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    News in brief

Customs razes ‘sorcery objects’  
 
KUWAIT: A committee from the search and 
invest igat ion administrat ion at  the Kuwait 
Customs with the support officials from the interi-
or ministry has confiscated and destroyed 84 
items including 90 objects used allegedly for sor-
cery. Customs director  Sula iman Al-Fahad 
thanked the committee for their efforts, particu-
larly in recent times when an increased use of 
witchcraft tools had come to the notice of the 
Customs. A committee to combat sorcery in the 
country was establ ished in  2017 fol lowing 
requests from search and investigations depart-
ment at the Customs. 
 
 
Alcohol distillery raided in Fahaheel 
 
KUWAIT: Ahmadi police raided an alcohol dis-
tillery in Fahaheel and arrested an Asian. The 
security forces found 20 barrels of alcoholic sub-
stances and the confiscated items have been sent 
to the concerned departments for further legal 
procedures. 
 
 
Kuwait oil price edges up  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti oil price rose by 79 cents to 
$84.72 in Tuesday’s trading sessions, compared to 
$83.93 pb Monday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) said Wednesday. Brent crude oil futures 
increased by 2.53 percent to $86.06 pb and West 
Texas Intermediate climbed by 2.45 percent to 
$80.86 pb. —KUNA 
 
 
US dollar stabilizes, euro down 
 
KUWAIT: The US dollar stabilized on Wednesday 
at KD 0.305, while the euro went down to reach 
KD 0.329, compared to Thursday’s rates. The 
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said in its daily bul-
letin that the British sterling pound went up by 
0.76 percent to reach KD 0.375, as well as the 
Swiss franc by 0.35 to KD 0.330, whi le the 
Japanese yen stood unchanged at KD 0.002. The 
CBK publishes daily average exchange rates that 
do not necessarily reflect actual prices of the cur-
rencies’ trade for the day. —KUNA

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Clouds hover over skyscrapers in Kuwait City even as continuous rain that wrought havoc in Kuwait for two days came to an end on Tuesday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait panel underlines need  
of counterterrorism strategies

Workshop highlights social media role in promoting tolerance

KUWAIT: A panel discussion involving Kuwaiti 
and European experts called for more meticulous 
planning as part of efforts to clamp down on terror-
ism, which includes eliminating any resources that 
help feed the scourge. Extremist and “terrorist” 
groups often have a wide array of tools at their dis-
posal, said Dr Abdullah Al-Shareeka, head of an 
information ministry-assembled team aiming to fight 
extremist ideologies, emphasizing that perpetrators 
of “terrorist” acts have no links to the Islamic faith.  

It is incumbent upon media outlets and news 
sources to report with more “accuracy and trans-
parency” when dealing with stories on terrorism, 
according to Prevention of Violent Extremism and 
Strategic Communications expert Guilia Giacomelli, 
of Belgium. The panel delves into the “root causes” 
of extremism and radicalization, said Kuwaiti 
antiterrorism team member Sheikha Sara Al-Sabah, 
pointing out that a multitude of Kuwaiti state bodies 
are participating in, which falls under a broader EU-
Gulf Arab cooperation framework.  

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti and European experts 
emphasized Wednesday the need to fully grasp 
social media platforms to help create a tolerant 
society away from extremist thought and terrorist 
acts. The specialists were participating in a three-
day workshop organized by Kuwaiti Information 
Ministry and sponsored by Minister of Information 
and Culture, and State Minister for Youth Affairs 

Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, to promote preventative 
intervention and protect states and individual alike 
from online terrorism.  Cyber terrorism, commented 
the head of cybersecurity committee within elec-
tronic media union, Mohammad Al-Rashedi, has 
become more lethal than ever, especially consider-
ing that a cyberwar is less costly but could topple 
an entire country’s electronic system.  

Al-Rashedi underlined the need for a specialized 
authority to counter cyber terrorism, raise aware-
ness, and block attacks. European Union Prevention 
of Violent Extremism and Strategic Communications 
expert Guilia Giacomelli stated that the EU began in 
2015 implementing laws and stipulations to curb 
spread of such violence via overseeing criminal 
content, and removing terrorist propaganda and 
hate speeches online.  

In 2012, people were recruited online to perform 
terrorist acts as some accounts post misleading elu-
sive messages that are hard to decipher, which 
pushed for an agreement with social media plat-
forms to restrict such extremist violent acts, 
Giacomelli explained.  

The state of Kuwait is cracking down on all forms 
of terrorism, affirmed head of anti-money launder-
ing and combating terrorist financing center, Saud 
Al-Mhesh adding that it is willing to extend a help-
ing hand to any country to stand in the face of vio-
lent groups.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait panel underlines need of counterterrorism strategies. —KUNA photos

Outgoing UN official 
commends Kuwait’s  
regional, global roles 

 
KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait always played an inte-
gral role regionally and globally, propelling its status to 
an important country with strong international presence, 
said a UN official on Wednesday. In an exclusive KUNA 
interview, the outgoing United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and Designated Official, Tarek Al-Sheikh 
praised Kuwait’s efforts and investments in its diplomats 
who excelled during participations worldwide. 

As the world changes, Kuwait must continue to invest 
in the future based on cooperation and relation building 
amongst, indicated the official, adding that investing and 
supporting leadership in various sectors would earn 
Kuwait a stronger spot international affairs.  

Since starting his mission in 2018, Al-Sheikh wit-
nessed a strong welcome and support from the Kuwaiti 
Foreign Ministry. He noted that in the first month of 
assuming his post, he met with the later Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Al-Sheikh also 
indicated that he worked with the United Nations 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres in preparation for 

the successful Kuwait-
hosted conference to 
rebuild Iraq, held in 
February 2018. Al-Sheikh 
thanked all Kuwaiti state 
entities for their support 
and assistance during his 
mission, commending 
Kuwait for its efforts in 
promoting human rights 
and boosting notions of 
transparency and account-
ability. 

For instance, the UN 
official noted that the UN 
had signed with Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCCI) an agreement to realize the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030, which 
came in line with Kuwait’s own 2035 Development 
vision. He lauded Kuwait’s efforts during the COVID-19 
pandemic, saying that the country did not only deal with 
its national emergency at that time, it helped others to 
handle the situation. 

Kuwait was one of the only countries, which offered 
COVID-19 vaccines to citizens and residents alike, he 
said. On another subject, Al-Sheikh affirmed that he was 
looking forward to have more Kuwaitis employed in 
international organizations.  —KUNA

Tarek Al-Sheikh


