
Swedish intelligence 
agent gets life for  
spying for Russia 

 
STOCKHOLM: A former Swedish intelligence official 
was handed a life sentence on Thursday for spying for 
Russia’s military intelligence service between 2011 and 
2021, and his brother jailed for 10 years. Stockholm’s dis-
trict court found 42-year-old Peyman Kia, who served in 
Sweden’s intelligence service Sapo and in military intelli-
gence units, and his brother Payam, 35, guilty of “aggra-
vated espionage”. 

The brothers, Swedish citizens of Iranian origin, had 
“together and in concertation, illegally and for the benefit 
of Russia and the GRU, acquired, transmitted and dis-
closed information whose disclosure to a foreign power 
could harm Sweden’s security”. The court found Peyman 
Kia guilty of gathering some 90 classified documents 
through his jobs. His brother was found guilty of planning 
the crime and managing contacts with the GRU, passing 
on about 45 of the classified documents. 

They were arrested in 2021, several years after Sapo 
first suspected a mole in its organization and counter-

intelligence began investigating Peyman Kia. The pair 
have been held in custody since their arrest. Both denied 
the charges. 

Peyman Kia was handed a life sentence for carrying 
out espionage “of the most serious category”, judge 
Mans Wigen said, adding that he had abused the trust 
placed in him as an intelligence official to aid Russia, 
which poses “the biggest threat to Sweden”. Despite a 
trove of evidence including USB sticks, laptops, hard 
discs and mobile phones, the court acknowledged that 
there was much it had not been able to ascertain. “After 
studying the evidence, it is clear that some pieces of the 
puzzle are missing and it has therefore not been possible 
to establish with certainty what has happened”, it wrote 
in a statement. 

 
Possible money motive  

The court speculated that the brothers may have been 
motivated by money. Among other things, it found that 
Peyman Kia handled cash worth around 550,000 kronor 
(almost $50,000) in 2016-2017, more than 80 percent of 
it in US dollars, which it said was likely payment from 
Russia for the classified documents. Much of the investi-
gation and court hearing, and Thursday’s full court ruling, 
was considered classified information and therefore not 
made available to the public. 

The trial coincides with another spectacular spying 

case believed to have benefited Russia involving a couple 
of Russian origin arrested last year at their home in a 
Stockholm suburb in a police helicopter raid at dawn. 
Moscow allegedly installed the couple, named by the 
Bellingcat investigative website as Sergei Skvortsov and 
Elena Koulkova, as sleeper agents in the late 1990s. —AFP 

Jacinda Ardern  
leaves a legacy  
forged from crisis 

 
WELLINGTON: Jacinda Ardern promised “relentless 
positivity” as New Zealand’s prime minister, but in 
announcing her shock resignation on Thursday admitted 
the unrelenting demands of the job had finally worn her 
down. A fresh-faced Ardern was elected prime minister 
in 2017, and in a tumultuous first term faced New 
Zealand’s worst terror attack, a deadly volcanic eruption, 
and the Covid-19 pandemic. Just 37 years old at the time, 
she became the country’s youngest prime minister since 
1856 and a global icon for progressive politics. 

Ardern won a landslide second term in 2020, but 
her popularity has been on the slide as she battles 
declining trust in government, a deteriorating econom-
ic situation, and a resurgent conservative opposition. 
The stress has been evident in recent months — 

Ardern showing a rare lapse of poise when she was 
unwittingly caught on microphone calling an opposi-
tion politician an “arrogant prick”. 

“This has been the most fulfilling five and a half 
years of my life. But it has also had its challenges,” 
Ardern, 42, said on Thursday. “I know what this job 
takes, and I know that I no longer have enough in the 
tank to do it justice. It is that simple.” She had been in 
office barely 18 months when a white supremacist gun-
man opened fire in two Christchurch mosques during 
Friday prayers, killing 51 Muslim worshippers and 
wounding another 40. 

Her deft and compassionate response to the ram-
page of hate defined the charismatic centre-left 
leader’s image around the world. When she donned a 
headscarf and comforted victims’ families after the 
shooting, it resonated globally. She would later 
describe it as a spontaneous gesture of respect to the 
Muslim community. 

