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‘Spectacular’ Gavi shines as Barcelona 
beat Madrid to win Spanish Super Cup

RIYADH: Barcelona convincingly beat Real 
Madrid 3-1 in Saudi Arabia on Sunday to win the 
Spanish Super Cup, their first trophy since coach 
Xavi Hernandez took over. Inspired by teenager 
Gavi, who scored himself and set up goals for 
Robert Lewandowski and Pedri Gonzalez, the 
Catalans produced one of their best performances 
in years against their bitter Clasico rivals. 

Having enjoyed great success as a player at 
Barca, Xavi returned in November 2021 and after 
a summer of heavy spending this emphatic victory 
is a sign his project is moving in the right direc-
tion. Karim Benzema netted a late consolation for 
Madrid, who have been far from their best since 
the World Cup break and also fell three points 
behind Barcelona in La Liga last weekend. 

Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti suffered his first 
defeat in a final since 2014, with Los Blancos sur-
rendering the trophy they earned last season to 
Barcelona, who have now won the Super Cup a 
record 14 times. “We knew it was a chance we had 
to take, we have lived through an era of changes 
at the club and in the dressing room, and this will 
reinforce us to keep fighting for more titles,” 
Barca captain Sergio Busquets told Movistar. 

Xavi crucially deployed four central midfield-
ers, with 18-year-old Gavi drifting inside off a 
nominal starting position on the left and frequent-
ly giving Madrid right-back Dani Carvajal the slip. 
Barcelona broke the deadlock when Busquets 
pressed well after a loose Antonio Rudiger pass, 
leading to Lewandowski feeding Gavi, who slotted 
home confidently. 

Gavi turned provider for the second, running 
on to De Jong’s pass and sliding the ball across for 
Lewandowski to finish clinically. “(Gavi) is a kid 

that excites us all, when you see him compete like 
that, putting his soul out there, he’s a character 
that is contagious for the team, he has an innate 
capacity for leadership,” Xavi told a press confer-
ence. “It comes from inside him, it’s spectacular. 
At 18, I have said it many times, but don’t let it 
stop, he has no ceiling this boy.” 

 
Real ‘weaknesses’ 

Gavi, who won the Golden Boy award in 2022, 
was the game’s outstanding performer and 
showed Barcelona are in good hands both now 
and for years to come. Madrid’s own young star 
Vinicius Junior was shackled by Ronald Araujo, 
the Uruguayan playing at right-back to directly 
subdue the Brazilian’s threat. “Today I think we 
were lacking, we went out there giving 90 per-
cent, 80 percent, and in a final against a rival like 
this, you can’t do that,” Madrid midfielder Fede 
Valverde told Movistar. 

Courtois denied Dembele after a bri l l iant 
Alejandro Balde run and the overworked Belgian 
stopper was keeping Madrid’s slim hopes alive. By 
contrast, Barcelona’s Marc-Andre ter Stegen went 
untested until the 70th minute, by when his side 
had netted their third. Lewandowski released Gavi, 
who crossed for Pedri to tap home at the back 
post as Barcelona romped to a compelling victory. 

The only blot on Barcelona’s copybook was a 
late Benzema strike, finishing after his first effort 
was blocked. “To say it was humiliation is disre-
spectful,” Ancelotti told a news conference. “We 
lost a game against Barcelona like we beat them in 
the league. They played better and they deserved 
it, full stop.” The biggest blow for Madrid may 
prove to be the morale boost the victory is for 

their rivals. 
Although Xavi will ultimately be judged on his 

performance in major competit ions - and 
Barcelona have already been eliminated from this 
season’s Champions League - he was thrilled by 
the victory. “It brings a lot of calm, confidence, 

because what we planned worked brilliantly, we 
beat Madrid, dominating the whole game,” said 
Xavi. “I’ll take how we played from this, it is very 
important to me. The trophy, yes, but how (we 
won it). We have three trophies to play for this 
season and this gives us confidence.”  —AFP

RIYADH: Barcelona’s players celebrate on the podium after winning the Spanish Super Cup final against Real Madrid at 
the King Fahd International Stadium on Jan 15, 2023.  —AFP

Lloris howler puts 
Arsenal on course 
for derby delight 

 
LONDON: Arsenal powered to their first 
Premier League win at Tottenham in nine years 
as the leaders took advantage of Hugo Lloris’ 
blunder to seal a 2-0 victory in Sunday’s north 
London derby. Mikel Arteta’s side were gifted 
the lead by Tottenham goalkeeper Lloris, who 
pushed Bukayo Saka’s cross into his own net 
early in the first half. Martin Odegaard added 
Arsenal’s second goal with a superb long-
range strike before the interval. 

Arsenal’s first league double over their bit-
ter rivals since 2013-14 moved them eight 
points clear of second placed Manchester City 
after the champions’ defeat at Manchester 
United on Saturday. As Arsenal’s unexpected 
title charge gathers pace, their trip up the 
Seven Sisters Road to fifth placed Tottenham 
was a significant test of their mettle. 

