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M
adonna on Tuesday announced a
massive global tour paying hom-
age to her more than four-decade

long career. The 35-city string of dates
will kick off on July 15 in Vancouver, with
stops in US cities including Detroit,
Chicago, Miami and New York, where her
storied rise to superstardom began. “The

Celebration Tour” will continue in Europe
into the fall, with stops including London,
Barcelona and Paris, with a final show in
Amsterdam on December 1.

“I am excited to explore as many
songs as possible in hopes to give my
fans the show they have been waiting
for,” Madonna said in a statement. The

64-year-old dropped news of the tour in a
video that nods to her 1991 documentary
“Truth or Dare.”

In the clip, the Queen of Pop plays the
classic sleepover game with a tinge of the
risque with fellow celebrities including
Diplo, Jack Black, Lil Wayne and Bob the
Drag Queen, who will accompany her on

the tour. Madonna is a seven-time
Grammy-winner with 14 studio albums as
well as live, soundtrack, and compilation
recordings to her name, and has asserted
incalculable influence over her 40 years
as one of music’s greatest stars. — AFP

Fugitive tiger 
euthanized
in South Africa
after attacks

A
tiger who escaped from a farm
and roamed the countryside out-
side of Johannesburg for four

days, attacking a man and killing sever-
al animals, was euthanized on
Wednesday, a local community leader
said. The eight-year-old female Bengal
tiger was put down just before dawn
after it killed a dog, the latest in a series
of attacks that followed its escape from
an enclosure at a private farm on
Saturday, Gresham Mandy, a member
of a local safety volunteer group in
Walkerville, 30 kilometers (18 miles)
south of Johannesburg, told AFP.

Tigers are not native to South Africa,
but in recent years their breeding has
become common in the country.
Following its escape, the tiger named
Sheba, attacked a 39-year-old man,
who survived the assault and was hos-
pitalized with injuries to his legs. It also

killed a dog and a deer and mauled
another dog so badly that it had to be
put down, Mandy said.

Dozens of people, including animal
experts and members of the community
group tracked the big cat using drones
and helicopters. The decision to put her
down was made after her latest kill.
“She killed the dog in a private farm
with dwellings where six families reside,
it was becoming too much of a risk,”

Mandy said. “In that moment there was
no other option but to put her down,”
said Mandy. A report by global animal
rights charity, Four Paws, said that 359
tigers-almost a tenth of the world’s pop-
ulation-were exported from South Africa
from 2011-2020, most of them sold to
zoos.—AFP 

In rare attack, 
polar bear kills two
people in Alaska

A
polar bear on a rampage killed a
woman and a boy in a remote area
of Alaska, police said, in a rare

attack on humans. The bear was itself
then shot and killed by a resident in the
tiny community of Wales, on the far west-
ern coast of Alaska. “Initial reports indi-
cate that a polar bear had entered the
community and had chased multiple resi-
dents,” police said in a statement on
Tuesday’s attack.

“The bear fatally attacked an adult
female and juvenile male-it was shot and
killed by a local resident as it attacked
the pair,” police said, adding that state
troopers and Fish and Game
Department authorities were trying to
reach the town “as weather conditions
allow.” The victims’ identities were not
made public as authorities were trying to
notify their families.

Polar bear attacks are extremely rare,
with local media reporting one of the most
recent fatal encounters between a human
and polar bear in Alaska was in 1990.

According to Canadian NGO Polar Bears
International, only 20 people worldwide
are known to have been killed by polar
bears between 1870 and 2014, though
the frequency of attacks is increasing.

