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LIMA: People clash with the police while protesting against the government of Peruvian President Dina Boluarte in Lima. Peruvian President Dina Boluarte asked this Tuesday to the hundreds of protesters from various
regions of the country who are heading to Lima to protest against their government to do so in “peace and calm.” — AFP

Thousands of protesters descending on Lima this week 
LIMA: With Peru’s capital bracing for two days of
anti-government protests starting Wednesday,
President Dina Boluarte called on the demonstrators
flooding into Lima to gather “peacefully and calm-
ly”-even as they demand her resignation.

The South American country has been rocked by
over five weeks of deadly protests since the ouster
and arrest of her predecessor Pedro Castillo in early
December.

Thousands of protesters from rural areas are
descending on Lima this week to keep up pressure
against the government, often defying a state of
emergency declared to try to maintain order. With
tensions mounting, many poor and Indigenous
demonstrators were already making their presence
felt Tuesday in the capital, where police used smoke
canisters against marchers who gathered ahead of
the larger mobilizations.

“We know they want to take Lima, given every-
thing that is coming out on social media, on the 18th
and 19th (Wednesday and Thursday),” Boluarte said
in a speech at Peru’s Constitutional Court.

“I call on them to take Lima, yes, but peacefully
and calmly. I am waiting for them in the seat of gov-
ernment to discuss their social agendas.”

Convoys of demonstrators were still on their way.
Hundreds of members of the Indigenous Aymara
community boarded buses Tuesday from Ilave city
in the Puno region, on the border with Bolivia. “I am
excited to travel to Lima because the fight contin-
ues, all the Aymara blood brothers are traveling to
the fight,” Julio Cesar Ramos told AFP before
boarding one of the buses.

“It hurts me to see my country like this, that is
why Aymara and Quechua brothers, we are united
as one,” said Roger Mamani, 28. At least 42 people
have died in clashes between protesters and securi-
ty forces, largely in the country’s south and east,
according to Peru’s human rights ombudsman.

Various groups are demanding Boluarte’s resig-
nation, the dissolution of parliament and immediate
elections. But the president warned that “the rule of
law cannot be hostage to the whims” of a single
group of people.

Rival marches 
Demonstrators from all over Peru have arranged

to meet in the capital to protest together, but
despite various announcements, it is still difficult to
determine how many people will arrive in Lima. By
Tuesday afternoon, dozens of people were already
marching through Lima’s streets to Plaza San
Martin, the historic epicenter of demonstrations.

“All of us who have come from the city of Cusco
are joining the national strike. Dina Boluarte should
leave because she does not represent the coast, the
mountains, or the jungle,” said teacher Edith
Calixto, 45 from the Andes. Residents of the north-
ern city of Cajamarca carried signs that read
“National Insurgency.” Some held “rondero” whips
of the type used by local patrols in rural areas.

“Dina, please, resign so that this town calms
down because the town is not going to give up,”
Antonia Riveros, a 55-year-old native of
Huancavelica, said. Meanwhile a “march for peace”
was also underway in Lima, with dozens of mem-
bers from community groups and political parties

wearing white T-shirts in rejection of the protests
against Boluarte.

“We do not want violence in our country. I know
that now there is a group that disagrees with the
current government, but nevertheless it is not the
way to carry out protest,” 56-year-old merchant
Cesar Noa told AFP.

Roadblocks 
Protesters have maintained almost 100 road

blocks in several parts of Peru. Security forces
cleared one road block on the Panamericana Norte
highway early Tuesday morning. Boluarte said oth-
ers would be dismantled soon.

President Castillo was removed from office and
arrested on December 7, after attempting to dis-
solve the country’s legislature and rule by decree,
amid multiple corruption investigations. Boluarte,
who was Castillo’s vice president, succeeded him.
But despite Boluarte belonging to the same left-
wing party, Castillo supporters have rejected her,
even accusing her of being a “traitor.” — AFP

Indian heiress 
enters monkhood, 
loses fortune
AHMEDABAD: An eight-year-old girl in India
who stood to inherit a multi-million-dollar dia-
mond fortune has instead been inducted as a
nun to a strict religious order after renouncing
worldly pleasures. Devanshi Sanghvi was, until
this week, an heiress to the Sanghvi and Sons
jewellery business in the western city of Surat,
known locally as “Diamond City” for its promi-
nence in the global gem trade.

Her family are also members of the Jain faith,
a small but ancient Indian religion that preach-
es non-violence, strict vegetarianism and love
for all creatures great and small. This week, she
was feted in a four-day ceremony to herald her
new vocation, which at one point saw her ride
in a carriage pulled by an elephant, according
to pictures shared on local media.

On Wednesday, she arrived at a temple to
trade her elaborate garments for a simple white
cotton outfit, after having all her hair removed.
Sanghvi was known among members of Surat’s
Jain community for her piousness even as a young
child, according to a witness to Wednesday’s cer-
emony, who spoke to AFP on condition of
anonymity. “Devanshi has never watched televi-
sion, movies or gone to malls and restaurants,”
they said, adding that the girl had been a regular
presence at temple ceremonies. The child is one
of the youngest people to have taken the “diksha”
ceremony to abandon their material possessions
and enter the Jain monkhood.

