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KUWAIT:  Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital 
service provider, awarded the winners of its 
‘Best Player’ award in the latest three rounds 
of the Kuwait Premier League (Dawri Zain) 
in recognition of their outstanding perform-
ance on the pitch. The company dedicates 
the award to players who contribute to 
adding elegance to the league and ultimate-
ly elevating Kuwaiti football. 

Zain announced the winners: Al-Arabi 
Sports Club player Bandar Al-Salama, win-
ner of the ninth round (award received on 
his behalf by his colleague Jumaa Aboud), 
Al-Sahil Sports Club player Rashid Al- 
Mutairi, winner of the tenth round, and Al 
Nasir Sports Club player Mohammed 
Daham Al-Enzi, winner of the eleventh 
round. The recognition took place at Zain’s 
headquarters, attended by the technical 
committee’s head Saad Al-Houti, commit-
tee member Wael Sulaiman, and Zain 
Kuwait’s Corporate Relations Department 
Manager Hamad Al-Musaibeeh.  

Zain offers KD 50,000 of prizes for 
athletes and fans per season, which is the 
biggest prize pool ever to be distributed 
in the Kuwaiti League’s history. By dedi-

cating cash prizes for athletes, the com-
pany seeks to encourage players to pur-
sue excellence and elevate the league’s 
performance. Zain has started presenting 
the prizes from the ninth round of the 
current season.  

Zain’s cash prizes for athletes are as fol-
lows: Player of the Season Prize: KD 
10,000, Player of the Round Prize: KD 
500, Season’s Top Scorer Prize: KD 5,000, 
Season’s Best Goalkeeper Prize: KD 5,000, 
Season’s Best Coach KD 3,000, and 
Season’s Rising Star Prize: KD 2,000.  

A special committee has been formed 
in coordination with the Kuwait Football 
Association to outline the standards and 
criteria on which the winners are select-
ed. The committee is membered by for-
mer Kuwaiti international players Saad 
Al-Houti (as the committee’s head), Wael 
Sulaiman, Osama Hussain, and 
Mohammed Benyaan.  

Zain is the Official Sponsor of the 
KFA’s competitions for the next four sea-
sons (2022-2026), including the Kuwaiti 
Premier League (now known as Dawri 
Zain) and the First Division League. Zain 

is also supporting HH the Amir’s Cup, HH 
the Crown Prince’s Cup, and the KFA 
Cup (Zain Cup).  

Zain’s role centers around three main 
areas; supporting athletes with cash 
prizes, launching social events and inter-
acting with fans at stadiums, and an all-
new surprise:  the f irst-ever Fantasy 
Football League in Kuwaiti football’s his-

tory. These contributions and more go in 
l ine with the KFA’s vision to further 
enrich the local football scene, given that 
it  is  the most beloved sports among 
Kuwaitis.   

Zain firmly believes that the private 
sector has a vital  and active role in 
developing the local sports and youth 
sectors, and it makes this belief a reality 

by sponsoring and supporting some of 
the biggest sports programs in the 
nation. This partnership with Kuwait’s 
top footbal l  competit ion comes to 
strengthen the leadership role Zain plays 
in the local sports scene and is perfectly 
in line with the company’s sustainability 
and social  responsibi l i ty strategy 
towards the sports and youth sectors.

Zain awards stars of Dawri 
Zain’s latest three rounds

Company presented its ‘Best Player’ award to Al-Salama, Al-Mutairi and Al-Enzi

Women’s  
futsal teams  
eye semis 

 
KUWAIT: Fatat futsal team defeated 
Fatayat Al-Oyoun 8-1 in the 9th and final 
round of their URC league. Fatat ended 
their campaign with 22 points, while 
Fatayat Al-Oyoun remain pointless. The 
second match saw Tadhamon defeating 
Kuwait 1-0, raising their point total to 21. 
Tadhamon are in second place and 
Kuwait in third with 10 points. The semifi-
nals will be held on Jan 28.

Kuwait eyes hosting 
of deaf World Cup 
 
KUWAIT: Vice President of the Deaf International 
Football Association Jaber Al-Kandari said he is trying in 
cooperation with DIFA to organize the first World Cup 
for the deaf in Kuwait this or next year with 24 countries 
participating according to FIFA rules. Kandari spoke 
during a reception on the occasion of his election to vice 
president of DIFA, which is under the auspices of FIFA. 

Kandari said Kuwait has the infrastructure including 
fields and facilities that qualify it to host such a major 
event. He said his current position allows to work for hav-
ing Kuwait hosting the first World Cup for the deaf. He 
hoped to receive support from the government through 
the Public Authority for Sport and Kuwait Olympic 
Committee as well as the private sector to make Kuwait 
the first country in the world to organize such an event.

Iraq beat Qatar  
to reach final  

 
BASRA: Iraq qualified on Monday for 
the final of the 25th edition of the 
Arabian Gulf Cup (Khaleeji Zain 25) 
after defeating Qatar 2-1 in the semifinal. 
The first half witnessed all the goals, as 
Iraq led with a goal by Ibrahim Bayish in 
the 19th minute, then Qatar scored the 
equalizer in the 28th minute through Amr 
Siraj, while Iraqi player Ayman Hussein 
decided his team’s qualification after 
scoring the winning goal in the 43rd 
minute. The final will be played on 
Thursday, Jan 19.  —KUNA

Kharafi wins fifth 
round of KEF league 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Riding Center’s international rid-
er Ali Jasim Al-Kharafi continued his outstanding 
performance and won the fifth round of Kuwait 
Equestrian Federation (KEF) league following strong 
challenge by other riders on Friday and Saturday. 
Kharafi completed his run in the 140cm height with-
out faults in 38.13 seconds, defeating Antonio and 
Al-Fuzaie.  

Kharafi - last year’s champion - maintained his 
lead of the league. Ali Al-Kharafi also won in the 
130cm height, defeating Anaz Al-Anaz, Ghazi Al-
Jraiwi, Abdullah Al-Awadhi and Fawaz Al-Subaie. 
KEF Secretary Nabila Al-Ali said competition is very 
tough in the league’s rounds and all riders are doing 
their best in competing for top places.

Al-Houti, Sulaiman and Al-Musaibeeh with the stars. Jumaa Aboud receiving Bandar Al-Salama’s award on his behalf.

Rashid Al-Mutairi receiving his award.

BASRA: Iraq’s midfielder Hussein Jabbar fights for the ball with Qatar’s midfielder Assim Madibo 
during the Arabian Gulf Cup semifinal match at the Basra International Stadium on Jan 16, 2023. 
—AFP

Mohammed Daham Al-Enzi receiving his award.