Ardern also won plaudits for decisive policy action, 
including swiftly enacted gun law reforms and a push to 
force social media giants to address online hate speech. 
The New Zealand public emphatically backed her per-
formance, giving her a second three-year term in 

October 2020. Ardern’s campaign pitch focused heavily 
on her government’s success in containing the coron-
avirus. Life within New Zealand has largely returned to 
normal after a series of strict lockdowns. —AFP 

International
German parliament 
recognizes Yazidi 
‘genocide’ in Iraq 
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DAVOS, Switzerland: German climate activist of the “Fridays for Future” movement Luisa Neubauer (left), Ecuadorian environmental and human rights activist Helena Gualinga (second left), Ugandan climate justice activist Vanessa Nakate (second right) and Swedish 
climate activist Greta Thunberg (right) pose with a letter to CEOs of fossil fuel companies during the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos. —AFP

 

London takes aim at  
public peeing with  
splash-back paint 

 
LONDON: A central London district famous for its 
nightlife, but also home to thousands of residents, is try-
ing out a novel way to tackle the persistent problem of 
public urination: so-called anti-pee paint. Officials in 
Soho-a warren of bars, restaurants, theatres and other 
entertainment venues as well as apartments and hous-
es-are treating walls at nearly a dozen problem sites 
with the special spray-on liquid. The industrial strength 
“surface protection” creates a transparent water-repel-
lent layer that splashes back urine when it hits, provid-
ing instant payback for offenders. 

“It is very effective-the proof is in the pudding,” 
local councilor Aicha Less told AFP, demonstrating the 
innovative invisible paint’s splash-back ability with a 
bottle of water. Westminster City Council has launched 
the initiative following complaints from some of Soho’s 
approximately 3,000 residents, as well as from workers 
and business operators. “Obviously pee isn’t very pleas-
ant and our residents are very upset,” said Less, as a 
contractor finished spraying a brick wall on a quiet resi-
dential street. 

“They step out their front door in the morning and 
you just get the stench of urine,” she added. Locals are 
“entitled to live in a clean, safe environment”. The coun-
cil, which learned about the anti-pee paint after it was 
previously used by another local authority and in 
Germany, is aiming to treat walls at 10 Soho hotspots. 
Contractors erect signs at targeted sites saying they 
have been sprayed and the message: “This wall is not a 
urinal.” Westminster spends nearly £1 million ($1.24 mil-
lion) annually on street cleaning, which includes hosing 
down peed-on sidestreets. It hopes this new strategy 
will lower that bill. “We’ll see what impact it makes in, 
say, six months’ time and if there is less of a stench in 
the air,” said Less. 

Although public urination can be a scourge in urban 
areas with busy nightlife worldwide, locals believe 
Soho is especially prone to the problem. The 0.25-
square-mile (0.6-square kilometer) district in the heart 
of the UK capital boasts more than 400 premises 
licensed to sell alcohol, around a quarter of them late 
into the night, according to local resident Tim Lord. But 
that is accompanied by a dwindling number of perma-
nent public toilets, said Lord, who chairs the Soho 
Society community group.  

The area’s two remaining underground toilets closed 
during the pandemic and are yet to reopen: there are 
rumors one is set to be sold and turned into a bar or 
other commercial venture. “So throughout the night, 
you could have thousands of people who’ve been drink-
ing and certainly in the summer with the closed toilets, 
Soho smelled,” said Lord. “If the pee paint works it will 
reduce the problem of smelly streets in the summer, in 
particular, so that’s to be welcomed. We hope it works.” 
Westminster City Council is also looking at handing out 
more fines for public urination, a criminal offence that 
could cost offenders £50 ($62) or £80. 

It has also rolled out temporary urinal stands in 
various Soho locations from Thursday to Sunday, 
when the area is busiest. But Lord argues the declining 
number of permanent public toilets in Soho is “very 
odd” given its nightlife, part of “a uniquely English 
problem” in need of reversing. “You don’t have to trav-
el very far in Europe or North America and you’ll find 
perfectly clean, well-run public toilets,” he said. “Soho 
is a really important historical part of London that was 
laid out in the 1650s and it goes back a long way, it’s a 
conservation area. “We just wish our local council 
took care of it-it’s a great place to live and a place that 
should be clean.” —AFP

SWITZERLAND: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg 
slammed business and political leaders attending the World 
Economic Forum in Davos on Thursday, saying it was “absurd” 
to listen to them while they fuelled “the destruction of the plan-
et”. Two days after police briefly detained her at a protest 
against a coal mine in Germany, Thunberg and other young cam-
paigners took part in a debate on the sidelines of the summit of 
global investors, CEOs and political leaders in the Swiss Alps. 

