-
Zamil said Al-Najat Charity is keen to implement
humanitarian projects that keep pace with the
vision of the wise leadership and the concerned
authorities in the country.

“Achieving the sustainable development goals
that promote a decent life for the beneficiaries is
implemented through a clear strategy that aims
at combating poverty, hunger and disease”, Al-
Zamil added.

In this regard, he referred to some projects in
Kuwait, including payment tuition fees for insolvent
students, which has benefited more than 50,000
students of different nationalities in the country
since 1993, in addition to the provision of education-
al programs, courses and lectures. As for the proj-
ects abroad, Al-Zamil referred to the urgent relief in
times of disasters and calamities, building hospitals
and medical centers, developing projects, well
drilling, construction of homes for the poor, building
schools and sponsoring of students. — KUNA

Kuwait oil price 
down to $78.21 
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went down by
$1.03 to $78.21 per barrel on Tuesday after being
at $79.24 pb the day before, said the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) on Wednesday.
Globally, the prices of the Brent crude and the
West Texas Intermediate rose by 45 cents and 49
cents respectively, settling both at $80.10 pb and
75.12 pb. — KUNA


