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IS wives jailed  
after arriving  
back in Spain 

 
MADRID: Two Spanish women who married 
Islamic State fighters were remanded in custody 
Wednesday on terror-related charges by a 
Madrid court after being flown home from 
Syrian detention camps with 13 children, legal 
sources said. 

They arrived at Torrejon de Ardoz military 
airbase near Madrid late Monday nearly two 
months after the Spanish government agreed to 
fly them home from the notorious Roj detention 
camp in Kurdish-controlled north-eastern Syria. 

Yolanda Martinez Cobos and Luna Fernandez 
Grande were detained on arrival and brought 
before a judge at the Audiencia National, Spain’s 
top criminal court, on Wednesday. After hearing 
their statements, the judge ordered that they be 
held in pre-trial detention without bail on 
charges of “joining a terror organisation”. 

It was not immediately clear whether the 
judge agreed to the prosecution’s request to 
suspend their parental rights. Since their arrival, 
the children have been under the care of 
Madrid’s regional social services, the foreign 
ministry said. 

El Pais newspaper said Martinez was 37 and 
had four children, while Fernandez, 34, has five 
but was looking after four other orphaned chil-
dren who had grandparents in Madrid and were 
also flown back with the families. 

El Mundo said Martinez’s husband was cur-
rently jailed in Syria while Fernandez was wid-
owed. The United Nations welcomed their 
repatriation from Roj camp, a spokesman 
describing conditions in the Syrian detention 
camps as “almost inhuman and extremely 
challenging”. —AFP 

Six wounded in Paris train  
station stabbing attack

PARIS: An attacker stabbed six people 
on Wednesday at the busy Gare du Nord 
station in Paris before being shot and 
apprehended by police, authorities said. 
The Gare du Nord is a busy commuter 
hub which also serves as a departure 
point for trains to northern France, 
London and northern Europe. 

Police were treating the stabbings as 
attempted murder, not as a terrorist 
attack, a source close to the case said. The 
attacker’s motive was not immediately 
clear. One of the six people was seriously 
wounded in the attack at 6:42 am (0542 
GMT), while the other five sustained light 
injuries, prosecutors said. 

The entire incident was over within 
two minutes, Interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin told reporters at the scene. It 
was not immediately clear what type of 
weapon the attacker had used. Police ini-

tially described it as a bladed weapon. 
Darmanin later said it was not actually a 
knife, but a “threatening weapon”. 

Le Parisien newspaper said it was 
believed to be a sharp pointed tool, “a 
kind of awl”. The attacker sustained 
injuries to the chest after police fired 
three rounds. He was taken to hospital 
where he was fighting for his life, 
Darmanin said. 

The police who intervened were off-
duty officers in plain clothes who used 
their service weapons to stop the attack, 
he said. The police officers “were return-
ing from duty at police headquarters to 
take their train and go home, but they 
were armed”, Darmanin said. 

They were authorised to make use of 
their weapons although not on duty, he 
said. One member of the border police 
deployed at the station was lightly 

injured. “An individual injured several 
people this morning at the Gare du 
Nord,” Darmanin had tweeted earlier. “He 
was quickly neutralised. Thank you to the 
police for their effective and courageous 
response”. 

The incident caused delays to trains at 
the station in the early morning rush as 
police cordoned off the station, and set 
up large white curtains around the attack 
scene. But no services were cancelled, a 
spokesman for rail operator SNCF told 
AFP. 

The Gare du Nord is one of the world’s 
busiest train stations with 700,000 trav-
ellers per day. It is the departure point for  
Eurostar and Thalys services to the UK, 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany. 
France remains on a state of heightened 
security alert after a spate of deadly 
attacks by Islamist radicals, and others, 

Entire incident was over within two minutes: Interior Minister

Turkey frees medic  
who sought chemical  
arms probe 

 
ISTANBUL: A Turkish court on Wednesday 
released an internationally-respected medic who 
had called for a probe into the army’s alleged use of 
chemical arms against Kurdish militants in Iraq. 
Turkish Medical Association head Sebnem Korur 
Fincanci was detained and jailed in October for 
using a television interview to highlight claims that 
first surfaced in media close to the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK). 

The militia alleged that 17 of its fighters had 
died in Turkish chemical weapons attacks in the 
mountains of northern Iraq that month. The group 
is considered a terrorist organisation by Ankara 
and its Western allies for waging a bloody insur-
gency since 1984. Its media outlets are banned in 
Turkey and its claims are uniformally rejected by 
Ankara. An Istanbul criminal court on Wednesday 
found Fincanci guilty of disseminating “terrorist 
propaganda”-a charge that could have seen her 
jailed for 7.5 years. 

