
SALINAS: US President Joe Biden has declared a
major disaster in California, as the latest in a succes-
sion of storm systems blew into the state, bringing
heavy flooding to already waterlogged regions.

“Waves of heavy precipitation continue to batter
California,” said the National Weather Service (NWS)
on Twitter. “Heavy rain will continue bringing the
threat of flooding and mudslides/landslides. Hazardous
travel due to heavy mountain snow and blowing snow
from (California) to (Colorado).”

Much of the town of Felton in the north of the state
was under water Saturday, as it had been on New
Year’s Day and again Monday. “I’m so angry, it just
makes me want to cry,” said Camilla Shaffer, a Briton
whose house flooded for the third time in two weeks.

Amberlee Galvin, a chef at a local restaurant, was
another victim, her front room entirely inundated.
“Within 10 minutes it had flooded completely to the
ceiling. It happened crazy fast,” the 23-year-old said.
“We had to get canoed out by a neighbor.” “I hope
this isn’t the new normal,” sighed Melissa Foley, push-
ing a wheelbarrow full of cleaning kits donated by the
Red Cross, which she distributes to her neighbors.

Late Saturday, Biden “declared that a major disas-
ter exists in the State of California and ordered Federal
aid to supplement State, tribal, and local recovery
efforts in the areas affected by severe winter storms,
flooding, landslides, and mudslides,” the White House
said in a statement.

The declaration makes federal funding available for
relief to affected people, including temporary housing
and repairs. At least 19 people are known to have died
from storm-related causes in the last three weeks.

Rescuers called off the search for five-year-old
Kyle Doan, who was swept away in floodwaters as his
mother tried to pull him to safety from their car, the
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s office said Saturday,
citing rising waters and unsuitable conditions. An AFP
journalist saw the Salinas River overflowing its banks
in many spots, at times covering farm fields for hun-
dreds of yards, as rain continued under leaden skies.

In Spreckels, a community a few hundred yards
from the river, most residents opted not to evacuate
despite warnings from authorities. “It looks like we
might have missed kind of the worst of it,” said Robert

Zagajeski, out walking his dog under a light rain.
But Governor Gavin Newsom warned Californians

that they were not in the clear yet: “We’re not done,”
he said Saturday after visiting impacted residents.
Urging them to remain vigilant, he said Californians
should continue to exercise “common sense over the
course of the next 24 to 48 hours.” Nearly 26 million
Californians remained under a flood watch Saturday
evening, according to the NWS, with tens of thou-
sands under evacuation orders and advisories. The
storms of recent weeks were originally welcomed —
coming after years of drought — but by now have
brought disastrous flooding, officials have said.

Around 08:00 GMT Sunday, there were more than
16,000 homes without power in California, according
to poweroutage.us. “This place was hit hard by the
drought over the past years,” 58-year-old farm worker

Manuel Paris told AFP near Salinas. “We’re not used to
this much rain anymore.” The NWS said another two
to three inches of rain (5.0 to 7.5 centimeters) could
cause new flooding and mudslides, with parts of the
Sierra Nevada seeing three to six feet of snow, and
heavy winds buffeting central and coastal California at
up to 50 miles (80 kilometers) per hour.

Dangerous travel
The most populous US state has been pummeled by

near-record downpours over three weeks — an aver-
age of nine inches of rain has fallen — with the Salinas
Valley among the hardest hit. On Friday, forecasters
warned that the Monterey Peninsula could be cut off
and the whole city of Salinas — home to 160,000
people — could be hit by flooding. But on Saturday, an
AFP journalist said the city itself had so far been

largely spared. Between storms, workers have rushed
to clear some of the mess, shoveling mud from roads
even in the heart of Los Angeles and using heavy
machinery to remove fallen trees or clear rockslides.
An AFP journalist saw tractors in fields near Salinas
fighting to pump floodwaters back into the river.
Newly falling rain was not helping the effort.

And forecasters say the unsettled weather in the US
West — associated with what is called an atmospheric
river pattern — is not done. Over the mountains, heavy
snow was making travel dangerous or impossible on a
three-day holiday weekend honoring civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr. Officials urged people to stay
home due to a heightened risk of avalanches.
Authorities in the Lake Tahoe resort area posted pic-
tures showing dozens of vehicles lined up on a road,
stalled by a fierce blizzard. —AFP
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SALINAS, California: In an aerial view, floodwaters cover an agricultural area after the Salinas River overflowed its banks . — AFP 

Brazil riots may
have strengthened
Lula’s hand
RIO DE JANEIRO: By ransacking government build-
ings in their fervent opposition to leftist Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, Brazil’s January 8 rioters may have strength-
ened his hand, at least temporarily, analysts say. Many
even among the backers of defeated far-right ex-presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro were shocked by the pillaging of
national heritage buildings and artefacts.

