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German parliament recognizes 
Yazidi ‘genocide’ in Iraq

BERLIN: Germany’s lower house of parliament rec-
ognized on Thursday the 2014 massacre of Yazidis by 
Islamic State group jihadists in Iraq as a “genocide”, 
and called for measures to assist the besieged minori-
ty. In a move hailed by Yazidi community representa-
tives, deputies in the Bundestag passed the motion by 
the three parliamentary groups in Germany’s ruling 
centre-left-led coalition and conservative MPs. 

The chamber “recognizes the crimes against the 
Yazidi community as genocide, following the legal 
evaluations of investigators from the United Nations,” 
the resolution said, after similar moves by countries 
including Australia, Belgium and the Netherlands. The 
text condemns “indescribable atrocities” and “tyranni-
cal injustice” carried out by IS fighters “with the inten-
tion of completely wiping out the Yazidi community”. 

The motion urges the German judicial system to 
pursue further criminal cases against suspects in 
Germany and the government to increase financial 
support to collect evidence of crimes in Iraq and 
boost funding to help rebuild shattered Yazidi 
communities. 

It also calls for Germany to establish a documenta-
tion centre for crimes against Yazidis to ensure a his-
torical record and to press Baghdad to protect the 
minority group’s rights. Islamic State jihadists in 
August 2014 massacred over 1,200 Yazidis, members 
of a Kurdish-speaking community in northwest Iraq 
that follows an ancient religion rooted in 
Zoroastrianism. IS sees them as “devil worshippers”. 

The Yazidi minority has been particularly persecut-
ed by the jihadist group, which has also forced its 
women and girls into sexual slavery and enlisted boys 
as child soldiers. A special UN investigation team said 

in May 2021 that it had collected “clear and convinc-
ing evidence” that IS had committed genocide against 
the Yazidis. 

 
‘Prevent future genocides’  

Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock recalled 
speaking to Yazidi women in Iraq who had been raped 
and held captive by IS fighters and said the motion 
was being passed for them and “in the name of 
humanity”. “We must call out these crimes by their 
name,” she told the chamber. “We must ask what we 
can do to prevent future genocides.” 

Around two dozen Yazidi community representa-
tives attended the debate at the glass-domed 
Reichstag parliament building in central Berlin. Mirza 
Dinnayi, head of Air Bridge Iraq, an NGO assisting 
victims of the massacre who live in Germany, told AFP 
the measure was “pioneering” for addressing “the 
consequences of the genocide”. 

He welcomed the inclusion of “practical steps the 
German government can take to support the Yazidi 
community in Iraq as well as the diaspora”. Another 
Yazidi aid group, HAWAR.help, called the motion 
“more than a symbolic act”. 

“The survivors want nothing more than justice, for 
the world to see their suffering and for the perpetra-
tors to be punished,” it said. Derya Turk-Nachbaur, a 
deputy from the Social Democrats and one of the 
sponsors of the measure, noted there was “no statute 
of limitations on genocide”. “It was impossible for us 
to close our eyes any longer to their suffering,” she 
said of the Yazidis. “The indescribable atrocities of IS 
militias must not go unpunished-not in Iraq and not in 
Germany.” 

Green lawmaker Max Lucks said Germany was 
home to what is believed to be the world’s largest 
Yazidi diaspora of about 150,000 people, meaning the 

country had a particular responsibility to the commu-
nity. “Their pain will never go away,” he told the 
Bundestag. —AFP 

IS fighters had the intention of completely wiping out Yazidi community

Iran impasse spells 
agony for families 
of ‘hostages’ 

 
PARIS: The scaling back of contacts between Iran and 
the West over the crackdown on the protest movement 
has intensified the anxiety and uncertainty of the families 
whose loved ones are held by the Islamic republic. Iran is 
accused by campaigners of holding over two dozen for-
eign nationals, some for years on end, in a deliberate 
strategy of “hostage diplomacy” aimed at extracting con-
cessions from the West. 

