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LOS ANGELES: LeBron James became only the sec-
ond player in NBA history to score more than 38,000
career points on Sunday but his Los Angeles Lakers fell
to a third straight defeat with a 113-112 loss to the
Philadelphia 76ers. James is now second only to fellow
Laker Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s record of 38,387 points
on the NBA’s all-time career scoring list and he is
expected to surpass that total in the coming weeks.

James put up 35 points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds for the Lakers, passing the 38,000-mark in
the first quarter, and his achievement was acknowl-
edged by the crowd and players. But after the game
ended in defeat for the Lakers, with Joel Embiid getting
35 points and 11 rebounds for the 76ers, James was in
no mood to reflect on his personal milestone.

Asked whether he had thoughts on the achievement
he replied simply in the negative and chose to reflect on
his team’s disappointing form. “It’s just frustrating to get
into those positions and not come out with a victory,”
said James. Russell Westbrook was unable to make a
play in the final seconds of the game for the Lakers.
“We got a stop, gave ourselves a chance to win the
game and didn’t,” he said.

Nikola Vucevic produced a 43-point masterpiece as
the Chicago Bulls overpowered the slumping NBA
champion Golden State Warriors 132-118 on Sunday.
Montenegrin star Vucevic bagged his ninth straight
double-double after stepping up in the absence of
injured DeMar DeRozan to help the Bulls snap a three-
game losing streak at Chicago’s United Center.

Vucevic’s performance was the centerpiece of a bal-
anced all-round offensive display by Chicago, who saw
six players finish with double-digit points tallies. Zach
LaVine added 27 points while Alex Caruso and Ayo
Dosunmu had 12 points apiece. Coby White added 15
from the bench. “I got going really early,” said Vucevic
after going 18-for-31 from the field with five three-
pointers. “It’s hard to explain. You just get this feeling
within yourself that it’s kinda gonna be your night and
you just play.

“We really moved the ball. We really played aggres-
sively offensively and I was able to get into my spots.”

The victory was the perfect tonic for the Bulls (20-24)
as they now head to Paris next week for a regular sea-
son fixture against the Detroit Pistons on Thursday.

Alarm bell
But the loss was another alarm bell for the struggling

Warriors, the reigning NBA champions who are in
eighth place in the Western Conference standings with
a 21-22 record. Klay Thompson led the Golden State
scoring with 26 points but the Warriors were left count-
ing the cost of 23 turnovers. “We’re having trouble
stacking good decision upon good decision,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said. “You can make all kinds of
excuses but it doesn’t matter,” Kerr added.
“Everybody’s got excuses, everyone’s got injuries with

guys in and out of the rotation. We just got to do bet-
ter.” The Western Conference leading Denver Nuggets
beat the Orlando Magic 119-116 with Nikola Jokic get-
ting the deciding three-pointer with 1.2 seconds left.
Jokic produced his 12th triple double of the season with
17 points, ten rebounds and 14 assists. Julius Randle
scored a season-high 42 points as the New York Knicks
bagged their third straight victory with a 117-104 defeat
of Detroit. Randle also hauled in 15 rebounds while
team-mate Jalen Brunson finished with 27 points in a
comfortable victory for the Knicks, who are sixth in the
Eastern Conference table. Damian Lillard scored 40
points for the Portland Trail Blazers as they beat the
Dallas Mavericks 140-123. Mavericks’ Slovenian star
Luka Doncic was rested for the game. — AFP 

LeBron James passes historic
38,000-pt mark as Lakers lose

Nadal victorious
but Kyrgios suffers
Open heartbreak
MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal launched his
Australian Open title defense with a four-set victo-
ry over Britain’s Jack Draper on Monday, as home
hope Nick Kyrgios quit through injury without hit-
ting a ball. In the women’s draw, top seed Iga
Swiatek survived a tough examination while
Jessica Pegula and teenage prodigy Coco Gauff
were both emphatic winners on the first day of
action.

Spanish great Nadal, 36, had been in poor form
by his sky-high standards, losing six of his last sev-
en matches stretching back to defeat in the last 16
at the US Open. In fast-rising Draper, 21, the 22-
time Grand Slam champion faced a stern test to
start his campaign at a sweltering Melbourne Park.
Top seed Nadal recovered from a second-set
wobble - and a bizarre incident when a ball boy
accidentally took his racquet - to defeat the 38th-
ranked Briton 7-5, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1 at Rod Laver
Arena.

Nadal, who recently became a father, faces
American Mackenzie McDonald in round two.
“Very exciting, new beginning, just super-happy to
be back at Rod Laver with a victory I needed,” he
said after grinding down Draper. “Last couple of
months have not been easy for me.”

