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Health minister stresses role of 
private sector in developing projects

Philippine Nobel laureate 
Ressa acquitted of tax evasion3 Film on 1948 Nakba shows 

Palestinian agony: Director11 Nadal makes stunning early 
exit; Gauff edges Raducanu165

News in brief

Saudi aims to curb oil reliance
UN chief slams fossil fuel companies for ‘big lie’ on global warming

DAVOS, Switzerland: Saudi Arabia is 
working to reduce its reliance on oil 
exports, Economy Minister Faisal Al-
Ibrahim said Wednesday, as the Middle 
East powerhouse sent one of the largest 
delegations to the Davos summit to make 
its case. Despite its goal of achieving net 
zero carbon emissions by 2060, the coun-
try remains hugely dependent on crude oil 
exports that have powered its growth for 
decades, raising doubts about its potential 
for an economic makeover any time soon. 

“We want to lessen our dependence on 
oil... We want to diversify our economy, it 
is important, it is essential,” Ibrahim told 
AFP at the World Economic Forum. Riyadh 
has dispatched eight top-ranking officials 
to the gathering of business elite as it 
seeks more foreign investment and part-
ners outside the all-important oil sector. 

Soaring crude prices following Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine allowed the kingdom 
to post in 2022 its first budget surplus in 
nine years, giving it the financial firepower 
for economic development. “It’s never too 
late for sectors that are starting from 
scratch in Saudi Arabia. Tourism, culture, 
sports and entertainment - they are going 
to bring a wealth of diversification,” 
Ibrahim said. “But we also care about oth-
er sectors like mining and industry for it to 
be even more competitive.” 

Saudi Arabia is hoping to build on 
momentum from the high-profile visit by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping to Riyadh 
last month, where deals worth billions of 
dollars were signed in areas including 
energy and infrastructure. “It’s not adver-
tising or showcasing, people are very 
interested in Saudi’s growth story,” the 
minister said, noting the kingdom’s 8.5 
percent expansion in GDP last year even 

as much of global economy struggled. 
And at Davos on Tuesday, Saudi offi-

cials announced a joint initiative with the 
Davos forum organizers to accelerate 
high-tech innovation in the country via the 
virtual reality of the metaverse. “We’ve 
opened up much more than before and 
that lets people see,” Ibrahim said. “They 
see the culture, they see the values, they 
see the progress and they see that we are 
tackling a lot of challenges and issues 
regionally and globally.” 

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres skewered oil firms on 
Wednesday for having “peddled the big 
lie” about their role in global warming, 
telling the World Economic Forum that 
they should be held accountable. 
Addressing a room full of the world’s busi-
ness and political elite, Guterres drew a  
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DAVOS: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres addresses a session of the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) on Jan 18, 2023. — AFP 

Fitch affirms Kuwait IDR at AA- 
 
KUWAIT: Fitch Ratings affirmed Kuwait’s 
long-term foreign-currency issuer default rat-
ing (IDR) at AA- with a stable outlook. 
According to a Fitch Ratings statement, 
Kuwait’s fiscal and external balance sheets 
remain among the strongest of Fitch-rated 
sovereigns, despite severe oil price swings 
since 2014. — KUNA (See Page 8)

$2.6m for Ronaldo-Messi ticket 
 
RIYADH: Saudi real estate mogul Mushref 
Al-Ghamdi won a ticket to see Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi face off in a friendly 
after bidding 10 million riyals ($2.6 million) at 
auction. The match on Thursday in Riyadh is 
set to pit Messi’s Paris Saint-Germain against 
a select side made up of players from 
Ronaldo’s new club Al Nassr and their Saudi 
rivals Al Hilal. Bidding started at 1 million Saudi 
riyals ($266,000) and the auction closed at 
11:30 pm local time on Tuesday. The special 
ticket comes with perks like photo opportuni-
ties with players and access to the locker 
rooms.  —AFP 

World’s oldest person dies at 118 
 
MARSEILLE: The 
world’s oldest known 
person, French nun 
Lucile Randon, has died 
aged 118, a spokesman 
told AFP on Tuesday. 
Randon, known as Sister 
Andre, was born in 
southern France on Feb 
11, 1904, when World 
War I was still a decade 
away. She died in her 
sleep at her nursing home in Toulon, spokesman 
David Tavella said. — AFP (See Page 12)

Lucile Randon

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Amiri amnesty decree was pub-
lished in the official gazette Kuwait Al-Youm on 
Wednesday, which means it has become effective 
and the pardoned people can immediately bene-
fit from it. According to the decree, 34 Kuwaiti 
men and women have been pardoned from jail 

terms they had been handed for expressing 
views deemed offensive against HH the Amir or 
Arab leaders. 