In the past, many foreign passport holders finally won 
their release from Iranian jails following secret backroom 
negotiations that controversially often saw Iranians 
released abroad or assets unfrozen in exchange. But now 
with negotiations on reviving the 2015 deal on the Iranian 
nuclear program stalled and Iranian ambassadors regular-
ly summoned in Europe over the protest crackdown, there 
is little room for such deal-making. The families back 
home, many of them of Iranian origin, are torn between 
admiration for the “Woman, life, freedom” protests and 
agonized uncertainty over the fate of their relatives. 

One of those held is German-Iranian citizen Nahid 
Taghavi, 68, who was arrested in October 2020 and sen-
tenced in 2021 to 10 years in prison on national security 
charges dismissed by her family. In poor health, she was 
granted four months out of prison last year, but ordered 
back to Tehran’s Evin jail in November. “As an Iranian liv-
ing abroad, I completely support the protests. But on a 
personal level I now have no idea what is going to hap-
pen in the next months and years in Nahid’s case,” her 
daughter Mariam Claren, who has led the campaign for 

her release, told AFP. 
“The relationship between Iran and Germany is deteri-

orating. There has been no movement in the cases of my 
mother or other dual nationals.” “But I do not want to limit 
it to our personal destiny. Something bigger is happening 
with the protests.” Those held in similar circumstances 
include American, French, British, German, Austrian and 
Swedish citizens with the numbers in custody growing. 
US citizen Siamak Namazi, who is of Iranian descent and 
was arrested in October 2015, this week started a seven-
day hunger strike in a bid for President Joe Biden to put 
greater priority on his case. “Nothing I say could possibly 
convey the agony of having to harden myself to this soul-
crushing callousness and lawlessness,” Namazi said in a 
statement released by his American lawyers. “How does 
one describe what it feels like to be stripped of your 
humanity and treated as some kind of extortionately 
priced item instead?” —AFP 

BERLIN: Atou Salo, a Yazidi refugee from Iraq who has been living in Germany for three years, walks past the Reichstag build-
ing that houses the Bundestag (lower house of parliament) in Berlin. —AFP

FRANCE: An undated photograph made available by the family of 
Bernard Phelan on January 18, 2023, shows French-Irish citizen 
Bernard Phelan in an undisclosed location. —AFP

Kyiv ups pressure on  
West for weapons  

 
KYIV: Ukraine on Thursday intensified pressure on 
Western allies to provide heavier weapons and Leopard 
tanks to step up the fight against Russia ahead of a major 
donor meeting. The Kremlin swiftly warned against an 
“extremely dangerous” escalation if the West-long fearful 
of getting into a full-blown war with nuclear-armed Russia-
sent longer range weapons to Kyiv. Addressing the annual 
World Economic Forum gathering in Davos, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky singled out Germany for its 
hesitance to supply its modern Leopard tanks-unless the 
United States also gives tanks. “There are times where we 
shouldn’t hesitate,” Zelensky said via video-link. 

“When someone says ‘I will give tanks if someone else 
will also share tanks’... I don’t think this is the right strategy 
to go with.” Zelensky’s foreign and defense ministers sub-
sequently echoed his plea, urging allies to “considerably” 
boost arms deliveries and calling on countries that have 
Leopard tanks, including Germany and Turkey, to send 
them. “We appeal to all partner states... to considerably 
reinforce their practical contribution,” Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba and Defense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov 
said in a joint statement. Western partners fear that Ukraine 
could use long-range weapons to hit deep inside Russian 
territory or Crimea —  a peninsula Moscow annexed in 
2014 — despite Kyiv promising it would not do so. 

 
‘Whole new level’  

In Moscow, the Kremlin warned of escalating the 
conflict to a “whole new level” if the West answers 
Ukraine’s latest calls. “Potentially, this is extremely dan-
gerous,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters. “It will mean bringing the conflict to a whole 

new level, which, of course, will not bode well from the 
point of view of global and pan-European security,” he 
added. The New York Times reported on Wednesday 
that the Biden administration is considering the potential 
of Ukraine using American-supplied weapons against 
Russian targets in Crimea. 