Nadal was on court when Australia’s talented
but temperamental Kyrgios called a hastily
arranged press conference and announced that he
was out of the tournament with a knee injury. “I’m
devastated, obviously,” said the Wimbledon finalist,
who was considered an outside bet to win a maid-
en Grand Slam crown. “I’ve had some great tour-
naments here, winning the doubles last year and
playing the tennis of my life probably going into
this event. “I’m just exhausted from everything, and
(it’s) obviously pretty brutal.”—AFP

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James of the Los Angeles Lakers dribbles as Joel Embiid of the Philadelphia 76ers defends at
Crypto.com Arena on Jan 15, 2023. —AFP 

CINCINNATI: Tyler Huntley of the Baltimore Ravens fumbles the ball that is recovered by Sam Hubbard of the Cincinnati
Bengals to score a 98 yard touchdown at Paycor Stadium on Jan 15, 2023. — AFP 

Bills, Giants and
Bengals advance
from thrilling round
NEW YORK: The Buffalo Bills, the New York Giants
and the Cincinnati Bengals all advanced from the wild-
card round of the NFL playoffs after thrilling battles
on Sunday. Josh Allen shrugged off an error-strewn
display to lead the Bills to a 34-31 victory over the
Miami Dolphins in the NFL playoffs while the New
York Giants upset the Vikings 31-24 in Minnesota. The
Bengals met some stern resistance from AFC North
rivals the Baltimore Ravens but emerged victorious
thanks to a 98-year fumble return from Sam Hubbard -
the longest fumble return in playoff history.

With only Monday’s mouth-watering clash between
the Dallas Cowboys and Tom Brady’s Tampa Bay
Buccaneers remaining, the field is almost set for next
weekend’s divisional round games. The Giants will
travel to AFC East rivals the Philadelphia Eagles on
Saturday while the Bills and Bengals will meet again
after their regular season game earlier this month was
canceled following the on-field cardiac arrest for Bills
safety Damar Hamlin.

The Jacksonville Jaguars travel to Kansas City to
face the Chiefs while the San Francisco 49ers will host
the winners of the Dallas-Tampa Bay contest. Bills
quarterback Allen threw two interceptions and gave
up a fumble touchdown to effectively gift underdogs
Miami 24 points before finally leading Buffalo to victo-
ry at Highmark Stadium. 

The heavily favored Bills looked to be motoring
towards a comprehensive win after a dominant start.
Allen connected with Dawson Knox from six yards for
the opening score and then James Cook rushed over
from 12 yards to put the Bills ahead before a Tyler Bass
field goal made it 17-0. But Miami, with third choice

Skylar Thompson at quarterback, got back into the
game with three field goals from Jason Sanders to trim
the Bills’ lead to 17-9.

An Allen interception then handed Miami good field
position at the Buffalo 18-yard line and Thompson
found tight end Mike Gesicki for a touchdown. A two-
point conversion leveled the score at 17-17 before
another Bass field goal allowed Buffalo to regain the
lead at 20-17 at the break. But Miami came roaring
back at the start of the third quarter, with Eric Rowe
flattening Allen to force a fumble. Dolphins defensive
tackle Zach Sieler scooped up the loose ball and glee-
fully scampered into the end zone to help Miami take a
24-20 lead.

Art of survival
Allen steadied the ship however with back-to-back

touchdown drives to put Buffalo 10 points clear at 34-
24. Miami set up a tense finale when Jeff Wilson
rushed over from close range early in the fourth quar-
ter to put the Dolphins within a field goal at 34-31 but
Buffalo’s defense held firm. Quarterback Dan Jones led
the Giants to their first playoff victory since 2011,
delivering a near immaculate display, throwing for 301
yards and two touchdowns while rushing for 78 yards.

Jones, allied with the powerful rushing of running-
back Saquon Barkley, who had two touchdowns, tri-
umphed in a game where both offenses dominated.
Vikings quarterback Kirk Cousins opened the scoring
with a one-yard run but the Giants responded strongly
with Barkley bursting 28 yards down the left to score
and then put themselves 14-7 up with Jones finding
Isaiah Hodgins with a 14-yard pass.

New York extended their lead with a field goal
before the Vikings reduced the deficit before half-time
with Cousins connecting with K.J. Osborn on a nine
yard touchdown pass. Jones led the Giants to a 10-
point lead with a nine-yard pass to Daniel Bellinger
but the Vikings kept themselves in contention with an
Irv Smith reception on a three-yard pass from Cousins
after an eight-play drive.—AFP

HONOLULU: Kim Si-woo  of South Korea poses with the tro-
phy after winning the Sony Open at Waialae Country Club
on Jan 15, 2023. — AFP 
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MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return
against Britain’s Jack Draper on day one of the
Australian Open on Jan 16, 2023. — AFP 

‘King is back’:
Cricketers hail
Kohli masterclass
NEW DELHI: India’s Virat Kohli won praise from the
cricketing world on Monday after his third one-day
international century in four matches silenced critics
doubting his place in the team. Kohli, 34, smashed an
unbeaten 166 to lead India to the biggest-ever ODI
win by 317 runs against Sri Lanka on Sunday, his 46th
ODI ton and 74th in all formats. The former captain
ended last year with an ODI century against
Bangladesh and began 2023 with another 113 in the Sri
Lanka opener to announce his return as a run machine
in style.