Wales, a village of about 150 people
on the Bering Strait that separates the
United States from Russia, is part of the
Alaska Nannut Co-Management Council,
a group of Indigenous communities that
have traditionally hunted polar bears for
subsistence. The giant bears-males can
grow up to 1,500 pounds (680 kilograms)
— face increasing threats from climate
change, with their Arctic sea ice habitat
disappearing as the far north warms up to
four times faster than the rest of the
world.—AFP

Madonna

Members of a private anti-poaching unit company prepares a cage in Walkerville, as the
search for a missing female tiger who escaped from her private enclosure intensifies. — AFP 

In this file photo shows a polar bear with its
cubs in the Sea Ice, northeast of Prudhoe
Bay in Alaska in 1985. — AFP 

A
lhue and Mailen were born in
captivity but conservationists
hope to free the chicks soon as

part of a project to boost Chile’s ailing
population of Andean condors. The
Andean condor, a type of vulture, is
the largest flying bird in the world but
its population is considered “vulnera-
ble” by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature’s Red List of
Endangered Species. There are just
an estimated 6,700 Andean condors
living in the wild.

At Chile’s Rehabilitation Center for
Birds of Prey (CRAR), conservation-
ists are trying to boost those numbers.
“The aim is to introduce condors to
nature born from condors that cannot
be freed, who are here for life,” said

Eduardo Pavez, the CRAR founder.
The CRAR center in Talagante, 40
kilometers from Santiago, looks after
birds that cannot be released into the
wild, either because they cannot fly or
have become too accustomed to
human contact. The parents of both
Alhue, a male, and female Mailen,
have lived in the center for years and
cannot be released.

Venerated but threatened 
The condor has long been venerat-

ed by indigenous peoples in the
Americas. In Andean religious mythol-
ogy, the condor was a symbol of pow-
er and ruled the upper world, acting as

an intermediary with the world of spir-
its and the sun god, Inti. It features on
the coat of arms of several countries,
such as Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia
and Chile. It is virtually extinct in
Venezuela in the north of the conti-
nent, while the largest concentrations
are found in the south of Chile and
Argentina.

The greatest threat to the condor is
human occupation of the Andean
mountain range, and a lack of food.
CRAR, founded in 1990, takes in all
sorts of birds of prey including owls
and falcons that are injured, have
been in an accident or were kept in
captivity. Its aim is to rehabilitate them

and release them back into the wild,
but in many cases that is impossible.

Alhue’s mother, for example, was
injured by a power line and can no
longer fly. Mailen’s mother, who was
brought to the center at the age of
about one, has become too accus-
tomed to humans to be able to survive
in the wild. Over the years, CRAR has
already freed 13 out of 25 condor
chicks born in captivity, with another
four due to be soon released.

Teaching by pecks 
Within the next six to nine months,

once they are fully grown, Alhue and
Mailen will be separated from their

parents. The parents will then be able
to begin reproducing again while their
offspring will start socializing with and
learning from other adult condors at
the center. They will be taken to a
large cage where adults that cannot
be released mix with juveniles prepar-
ing for the outside world.

There they can fly around and com-
municate with other members of their
species. “Here they establish a hierar-
chy where the adult males dominate.
They have to learn that hierarchy,
sometimes by force of pecks, so they
find their place in condor society,” said
Pavez. That is a vital apprenticeship
for Mailen and Alhue ahead of their
likely release in the southern hemi-
sphere in spring of 2024 so that they
are able to build relationships with oth-
er wild condors, get to know their terri-
tory and find food. — AFP

Chile preparing
threatened condor
chicks for release
into wild

Condors are photographed at the Center for the Rehabilitation of Birds of Prey (CRAR) of
the Chilean Ornithologists Union.

Baby condor Mailen is photographed at the
Center for the Rehabilitation of Birds of
Prey (CRAR) of the Chilean Ornithologists
Union.

Condors are photographed at the Center for
the Rehabilitation of Birds of Prey (CRAR) of
the Chilean Ornithologists Union, located in
the town of Talagante in Santiago, Chile.

A condor is photographed at the Center
for the Rehabilitation of Birds of Prey
(CRAR) of the Chilean Ornithologists
Union.

Workers of the Center for the Rehabilitation of Birds of Prey (CRAR) of the Chilean
Ornithologists Union take care of condors in the town of Talagante in Santiago, Chile.


