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For many decades, work on the main roads of 
Kuwait is at a snail’s pace, and if they start to 
repair or maintain a street, you the citizen should 

realize that you may die before the work on the street is 
completed. Economists know why merchants, who 
monopolize tenders, are late in completing the job, as 
there is a file for a large number of workers under the 
item of this maintenance or the item of constructing the 
road. This large number is brought into the country, and 
less than half of them work on the project while there 
are many ways to make profit out of the rest. 

Among the reasons behind the delay of constructing 
or repairing roads is that there are profitable changing 
orders, as the number increases with the passing of 
months and years, and because of this, Kuwait people 
are suffering from poor street conditions and procrasti-
nation and stalling. As for repairing streets within resi-
dential areas, this is a dream that we hope remains as 
such and not materialize into reality, because when the 
government opens the door for repairing roads in resi-
dential areas, then that group of merchants will torture 
Kuwait people, this time in front of their homes. 

As for Kuwait’s interest and keenness for develop-
ment, in addition to Kuwait lagging behind its sister 
Gulf countries, are values that lost their effectiveness 
due to many repetitions. They turned into rhetoric, as 
Napoleon Bonaparte said: “There is only one figure in 
rhetoric of serious importance, namely, repetition.” 

Kuwaitis are frustrated with repetition, as we have 
insatiable stomachs and shameless faces. The best 
solution is to let Kuwait people deal with them. Reveal 
the names of owners of companies who won the ten-
der and leave the rest to the people, as long as our 
government is afraid of them. Our affairs in Kuwait are 
still being run by special relations and are used to 
seize tenders for profits, and they are cheating meth-
ods that got us to where we are today - building roads 
with bad standards and road repairs that are not 
according global conditions and standards, so our 
yearly suffering is repeated every time it rains. 

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: “Verily 
from what was learnt by the people from the speech 
of the earliest prophecy is: If you feel no shame, 
then do as you wish.”(Al-Bukhari). Because they 
have no shame, they do as they wish and we remain 
in the circle of torture that is imposed upon us. If 
people do not move apart from the National 
Assembly, which we hope will be different this time, 
and without the government, which is still hesitant 
towards standing with the people, then we all will 
continue suffering from the slow construction and 
bad production, and Kuwait streets and its repairs 
will remain to tell the influence story which spoiled 
the enjoyment of a beautiful country.
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KUWAIT: The National Cancer Awareness 
Campaign (CAN) announced the launch of a can-
cer awareness campaign for January during a 
press conference on Monday, in the presence of 
Chairman of the Campaign Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-
Saleh, in-charge of the thyroid cancer awareness 
initiative Dr Eman Matar Al-Shemmari and in-
charge of the early awareness campaign for youth 
cancer Dr Maryam Abdul Mohsen Al-Otaibi.  

Dr Saleh expressed his gratitude for announc-
ing the launch of the initiatives that aim to educate 
young people of both sexes about cancers, as 
they represent 72 percent of the Kuwaiti society. 
He also praised efforts by CAN to raise awareness 
of thyroid cancer. “This is an important opportu-
nity to highlight the importance of early detection 
of thyroid diseases, including thyroid cancer. 
Thyroid disorders are common among women due 
to the association of the female hormone estrogen 

with the thyroid hormone,” he said. 
“Based on statistics of the Kuwait Cancer 

Control Center (KCCC), thyroid cancer ranked 
second in the country from 2014 to 2018, with 
approximately 500 cases, including 137 cases 
among men, a rate of 1.4 cases per 100,000 people, 
and 363 cases among women, a rate of 6.8 cases 
per 100,000 people,” he said. Dr Saleh indicated 
that early detection of thyroid cancer achieves high 
recovery rates of up to 90 percent, stressing the 
importance of awareness for all groups. 

Dr Shemmari spoke about the thyroid cancer 
awareness campaign, explaining that although 
thyroid cancer ranks fifth in terms of the most 
common cancers in Kuwait, death due to this 
type of cancer is very low, with a mortality rate 
of less than 2 percent of total cases.”After stop-
ping for more than two years due to COVID-19, 
the awareness campaign returned this year to its 
usual activities. Five health centers have been 
selected to be responsible  for  answering 
inquiries from patients and visitors regarding the 
disease,” she said. Dr Shemmari pointed out 
treatment protocols approved by the Ministry of 
Health in Kuwait are presented through lectures 
given to doctors and nursing staff in governmen-
tal hospitals. 

Dr Otaibi said the early awareness campaign 
for youth group cancers is the first of its kind in 
Kuwait, GCC and Middle East, as this campaign 

targets a specific age group and not a specific 
tumor, while previous awareness campaigns 
educated people about specific types of tumors 
such as  breast , co lon and prostate 
cancers.”Through our work in the treatment of 
oncology, we have noticed a large segment of 
young people under 40 who suffer from various 
types of cancers, the most common of which are 
breast, thyroid, colon and urinary tract cancers,” 
she said. 

Despite the development of early detection 
methods and rise in early diagnosis of cancer and 
thus the increase in the recovery rate, Dr Otaibi 
said this does not apply to this age group, as early 
detection does not include those under 40.”The 
number of cancer cases were diagnosed in this 
age category is 532, according to the latest statis-
tics of the Kuwait Cancer Control Center, which is 
approximately 20 percent of the number of cancer 
cases are diagnosed annually, with breast cancer 
constituting 26 percent of cases, followed by thy-
roid cancer with 22 percent, colorectal cancer 
with 23 percent and urinary tract cancers at 17 
percent,” she said. 

Dr Otaibi said the idea of this initiative was 
launched to educate young people in this age 
group about the most common types of cancers, 
their symptoms, how to prevent them and raise 
awareness of the risk factors that increase the 
incidence of cancer, such as smoking.

