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Butler stars as Heat break free 
throw record to down Thunder

LOS ANGELES: Jimmy Butler led a record-
breaking shooting display from the free-throw 
l ine  as  the  Miami  Heat  edged past  the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 112-111 on Tuesday. 
Miami talisman Butler finished with a perfect 
23-of-23 free throws - including a clutch game-
winner with just under 13 seconds remaining - 
in a nail-biting victory at the FTX Arena. 

Butler’s haul was part of a remarkable 40-
for-40 free throws made by Miami, breaking 
the old record of 39-for-39 made by Utah 
against Portland in 1982. Butler said afterwards 
he had been oblivious to Miami’s record-break-
ing night from the foul line. “I had no idea,” 
Butler told reporters. “I’m more excited that we 
won this game by one point.” 

Miami  coach Er ik  Spoels t ra  was  a lso 
unaware of his team’s free-throw record. “I did-
n’t  real ize we hadn’t  missed a free throw,” 
Spoelstra said. “We’ve been a very good free-
throw shooting team all year, but that’s crazy.” 
Miami trailed 111-106 with less than a minute 
remain ing but  fought  back wi th  a  Victor 
Oladipo three-pointer and a Butler layup to tie 
the game. 

Butler’s 23rd free throw of the night edged 
Miami into a one-point lead with just under 13 
seconds remain ing before Shai  Gi lgeous-
Alexander’s attempted three-pointer to win it 

for Oklahoma City bounced off the rim. “We had 
to make some plays and we did,” Spoelstra said 
of his team’s last-minute rally. Miami improved 
to 22-20 while the Thunder fell to 18-23. 

 
Embiid returns 

Elsewhere there were contrasting fortunes 
for  Phi ladelphia ’s  Joel  Embi id and Golden 
State’s Stephen Curry as they returned from 
injury. Sixers ace Embiid had missed three 
straight games with a minor foot injury heading 
in to  Tuesday’s  Eastern  Conference c lash 
against lowly Detroit. But the two-time MVP 
runner-up looked back to his dominant self 
with 36 points in just 23 minutes on court as 
Philadelphia romped to a 147-116 victory at the 
Wells Fargo Center. 

Embiid’s points tally came from 12-of-20 
shooting, while the Sixers big man also chipped 
in with 11 rebounds and two blocks. James 
Harden and Tyrese Maxey added 16 points each 
whi le  Tobias  Harr is  had 14  points  as 
Philadelphia led from start to finish to improve 
to 25-15. Harden’s points tally was part of a 
second straight triple double. The 10-time All-
Star added 12 rebounds and 15 assists. 

After jumping out to a 65-43 half-time lead, 
the Sixers cut loose in a blizzard of scoring in 
the third quarter with 42 points before adding 

40 more in the fourth. Philadelphia remain in 
fifth place in the East, 3.5 games adrift of lead-
ers Boston. Detroit are rooted to the foot of the 
table with a dismal 11-33 record. But there was 
disappointment for Warriors star Curry in San 
Francisco as he returned from an 11-game 
absence to face a Phoenix Suns team decimat-
ed by injuries. 

Curry scored 24 points  -  inc luding f ive 
three-pointers - but was unable to stop the 
Warriors fal l ing 125-113 to Phoenix. Mikal 
Bridges top-scored for Phoenix with 26 points. 
In Los Angeles, Kawhi Leonard’s 33 points 
helped the Clippers complete a 113-101 win 
over the Dallas Mavericks. Luka Doncic led the 
game scoring with 43 points for Dallas, but the 
Mavs were chasing the game from the outset as 
the Clippers completed a wire-to-wire win. 