On Friday, the United States is to convene a meet-
ing of around 50 countries-including all 30 members 
of NATO-at the US military base of Ramstein in 
Germany to discuss military aid to Ukraine. “The main 
message there wi l l  be more support  and more 
advanced support, heavier weapons, and more modern 
weapons, because this is a fight for our values,” NATO 
chief Jens Stoltenberg said in Davos on Wednesday. 
Many Ukrainian allies have recently announced plans 
to step up their military support to Kyiv. Last weekend 
Britain became the first Western nation to pledge 
heavy tanks. —AFP 

KYIV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (right) awards 
the President of the European Council Charles Michel with the 
Order of Merit title during the press conference following their 
talks in Kyiv Thursday.  —AFP

Continued from Page 1 
 
Annual losses resulting from sand and dust 

storms were estimated at KD 190 million, while the 
project, which will be implemented through the UN 
program at a value of KD 4 million, will target spe-
cific areas located 250 km north of the Kuwaiti bor-
der, Dr Sudairawi mentioned. He referred to the 
direct impact of those areas, which amounts to 40 
percent of the total storms that Kuwait, southern 
Iraq and the eastern region of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Bahrain and parts of UAE are exposed to. 

Dust storms caused the closure of ports and 
roads, causing huge economic losses, in addition to 
health and environmental damage, as cross-border 
sandstorms that lead to the accumulation of dust 
increased from 60 tons per square kilometer in 
2006 to over 500 tons per square kilometer in 
2022, he indicated. The project will work to stabilize 
the soil in the regions of northern Iraq and thus 
reduce cross-border dust, Sudairawi said, noting 
that building barriers inside the country without 
addressing the main source will not suffice, espe-

cially since the path of dust starts from those areas, 
passing through Kuwait to Qatar and UAE.  

Groundbreaking infrastructure will be designed 
to rehabilitate areas affected by sand and dust 
storms and mitigate their harmful effects through 
several methods, he said. The project will be carried 
out through the use of heavy machinery such as 
excavators and soil dumpers to place a heavy clay 
layer, as the consistency of the clay layer when it 
rains gives an opportunity for natural plant growth 
and the cultivation of drought-resistant fungal trees 
in windbreaks to help stabilize the soil and increase 
plant density, Dr Sudairawi added.  

Head of Office at UN-Habitat for Arab Gulf 
States Dr Ameera Al-Hassan said this agreement 
was a result of the deal signed with the Kuwait Fund 
for Arab Economic Development (KFAED), which 
aims to treat dust from its sources. Dr Hassan 
underlined the significance of the agreement, which 
addresses the problem from its sources in a sound 
scientific manner that will result in improving the 
public health of the population and dusty areas, as 
well as improving the economies of the affected 
countries. KFAED signed on Oct 27 with UN-
Habitat a grant agreement worth KD 4 million ($13.2 
million) to finance the project for cross-border sand 
and dust storms between Iraq and Kuwait to reduce 
the chances of these storms. — KUNA 

Deal signed 
to combat...
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“The authorities are trying to spoil the celebra-

tion,” Younis told reporters. “The Palestinian flag is 
in our hearts and the homeland is in our minds. It is 
just an issue of appearances.” 

Younis is a member of the Zionist entity’s Arab 
minority, many of whom identify as Palestinians. 
“After 40 years of captivity, his health is good and 
his nerves are solid,” his brother Nader Younis said. 
His release comes two weeks after his cousin Karim 
Younis was freed after serving the same prison time 
for the same offence. When Karim was released, he 
said he was “proud” of his actions, and was wel-
comed by hundreds of celebrating supporters wav-
ing Palestinian flags. 

The scenes sparked a backlash in the Zionist 
entity, and several high-ranking Palestinian officials 
from Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah party had their Zionist 
entry permits revoked after attending the celebra-
tions, sparking a diplomatic crisis. Ben-Gvir’s office 
said the minister had “instructed police to act firmly 
and with determination against the phenomena of 

terror and support for terror we saw the other 
week” during Karim’s homecoming. 

Meanwhile, Zionist troops killed two Palestinians 
Thursday in the flashpoint West Bank city of Jenin, 
the Palestinian health ministry said. The ministry 
said Jawad Farid Bawaqna was killed by a bullet to 
the chest, while Adham Mohammed Bassem 
Jabareen, 28, was hit in the upper abdomen by 
Zionist fire.  