KUWAIT: Attendees pose for a group photo during the launch of the cancer awareness 
campaign on Monday.

KUWAIT: From Left, Dr Eman Matar Al-Shemmari, Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-Saleh, Dr Maryam 
Abdul Mohsen Al-Otaibi and speaker Samia Al-Seedan.

Ministry assures 
protection for 
jewelry merchants 

 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has assured the protection of the 
rights of all dealers of precious artifacts and 
jewelry who present the metals before the min-
istry for verification and inspection.  

“Regulating the market and protecting the 
sector from any negative repercussions is a 
national responsibility of the ministry and it is 
based on its commitment to its supervisory and 
regulatory role,” the ministry announced.  

“Precious products and jewelry merchants 
must be discharging their social responsibility 
in protecting the sector from any repercussions 

due to any violations in order to preserve the 
rights of the consumers. The ministry granted a 
period of 18 months to implement its decision, 
starting with a full year and followed by an 
additional six months, to avoid any confusion 
among the merchants of precious artifacts and 
jewelry in reconciling their situation,” the min-
istry added. 

The ministry’s steps are part of an integrated 
series that it undertakes as part of the state’s 
efforts to modernize mechanisms to combat 
money-laundering and terror funding in accor-
dance with international standards that are 
expected to be evaluated internationally from 
next May. 

“Precious metal and jewelry dealers must be 
aware that regulating their market and updat-
ing its procedures will reflect on the reputa-
tion of the state as well as their reputation for 
the role of the new regulation in providing 
confidence in their dealings and providing a 

safe environment for sector trading,” it added. 
“The ministry is always ready to facilitate the 

new stamping procedures without delay and as 
quickly as possible in a way that does not affect 
the interests of merchants and the rights of all 
dealers in the sector,” it added. 

“Opposing opinions should not raise suspi-
cions that may not exist in terms of trying to 
hide manipulations that push some to counter 
the ministry’s organizational efforts and 
improve their business environment. The min-
istry will not be lenient while taking measures 
to protect the rights of traders in this sector 
and preserve its supervisory and regulatory 
right,” it clarified. 

The ministry also thanked the majority of 
precious products and jewelry merchants who 
have shown cooperation and positive response 
with the decision. It called on others not to 
delay the implementation of the decision any 
further.

Ex-minister: We 
have removed 
capable expats 

 
KUWAIT: Former health minister Dr Adel 
Al-Sabeeh said Kuwait’s policy to replace 
expat workers with nationals in various 
sectors has hurt Kuwait and led to a 
decline in its social and service levels. 
“When I was health minister, we had 
exceptional medical talents among expats. 
However, total Kuwaitization started, and 
removed many exceptional expatriate con-
sultants from heading medical departments 
as they were replaced by less experienced 
ones, so what happened?” Dr Sabeeh said. 

“The qualified expatriates accepted the 
situation, but some of them looked for oth-
er opportunities in other countries that 
respect their capabilities, while those who 
stayed are only awaiting job opportunities 
in other countries - so who is the biggest 
loser? Definitely Kuwait, as those who are 
il l care about the quality of treatment 
rather than the nationality of the doctor,” 
he added. 

“Kuwaitization in concept is a good 
thing, but it has to be implemented in a sci-
entific manner. Therefore, we must not 
remove an expatriate unless they are 
replaced with Kuwaitis who have equal or 
better capabilities, so that the level of work 
is not hurt. Planning and executing for the 
country while raising the quality of service 
needs exceptional scientific staff, and not 
only to hold Kuwaiti  cit izenship,” Dr 
Sabeeh concluded. 

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan Azamat Karagulov (right) with the Kuwait Times Managing Editor Mustafa Qamhiya during 
the former’s visit to Kuwait Times. During their meeting they discussed issues of mutual interest, particularly means of enhancing 
cooperation between Kyrgyzstan Embassy in Kuwait and Kuwait Times in the area of media. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet studied Monday 
recommendation of the follow-up committee of 
implementing major development projects on the 
periodical report submitted by the Ministry of 
Public Works regarding Kuwait International 
Airport Terminal 2.  

This came during the Cabinet’s weekly session, 
headed by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at Sief Palace, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Barrak Al-Shaitan said after the meeting.  

The Cabinet decided to task the Ministry of 
Public Works and the Central Agency for Public 
Tenders with taking necessary steps to cut red 
tapes, Al-Shaitan noted. The Cabinet then dis-
cussed National Assembly affairs and was briefed 
on the Speaker’s letter submitted on January 10 by 
MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf concerning the grilling 
motion against Minister of Finance and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs and Investment 

Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid.  
The motion will be listed on the next parliament 

session’s agenda in line with the Article 135 of the 
bylaw. The Cabinet expressed reassurance about 
the minister’s responses, stressing that interpellation 
is a constitutional right for MPs.  

On Arab and international political affairs, the 
Cabinet expressed Kuwait’s strong condemnation of 
the terrorist attack that took place near Afghanistan 
Foreign Ministry headquarters and resulted in casu-
alties and injuries. The Cabinet stressed Kuwait’s 
principled and firm position of rejecting all kinds of 
violence and terrorism, affirming standing with the 
Afghan people, offering sincere condolences to the 
relatives of the victims, and wishing a speedy 
recovery to those injured. The Cabinet further 
voiced Kuwait’s sympathy and solidarity with Nepal 
over a passenger plane crash in Pokhara, offering 
condolences to its leadership, government, people 
and relatives of the victims. —KUNA

Cabinet discusses recommendation  
on major development projects

Ministry condemns Afghanistan terror attack, voices solidarity with Nepal

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presides over the Cabinet meeting at 
Sief Palace on Monday.— KUNA 