They passed with flying colors at a venue 
which had been a house of horrors for the 
Gunners, who had lost all three games at 
Tottenham’s plush new stadium since it opened 
in 2019. Last season’s 3-0 collapse was espe-
cially painful, with Tottenham going on to 
snatch a top four finish at their neighbours’ 
expense. But Arsenal no longer have to worry 
about scrapping for a top four berth after tak-
ing the Premier League by storm this season. 

Even losing out to Chelsea in the race to 
sign Shakhtar Donetsk winger Mykhailo 
Mudryk on Sunday could be dismissed as a 
minor inconvenience thanks to this statement 
success. Unbeaten in their last 12 league 
games, the Gunners are in pole position to 
win the title for the first time since Arsene 
Wenger’s Invincibles reigned supreme in 
2004. —AFP 

Chelsea splash out 
to beat Arsenal to 
€100m Mudryk 

 
LONDON: Chelsea swooped to beat Arsenal to the 
signing of Ukrainian international winger Mykhailo 
Mudryk from Shakhtar Donetsk for a fee that could 
rise to 100 million euros ($108 million) on Sunday. 
Shakhtar confirmed that Mudryk will cost the Blues an 
initial 70 million euros with a further 30 million in per-
formance related add-ons. The 22-year-old has signed 
an eight-and-a-half year deal at Stamford Bridge. 

A long-term target for the Gunners, Mudryk 
looked set to join the Premier League leaders but 
Arsenal refused to match Shakhtar’s 100 million 
euro valuation. “We always want to improve the 
squad,” said Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta after his 
side’s 2-0 win at Tottenham on Sunday. “The club is 
the first one that is trying to do everything we can 

to improve the players. But I think as well we have 
to have some discipline.” 

Chelsea had no such reservations as another huge 
deal takes their spending on transfers in the first sea-
son under the ownership of Todd Boehly’s consortium 
above £400 million. “We are delighted to welcome 
Mykhailo to Chelsea,” said Boehly and Chelsea co-
owner Behdad Eghbali in a club statement. “He’s a 
hugely exciting talent who we believe will be a terrific 
addition to our squad both now and in the years to 
come. “He will add further depth to our attack and we 
know he’ll get a very warm welcome to London.” 

Mudryk draped himself in the Ukrainian flag as 
he was presented at half-time of Chelsea’s 1-0 win 
over Crystal Palace. He scored 12 goals in just 44 
first team appearances for Shakhtar, including three 
in the group stages of this season’s Champions 
League. “I’m so happy to sign for Chelsea,” said 
Mudryk. “This is a huge club, in a fantastic league 
and it is a very attractive project for me at this stage 
of my career. “I’m excited to meet my new team-
mates and I’m looking forward to working and 
learning under Graham Potter and his staff.” —AFP 

LONDON: Chelsea’s new signing, Ukrainian midfielder 
Mykhailo Mudryk, is introduced to the crowd at half-time at 
Stamford Bridge on Jan 15, 2023. —AFP

Mbappe back 
but PSG beaten 
by Rennes 

 
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe made his return from a post-
World Cup holiday but Paris Saint-Germain went 
down 1-0 away to Rennes in Ligue 1 on Sunday, a 
result which leaves them just three points clear at the 
top of the table halfway through the season. Rennes 
captain Hamari Traore scored the game’s only goal in 
the 65th minute in the rain in Brittany to condemn 
PSG to a second successive away league loss after 
they went down 3-1 at second-placed Lens on New 
Year’s Day. 

Prior to that they had gone unbeaten through 
their first 23 matches this season in all competitions 
and this latest setback gives their rivals hope in the 
title race. “I am disappointed with our performance 
because we conceded too many chances and created 
nothing,” said PSG coach Christophe Galtier, who 
complained of a “total absence of a presence in the 
penalty box” after opting to leave Mbappe on the 
bench at kick-off. This was the first time that 
Mbappe, Lionel Messi and Neymar had appeared on 
the pitch together since PSG’s superstar attacking 
trio returned from the World Cup. Messi had been 
afforded an extended holiday after guiding Argentina 
to glory in Doha and scored on his return in a 2-0 
win against Angers in midweek. Mbappe, scorer of a 
hat-trick for France in the World Cup final as they 
lost on penalties to Argentina, had played in his club’s 
first two games after the tournament before missing 
their last two as he took a holiday in New York with 
teammate Achraf Hakimi. He was expected to start on 
Sunday but instead began on the bench as the 20-
year-old Hugo Ekitike played in front of Messi and 

Neymar. Without their leading scorer PSG were 
blunt up front and Rennes goalkeeper Steve 
Mandanda did not have a save of note to make until 
he kept out a Danilo Pereira header three minutes 
into the second half. 

