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Award-winning Iranian filmmaker
Mohammad Rasoulof, jailed half a
year ago over protests related to a

building collapse, has been released for
two weeks because of health concerns,
his lawyer said Wednesday. Rasoulof,
50, was arrested on July 8 after being
accused of encouraging demonstrations
that erupted after the deadly collapse of a
building in May in the southwestern city
of Abadan.

After the tragedy, a group of Iranian
filmmakers led by Rasoulof published an
open letter decrying “corruption, theft,
inefficiency and repression” and urging
the security forces to “lay down their
arms”. “My client’s incarceration has been
suspended for two weeks for health rea-
sons,” the director ’s lawyer Maryam
Kianersi told AFP, adding that he had
been “released on Saturday”. The lawyer
added that her client “is now discharged
from hospital and is recovering at home”.

The release comes as Iran has been
gripped by nearly four months of protests
triggered by the death in custody of 22-
year-old Iranian Kurd Mahsa Amini fol-
lowing her arrest for allegedly violating
Iran’s strict dress code for women.
Iranian authorities say hundreds of peo-
ple, including members of the security
forces, have been killed and thousands
arrested during the protests which they
mostly describe as “riots”.

Rasoulof won the Golden Bear at the
2020 Berlin International Film Festival
with his anti-death penalty film “There Is
No Evil” but was unable to accept the
award in person as he was barred from
leaving Iran. His passport had been con-
fiscated after his 2017 film “A Man of
Integrity” premiered at Cannes, where it
won the top prize in the Un Certain
Regard section of the festival. On July 11,
authorities arrested the internationally
renowned dissident filmmaker Jafar
Panahi upon his arrival at the Tehran
prosecutor ’s office to follow up on
Rasoulof’s case.—AFP

Bad Bunny,
Blackpink, Frank 
Ocean to headline
historic Coachella

Bad Bunny, Frank Ocean and
Blackpink will headline this April’s
Coachella, the California desert

festival that kicks off the summer concert
circuit, organizers announced Tuesday.
It’s set to be a history-making weekend,
with Bad Bunny-the world’s most-
streamed artist-as the first Spanish-lan-
guage and first Latin American artist to
headline. And K-pop group Blackpink of
South Korea is the first Asian act to
receive a top billing at the festival. Both
acts debuted at Coachella in 2019 to
great fanfare, teeing up an eventual
headlining slot.

Ocean was originally booked as a
headliner for the 2020 edition, which
organizers postponed and eventually

scrapped due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Coachella returned in 2022 after a
three-year hiatus. The reclusive R&B
singer Ocean, who hasn’t released an
album since 2016’s “Blonde,” is antici-
pated to debut new work at this year’s
festival.

Also slated to play sets are Spanish
phenomenon Rosalia, Iceland’s Bjork and
Nigeria’s Burna Boy. English virtual band
Gorillaz will also perform, as will New
Wave pioneers Blondie and the American
indie rock supergroup boygenius, which
includes Phoebe Bridgers, Lucy Dacus
and Julien Baker. France’s Christine and
the Queens, who has been performing
under the name Redcar, will also return
for the mammoth event, after wowing
audiences there in 2019.

Domi and JD Beck, the rising jazz duo
comprised of a French keyboardist and
American drummer, will also take the
stage, months after they’re slated to com-
pete for a prestigious Best New Artist
Grammy in early February. Coachella will
take place over two three-day weekends,

from April 14-16 and 21-23. Organizers of
Bonnaroo, a June festival in rural
Tennessee, also announced their lineup
Tuesday, with headliners including
Kendrick Lamar and Foo Fighters. — AFP
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The Basra cultural museum is home
to some 2,500 artifacts of various
sizes and shapes dating back to 300

BC. The facility, opened in 2016, has four
halls featuring the Sumerian, Babylonian,
and Assyrian civilizations. — KUNA 