A number of the pardoned people are in Kuwaiti 
jails serving years of prison terms, while the rest 
have been living in voluntary exile in various coun-
tries to escape imprisonment. A number of those 
who were pardoned confirmed on Twitter they had 
been granted amnesty. Relatives of Sheikh Athbi 
Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, the former chief of the secret 
service and a senior member of the ruling family, 
also confirmed he was among those pardoned. He 
has been living in exile for several years. 

Several MPs and activists praised HH the Amir 
and welcomed the amnesty decree, which par-
doned the second batch of political prisoners. 

National Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun 
hailed the Amiri decree and expressed hope that 
other political prisoners will be pardoned soon. The 
amnesty decree comes at a time when relations 
between the government and the National 
Assembly are experiencing some strains over a 
number of populist draft legislation, including a bill 
calling on the government to purchase billions of 
dinars of bank loans owed by Kuwaiti citizens. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs Barrak Al-Sheetan said 
the Cabinet has referred the blueprint of a regula-
tion on the strategic payroll alternative to the Civil 
Service Council, which has to make a decision on 
the regulation based on a study by the Civil Service 
Commission before a final endorsement.

Amnesty decree 
published in 
official gazette

KYIV: Firefighters work near the site where a helicopter crashed near a 
kindergarten in Brovary on Jan 18, 2023. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President and leader of AKP Recep Tayyip Erdogan attends a 
group meeting at the Turkish Grand National Assembly on Jan 18, 2023. — AFP

KYIV: Ukraine’s interior minister was 
among more than a dozen people 
killed in a helicopter crash 
Wednesday near a kindergarten out-
side Kyiv, spurring condolences from 
allies. Officials initially said that 18 
people had died but later revised the 
toll down to 16, including one of the 
minister’s deputies and three children. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky described the crash of the 
helicopter, which was en route to the 
frontline in eastern Ukraine, as a “ter-
rible tragedy”. 

There was no immediate claim from 
Kyiv that Russian forces were involved 
in downing the aircraft and an investi-
gation has been launched into the 
cause. The helicopter carrying Interior 
Minister Denys Monastyrsky slammed 
down next to a kindergarten and a 
residential building in Brovary, a com-
muter town for the capital Kyiv that 
was the scene of fierce fighting with 
Russian forces last year. 

AFP journalists at the crash site 
saw the charred remains of the air-
craft mixed with debris from nearby 
buildings and a car crushed by the 
blades of the helicopter. Amateur 
footage circulating on social media in 
the immediate aftermath captured 
cries and a large blaze. “A helicopter 
of the state emergency service 
crashed in Brovary.  
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Ukraine minister 
among dead in 
helicopter crash

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan hinted Wednesday that he 
would bring the date of Turkey’s most 
consequential election in generations 
forward to May 14 in a bid to catch his 
rivals off guard. The announcement 
sets the stage for a vote that could 
either extend Erdogan’s Islamic style 
of rule into a third decade or turn the 
country on a sharply more secular - 
and potentially predictable - course. 

The 68-year-old stamped his mark 
as both president and prime minister 

by rolling back a fiercely secular tra-
dition established by the mostly 
Muslim nation’s founder Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk one century ago. He 
oversaw years of economic booms 
and busts as well wars and even a 
failed but bloody coup. Erdogan’s 
supporters revere him for giving a 
voice to the marginalized and creating 
a thriving new middle class in the 
nation of 85 million people. But his 
opponents highlight an authoritarian 
streak that emerged in more recent 
years of his rule. 

The country enters the election 
with much of its media under a gov-
ernment stranglehold and thousands 
of activists and politicians - many of 
them Kurds - languishing behind bars. 
The NATO member’s allies meanwhile 
remain uneasy about Erdogan’s 
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Erdogan sets 
the stage for 
May 14 polls