But it sentenced her to less than three years in 
prison and ordered her immediate release. In 
Turkey, people who get sentenced to less than four 
years are usually put under court supervision but 
allowed to go free. 

The verdict delivered a rare setback for prose-
cutors in a country where thousands of the govern-
ment’s political opponents-many of them Kurds-are 
languishing behind bars. Fincanci is a veteran 
forensic medicine expert who has collaborated with 
international organisations on past investigations 
into possible military crimes. 

Her television interview infuriated the Turkish 
army and was personally condemned by President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The Turkish leader accused 
Fincanci of “speaking the language of terrorism” 

while the defence ministry called her comments 
“slander”. 

 
Work with UN  

The trial has been accompanied by stepped up 
security measures and a heavy riot police presence 
both inside and outside the Istanbul courthouse. 
Fincanci told the court on Wednesday that she did 
not expect a fair trial. 

She cited a Turkish poll showing that “one out of 
every two people believes that people are in prison 
based on what they think”. Fincanci’s medical asso-
ciation has a history of supporting opposition caus-
es and sparring with Erdogan’s government. 

It criticised the health ministry’s handling of the 

coronavirus pandemic and staged protests 
demanding better pay. The union says that all 11 of 
its executive committee members are now under 
investigation for potential “membership of a terror-
ist organisation”. 

Fincanci herself was briefly detained in 2016 for 
appearing as a guest editor for a small newspaper 
read by Turkey’s Kurdish community. But her col-
laborations with forensic experts working with the 
United Nations in places such as Bosnia has drawn 
international attention to the trial. 

German human rights commissioner Luise 
Amtsberg called Fincanci “one of Turkey’s bravest 
voices” and top global rights groups have demand-
ed her release. —AFP 

PARIS: French police stand guard in a hall of Paris’ Gare du Nord train station, after several 
people were lightly wounded by a man wielding a knife on January 11, 2023.  —AFP

ISTANBUL: Medical personnel chant slogans as they hold placard bearing the portrait of Turkish Medical Association 
head Sebnem Korur Fincanci outside Istanbul’s courthouse during Financi’s trial for “terror” charges, in Istanbul, on 
January 11, 2023. —AFP
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flights that had left before the outage, the FAA 

said. Airlines and airports had been left scrambling 
with news of the nationwide pause, as the White 
House said there was no immediate evidence of a 
cyberattack. 

Near 1430 GMT, a screen at Reagan National 
Airport was overwhelmingly red with flight delays 
and just a handful of departures. “Customers may 
continue to see some delays and cancellations as we 
work to restore our schedule,” United Airlines said 
shortly after the FAA stop order was lifted, adding it 
would refund customers who no longer wish to travel. 

Speaking to reporters, President Joe Biden said 
that he had been briefed by the transportation secre-
tary and that “aircraft can still land safely, just not take 
off right now”. “They don’t know what the cause of it 
is, they expect in a couple of hours they’ll have a good 
sense of what caused it and will respond at that time,” 
Biden said. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
directed “an after-action process to determine root 

causes and recommend next steps”, he said on 
Twitter. 

Senator Maria Cantwell, the Democratic Chair of 
the Senate Commerce Committee, also plans follow 
up. “The number one priority is safety,” Cantwell said. 
“As the Committee prepares for FAA reauthorization 
legislation, we will be looking into what caused this 
outage and how redundancy plays a role in prevent-
ing future outages. The public needs a resilient air 
transportation system.” 

The NOTAM system is checked by pilots before 
they fly, the FAA said. “A Notice to Air Missions alerts 
pilots about closed runways, equipment outages, and 
other potential hazards along a flight route or at a 
location that could affect the flight,” the agency tweet-
ed earlier Wednesday. The FAA had halted flights until 
9:00 am (1400 GMT), but began resuming takeoffs at 
Newark and Atlanta airports before the nationwide 
order was lifted due to air traffic congestion. 

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
tweeted that “there is no evidence of a cyberattack at 
this point”. “The President directed DOT to conduct a 
full investigation into the causes. The FAA will provide 
regular updates,” she said, referring to the Department 
of Transportation. There were more than 5,400 flights 
delayed in the United States by 10:00 am US Eastern 
time (1500 GMT), flight tracking website Flight Aware 
data showed. — AFP 

Grounded US 
flights resume...
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the exchange rate for 1,000 pounds fell to KD 

9.9. Egypt’s economy was hit hard after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine last February unsettled global 
investors and led them to pull billions out of the 
North African country. The war sent wheat prices 
spiraling - heavily affecting Egypt, one of the 
world’s largest grain importers, and piling pressure 
on its foreign currency reserves. With costs driven 
up further by higher global energy prices, official 
inflation hit 21.9 percent in December, and food 
prices rose 37.9 percent year-on-year, piling fur-
ther hardship onto households. 