Sanghvi’s parents said she had been eager
to become a nun, according to local media. Jain
families are sometimes said to encourage their
children to enter the monkhood to enhance
their relatives’ social standing. Her family’s
business, founded in 1981, has a net worth of
five billion rupees ($61 million) according to
ICRA, an Indian credit rating agency.

Jainism has more than four million followers
in India, many-such as Sanghvi’s family-from
affluent trading communities. Followers adhere
to a strict vegetarian diet and some monks and
nuns cover their mouths with fabric to prevent
them from accidentally swallowing insects. The
religion has come under criticism for some of
its ritual practices, particularly for a tradition of
extreme fasts to the death. — AFP

Philippine Nobel 
laureate acquitted 
of tax evasion 
MANILA: Philippine Nobel Prize winner Maria
Ressa was on Wednesday acquitted of tax evasion,
among a slew of charges she has long maintained are
politically motivated, calling the verdict a victory for
“truth”. Ressa, who shared the Nobel Peace Prize
with Russian journalist Dmitry Muratov in 2021, still
faces three other cases, including a cyber libel con-
viction now under appeal that could mean nearly
seven years in prison.

“Today, facts win. Truth wins,” a teary-eyed and
defiant Ressa told reporters outside the Manila
courtroom after the ruling on four government
charges that she and her online media company
Rappler had dodged taxes in a 2015 bond sale to for-
eign investors. It was her first court acquittal since
former president Rodrigo Duterte’s government
began filing charges against her. Ressa had earlier
termed the cases “politically motivated” and “a
brazen abuse of power”.

The tax court said prosecutors failed to prove
“beyond reasonable doubt” that Ressa and Rappler
had evaded income taxes. In a separate interview
with AFP following her acquittal, Ressa said the ver-
dict was a “victory for journalists” in the Philippines
and around the world.

“If you stand up to power, yes you get beaten up
(for) four years and two months. But right will win,”
Ressa said. “I think this is hope for anyone who has
been unjustly accused.” The 59-year-old has been
battling a series of cases that media advocates say
were filed due to her vocal criticism of Duterte and
his drug war, which claimed thousands of lives.

Ressa and Muratov were awarded the Nobel for
their efforts to “safeguard freedom of expression”. In
a statement, Rappler said: “An adverse decision
would have had far-reaching repercussions on both
the press and the capital markets... With you we will
continue to #HoldTheLine” — a slogan used to sym-
bolise their fight for press freedom.

Despite the ruling, Ressa still faces the threat of
prison from the cyber libel case, while the future of
Rappler, which she founded in 2012, remains uncer-
tain. Ressa told AFP she was more hopeful about the
prospects in the remaining cases, although she had
left her fate up to the courts. “What we do know is
that the world is watching and that we have a gov-

ernment that wants the world to watch. So I’m opti-
mistic about it,” Ressa said. Rappler is challenging a
Philippine Securities and Exchange Commission
order to close for allegedly violating a ban on foreign
ownership in media. Under the constitution, invest-
ment in the media is reserved for Philippine citizens
or entities controlled by citizens. — AFP

Peru’s president urges peace, calm

QUEZON CITY: Nobel Laureate Maria Ressa gestures
after she was acquitted of the tax evasion cases
against her at the Court of Tax Appeals in Quezon
City, Metro Manila. — AFP

US cop convicted 
of murdering George 
Floyd appeals case
WASHINGTON: Former Minneapolis police offi-
cer Derek Chauvin will seek to have his conviction
and sentence for the 2020 murder of George Floyd
thrown out Wednesday on the grounds that his
high-profile trial was tainted by adverse publicity.

Chauvin’s video-recorded killing of Floyd by
pressing his knee to the detained African-American
man’s neck sparked nationwide demonstrations and
riots over police mistreatment of Blacks. Chauvin,
who is white, was convicted in a Minnesota state
trial for murder, and sentenced in June last year to
22 and one-half years in prison.

That is the case he is appealing. He separately
pleaded guilty to federal charges of civil rights vio-
lations and in July 2022 received 20 years in prison-
a sentence that won’t be affected by the appeal of
the murder charge.

The Minnesota Court of Appeals will hear open-
ing arguments Wednesday in Chauvin’s appeal of
the murder conviction. Chauvin and three other
officers with him were arrested after a bystander
recorded him holding Floyd to the ground and
pressing his knee to his neck after detaining the

46-year-old man for allegedly using a counterfeit
banknote to buy cigarettes. After some nine min-
utes Floyd lost consciousness and was later pro-

nounced dead. The recording of the incident
sparked outrage and national protests under the
banner “Black Lives Matter.” — AFP

NEW YORK: File photo shows people gathering at the unveiling of artist Kenny Altidor’s memorial portrait of
George Floyd - who died 25 May in Minneapolis with police officer Derek Chauvin kneeling on his neck for
nearly nine minutes. —AFP