Immediately after the storming of the presidency,
Congress and Supreme Court, Lula gathered leaders of
the three institutions — many of them from the political
right —- for a unanimous condemnation of the events.
Presenting a united front, they affirmed publicly that
democracy would not be allowed to falter just three
decades after the fall of Brazil’s military dictatorship.

“The events (of January 8) had the opposite effect”
of what was intended, said Mayra Goulart, professor of
political science at the Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro (UFRJ). “Lula will no doubt emerge stronger.
These assaults have created a climate of national unity
for the defense of democracy,” she told AFP.

The riots happened exactly one week after Lula’s
inauguration went off with much pomp and ceremony,
but in the absence of Bolsonaro who left the country
two days earlier and dodged the traditional duty of
handing over the presidential sash. Thousands forced
their way into the seats of power, smashing windows
and furniture, destroying priceless works of art, and
leaving behind graffiti messages calling for a military
coup. The military did not rise to the call.

More than 2,000 alleged rioters were detained, and
the authorities are tracking those suspected of having
masterminded and financed the revolt that shocked
Brazil and the world. An investigation has been opened
into a possible role played by Bolsonaro, whose justice
minister was arrested Saturday for possible collusion
with the vandals. Condemnation from abroad was
unanimous.

Washington, Moscow, Beijing, the European Union,
Paris and Latin American capitals expressed their full
support for the new president of Brazil — a country
that was isolated from the global stage under Bolsonaro.
“The international uproar will reinforce the position of
Lula, who will be perceived as an important leader who
can contribute to strengthening multilateral forums,”
said Goulart. Leandro Gabiati of consulting firm
Dominium said Lula’s image has been “strengthened” by
his perceived firm but fair handling of the mop-up oper-
ation. Bolsonaro’s in turn, has been harmed. Lula “was
challenged and he did quite well,” said Gabiati, citing “a
balanced attitude that somehow restored normalcy”
without an air of retribution.—AFP

More classified
documents found
at Biden home
WASHINGTON: Five additional pages of classified
material have been found at Joe Biden’s family home in
Delaware, the White House said Saturday in a new
twist in a politically sensitive affair for the president.

It was the latest in a series of revelations about the
apparently improper storage of papers dating from
Biden’s time as Barack Obama’s vice president. Biden
has said he had no intention of keeping any classified
documents. White House lawyer Richard Sauber said
the latest papers were found after he visited the home
Thursday to oversee the transfer to the Justice
Department of a first batch of documents found a day
earlier in a room next to the home’s garage.

Biden’s personal lawyers searching the garage at
the home in Wilmington, Delaware — where the 80-
year-old president often spends weekends — had
found a document marked classified in the garage
itself. As these attorneys lacked the necessary security
clearance to read it, they notified the Justice
Department, Sauber said in a statement. A 1978 law
obliges US presidents and vice presidents to hand
over their emails, letters and other official documents
to the National Archives. Sauber said he does have the
necessary security clearance, so he then went to the
Delaware house to check out the situation for himself.
That is when he found the other five pages, he said. He
said all documents were “immediately and voluntarily”
handed to the Justice Department.

Republican criticism
Critics of Biden have seized on the steady series of

revelations to argue that he has not been transparent
and forthcoming. Others papers had been found on

November 2 at Biden’s former office at a Washington
think tank, where he had offices after leaving the
Obama White House. The president’s attorneys had
also found “a small number of documents,” potentially
confidential, on December 20 in the Wilmington
garage, and alerted the Justice Department.

Amid rising furor over the discoveries in
Washington, US Attorney General Merrick Garland on
Thursday named Robert Hur as an independent prose-
cutor to investigate Biden’s handling of classified doc-
uments. The issue is an unwelcome distraction for
Biden as he prepares to announce whether he will seek
a second term. The disclosures have prompted com-
parisons to the case of former president Donald
Trump, who is also being investigated by a special
counsel for storing hundreds of classified materials at
his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida and allegedly
obstructing government efforts to retrieve them.