In Salt  Lake City, Jordan Clarkson’s 32-
point performance, including a crucial 9-0 run 
in the fourth quarter, helped the Utah Jazz 
upset the high-flying Cleveland Cavaliers 116-
114. Lauri Markkanen added support with 25 
points while Malik Beasley, Mike Conley and 
Nickeil Alexander-Walker all chipped in with 
13 points each. Cleveland’s Donovan Mitchell 
produced another high-scoring performance 
with 46 points but it was not enough to deny 
Utah victory.  —AFP

MIAMI: Jimmy Butler of the Miami Heat drives to the basket 
during the game against the Oklahoma City Thunder on Jan 
10, 2023 at FTX Arena.  —AFP

 

Kvitova, Bencic, 
Collins reach 
quarterfinals 

 
ADELAIDE: Petra Kvitova reached the 
Adelaide International quarterfinals on 
Wednesday after her opponent retired and 
was joined in the last eight by Olympic 
champion Belinda Bencic and Daniel le 
Collins. Two-time Wimbledon champion 
Kvitova saved three set points before claim-
ing the opening set 7-6 (8/6) against China’s 
Zheng Qinwen, who then retired with a left 
thigh injury. 

It was the fourth win from four matches 
so far this year for the 32-year-old Czech as 
she prepares for next week’s Australian 
Open, where she made the final in 2019. “Of 
course this gives me some good confi-
dence,” said the world number 16, who will 
now play Daria Kasatkina after the fifth seed 
beat Barbora Krejcikova in straight sets. 
“Still a few things to improve, of course, as 
always, but otherwise I’m happy.” 

American Collins, who lost to Ashleigh 
Barty in last year’s Australian Open final, 
defeated Jil Teichmann 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) to also 
seal a berth in the final eight. But it took her 
seven match points to break down the Swiss 
qualifier and set up a clash with world num-
ber nine Veronika Kudermetova. Fellow 
Swiss Bencic progressed with a straight-
sets win over Anna Kalinskaya. 

Bencic is now 3-1 for the year, having 
split her matches at the United Cup before 
defeating Garbine Muguruza in the opening 
round at Adelaide. The world number 13 has 
dropped only two sets - both to world num-
ber one Iga Swiatek - in her last eight 
matches and is in buoyant mood ahead of 
the opening Grand Slam of the year. 

“I’m absolutely ready,” said Bencic, who 
won gold at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. “I’m 
really strong in the most important matches 
and in tight moments, so I definitely feel 
very confident about that. The more you win 
in those moments, the more it helps.” Spain’s 
Paula Badosa and Brazil’s Beatriz Haddad 
Maia also went through. 

In the men’s draw, British youngster Jack 
Draper advanced to the quarterfinals with a 
6-4, 6-4 win against American Tommy Paul, 
while Spain’s Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 
beat home favorite John Millman 6-3, 6-3. 
Another Spaniard, Roberto Bautista Agut, 
and South Korea’s Kwon Soon-woo also 
won.  —AFP

India’s Pant to 
miss IPL after car 
crash: Ganguly 

 
NEW DELHI: India’s Rishabh Pant will miss the 
cash-rich Indian Premier League because of his 
injuries in a road accident last month, former 
national cricket board chief Sourav Ganguly has 
confirmed. The India star suffered multiple 
injuries when he crashed his Mercedes SUV 
north of New Delhi before dawn on December 
30. The car burst into flames and he was rescued 
by a bus driver and conductor. 

Pant is captain of the Delhi Capitals side in the 
annual two-month tournament, which is due to 
begin in late March or April with some of the 
biggest international stars of the game. “Rishabh 
Pant will not be available for the IPL,” Ganguly, 
who is due to join Delhi Capitals as director of 

cricket, was quoted as saying by broadcaster 
Sports Today. “It will be a great IPL (for the 
team), we will do well but Rishabh Pant’s injury 
will affect the Delhi Capitals,” Ganguly said 
Tuesday. 

After the accident, the 25-year-old was rushed 
to hospital and admitted for a few days before 
being airlifted to Mumbai for further treatment 
and surgery. The Indian cricket board said that 
Pant suffered several injuries including a dam-
aged ligament in his right knee, a hurt wrist and 
ankle, and abrasions on his back. 