In a low-income neighborhood of central Cairo, 
Shaimaa al-Abed said the economic crunch has left 
her feeling “hopeless”. “Even the cheapest food has 
doubled and tripled. What are we supposed to 
eat?” asked Abed, who has a four-year-old son, 
holding back tears. She said she was looking for 
work, adding: “We were doing alright, but now 
we’re in the gutter.” 

The IMF late last year approved a $3 billion loan 
program for Egypt, conditioned on “a permanent 
shift to a flexible exchange rate regime” and a 
“monetary policy aimed at gradually reducing 
inflation”. Egypt also needs to carry out “wide-
ranging structural reforms to reduce the state foot-
print”, the IMF said at the time, with the economy 
dominated by powerful state and military-led 
enterprises. 

The hashtag TheDollar was trending on Twitter 
in Arabic on Wednesday, with comments ranging 
from anger to fear. Ashraf Kamal, who runs a small 
building supplies store in central Cairo, expressed 
frustration at the price fluctuations. “Before, I knew 
how much my products would cost for the next 
eight months. But now, we sell at one price in the 
morning, another in the afternoon, and a third at 
night,” he told AFP. 

The IMF loan program, worth $3 billion over 46 
months, is but a fraction of Cairo’s debt service 
which in 2022-2023 alone amounts to $42 billion. 
Egypt has only $34 billion in foreign currency 
reserves compared to $41 billion last February, 
while its foreign debt has more than tripled in the 
past decade to $157 billion. Many banks have limit-
ed foreign currency withdrawals and increased 
credit card charges. —AFP 

Egypt currency 
halves in value...
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basis for the actions to combat cl imate 

change.” 
Records going back to the late 1950s show a 

relentless rise in ocean temperatures with almost 
continuous increases going back to around 1985. 
Scientists have warned that climbing temperatures 
have wrought major changes to ocean stability 
faster than previously thought. The research, pub-
lished in the journal Advances in Atmospheric 
Sciences, was based on observations from 24 sci-
entists across 16 institutes worldwide. It also 
found other indications suggesting that ocean 

health is deteriorating.  
Increasing water temperatures and ocean salin-

ity - also at an all-time high - directly contribute 
to a process of “stratification”, where water sepa-
rates into layers that no longer mix. This has wide-
ranging implications because it  affects the 
exchange of heat, oxygen and carbon between the 
ocean and atmosphere, with effects including a 
loss of oxygen in the ocean. “Deoxygenation itself 
is a nightmare for not only marine life and ecosys-
tems but also for humans and our terrestrial 
ecosystems,” the researchers said in a statement. 

Updated data released this week showed that 
average global atmospheric temperatures across 
2022 made it the fifth warmest year since records 
began in the 19th century, according to Europe’s 
Copernicus Climate Change Service. Countries 
across the world have faced a cascade of 
unprecedented natural disasters made more likely 
and deadly by climate change. — AFP 

Alarm as ocean 
temperatures...
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Entomology at Japan’s National Institute of 

Infectious Diseases. Dengue can cause hemorrhagic 
fever and infects an estimated 100 to 400 million 
people a year, although over 80 percent of cases are 
mild or asymptomatic, according to the World Health 
Organization. 

Several dengue vaccines have been developed, 
and researchers have also used a bacterium that 
sterilizes mosquitoes to tackle the virus. But neither 
option is yet close to eradicating dengue, and Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes carry other diseases, including 
zika and yellow fever. Resistance was also detected 

in another type of mosquito, Aedes albopictus, 
though at lower levels - possibly because it tends to 
feed outdoors, often on animals, and may be exposed 
to insecticides less than its human-loving Aedes 
aegypti counterparts. 

The research found several genetic changes were 
linked with resistance, including two that occur close 
to the part of mosquitoes targeted by pyrethroid and 
several other insecticides. Resistance levels differed, 
with mosquitos from Ghana as well as parts of 
Indonesia and Taiwan still relatively susceptible to 
existing chemicals, particularly at higher doses. 

But the research shows “commonly employed 
strategies may no longer be effective,” said Cameron 
Webb, an associate professor and mosquito 
researcher at NSW Health Pathology and the 
University of Sydney. “There is growing evidence 
that there may not be a place for current insecticide 
formulations in controlling populations of key mos-
quito pests,” Webb told AFP. — AFP 

Super-resistant 
mosquitoes pose...