Mbappe replaced Ekitike in the 56th minute and 
did so to applause from the home fans. Yet Rennes 
went ahead soon after as their Malian right-back 
Traore swept in a cutback from Adrien Truffert, and 
Mbappe-making his 200th Ligue 1 appearance - 
then squandered a chance to equalize when he burst 
through on goal but blazed over with just the goal-
keeper to beat. —AFP 

Atletico drop 
more points in 
Almeria draw 

 
ALMERIA, Spain: Atletico Madrid dropped two more 
points in an increasingly frustrating campaign with a 1-1 
draw at Almeria on Sunday in La Liga. The visitors 
went ahead through Angel Correa but El Bilal Toure 
pegged back Diego Simeone’s side, fourth and 13 
points behind leaders Barcelona. Atletico should have 
won the game in the second half but Almeria goalkeep-
er Fernando Martinez made stunning saves to deny 
Alvaro Morata and Correa. 

Sergio Reguilon, who came on as a substitute, was 
sent off for Atletico for two yellow cards in under five 
minutes in the final stages. Simeone’s side have now 
won just one of their last six league games, against bot-

tom-of-the-table Elche, and could not bounce back 
from their defeat by Barcelona last weekend. “We had a 
lot of chances to score,” Atletico defender Mario 
Hermoso told DAZN. 

“You are left with a strange feeling when you aren’t 
capable of winning. If we had scored three clear 
chances in the first half and three in the second, the 
game would have been more comfortable, and with a 
bigger scoreline, they had two chances.” Atletico had 
taken the lead in the 18th minute after a clever dummy 
by Antoine Griezmann allowed Correa to run on to 
Geoffrey Kondogbia’s pass. The Argentine fired home 
at the near post to record his 50th league goal for the 
Rojiblancos. 

Sergio Akieme lashed over as Almeria searched for 
an instant response, more than holding their own in the 
first half. Eventually the hosts levelled before the break 
through Toure, netting his fourth league goal of the 
season with a powerful header from Lucas Robertone’s 
cross. The Mali international found space behind Axel 
Witsel and capitalised brilliantly. —AFP 

ALMERIA, Spain: Atletico Madrid’s Spanish midfielder 
Marcos Llorente fights for the ball with Almeria’s 
Portuguese midfielder Samu Costa at the Mediterranean 
Games Municipal Stadium on Jan 15, 2023. —AFP

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s French goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris dives but concedes a second goal against 
Arsenal at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on Jan 15, 
2023. —AFP

RENNES: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe 
fights for the ball with Rennes’ Malian defender Hamari Traore 
at the Roazhon Park stadium on Jan 15, 2023.  —AFP

Atalanta stick 8 
past Salernitana, 
coach sacked 

 
ROME: Atalanta demolished Salernitana 8-2 on 
Sunday as they became the first team to score eight 
times in a Serie A game since Inter Milan in 1996. 
Ademola Lookman struck twice with six other players 
on the scoresheet for Atalanta, who are three points 
away from the Champions League places in sixth. 
Jeremie Boga put Atalanta into an early lead with his 
first goal for the club since signing from Sassuolo in the 
close season. 

Boulaye Dia equalized for Salernitana but Lookman 
converted a penalty to put the hosts back on top. 
Giorgio Scalvini, Teun Koopmeiners - who tucked 
away the rebound from his spot-kick - and Rasmus 
Hojlund added further goals before half-time. 
Lookman netted again on 54 minutes with Hans 
Nicolussi Caviglia then pull ing one back for 
Salernitana. Ederson bagged Atalanta’s seventh and 
Nadir Zortea completed the rout. 

Atalanta are level on points with both Lazio and 
Roma. They go to Juventus next weekend with a 
chance to break into the top four. “It will be a difficult 
match but one which can give us an indication about 
our growth,” Atalanta coach Gian Piero Gasperini 
told DAZN. 

Salernitana sacked their coach Davide Nicola, the 
club announced on Monday. Nicola arrived at the 
club last February when the team was in bottom spot. 
He generated a revival that saved them from relega-
tion and earned him a contract extension. “The club 
thanks the coach for his passion and dedication (and) 
for achieving the historic goal of staying in Serie A 
and wishes him the best for the continuation of his 
career,” Salernitana said in a statement. “After such a 
loss there’s really no analysis to be done, it just means 
you didn’t have enough determination,” Nicola had 
said after watching his team’s winless run increase to 
six games. 

 
Dybala at the double 

Paulo Dybala grabbed both goals for Roma in their 
2-0 home win over Fiorentina, who played over an hour 
with 10 men after Brazilian defender Dodo was sent off. 
World Cup winner Dybala volleyed Roma ahead from 
the edge of the area. His second came late on after 
Tammy Abraham burst free down the right and squared 
for the Argentine to tap home. Lazio recovered from 
the early exit of captain Ciro Immobile to injury to earn 
a 2-0 win at Sassuolo. 

Mattia Zaccagni opened the scoring before the break 
by converting a penalty awarded after Sassuolo defender 
Jeremy Toljan handled the ball at a corner. Felipe 
Anderson added a second deep into injury time with 
Lazio, in fifth, staying in touch of third-placed Juventus 
and Inter Milan, and four points adrift of champions AC 
Milan. Maurizio Sarri’s side took advantage of second-
placed Milan’s 2-2 draw at Lecce, with Juventus on 
Friday crushed 5-1 by Napoli, who are top of the stand-
ings with a healthy nine-point advantage. —AFP 