A wicketkeeper and flamboyant batter, Pant is a 
mainstay of the Test squad and has played a key 
role in some of India’s most memorable wins in the 
last three years. But his white-ball form has been 
indifferent in the last few months and, days before 
the crash, he was left out of the squads for the 
ongoing one-day internationals and T20s against 
Sri Lanka. Pant is also expected to miss Australia’s 
upcoming tour of India in February and March, 
when the archrivals will play four Tests.  —AFP Rishabh Pant

Djokovic, Jabeur 
on committee of 
tennis players body 

 
MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic and women’s 
world number two Ons Jabeur were named 
Wednesday on the first executive committee of 
the controversial Professional Tennis Players 
Association (PTPA). Serbia’s Djokovic, the for-
mer men’s number one, was instrumental in the 
creation of the PTPA, having quit as president 
of the ATP Player Council in 2020 to launch the 
breakaway organisation. 

The ATP runs men’s tennis. The PTPA is 
independent of the ATP and its women’s equiv-
alent, the WTA, and says it wants to give play-
ers a greater voice in the sport. Six other play-

ers were also named on the executive commit-
tee, or leadership body: Paula Badosa, Hubert 
Hurkacz, John Isner, Bethanie Mattek-Sands, 
Vasek Pospisil and Zheng Saisai. 

The committee is “centered on advancing 
player rights, growing and improving the busi-
ness of tennis”, the PTPA said in a statement 
from Melbourne, ahead of next week’s 
Australian Open. Speaking in Adelaide last 
week, Djokovic said: “When it comes to PTPA, 
a player organization that is 100 percent devot-
ed to players, we don’t have anything like that 
in tennis.” 

The 35-year-old, one of the most successful 
men’s players of all time, admitted that “we 
were not accepted and embraced by Grand 
Slams, ATP nor WTA, so it makes things diffi-
cult for us”. “But this association needs to live,” 
he said. “It needs to be there because players 
don’t have 100 percent representation in the 
tennis world, unfortunately.”  —AFP

Archer ‘back in a big 
way’ on opening day 
of new SA20 league 

 
CAPE TOWN: Jofra Archer took his first wickets in almost 
20 months as South Africa’s new SA20 league got under 
way at Newlands in Cape Town on Tuesday. The England 
fast bowler took three for 27 to set up a comfortable eight-
wicket, bonus point win for the MI Indians against Paarl 
Royals. The injury-hit Archer played only one match last 
year, sending down nine overs without taking a wicket for 
England Lions against England in Abu Dhabi in November. 

Struggling with back and elbow injuries, he had not 
played in a representative fixture since turning out for 
Sussex in July 2021 and had not taken a wicket since play-
ing for Sussex against Kent in May that year. Archer, 
bowling first change, struck with his third ball on Tuesday 
when Wihan Lubbe was caught off a wild slog. Bowling at 
more than 140kmh he claimed two more wickets off suc-
cessive balls in his fourth and final over, dismissing David 
Miller and Ferisco Adams. “After that long, long break it 

was great to see. He’s back in a big way,” said Cape Town 
captain Rashid Khan. 

Losing captain Miller, who was dropped off Archer on 
18 before being caught for 42, acknowledged Archer’s 
impact. “It’s great to have him back for world cricket,” he 
said. A near-capacity crowd of about 20,000 watched the 
first match of a tournament which Cricket South Africa 
hopes will reignite local interest in the game and bring 
financial stability to an organization which has lost hun-
dreds of millions of rands in recent years. 