Kohli went through an extended lean patch last
year, failing to reach three figures in over 1,000 days.
He quit as T20 skipper in late 2021 and in January
2022 was sacked from the ODI captaincy and gave up
leading the Test side too. “King Kohli” last week spoke
again about his mental struggles during his dry phase,
including how he had been “snappy” around his
Bollywood actress wife Anushka Sharma.

“In my case, in denial, frustration was creeping in. I
was very cranky, very snappy in my space,” Kohli told
the Indian cricket board’s website bcci.tv. “It was not
fair on Anushka, my close ones, it’s not fair on the peo-
ple who support you. So I had to take responsibility
and kind of put things in perspective.”

But he hit his first century after 1020 days in the
Asia Cup Twenty20 tournament in September last year
and hasn’t looked back since. Veteran commentator
Harsha Bhogle said, “the king is back to doing what he
does best, scoring hundreds”. Kohli’s long-time IPL
friend and former teammate at Royal Challengers
Bangalore AB de Villiers tweeted: “Virat Kohli!
Different level.” “It’s wonderful to see Virat Kohli back
at his best in white-ball cricket, this unbeaten 166 was
special even by his lofty standards,” batting great VVS
Laxman wrote on Twitter.—AFP

Sarfaraz cried after
Australia Test snub
NEW DELHI: Indian batting sensation Sarfaraz
Khan said he wept after being ignored for the first
two Test matches against Australia despite having a
first-class batting average second only to Sir
Donald Bradman. The 25-year-old has been one of
the most consistent performers in the local Ranji
Trophy competition this season, scoring 431 runs in
five games for Mumbai so far. Last summer, Sarfaraz
amassed 982 runs in six games at an average of
122.75, including four centuries.

In 36 first-class games so far, the middle-order
batsman has accumulated 3,380 runs at an average of
80.47. Only late Australian great Bradman (95.14)

boasts a higher first-class average among batsmen
who have played at least 50 innings. “When the team
was announced and my name wasn’t there, I was sad
the whole day, when we travelled from Guwahati to
Delhi, I was feeling very lonely. I cried too,” he was
quoted as saying by the Times of India.

Sarfaraz then called up his father Naushad Khan,
a coach, for help during the low phase. “I called my
dad to Delhi. He spoke to me, I practiced with him,
and then felt better.” Indian selectors announced a
17-member squad on Friday for the first two Tests of
the four-match series against Australia at home
beginning on Feb 9.

Explosive batsman Suryakumar Yadav won a
maiden Test call-up while Ishan Kishan, another
white-ball specialist, was also named in the side with
first-choice wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant recovering
after a car accident. Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
was left out over fitness concerns.—AFP

Kim’s late birdie
blast seals Sony
Open victory
HONOLULU: South Korea’s Kim Si-woo produced a
barnstorming birdie-birdie finish to snatch a one-shot
victory at the PGA Tour’s Sony Open in Hawaii on
Sunday. The 27-year-old from Seoul clinched his
fourth career PGA Tour title - and first for two years -
after carding a second straight six-under-par 64 at
Waialae Country Club in Honolulu.

Kim’s closing final round saw him squeeze past
third-round leader Hayden Buckley, who had been
chasing his first title on the tour. A see-saw finale saw
Kim and Buckley match each other shot-for-shot, with
little to choose between the two players and the possi-
bility of a playoff looming. Buckley looked poised for
victory after a birdie putt on the 16th saw him move to
17 under for a one-shot lead.

But Kim, playing in the group ahead, hit back
moments later to regain a share of the lead after bril-
liantly chipping in from 27 feet. The Korean was in no
mood to surrender the initiative, and conjured another
moment of magic on the par-five 18th to take sole pos-
session of the lead at 18 under. After finding a fairway
bunker with his tee-shot, Kim blasted a superb iron
out of the sand onto the green to give himself a long
eagle chance.

He rolled a perfectly weighted putt just short to set
up a tap-in for birdie. That piled the pressure on
Buckley, who could only par the 17th, meaning he
would need to birdie the last to force a playoff.
Buckley, who had eagled the same hole on Saturday,
was in trouble off the tee, finding the right rough down
the fairway and then his second came up short of the
green. His chip rolled 12 feet past the hole, leaving him
with an awkward birdie putt which he duly missed to
finish with a two-under-par 68, leaving him on 17
under with a 72-hole aggregate 263. Kim, who started
the day three off the pace, said patience had been the
key to his round. —AFP


