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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti and EU experts discuss how to counter terrorism during a workshop at the Kuwait National Library 
on Monday. 

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Information, in coop-
eration with the European Union, organized a 
joint  workshop on Monday at  the National 
Library of Kuwait. The three-day event discusses 
the strategic communications to counter extrem-
ism and terrorism. 

In his opening remarks, Mazen Al-Ansari, Head 
of the Countering Radicalization Team of the 
Ministry of Information and Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary of International Media Sector, said 
“Today’s workshop aims to shed light thoughtfully 
on the methods and means of combating extremism 
on social media platforms and how to use the latest 
technology and information to serve our goal.” 

He affirmed that Kuwait aims to safeguard the 
security of its society and country by focusing on 
awareness campaigns and educating youth, the 
most important group in society which all countries 
depend on for their development and progress. He 
added, “Although this panel discussion was sup-

posed to be held in 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic 
prevented it to happen. The State of Kuwait has 
always been keen to play its role in combating ter-
rorism by developing a strategic plan to promote 
moderation and combat extremism,” he pointed out. 

“With the participation of nearly 400 govern-
mental and private entities and public figures from 
all over the world, Kuwait put a vision aims to 
counter extremist ideology and spread moderation 
in Kuwaiti society through innovative and scientific 
methods as well as media methodologies and elec-
tronic system of effective communication inside 
and outside the country,” he explained. 

Ansari indicated that Kuwait is a country of love 
and peace, and it will always be keen on developing 
its strategy with the countries of the European 
Union, noting that bilateral relations have wit-
nessed continuous progress at all levels. “Kuwait is 
the first Gulf country to sign a cooperation agree-
ment with the EU in 2016, which made it possible 
for more cooperation to exchange experiences and 
viewpoints through workshops and conferences on 

various fields,” he added. 
Charge d’Affaires at the EU Delegation in Kuwait, 

Gediminas Varanavicius, stated that this workshop 
builds on the strong and excellent relations between 
the EU and Kuwait, which remains a reliable partner 
and ally to the EU, assuring the framework of the 
new EU Strategy towards the Gulf including Kuwait, 
which was adopted last year, that focuses on 
enhancing the EU-GCC cooperation on global 
agenda such as security and counter-terrorism. 

“The workshop shows that both Kuwait and the 
EU are facing common global challenges including 
security. We in the EU are convinced that exchang-
ing our experiences and know-how with the Gulf 
region and Kuwait in particular is important to 
overcome those challenges together,” he added. 

Varanavicius revealed that the EU partnership 
with Kuwait in the field of security and counter-ter-
rorism is based on three pillars which are counter-
terrorism finance and money laundering, EU-GCC 
Judicial cooperation, and countering extremism. 

“I would like to stress the importance of interna-

tional cooperation in countering extremism, as this 
joint three-day workshop is an excellent example 
of such cooperation. The presence of so many EU 
ambassadors here today is a testament to this,” he 
pointed out, praising Kuwaiti government for its 
constant support for the Kuwait-EU partnership in 
the field of security and counterterrorism. 

Kuwait’s vision aims to counter extremist  
ideology, spread moderation: Al-Ansari

Kuwait-EU workshop discusses new strategy to combat terrorism

Mazen Al-Ansari Gediminas Varanavicius

Fake social media 
accounts pose  
challenges: Expert 

 
By Majd Othman 
 
KUWAIT: Have you ever found yourself attacked 
on social media by a fake account after commenting 
on a post or writing a tweet? Or arguing with 
someone verbally assaulting you after expressing 
your opinion on a specific issue while using a fake 
account? Kuwait Times spoke to professor and 
journalist Suad Fahad Al-Mojel and discussed the 
reasons some people do not use their real names 
while commenting on social media, what makes 
them attack other users randomly, and how to con-
trol this issue. 

Mojel said creating fake accounts gives people a 
false feeling of power and courage that makes them 
continue their criticism, cursing and attacking with-
out the repercussions that come with direct discus-
sions. “When they have a direct discussion, they are 
enforced to commit to boundaries that others draw 
for them, but having an anonymous identity gives 
them the opportunity to exceed all the boundaries 
imposed by social ties,” she explained. 

