
Lineker red-faced
by ‘sabotage’ of
FA Cup coverage
LONDON: Gary
Lineker said the
BBC’s televis ion
coverage of the FA
Cup clash between
Wolves and
Liverpool had been
sabotaged after
loud pornographic
noises were heard
during the build-
up to Tuesday’s
match. BBC pre-
senter Lineker was
discussing the
third-round replay
in a studio at Molineux alongside pundits
Paul Ince and Danny Murphy when audible
wailing broke out in the background.

Former Tottenham star Lineker was clear-
ly startled and struggled not to laugh as he
said: “Would you stop making those noises,
Danny.” When the sexually charged sounds
continued after an interview with Liverpool
boss Jurgen Klopp was aired, Lineker cut to
colleague and fellow former England striker
Alan Shearer in the commentary gantry.
“Somebody’s sending something on some-
one’s phone, I think. I don’t know whether
you heard it at home,” Lineker said.

Once the match kicked off , Lineker
revealed the cause, tweeting a picture of a
mobile phone and three laughing emojis
alongside the words: “Well, we found this
taped to the back of the set. As sabotage
goes it was quite amusing.” During the half-
time analysis, Lineker took the opportunity
to make further light of the bizarre incident.
Talking to Ince and Murphy, he said of
Liverpool’s opening goal: “Harvey Elliott’s
goal was a screamer... which was not the
only one we’ve had tonight.”

The stunt did not go unnoticed by viewers
as the incident was widely shared on social
media. A BBC spokesperson said on Twitter:
“We apologize to any viewers offended dur-
ing the live coverage of the football this
evening. We are investigating how this hap-
pened.” — AFP 
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LONDON: Jurgen Klopp said he got the reaction
he wanted after Harvey Elliott’s sublime strike put
troubled Liverpool back on track with a 1-0 win at
Wolves in Tuesday’s FA Cup third-round replay.
Klopp’s side came in for scathing criticism after los-
ing their last two Premier League games in desulto-
ry fashion at Brighton and Brentford. But Elliott’s
brill iant long-range effort in the first half at
Molineux secured a much-needed first victory in
four games in all competitions.

Ironically, Liverpool’s reward for seeing off
Wolves is a return trip to Brighton in the fourth
round. The Reds’ dismal 3-0 defeat at Brighton on
Saturday left them languishing in ninth place in the
Premier League, 10 points adrift of the top four. “It
feels like ages ago that we had that feeling that we
win and play well,” Klopp said.

“We played a really good first half and in the
end it was just passion to block the shots. It’s the
reaction we wanted to see from ourselves and the
boys delivered. The goal was exceptional. I don’t
want to make Harvey’s performance smaller, but I
had a few men of the match today, just the others
didn’t score.”

In the bout of soul-searching that followed that
embarrassment, Klopp said his struggling team
needed to go “back to basics”. Amid mounting
questions about Klopp’s own future at Anfield, the
German claimed this week that he will not leave the
club unless he is forced to and hinted at changes in
his squad during the summer. 

Hamstrung by injuries to a host of key players
including Virgil van Dijk and Luis Diaz, Klopp made
eight changes after the Brighton debacle, with only

Cody Gakpo, Thiago Alcantara and Ibrahima
Konate retaining their places. Mohamed Salah and
Alisson Becker were among those left out, but
Liverpool’s understudies rose to the challenge.

Wolves had forced the replay with a 2-2 draw at
Anfield, but Julen Lopetegui’s side were angered
when they had a potential winning goal from Toti
controversially ruled out for offside in the final sec-
onds. They were unable to take their chance to
avenge that injustice despite a lively start that saw
Adama Traore’s cross headed just wide by Raul
Jimenez.

It was Eliott who produced the opener in breath-
taking fashion in the 13th minute. Klopp’s midfield
has been written off as ageing and past their best
this season. But the 19-year-old Elliott offers hope
for the future, a point he underlined by running
unchecked from the halfway line before blasting a
superb strike over Jose Sa from 25 yards.

Tenacious Liverpool
Sa was caught too far off his line but that should

not detract from the quality of Elliott’s first goal
since October. Snapping into tackles and winning
second balls, Liverpool were showing more hunger
and tenacity than in recent weeks. Gakpo was still
searching for his first Liverpool goal in his third
appearance since signing from PSV Eindhoven. The
Netherlands forward nearly broke his duck with a
dipping volley that flashed just over.

Gakpo was replaced by Salah for the last 25
minutes, but it was Wolves who finished strongly
with Ruben Neves’ free-kick narrowly clearing
the crossbar. Wolves’ best chance to draw level

came when Jimenez couldn’t head home on the
goalline from Traore’s cross as Joe Gomez got the
crucial block.

Elsewhere, Championship side Birmingham sur-
vived a scare in their 2-1 win at third-tier Forest
Green. In a delayed third-round clash after the orig-
inal tie was postponed due to a waterlogged pitch,

Ben Stevenson’s brilliant long-range strike put
Forest Green ahead after eight minutes. But Lukas
Jutkiewicz grabbed Birmingham’s equalizer in the
50th minute and Kevin Long killed off League One’s
bottom club 15 minutes later. Bristol City won 2-1 at
Swansea, while Luton beat Wigan 2-1 and West
Brom thrashed Chesterfield 4-0. — AFP 

WOLVERHAMPTON: Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Spanish midfielder Adama Traore shoots but misses to score
during the FA Cup match against Liverpool at Molineux stadium on Jan 17, 2023. — AFP 

Elliott rocket sends troubled
Liverpool into fourth round

Mahious strikes
again as Algeria
reach quarters
ALGIERS: Aymen Mahious became the match-
winner for Algeria in successive African Nations
Championship (CHAN) matches when they beat
Ethiopia 1-0 on Tuesday to reach the quarterfinals.
Backed by a passionate 40,000 crowd at the Stade
Nelson Mandela in Algiers, the hosts won the
match thanks a 52nd-minute goal from the forward.

