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News in brief

Kuwait aims to counter extremist 
ideology, spread moderation

Hopes of survivors in 
Nepal plane crash ‘nil’3 Blanchett wins best actress prize, 

slams ‘patriarchal’ awards shows11 Iraq beat Qatar to reach 
Khaleeji Zain 25 final 155

Grilling filed over ‘dual’ govts
5 MPs propose changes to election law • MP calls to raise cost-of-living allowance

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP Jenan Bushehri on Monday filed 
to grill Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Barrak Al-Sheetan over alleged violations and 
failure to perform the duties of his ministerial job. 
This is the second grilling to be filed by lawmak-
ers to grill Cabinet ministers amid a fresh political 
crisis between the National Assembly and the 
government over a number of controversial draft 
legislation. 

Last week, MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf filed to grill 
Finance Minister Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid over 
alleged mismanagement of Kuwait’s huge invest-
ments abroad. Bushehri said she filed the interpel-
lation after the Cabinet decided to raise the salaries 
of ministers by KD 6,000 monthly and the appoint-
ment of senior officials in the government, some of 
whom did not fulfill required conditions.  

The lawmaker also accused the minister of fail-
ing to coordinate between the government and the 
Assembly. Bushehri, herself a former minister who 
resigned following a grilling in the Assembly, said 
she was forced to file the grilling after she felt there 
were two governments - one headed by HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah 
and the other headed by Sheetan. She vowed that 

the grilling will be exceptional and will defend the 
rights of the Kuwaiti people. 

Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun said he 
received the grilling, which will be listed on the 
agenda of the next regular session on Jan 24. The 
grilling against the finance minister is also listed for 
debate in the same session. Sheetan said in a brief 
statement that he will deal with the grilling in 
accordance with the constitution and the internal 
charter of the Assembly. 

Meanwhile, five MPs submitted a draft law stip-
ulating amendments to the voting system of the 
electoral law in which each Kuwaiti voter will be 
entitled to vote for two candidates instead of one 
under the current system. The government unilater-
ally amended the voting system in 2012, allowing 
voters to elect only one candidate instead of four in 
the previous system. That amendment triggered 
street protests by the Kuwaiti opposition. On 
Sunday, Saadoun also proposed to amend the vot-
ing system to allow Kuwaiti voters to elect up to 
four candidates from within their constituencies or 
from other electoral districts. 

Also, MP Ahmad Lari yesterday proposed to 
increase the cost-of-living allowance for Kuwaiti 
employees from KD 120 to KD 300 per month to 
account for the rise in prices in the country.

Crown Prince meets Bhutan King

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace on 
Monday King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, which reflected the strength of bilateral relations. 
The two touched on issues of mutual concern during the meeting attended by senior state officials. — KUNA 

Public holidays announced 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet approved Sunday, Feb 
19 as the Israa and Miraj holiday in lieu of 
Saturday, Feb 18. It also approved Monday, Feb 
27 as a holiday in lieu of the National Day holi-
day which falls on Saturday, Feb 25. The 
Liberation Day holiday is on Sunday, Feb 26. 
Work resumes on Tuesday, Feb 28.

Top Pak lawyer shot dead 
 
PESHAWAR: A top lawyer was murdered at a 
Pakistan high court on Monday by a colleague who 
shot him six times while dressed in full judicial 
robes, police and a witness said. Abdul Latif Afridi 
- former president of Pakistan’s Supreme Court Bar 
Association - was lounging with coworkers in a 
break room at Peshawar High Court when he was 
slain in an apparent grudge attack. — AFP

Putin slams arms deliveries 
 
MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin on Monday 
slammed Kyiv’s “destructive” policies and grow-
ing Western arms supplies to Ukraine in a phone 
call with his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. Putin said Kyiv was pursuing “a 
destructive line” and that it had “bet on the 
intensification of hostilities with the support of 
Western sponsors, who are ramping up supplies 
of weapons and military equipment.” — AFP 