“The person who presents a realistic, positive 
and useful argument is more acceptable and does-
n’t need to cover their identity or even use a nick-
name, but people who are using fake accounts 

know they have extrem-
ist or offensive views,” 
Mojel said. “Digital con-
trol is like a dream that 
we are wishing comes 
true. We are witnessing 
an electronic revolution, 
especially in the matter 
of social media that is 
developing rapidly and 
daily, so any attempt to 
surround it with controls 
is an illusion,” she said. 

“Despite the technolog-
ical development that many countries are skilled with, 
they are unable to confront this issue. It is a giant prob-
lem that reached in many cases to hack into important 
international institutes. Therefore, in my point of view, it 
is almost impossible presently to resolve this problem, 
but we can work on mitigating its effects so it doesn’t 
grow and become more horrible. That is actually what 
the world is trying to do,” she said. 

In a previous report, Mojel spoke about why 
some people create fake accounts on social media, 
saying technology has played a big role in influenc-
ing people’s moods. “There is total reliance on 
devices despite our human mind being superior to 
it. We were controlled by it, and this has created 
anger, mood swings and nervousness if it doesn’t 
give us what we need,” she said. “Over time, our 
minds start to act like it, and this reflects it on some 
people’s behaviors, as they unleash their energies 
through fake accounts, attacking others and being 
offensive on social media.”

Suad Fahad Al-Mojel

Endowment,  
minors affairs  
sign protocol  

 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Minors Affairs 
has announced that it has signed a cooperation pro-
tocol with the Endowment ministry with regard to 
organizing activities and programs for those under 
the care of minors’ affairs. 

Acting director of the Authority, Hamad Al-
Barjas said during a press conference after the sign-
ing of the protocol: “The provisions of the protocol 
include the organization of various cultural, educa-
tional and religious programs for those under the 
care, commensurate with their needs and age 
groups, as well as contributing and participating in 
organizing activities for the charitable events under 
the supervision of the Authority.” 

“The Authority is keen to strengthen the partner-
ship in providing services with the entities related 
to its work as the Authority aims to cooperate with 
many government agencies through cyber connec-
tivity and intensify efforts to strengthen institutional 
partnership,” he added. 

On his part, acting undersecretary of the 
Endowment ministry, Muhammed Al-Mutairi laud-

ed the cooperation between the Authority and the 
ministry in providing a variety of programs for 
those under care. 

“Among the programs covered by the agree-
ment are the young readers’ program - the cur-
riculum project, and the holy Quran memorization 
competition program during the month of 
Ramadan, as well as holding special programs for 
minors under care and their families, including 
Quran memorization competitions and honoring 
the ideal mother,” he added.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Minors Affairs and the 
Endowment ministry sign the protocol.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Minors Affairs and Endowment ministry officials during the signing of the protocol.

KUWAIT: Audience attending the workshop. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Al-Najat charity  
sponsors 13,700  
orphans in 2022 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity said in its annual 
report that it had sponsored around 13,700 orphans 
from 16 countries around the world. Head of the 
orphans department within the charity Abdullah Al-
Ruwaished, stated to KUNA that Najat society is keen 
on caring the orphans, especially Syrian refugees, in 
attempt to alleviate some of their sufferings.  

The charity’s role is not limited to distributing 
stipends, explained Al-Ruwaished, but also encom-
passes constant following up on the orphans’ essen-
tial needs and psychological and social affairs. This 
is done in coordination with Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Societal Development as well as the 
Foreign Ministry and Kuwait’s embassies in the con-
cerned countries. —KUNA

GCC woman dies  
in car-truck  
collision 

 
KUWAIT: The public relations department at the 
Kuwait Fire Force has announced that a woman was 
found dead after a road accident involving a car and a 
truck on the King Fahad highway. “The central com-
mand administration has received a tip of the accident 
and fire squads from Nuwaiseeb station was sent to 
the location. The squads found the woman, a GCC 
national, who died on the spot following a collision 
between her car and a truck, the PR department at 
the KFF said. The accident has been dealt with as the 
deceased was sent to the concerned departments.

KUWAIT: Children participate in activities sponsored by Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity.


