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The world’s oldest known person,
French nun Lucile Randon, has died
aged 118, a spokesman told AFP on

Tuesday. Randon, known as Sister
Andre, was born in southern France on
February 11, 1904, when World War I
was still a decade away. She died in her
sleep at her nursing home in Toulon,
spokesman David Tavella said.

“There is great sadness but... it was
her desire to join her beloved brother. For
her, it’s a liberation,” Tavella, of the
Sainte-Catherine-Laboure nursing home,
told AFP. The sister was long feted as the
oldest European, before the death of
Japan’s Kane Tanaka aged 119 last year
left her the longest-lived person on Earth.
Guinness World Records officially
acknowledged her status in April 2022.

Randon was born in the year New
York opened its first subway and when
the Tour de France had only been staged
once. She grew up in a Protestant family
as the only girl among three brothers, liv-

ing in the southern town of Ales. One of
her fondest memories was the return of
two of her brothers at the end of World
War I, she told AFP in an interview on her
116th birthday.

“It was rare, in families, there were

usually two dead rather than two alive.
They both came back,” she said. She
worked as a governess in Paris-a period
she once called the happiest time of her
life-for the children of wealthy families.
She converted to Catholicism and was

baptized at the age of 26.
Driven by a desire to “go further”, she

joined the Daughters of Charity order of
nuns at the relatively late age of 41.
Sister Andre was then assigned to a hos-
pital in Vichy, where she worked for 31
years. In later life she moved to Toulon
along the Mediterranean coast.

Her days in the nursing home were
punctuated by prayer, mealtimes and vis-
its from residents and hospice workers.
She also received a steady flow of letters,
almost all of which she responded to. In
2021 she survived catching Covid-19,
which infected 81 residents of her nursing
home.

‘Work kept me alive’ 
Randon told reporters last year that

her work and caring for others had kept
her spry. “People say that work kills, for
me work kept me alive, I kept working
until I was 108,” she told reporters in April
last year in the tearoom of the home.

Although she was blind and relied on a
wheelchair, she used to care for other
elderly people much younger than her-
self. “People should help each other and
love each other instead of hating. If we
shared all that, things would be a lot bet-
ter,” she said at the same meeting with
journalists.

But the Catholic nun had rejected
requests for locks of hair or DNA sam-
ples, saying that “only the good Lord
knows” the secret of her longevity. It is
likely that France’s new oldest person is
now 112-year-old Marie-Rose Tessier, a
woman from Vendee, longevity expert
Laurent Toussaint told AFP.

But Toussaint warned that it was
always possible an even older person
had not yet made themselves known.
Jeanne Calment, who died in 1997 in
Arles, southern France, at the age of 122
holds the record for the oldest confirmed
age reached by any human.—AFP

In this file photo Sister Andre, Lucile Randon in the registry of birth, the eldest French and
European citizen, prays in a wheelchair, on the eve of her 117th birthday. — AFP 

Marvel movies
return to China
after nearly 
4-year break
Chinese film fans on Wednesday cel-

ebrated the return of Marvel movies
to the country’s cinemas after an

absence of nearly four years. Foreign films
are tightly controlled in China, which
imposes an annual release quota, and
movies in the hugely popular Marvel fran-
chises have been off the silver screen
since the release of “Spider-Man: Far from
Home” in July 2019. Disney-owned Marvel
Studios on Wednesday said on Weibo that
“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” will be
released in Chinese cinemas on February
7, followed by “Ant-Man and the Wasp:

Quantumania” on February 17.
The China Film Administration, affiliated

with the Communist Party’s propaganda
department, has not offered any explana-
tion on why Marvel movies were blocked.
Disney had previously declined requests

by Chinese censors to remove references
to same-sex relationships in films including
“Eternals” and “Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness”. Chinese fans wel-
comed the announcement.

“It feels surreal... I’ve missed the Marvel

universe, one Weibo user wrote, referring
to the huge set of interconnected franchis-
es that have raked in billions of dollars
worldwide for the company. “Will they also
release the other six installments of the
Marvel (franchises) that were blocked?”
wrote another, adding: “Now we can at
least escape from our COVID-hit reality.”
“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever”, the
sequel to the 2018 blockbuster “Black
Panther”, debuted in cinemas worldwide in
November.

“Ant-Man and the Wasp:
Quantumania”-the third movie in that fran-
chise-will hit Chinese cinemas on the
same day it premieres in the United
States. A return to China would mark an
end to Disney’s lost earnings in one of the
world’s biggest movie markets. The first
Black Panther film took in $105 million at
Chinese cinemas, while the second Ant-
Man movie generated $121 million,
according to Box Office Mojo.—AFP

New research 
shows porpoises 
not harmed by 
offshore windfarms

Researchers in Scotland have
developed a tool to help
ensure porpoises are not being

harmed by the construction of off-
shore wind farms, which are crucial
for scaling up renewable energy
globally. The pile driving required to
build offshore turbines can harm or
even kill noise-sensitive marine
mammals like porpoises, sparking
concern among environmentalists.
To move them away from the con-
struction sites, acoustic deterrents
(ADDs) are often installed underwa-
ter: delivering sound at specific fre-
quencies and volumes that tem-
porarily drive the porpoises away.