In contrast, Sauber emphasized that Biden had
returned documents “immediately and voluntarily”
when they turned up. “I take classified documents and
classified material seriously. We’re cooperating fully
(and) completely with the Justice Department’s
review,” Biden told reporters Thursday. “As part of that
process, my lawyers reviewed other places where doc-
uments from my time as vice president were stored,
and they finished the review last night.” The first cache
of Biden documents was discovered in November, a
week before last year’s midterm elections, but only
acknowledged by the White House on Monday,
prompting accusations from Republicans that it was
kept secret for political reasons. Republicans, newly in
control of the House of Representatives, have vowed
to launch an inquiry to be headed by James Comer, a
conservative from Kentucky who chairs an oversight
committee.—AFP

Protest-hit Peru
declares state of
emergency in Lima
LIMA: Peru’s capital Lima was under a state of emer-
gency Sunday, along with three other regions, as the
government responded to weeks-long protests against
President Dina Boluarte that have seen at least 42 peo-
ple killed.

The state of emergency, in force for 30 days,
authorizes the army to intervene to maintain order and
suspends several constitutional rights such as freedom
of movement and assembly, according to a decree
published in the official gazette. It covers Lima and the
regions of Cusco and Puno, as well as the port of
Callao adjacent to the capital. Supporters of ousted
president Pedro Castillo have taken to the streets and
blocked roads across the South American country
since December, demanding fresh elections and the
removal of Boluarte, who has refused to step down.

Protests have been announced for Monday in Lima
as well as the marginalized southern Andean regions,
which have been the epicenter of the unrest. Some
groups of protesters from the south plan to travel to
Lima for a “takeover of the city”.

“We have the decision to go to Lima (from
Monday), yes or yes,” said Julio Vilca, a protest leader
from the province of Ilave, in the Puno region. “We
cannot indicate the time, because what we want is to
travel in unity.” More than 100 protest roadblocks

were in place across Peru on Saturday. The airport in
Cusco, gateway to the famed Machu Picchu site,
reopened Saturday after being shuttered Thursday, the
second time it had been closed due to the protests.

Trains to Machu Picchu were still suspended, and
local unions say tourism workers are losing out on up
to seven million sols (1.7 million dollars) a day due to
the crisis. The mass anti-government demonstrations
first broke out in early December, after Castillo was
ousted from office for attempting to dissolve Congress
and rule by decree, seeking to prevent an impeach-
ment vote against him.

Peru has been politically unstable in recent years,
with 60-year-old Boluarte being the sixth person to
hold the presidency in five years. Castillo, who was
being investigated in several fraud cases during his
tenure, has been remanded in custody for 18 months,
charged with rebellion.

The unrest has been largely concentrated in the
southern Andes, where Quechua and Aymara commu-
nities live. The Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, which visited the country this week, has said
that in order to end the crisis, these groups need to be
better integrated into Peruvian society.

Authorities insist radical groups are behind the
protests, including remnants of the Shining Path com-
munist guerrilla group. As proof, they have presented
the capture this week of a former member of that
organization, Rocio Leandro, known within the group
as “Comrade Cusi.”

According to police spokesman General Oscar
Arriola, Leandro financed the unrest that left a dozen
dead in the Ayacucho region. He called Leandro “a
Marxist, Leninist, Maoist assassin.” — AFP

Eight dead in Somalia
bombing claimed by
Al-Shabaab: Police
MOGADISHU: Police said Sunday that eight people
were killed in a roadside bombing claimed by Al-
Shabaab in central Somalia where a major offensive is
underway to retake territory from the jihadists. The
attack occurred on Saturday afternoon in Buloburde, a
city in Hiran district where government forces and clan
militias have been battling the Al-Qaeda-linked insur-
gents since the middle of last year.

The bomber detonated a car laden with explosives
near an administrative building, said Abdullahi
Mohamud, a local police commander. “Five people
were killed on the spot, while three others died
overnight in hospital,” he said on Sunday, adding the
bomber had been planning to destroy the city’s main
bridge before redirecting the attack at a civilian area.
Witnesses said the explosion damaged buildings and
the city’s main mosque. “I saw the bodies of five peo-
ple. Two were elders coming out of the mosque,” said
Muhidin Sokorow, who witnessed the blast.

Separately, police said a car bomb was detonated in
Jalalaqsi, another town in Hiran, but only the attacker
died. A second attack was foiled and the suspect
detained trying to flee a vehicle packed with explo-
sives, police said. Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility
for all three attacks in a message transmitted via its
communication service. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden makes his way to board Marine One before departing from the White
House in Washington, DC on January 13, 2023. — AFP

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
gestures during a breakfast with accredited journal-
ists at the Planalto Palace in Brasilia on January 12,
2023. — AFP


