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LUTZERATH: Around 70 police officers have been
injured in environmental protests at a German village
being razed to make way for a coal mine expansion,
police said on Sunday. In an operation that began on
Wednesday, hundreds of police have been removing
activists from the doomed hamlet of Luetzerath in west-
ern Germany.

The site, which has become a symbol of resistance to
fossil fuels, attracted thousands of protesters on
Saturday, including Swedish climate activist Greta
Thunberg. Some of the protesters clashed with police.
The organizers reported that dozens had been injured.

A spokesman on Sunday said the tally of police
injuries was down to difficult conditions on the ground
since Wednesday, as well as Saturday’s clashes. Criminal
proceedings have been launched in around 150 cases,
police said, including for resistance against police offi-
cers, damage to property and breach of the peace.

Activists on Saturday had accused the police of using
“massive batons, pepper spray... water cannons, dogs and
horses”. At least 20 activists had been taken to hospital
for treatment, said Birte Schramm, a medic with the
group. Some of them had been beaten on the head and in
the stomach by police, she said.

Organizers said that 35,000 protesters demonstrated
on Saturday. Police put the figure at 15,000. The situation
on the ground was “very calm” on Sunday, the police
spokesman said. About a dozen activists were still holed
up in tree houses and at least two were hiding in an
underground tunnel, according to the police. Luetzerath-
deserted for some time by its former inhabitants-is being
demolished to make way for the extension of the adjacent
open-cast coal mine. The mine, already one of the largest
in Europe, is operated by energy firm RWE. The expan-
sion is going ahead in spite of plans to phase out coal by
2030, with the government blaming the energy crisis
caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Thunberg marched at the front of a procession of
demonstrators who converged on the village, showing
support for activists occupying it in protest. “That the
German government is making deals and compromises
with fossil fuel companies such as RWE is shameful,” she
said from a podium. “Germany, as one of the biggest pol-
luters in the world, has an enormous responsibility,” she
added. Local media reported stones being thrown at
police and one protester was seen with a head injury, as
ambulance sirens sounded near the protest site.

Police said activists had smashed protective barriers
near the huge coal mine and entered the mine site. “The
police barriers have been broken,” the police tweeted.
“To the people in front of Luetzerath: get out of this area

immediately.” “Some people have entered the mine. Move
away from the danger zone immediately!”

The village has become a symbol of resistance to fos-
sil fuels, and as part of an operation launched earlier this
week, hundreds of police have been removing activists
from the hamlet. In just a few days, a large part of the
protesters’ camp has been cleared by police, and its
occupants evacuated.

German press, quoting the police, reported that
around 470 activists had been removed from the village
since the beginning of the evacuation. But between 20
and 40 were still holed up in the contested village late
Friday, a spokeswoman for the protest movement said.
Officials said they were entering the final stages of evac-
uating the activists. Demolition works were progressing
slowly on those buildings that had been emptied, while
surrounding trees had been felled as part of the clear-
ance.  Police reinforcements have come from across the
country to participate in the forced evacuation.

Meanwhile AFP saw protesters arriving in buses,
holding banners with slogans including “Stop coal” and
“Luetzerath lives!” In the village, many of the activists

have built structures high up in the trees, while others
have climbed to the top of abandoned buildings and
barns. Activists said they had also dug a tunnel under the
hamlet in a bid to complicate the evacuation effort.

The movement has been supported by protest actions
across Germany. On Friday, masked activists set fire to
bins and painted slogans on the offices of the Greens in
Berlin. The party-part of Germany’s ruling coalition with
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s Social Democrats and the liberal
FDP-has come under heavy criticism from activists who
accuse it of betrayal. Following the energy crisis set off
by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the government has
brought old coal power plants back online.

Officials signed a compromise deal with RWE that
made way for the demolition of Luetzerath but spared
five nearby villages. The energy firm also agreed to stop
producing electricity with coal in western Germany by
2030, eight years earlier than previously planned.
Chancellor Scholz on Saturday inaugurated a Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) terminal at the northern port of
Lubmin, on the Baltic coast, part of plans to compensate
for the loss of Russian gas imports. — AFP

Around 70 police injured in 
German coal miners protest

Site has become a symbol of resistance to fossil fuels

LUTZERATH: People attend a large-scale protest to stop the demolition of the village Luetzerath to make way for an open-air
coal mine extension. — AFP

Argentine consumers 
reel as inflation hits 
94.8% in 2022
BUENOS AIRES: Argentina registered inflation of
94.8 percent in 2022, its highest annual figure since
1991, the Indec national statistics institute said last
week. Latin America’s third-largest economy has one
of the highest inflation rates in the world. But
December’s monthly figure of 5.1 percent continued a
general downward trend since a peak of 7.4 percent
in July. The annual figure, nonetheless, was a huge
jump on the 50.9 percent inflation from 2021. The
government has set a 2023 inflation target of 60 per-
cent. For most Argentines, going to the supermarket
is a disheartening experience. “You stand in front of
the shelves and analyze prices as if you were picking
out jewelry,” said Julian Rattano, 66, a retired chemist.

Prices for daily staples rose monthly, even weekly,
last year. A liter of milk rose 320 percent in 2022,
while cooking oil shot up 456 percent and a kilo of
sugar soared 490 percent, the Abeceb consultancy
says. Price rises were steepest in clothing and
footwear, at more than 120 percent, and hotels and
restaurants, where they jumped a little under 109 per-
cent. It was bad news for the government just nine
months out from a general election. These are the
worst yearly figures since Argentina recorded an
inflation rate of more than 171 percent in 1991, during
the presidency of Carlos Menem.

The two previous years had seen hyperinflation at
more than 2,000 percent. In 1991, Menem launched
the convertibility plan, pegging the Argentine peso to
the US dollar in a bid to rein in hyperinflation. But
that move was abandoned a decade later. Argentina
has been grappling with an economic crisis for years,
registering double-digit inflation in each of the last 12
years. Causes of inflation are multiple, including per-
sistent deficit spending, constant devaluation and
external factors like the war in Ukraine that affected
energy and grain prices. A result is a baked-in expec-
tation of “systematic increases of prices, tariffs,
salaries, rents... according to expectations that are
not always solid, sometimes based on fantasy or
rumor about future inflation,” economist Ricardo
Aronskind told AFP.—AFP