These devices have been used
for years, but it was hard to precise-
ly track how far the porpoises were
travelling, and for how long. Without
knowing this, no one could be sure
if the animals were avoiding harm.
But researchers have improved the
technology to track the marine
mammals, confirming in fact that
they were avoiding injury caused by
noise from the turbine building site
in the study area.

“It’s the first time that we’ve been
able to directly show that the por-
poises are swimming directly away
from the ADDs... which is what we
want,” lead author Isla Graham of
the University of Aberdeen told AFP.
The findings, published Wednesday
in the Royal Society journal, help to
assuage fears that building offshore
wind farms harm nearby cetaceans,
by ensuring that ADDs actually work.

Offshore wind farms are crucial
for the green energy transition to lim-
it global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius, and have the potential to
generate massive amounts of ener-
gy compared to onshore projects.
“There are obvious climate benefits
to the expansion of renewable ener-
gy. But that needs to be balanced
with the potential impacts that it
could have-negative impacts, posi-
tive impacts too,” Graham said. In
2021, of the total wind capacity
installed globally, 93 percent was
onshore, with the remaining offshore,
according to the International Energy
Agency.

‘Seal scarers’ 
ADDs, colloquially known as “seal

scarers”, were initially designed to
keep seals away from fish farms and
agricultural sites. They are common-
ly deployed during the construction
of offshore wind farms, to clear the
surrounding site of sound-sensitive
animals like porpoises whose hear-
ing can be harmed by noisy pile-dri-
ving. Hearing is very important for
porpoises’ communication, social
interaction and foraging.

Graham said tracking animals
driven away by ADD devices can
be hard, since it’s tough to see ani-
mals in the water, especially at
night. But the new tool developed
by her team allows for more accu-
rate tracking in real time, using sev-
en underwater sound recorders
about a kilometer apart, called a
hydrophone cluster, to listen to the
porpoises. The study, conducted in
2019 near the Moray East offshore
wind farm in the North Sea off the
Scottish Coast, found that about
half of the porpoises moved up to
7.5 kilometers (five miles) from the
site during the piling.—AFP

Nearly two thirds of the sharks and
rays that live among the world’s
corals are threatened with extinc-

tion, according to new research published
Tuesday, with a warning this could further
imperil precious reefs. Coral reefs, which
harbor at least a quarter of all marine ani-
mals and plants, are gravely menaced by
an array of human threats, including over-
fishing, pollution and climate change.

Shark and ray species-from apex pred-
ators to filter feeders-play an important
role in these delicate ecosystems that
“cannot be filled by other species”, said
Samantha Sherman, of Simon Fraser

University in Canada and the wildlife
group TRAFFIC International. But they
are under grave threat globally, according
to the study in the journal Nature
Communications, which assessed extinc-
tion vulnerability data from the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) to look at 134 species of
sharks and rays linked to reefs.

The authors found 59 percent of coral
reef shark and ray species are threatened

with extinction, an extinction risk almost
double that of sharks and rays in general.
Among these, five shark species are list-
ed as critically endangered, as well as
nine ray species-all so-called “rhino rays”
that look more like sharks than stingrays.

Keeping reefs healthier 
“It was a bit surprising just how high

the threat level is for these species,”
Sherman told AFP. “Many species that we
thought of as common are declining at
alarming rates and becoming more diffi-
cult to find in some places.” Sherman said
the biggest threat to these species by far

is overfishing. Sharks are under most
threat in the Western Atlantic and parts of
the Indian Ocean, whereas the Indian
Ocean and Southeast Asia are the high-
est risks for rays.

These regions are heavily fished and
do not currently have management in
place to reduce the impact on these
species, said Sherman. Last year coun-
tries at a Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species summit

approved a plan to protect dozens of
shark and ray species, adding 21 coral
reef species in addition to the 18 species
already covered by the regulations.

Sherman said this was “a step in the
right direction”, but added that a global
effort was needed to improve imple-
mentation, while the regulations them-
selves do not stop these species being
killed as “bycatch”. She added that the
study showed greater risks to rays on
coral reefs, but that they enjoy fewer
protections.

“The solutions are similar for both
sharks and rays-limits on fishing, well
placed and properly implemented Marine
Protected Areas, and alternative livelihood
solutions to reduce the number of fishers
on coral reefs,” Sherman said. Coral reef
fisheries directly support the livelihoods
and food security of over half a billion
people, but this crucial ecosystem is fac-
ing an existential threat by overexploita-
tion and global heating. Human-driven cli-
mate change has spurred mass coral
bleaching as the world’s oceans get
warmer.

Modeling research has shown that
even if the Paris climate goal of holding
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius is
reached, 99 percent of the world’s coral
reefs will not be able to recover. At two
degrees of warming, the number rose to
100 percent. “We know coral reef health is
declining, largely due to climate change,
however, coral reef sharks and rays can
help keep reefs healthier for longer,” said
Sherman. The study was carried out by
an international team of experts from uni-
versities, government and regional ocean-
ic and fishery organizations as well as
non-governmental organizations across
the world. — AFP

This handout image
released by Simon Fraser

University/James Cook
University shows bull

sharks in the waters off
Fiji. — AFP photos

This handout image released by Simon Fraser
University/James Cook University shows a
Bluespotted lagoon ray. 

This handout image released by Simon
Fraser University/James Cook University
shows a porcupine stingray near a jetty.

This handout image released by Simon Fraser University/James Cook University shows a pair
of shovelnose rays off the coast of Australia. 