“We are right now in Davos where (there are) basically the 
people who are mostly fuelling the destruction of the planet,” 
the 20-year-old said, explaining that the world should not rely 
on them “for solving our problems”. She added that it was 
“absurd ... we seem to be listening to them rather than the peo-
ple who are actually affected by the climate crisis”. 

“Without massive public pressure from the outside, these 
people are going to go as far as they possibly can... They will 
continue to throw people under the bus for their own gain,” she 
said. The Swede spoke on the sidelines of the WEF with fellow 
activists Helena Gualinga of Ecuador, Vanessa Nakate of 
Uganda and Luisa Neubauer of Germany at a CNBC panel that 
included International Energy Agency head Fatih Birol. 

The Swede made a splash when she attended the forum as 
a teenager in January 2020, warning that “our house is still on 
fire” and complaining that her demands had been “completely 
ignored”. Then-US president Donald Trump used his speech at 
the same forum to bash “the perennial prophets of doom” as 

Thunberg looked on stony-faced from the audience. 
This week, she and Gualinga, Nakate and Neubauer 

launched an online petition demanding that energy firms stop 
any new oil, gas or coal extraction projects-or face possible 
legal action. More than 900,000 people had signed the peti-
tion by Thursday. “We are taking a very dangerous path. We 
are already seeing how people are suffering on the ground,” 
Gualinga said. “It’s completely insane that we are allowing this 
and we have people here in Davos that are enabling that, 
through government, through investing in fossil fuel and at 
some point there needs to be a stop. This is criminal behav-
ior,” she said. 

 
Big Oil’s ‘big lie’  

Birol, as head of a multilateral energy agency that advises 
mostly Western governments, said that his presence alongside 
activists was “a very important signal that I want to give the 
world”. “We have to see that the climate change needs to get 
more attention. Unfortunately, the attention to climate change is 
sliding down,” he said. The energy sector had to be trans-
formed or “we have no chance whatsoever to reach our climate 
targets”. 

The IEA said in a report in October that the energy crisis 
triggered by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was causing 
changes that could hasten the transition to a “more sustain-
able and secure energy system”. Thunberg was among a 

group of people hauled away by police on Tuesday during a 
protest near the German village of Luetzerath, which is being 
razed to make way for a coal mine expansion. They were not 
formally arrested. 

Her actions were praised in Davos by former US vice presi-
dent Al Gore, who won a Nobel Peace Prize for his work on cli-
mate change. “I agree with her efforts to stop that coal mine,” 
Gore told a panel discussion on global warming, adding that 
young people around the world despaired of efforts by leaders 
to tackle the climate crisis. “We are not winning” the fight 
against global warming, he said. 

Climate change is a major topic at the World Economic 
Forum, where businesses and governments have come under 
pressure to do more to ensure that the world meets the 
increasingly elusive goal of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. In a speech on Wednesday, United Nations chief 
Antonio Guterres drew a parallel between the actions of oil 
companies and those of tobacco firms, which were eventually 
hit by costly lawsuits over the harmful effects of cigarettes. 

Guterres pointed to a study published in the journal 
Science last week that said ExxonMobil had dismissed the 
findings of its own scientists, who had accurately predicted 
global warming due to fossil fuels as far back as the late 
1970s. “Some in Big Oil peddled the big lie,” he said. “And 
like the tobacco industry, those responsible must be held to 
account.” —AFP

‘Climate change needs to get more attention, unfortunately, it is sliding dow’

Thunberg: Davos elite ‘fuelling destruction of planet’

STOCKHOLM: Judge Mans Wigen holds a press conference fol-
lowing the verdict in the case of two Swedish brothers 
charged with spying for Russia at the District Court in 
Stockholm, Sweden. —AFP

AUCKLAND: In this file photo New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern and partner Clarke Gayford pose with their 
baby daughter Neve Te Aroha Ardern Gayford outside the 
hospital in Auckland. —AFP