The Islamic Jihad militant group said Jabareen 
was a member. Bawaqna was a sports teacher and 
youth leader in Jenin refugee camp, the province’s 
deputy governor said. There were conflicting 
reports on Bawaqna’s age, with the health ministry 
saying he was 57, and the Palestinian official news 
agency Wafa reporting he was 58. 

Farid Bawaqna, Jawad’s son, said his father was 
shot dead while trying to move Jabareen’s body. 
“My father called me from the top of the house, and 
told me to ‘get down, there is a young man who was 
martyred at the door of the house, come so we can 
drag him,’” he told AFP. “We went down together, 
and pulled him... We dragged him about four to five 
meters and a bullet entered my father’s body”. 

The deaths raise the number of Palestinians killed 
in the occupied West Bank this month to 17, 
according to an AFP tally. The majority were killed 
by Zionist forces. — AFP 

Palestinian freed 
after 40 years...
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 “Jacindamania”, Ardern’s government has struggled 

- its popularity hampered by soaring inflation, a loom-
ing recession and a resurgent conservative opposition. 

“I believe that leading a country is the most privi-
leged job anyone could ever have, but also one of the 
more challenging,” Ardern said. “You cannot and 
should not do it unless you have a full tank, plus a bit in 
reserve for those unexpected challenges.” Ardern won 
international acclaim for her empathetic handling of 
the 2019 Christchurch mosque massacre, in which 51 

Muslim worshippers were killed and another 40 
wounded. Later that year she was praised for her deci-
sive leadership during the fatal White Island (also 
known as Whakaari) volcano eruption.  

On Thursday she cited her government’s actions on 
housing affordability, climate change and child poverty 
as further sources of pride. “And we’ve done that while 
responding to some of the biggest threats to the health 
and economic wellbeing of our nation arguably since 
World War II,” Ardern said. Featured on the covers of 
British Vogue and Time magazine, there was a percep-
tion that Ardern was more popular abroad than she 
was at home. 

At her peak she was a domestic force, but her gov-
ernment has been steadily sliding in the polls over the 
last year. “It’s about time. She’s wrecked the economy 
and food prices have skyrocketed,” said Esther Hedges 
from Cambridge on New Zealand’s north island. “I’m not 

happy with her and I don’t know anyone who is,” the 65-
year-old added. Christina Sayer, 38, said Ardern was “the 
best prime minister we have had”. “I like the type of per-
son she is and she cares about people. I’m sorry to see 
her go.” 

The stress of the job has been evident, with Ardern 
showing a rare lapse of poise last month when she was 
unwittingly caught cursing an opposition politician. New 
Zealand actor and Hollywood veteran Sam Neill said 
Ardern was frequently targeted by social media “bullies”. 
“She deserved so much better,” he said in an online 
statement. 

New Zealand will choose its next prime minister in a 
general election held on Oct 14, Ardern announced. She 
said she would continue to serve as an MP until then. Her 
departure leaves a void at the top of the Labour party, 
with her deputy Grant Robertson swiftly ruling out a tilt 
at the leadership. Although recent polls indicate a cen-

ter-right coalition will likely win the election, Ardern said 
that was not the reason for her resignation. “I am not 
leaving because I believe we cannot win the next elec-
tion, but because I believe we can and will,” she said. “I 
am leaving because with such a privileged job comes a 
big responsibility. The responsibility to know when you 
are the right person to lead - and also when you’re not.” 

Ardern was the second prime minister in the world to 
give birth while in office, after Pakistan’s Benazir Bhutto 
in 1990. She said she was looking forward to spending 
more time with her daughter Neve, who is due to start 
school later this year, and finally getting married to her 
partner, TV personality Clarke Gayford. Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese led international tributes to 
Ardern, saying she had “shown the world how to lead 
with intellect and strength”. “She has demonstrated that 
empathy and insight are powerful leadership qualities,” 
Albanese said. — AFP 

New Zealand PM 
Ardern announces...