Mozambique neglected to mark Mahious at a
corner, and he controlled the ball with his chest
before poking it into the net off the hands of goal-

keeper Fasil Gebremichael. Mahious scored the
only goal last Friday, from a penalty, when Algeria
beat Libya in the opening match of a tournament
confined to footballers playing for clubs in their
country of birth.

A couple of victories gave Algeria six points in
Group A, followed by Mozambique with four,
Ethiopia with one while Libya are pointless.
Mozambique scored three times in 10 minutes as
they came from behind to edge Libya 3-2 in the
first match of a double-header.

In the final Group A matches on Saturday,
Algeria will play Mozambique in Algiers while
Ethiopia take on Libya in the eastern coastal city of
Annaba. It was another efficient performance by
title favorites Algeria, who finished fourth in their
only previous CHAN appearance 12 years ago. “I
prefer to be efficient than to play well,” said coach

and former national team captain Madjid
Bougherra. “I am in charge of a hard-working team
of winners.”

Bougherra revealed at a press conference ahead
of the Ethiopia match that he asked his players to
avoid social media before and after matches. “I
want them to maintain their concentration so it is
best they avoid social media the day before each
match,” he said. “This should also be the case after
matches because it takes a lot of energy looking at
the photos and videos.”

Mozambique conceded an own goal to trail
Libya at half-time, then turned the match around as
Melque Alexandre, Feliciano Jone and Pachoio Lau
Ha King netted from the 74th minute. Anis Saltou
grabbed a late consolation goal for former champi-
ons Libya, who became the first of the 17 teams in
Algeria to be eliminated. — AFP 

Cremonese in
quarters with
win at Napoli
MILAN: Cremonese will play Roma in the quarterfi-
nals of the Italian Cup after Serie A’s bottom side
battled to a stunning 5-4 penalty shootout win over
league leaders Napoli on Tuesday. Felix Afena-Gyan
struck the winning spot-kick under a torrential
downpour in Naples to send Cremonese through
after the former Roma forward had taken the match
to extra time with a late looping header.

Napoli had been leading 2-1 with three minutes
remaining of normal time thanks to headers in three
first-half minutes from Juan Jesus and Giovanni
Simeone after Charles Pickel gave the away side an
18th-minute lead. But Cremonese fought back

against an initially second-string Napoli and Luciano
Spalletti was forced to bring on star striker Victor
Osimhen just after Leonardo Sernicola was sent off
in a bid to win the tie.

The Nigeria forward drew a superb save from
Marco Carnesecchi late in the first half of extra time
before Simeone smashed his rebound effort off the
post and bar with an open goal at his mercy. But
Cremonese, under new coach Davide Ballardini after
Massimiliano Alvini was sacked on Sunday with the
team winless after 18 league matches, held off a Napoli
onslaught in soaking conditions and held their nerve in
the shootout.  Ballardini’s team netted all five of their
spot-kicks while Stanislav Lobotka missed his for
Napoli, who exit the competition early. Tuesday’s
match was also the first time an all-female on-pitch
team of officials took charge of a match featuring two
Serie A clubs.  Referee Maria Sole Ferrieri Caputi, who
was promoted to the top rung of Italian football’s
match officials in the summer, was flanked by assistants
Francesca Di Monte and Tiziana Trasciatti. — AFP 

ARABIAN GULF CUP

Iraq v Oman                                            19:00

Dubai Sports 1

Kuwait Sports HD

AD Sports 1 HD

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Manchester City v Tottenham Hotspur     23:00

beIN Sports HD 1 English

beIN Sports Connect

beIN Sports 1 HD Premium

Today’s matches on TV

Gary Lineker

Sacked Wallabies
coach says he had
players’ support
MELBOURNE: Sacked Wallabies coach Dave
Rennie insisted Wednesday he had the support of the
players and staff as his successor Eddie Jones laid out
his vision of a more attacking style of rugby from a
“super-fit” Australian team. New Zealander Rennie,
who took over from Michael Cheika at the end of
2019, was shown the door on Monday after only five
wins from 14 Tests last year, replaced by the former
England boss.

Rennie said he had received hundreds of messages
of support from current and former players, coaches,

administrators and others
since his shock firing. “The
support has been immense
and much appreciated from
the more than 500 messages
I’ve received,” he said in his
first comments since being
let go. “I’ve loved my time
with the team. They’re out-
standing young men who are
keen to learn and prepared
to work hard.”

Rennie, who is well
respected, has been linked
with a move to Kobe Steelers in Japan. He made no
comment on his future, only saying that he was “dis-
appointed I won’t be able to see out my contract in
the way I agreed to back in 2019”. “But (I) leave
knowing I had the full support of the playing group

and the staff,” he added. “I certainly felt we have
made massive shifts over the past three years both on
and off the field, which is off the back of a hell of a lot
of hard work put in by good people.”

Jones will assume the reins on Jan 29, his second
stint in charge after his 2001-2005 spell during which
he took the Wallabies to the 2003 World Cup final.
They lost that game on home soil to England, thanks
to a last-minute drop-goal from Jonny Wilkinson.

The 62-year-old’s deal will take him through to the
2027 World Cup in Australia and he said there was
unfinished business. “To be honest, I never really
thought about getting the opportunity to coach
Australia again. The first time in 2005, that was a diffi-
cult time,” Jones, who was axed by England in
December, told reporters. “You’re coaching your
country and it gets taken away from you, but you
move on and just get on with it, then re-focus on what
you’re doing. —AFP 

Dave Rennie