TikTok in talks with Jordan 
 
AMMAN: TikTok said Monday it is in talks with 
Jordan to lift a ban in place since December after 
videos posted on the app were accused of “inciting 
murder and chaos”. “We have faith that through our 
ongoing conversations with the authorities, we can 
arrive at a resolution that would allow TikTok to 
continue serving the millions of users in Jordan,” 
TikTok said in a statement. — AFP 

DUBAI: Dubai recorded real estate transactions 
worth more than $143 billion in 2022, the official 
Dubai Media Office said Monday, calling it a “mile-
stone” for the United Arab Emirate’s main business 
hub. The property boom comes amid an influx of 

Russians who have purchased properties in some of 
Dubai’s most popular areas, after Moscow faced a 
tightening of Western sanctions following its invasion 
of Ukraine. 

“Dubai’s annual real estate transactions have 
crossed the milestone of half a trillion dirhams for 
the first time,” the Dubai Media Office said in a 
statement. “The sector witnessed transactions worth 
a record 528 billion dirhams in 2022, a 76.5 percent 
increase from 2021.” The real estate sector accounts 
for about a third of the economy in Dubai. It has 
steadily grown since an easing of COVID-19 pan-
demic restrictions saw Dubai open up much earlier 

than the rest of the world. 
Russians were the biggest international buyers of 

Dubai real estate last year, Bloomberg reported, citing 
brokerage Betterhomes. It said that the emirate regis-
tered more than 86,000 residential sales transactions 
in 2022, beating the previous record of 80,000 in 
2009. Dubai’s “real estate sector has demonstrated its 
ability to sustain its rapid growth and enhance its 
attractiveness as an investment magnet,” said Sultan 
Butti bin Mejren, director general of the government’s 
Dubai Land Department. “The sector is set to achieve 
even greater growth in the future,” the Dubai Media 
Office quoted him as saying. — AFP 

Dubai property  
transactions 
hit record high

BETHLEHEM: The mother of Omar Khmour, 14, mourns over his body during his funer-
al in Dheisheh refugee camp in the occupied West Bank on Jan 16, 2023. — AFP 

This handout image released on Jan 16, 2023 shows a ‘divert lightning’ in action on 
Santis Mountain in Switzerland. — AFP   

DHEISHEH: Zionist forces killed a 
Palestinian boy Monday near Bethlehem 
in the occupied West Bank, the 
Palestinian health ministry said. Omar 
Khmour, 14, was shot in the head early 
Monday in the Dheisheh refugee camp 
in the southern West Bank and “suc-
cumbed to his wounds”, the ministry 
said. He is the second boy killed in 
Dheisheh during a Zionist military incur-
sion so far this month. 

One person was arrested by troops 
in Dheisheh, the Palestinian Prisoners’ 
Club advocacy group said. The official 
Palestinian news agency Wafa said the 
army had entered the camp “at dawn 
and launched a campaign of raids on 
citizens’ homes”. Mourners gathered 
later Monday for Khmour’s funeral, with 
his mother leading the procession of his 
body through Dheisheh. 

His body was wrapped in a red and 
white keffiyeh scarf and a Palestinian 
flag, before being carried by militants 
from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). Khmour 
is the fourteenth Palestinian  killed in the 
West Bank since the start of the year, 
the majority shot dead by Zionist forces, 
according to an AFP tally. —AFP 

Zionists kill 
Palestinian boy 
in Bethlehem

PARIS: Scientists said Monday they 
have used a laser beam to guide light-
ning for the first time, hoping the 
technique will help protect against 
deadly bolts - and one day maybe 
even trigger them. Lightning strikes 
between 40-120 times a second 
worldwide, killing more than 4,000 
people and causing billions of dollars 
worth of damage every year. 

Yet the main protection against 
these bolts from above is still the 
humble lightning rod, which was first 
conceived by American polymath 
Benjamin Franklin in 1749. A team of 
scientists from six research institu-
tions have been working for years to 
use the same idea but replace the 
simple metal pole with a far more 
sophisticated and precise laser. 

Now, in a study published in the 
journal Nature Photonics, they 
describe using a laser beam - shot 
from the top of a Swiss mountain - to 
guide a lightning bolt for more than 
50 m. “We wanted to give the first 
demonstration that the laser can have  
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