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‘The Way of Water’
stays afloat atop N
America box office

“Avatar: The Way of Water”
easily stayed atop the North
American box office for a fifth

straight week, taking in an estimated
$38.5 million on a long holiday weekend,
industry watcher Exhibitor Relations said
Sunday. That brought the domestic total
for the Disney/20th Century blockbuster-
the story of a blue-skinned race on a dis-
tant moon-to an impressive $570 million,
on top of an international total of $1.33
billion.

“The Way of Water,” a sequel to the
2009 film that was the top grosser ever,
could be the first film to hit $2 billion
worldwide since the COVID pandemic
struck, Variety reported. In second place
over the four-day Martin Luther King Jr.
weekend was scary-doll thril ler
“M3GAN,” from Universal and
Blumhouse, at an estimated $21.2 mil-
lion. The humanoid doll in question,
designed as a companion to a young
orphan girl, takes on a creepy life of her
own Universal’s family-oriented “Puss in
Boots: The Last Wish,” an animated
“Shrek” spinoff, again placed third, tak-
ing in $17.3 million. Fourth place went to

“A Man Called Otto,” at $15 million. The
Sony film, a feel-good adaptation of
Swedish novel “A Man Called Ove,”
stars Tom Hanks as a world-class cur-
mudgeon forced to deal with some car-
ing neighbors.

And in fifth was a new Lionsgate
release, action-thriller “Plane,” at $11.6
million. Gerard Butler stars as a pilot
who has to work with a convicted killer
(played by Mike Colter) to protect pas-
sengers after the plane crash-lands in a

remote Philippine jungle controlled by
armed militias. Rounding out the top 10
were:

“House Party” ($4.5 million)
“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever”

($2.6 million)

“The Whale” ($1.8 million)
“Whitney Houston: I Wanna Dance

With Somebody” ($1.4 million)
“Waltair Veerayya” ($1.2 million)

—AFP

Tiger escapes
farm, attacks man
in South Africa

Atiger is on the loose after escaping
an exotic farm near Johannesburg
in South Africa, attacking a man

and several other animals, police and a
community leader said Monday. The
eight-year-old female Bengal tiger
escaped its enclosure at the private farm
on Saturday after an unknown person cut
the fence, according to Gresham Mandy,
a member of a local policing forum. The
big cat went on to attack a man, two
dogs, and a deer kept at the same farm
in the Walkerville area, 30 kilometers (18
miles) from the economic hub of
Johannesburg in Gauteng, the country’s
most populous province.

The 39-year-old man survived the
attack, however one dog and the deer
were killed, and the second dog was so
badly injured it had to be put down, said
Mandy. “The search is still on,” for the
tiger, police spokesman Dimakatso Sello,
told AFP. About 40 people from the
police, nature conservation organizations
and local community groups are involved
in the hunt for the tiger.

“We are using drones, (a) helicopter

...but it’s proving a little difficult with the
density of the bush,” Mandy told AFP.
The striped and endangered big cats are
not native to South Africa, but in recent
years tiger breeding has become com-
mon in the country. South Africa has no
official count of its tiger population. A
report by global animal rights charity,
Four Paws, showed that 359 tigers —
almost a tenth of the world’s tiger popu-
lation — were exported from South
Africa from 2011-2020, most of them
sold to zoos.  — AFP 

Sprawling across the Nile’s west-
ern bank is one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world.

Entombing long-gone pharaohs, the
Great Pyramids are worthy of the list-
ing as they have withstood the test of
time and retained the air of wonder for

more than 2,500 years BCE. 
More recently, the historical site

has been attracting wide media atten-
tion as it has been hosting cultural and
artistic exhibitions, sporting events
and international fashion shows.
These events are a golden opportunity

to flaunt the mesmerizing beauty of
the scenery as well as the Egyptian
heritage, and a chance to promote the
tourism sector and the Egyptian econ-
omy as a whole. — KUNA 


