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IRAQ LIFT KHALEEJI ZAIN 25
Lions of Mesopotamia beat Oman 3-2 in thrilling Gulf Cup final

BASRA: Iraq lift the Arabian Gulf 
Cup (Khaleeji Zain 25) on Thursday 
after winning the final against Oman 
by three goals to two. Basra 
International Stadium witnessed dra-
matic events amid a large presence of 
spectators, with the game heading 
into extra time. Iraq won the fourth 
title in its history in the tournament 
after an absence of 35 years, after it 
won the title three times previously in 
1979, 1984 and 1988, while Oman won 
two titles in 2009 and 2017. 

Hours before the Gulf Cup final, 
one person was killed and dozens 
injured when a stampede broke out 
outside the stadium. Thousands of 
fans, many without tickets, had gath-
ered outside the 65,000-seat stadium 
in Iraq’s main southern city of Basra 
since dawn in the hope of watching 
the final. “There has been one death 
and dozens of slight injuries,” a medic 
said. An interior ministry official gave 
the same toll. “A large number of fans, 
many of them without tickets, had 
gathered since first light to try to get 
in,” the official said. 

An AFP photographer inside the 
stadium said the turnstiles were still 
closed when the crush occurred. 
Sirens blared as ambulances arrived 
to ferry the injured to hospital. Images 
posted on social media showed a sea 
of people outside the stadium. Fans 
began arriving again in the afternoon 
as calm was restored to Basra 
International Stadium, said interior 
ministry spokesman Saad Maan. The 
gates were closed after fans entered 
the arena, many of them waving Iraqi 
flags ahead of the match that went 
ahead Thursday evening. 

Prime Minister Mohammed Shia 
Al-Sudani had earlier chaired a meet-
ing with key ministers and the gover-
nor of Basra to discuss “special meas-
ures for the Gulf Cup final”, his office 
said. The Iraqi leader headed to Basra 
to oversee the situation on the 
ground, it added. The army called on 
fans to heed the instructions of secu-
rity force personnel on access to the 
stadium so the championship could be 
“wrapped up in a civilized fashion that 
does honor to Iraq”. — Agencies 

BASRA: Iraqi players celebrate with the trophy on the podium after winning the 25th Arabian Gulf Cup (Khaleeji Zain 25) final against 
Oman at Basra International Stadium on Jan 19, 2023. — AFP (See Page 16) 
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KUWAIT: The National Assembly financial 
and economic affairs committee is prepared 
to withdraw a controversial draft law to pur-
chase bank loans of Kuwaiti citizens, which 
has strained relations with the government, 
if the government pledges to raise wages 
and improve the standard of living, head of 
the panel said. MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri said 
the decision was taken at a meeting by the 
panel on Thursday, a move that could pave 
the way for renewed government-Assembly 
cooperation. 

He said members of the committee agreed 
that if the government pledges in the next 
session on Jan 24 to “increase salaries, pen-
sions of retired citizens and social aid for 
Kuwaiti divorcees and widows”, the panel 
will withdraw the draft legislation in the 
same session. Muwaizri added the govern-
ment should also pledge to improve the liv-
ing conditions of citizens and halt rising 
prices. “Our hands are extended to the gov-
ernment. Make those pledges and we will 
withdraw the draft law,” Muwaizri said. 

The government has strongly rejected the 
draft legislation that requires the govern-
ment to purchase billions of dinars of loans 
owed by over half a million Kuwaitis to local 
banks, write off interest and then deduct the 
principal of loans in easy monthly instal-
ments. The government said the draft legisla-
tion is very expensive because the total 
amount of debt exceeds KD 14.6 billion. MPs 
insist the total value of consumer and per-
sonal loans is less than KD 2 billion and the 
cost of their purchase is manageable.

Assembly panel to 
withdraw loans bill 
if govt hikes wages

KUWAIT: Head of Office at UN-Habitat for Arab Gulf States Dr Ameera Al-
Hassan and KISR’s Director General Dr Manea Al-Sudairawi sign an agree-
ment on Jan 19, 2023. — KUNA 

ARARA: Maher Younis is welcomed by friends and relatives following his 
release after 40 years in a Zionist prison on Jan 19, 2023. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research (KISR) signed an 
agreement with the UN Human 
Settlements Program (UN-Habitat) to 
finance the adaptation and resilience 
project for cross-border sand and dust 
storms coming from southern Iraq and 
address the dust problem affecting 
Kuwait and Gulf states. KISR’s Director 
General Dr Manea Al-Sudairawi said in 
a statement on Thursday that the proj-
ect will be implemented in two areas in 
the south of Iraqi territory, with an area 

of 8,212 sq km, as they are major 
sources of dust storms. 

Both regions were identified after 
scientific studies carried out by KISR 
were published in scientific journals, 
through which the locations and num-
ber of dust storms that reach Kuwait 
from 2020 until the end of 2022 were 
determined, Sudairawi added. The 
project aims to identify the causes of 
sand and dust storms from the climat-
ic and geological aspects, protect and 
increase the skills of adaptation and 
resilience in storm areas and absorb 
their negative effects in order to 
reduce their occurrence, while 
achieving a set of sustainable devel-
opment goals and produce measure-
ment mechanisms and indicators to 
mitigate the effects of storms, he said.  
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Deal signed 
to combat 
dust storms 

ARARA: An Arab citizen of the 
Zionist entity jailed for killing a Zionist 
soldier was released on Thursday 
after serving 40 years, officials said, 
with the Zionist entity warning it 
would not tolerate celebrations glori-
fying “terror”. Maher Younis was 
released from Beersheba prison 
shortly after dawn, the Palestinian 
Prisoners Club said. 

Younis was convicted in 1983 of 
the 1980 murder of Zionist soldier 

Avraham Bromberg near Hadera, on 
his way home from the occupied 
Golan Heights. His death sentence was 
commuted to a 40-year jail term. 
Hundreds gathered outside Younis’ 
family home in the northern village of 
Arara as the 62-year-old returned 
home, with a young woman in tears as 
she placed a garland of flowers 
around Younis’ neck. 

The celebrations took place 
despite warnings from Zionist 
National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir that police would intervene 
if Palestinian flags or chants support-
ing Younis took place. Though there 
were no Palestinian flags visible, 
Younis was defiant.  

Continued on Page 6 

Palestinian freed 
after 40 years; 2 
killed by Zionists

WELLINGTON: New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern, a global figurehead of progressive 
politics, shocked the country Thursday by announc-
ing she would resign from office in a matter of 

weeks. The 42-year-old - who steered the country 
through natural disasters, the Covid pandemic, and 
its worst-ever terror attack - said she no longer had 
“enough in the tank”. 

“I am human. We give as much as we can for as 
long as we can and then it’s time. And for me, it’s 
time,” she said at a meeting of members of her 
Labour Party. Ardern said she would step down no 
later than February 7, less than three years after 
winning a landslide election to secure her second 
term in office. Since that 2020 peak of 
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New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 