All six teams in the league are offshoots of Indian 
Premier League franchises. There was a strong IPL influ-
ence on Tuesday in the form of loud music, fireworks, flame 
machines and announcements which filled every available 
moment. MI Cape Town are owned by Mumbai Indians. In 
addition to a full playing and coaching complement, the 
Mumbai franchise sent an eight-person media and market-
ing team to promote the Cape Town team. The playing con-
ditions included an allowance for teams to name 13 players 
before finalizing their elevens after the toss. Neither team 
made any changes to their first-choice side after Khan won 
the toss and decided to bowl. Two “strategic time-outs” of 
2min 30sec were scheduled in each innings to “allow the 
teams to regroup tactically” - and for television companies 
to cram in some advertisements. —AFP 

Kohli powers 
India to big win 
over Sri Lanka 

 
GUWAHATI: Virat Kohli on Tuesday said playing 
“without any fear” remains key to success after his 45th 
one-day international century led India to a 67-run win 
over Sri Lanka in the opening match. Kohli hammered 
113 off 87 balls to drive India to 373-7 after they were 
invited to bat first at the start of the three-match series 
in Guwahati. Skipper Rohit Sharma (83) and fellow 
opener Shubman Gill (70) put on 143 runs to lay the 
foundations of the mammoth total. 

The bowlers, led by Mohammed Siraj, then restricted 
Sri Lanka to 306-8 to give India a 1-0 lead in the series. 
Skipper Dasun Shanaka top-scored with an unbeaten 
108 after opening batsman Pathum Nissanka hit 72 but 
the knocks could only reduce the margin of loss for the 
tourists. Kohli, who survived two dropped catches on 52 
and 81, stood out with his 73rd ton across all formats as 
he let out a roar and took off his helmet to bask in the 
stadium’s applause. 

“My preparation and intent always remain the same,” 
man of the match Kohli said. “I thought I was hitting the 
ball nicely. It was close to the template I play with.” The 
former captain has hit two successive ODI hundreds since 
coming out of an extended lean patch last year when he 
spoke about his mental struggles during the phase. 

“The one thing I learnt was desperation doesn’t get 
you anywhere,” Kohli said on lessons learnt during his 
slump in form. “You go out there and play without any 
fear. You go out there playing for the right reasons and 
almost play every game like it’s your last and just be 
happy about it. He added: “I can’t hold on to things, the 
game is going to move on. I am not going to play forev-
er. I am in a happy space and enjoying my game.” He 
finally fell to third-time-lucky quick Kasun Rajitha, who 
was also bowling when wicketkeeper Kusal Mendis and 
Shanaka dropped the star batsman. 

Shanaka’s basics 
Gill hit three successive boundaries off debutant left-

arm quick Dilshan Madushanka in the fourth over and 
Rohit smashed two sixes and a four off Rajitha to begin 
the charge on a batting-friendly pitch. Rohit, who returned 
to captain the side after missing India’s 2-1 T20I series 
win, reached his fifty with a four and Gill raised his half-
century a short time later. Gill took on Dunith Wellalage 
with three successive fours in one over before he fell lbw 
in the next to Shanaka’s medium-pace bowling. 

Rohit attempted to keep up the attack with regular 
boundaries but Madushanka cut short his knock with a 
length ball that bowled the Indian skipper off an inside 
edge. The rest of the innings belonged to Kohli, who is 

now four ODI tons away from batting icon Sachin 
Tendulkar’s all-time record of 49. In reply, Sri Lanka 
were never in the chase after losing two early wickets 
including Mendis bowled for a duck off Siraj. 

Nissanka attempted to give some life to the chase 
with his fighting knock and a 72-run fourth-wicket 
stand with Dhananjaya de Silva, who made 47. Sri Lanka 
slipped to 206-8 in the 38th over but Shanaka stretched 
the match till the final ball with an unbeaten 100-run 
stand with Rajitha. Shanaka reached his second ODI 
century with a four on the penultimate ball and ended 
the match with a six. The skipper said he is doing the 
“basics well”. Umran Malik took three wickets with his 
express pace. —AFP 

GUWAHATI: India’s Virat Kohli runs between the wickets as he celebrates scoring a century during the first ODI match 
between India and Sri Lanka at the Assam Cricket Association Stadium on Jan 10, 2023.  —AFP


