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LONDON: Erik ten Hag criticised Manchester 
United’s lack of killer instinct after Michael Olise’s 
superb stoppage-time free-kick rescued a 1-1 
draw for Crystal Palace on Wednesday. Ten Hag’s 
side led through Bruno Fernandes’ first half strike 
at Selhurst Park as they looked to record their 
longest winning streak in 14 years. 

But Olise halted United’s run at nine succes-
sive victor ies  in  a l l  competi t ions when he 
smashed a breathtaking set-piece past David de 
Gea in the final seconds. It was a major blow for 
United, who had hoped to climb to second place 
in the Premier League and put pressure on lead-
ers Arsenal ahead of their visit to the Emirates 
Stadium on Sunday. 

“When you’re winning with two minutes to go 
and Palace don’t create anything except one from 
a corner and one from the free-kick, you don’t 
expect to drop points,” Ten Hag said. “We have to 
invest more to get that second goal and then not 
be in that situation that a lucky moment costs you. 

“In the second half we had a lot of space to kill 
them and go for the second goal. “I never saw we 
really went for the second goal. It’s difficult to say 
why. I have to criticise my team. Go for the sec-
ond.” Having beaten City 2-1 in the Manchester 
derby on Saturday, United left freezing south 
London disappointed not to make it 10 in a row. 

Instead, United moved up to third, level on 
points with champions Manchester City and eight 
adrift of Mikel Arteta’s table-toppers. City would 
go three points clear of United if  they beat 
Tottenham on Thursday. United, who haven’t won 
the title since 2013, can still put a little pressure 
on Arsenal if they beat the Gunners in north 
London. 

“We have to take the lesson. You can’t change 
it (the end of the winning run). We’re looking for-
ward,” Ten Hag said. “Look to Arsenal and make a 
proper plan. The players have to make sure 
they’re ready.” Palace beat United on the final day 
of last season at the dismal culmination of Ralf 
Rangnick’s lacklustre reign as interim boss. 

United have been revitalised by Ten Hag in the 
intervening eight months and the contrast 
between the two eras was immediately evident. 
Ten Hag’s team went close to an early opener 
when Luke Shaw fizzed a half-volley just wide of 
the far post from Aaron Wan-Bissaka’s pass. 

Wout Weghorst was making his United debut 
following his arrival on loan from Burnley after his 
spell at Besiktas was cut short. The Netherlands 
striker’s only sight of goal in his 70-minute 
appearance was a header onto the roof of the net 
from Shaw’s cross. 

 
United frustrated  

After being penned back, Palace threatened 
when Odsonne Edouard’s 25-yard blast was bril-
liantly tipped onto the bar by David de Gea. 
United were unfazed and took the lead in clinical 
fashion after 44 minutes. Fernandes scored 
United’s controversial equaliser in the Manchester 
derby on Saturday, with Marcus Rashford clearly 
offside before the Portugal midfielder netted. 

There were no doubts about this one as 
Christian Eriksen swept into the Palace area and 
cut his pass back to the unmarked Fernandes, who 
took a touch before shooting powerfully past 
Vicente Guaita from 12 yards. 

United maintained control for much of the sec-
ond half, aided by an influential display from Brazil 

midfielder Casemiro, who was so unruffled he 
even posed for a selfie with a pitch-invading fan. 
Stewards were slow to react to the supporter, who 
stood next to Casemiro for several seconds and 
was almost off the pitch again before he was final-
ly intercepted by security. 

But, to Ten Hag’s chagrin, United faded in the 
closing stages. Marc Guehi’s header almost 
brought an equaliser as De Gea palmed it away. 
And Palace snatched their leveller at the death 
when Olise bent a sublime free-kick over the wall 
and in off the bar from 30 yards.  —AFP

Olise’s wonder-strike forces  
Man Utd to settle for Palace draw

 

Betis knocked  
out on penalties 

 
MADRID: Holders Real Betis crashed out 
of  the Copa del  Rey in the last  16 on 
Wednesday after losing 4-2 on penalties to 
Osasuna despite twice leading in a tie that 
finished 2-2 after extra time. Portugal mid-
fielder William Carvalho put Betis ahead at 
home just past the hour but Osasuna forced 
an addit ional  30 minutes when David 
Garcia equalised in stoppage time. 

Betis  went back in front through 
Youssouf Sabaly but Ruben Garcia levelled 
before Sergio Canales and Guido 
Rodriguez both missed for Manuel 
Pellegrini’s side in the shootout. Alvaro 
Morata struck before Marcos Llorente 
added a late second as Atletico beat sec-
ond-tier Levante 2-0, providing Diego 
Simeone’s team some respite from their 
stumbling run in La Liga. 

Edinson Cavani scored twice as last 
year’s runners-up Valencia strolled to a 4-0 
win at  second-divis ion Gijon. Just in 
Kluivert and Samuel Lino were also on tar-
get for the visitors. Athletic Bilbao won 1-0 
at home to Espanyol courtesy of a strike 
from veteran defender Oscar de Marcos. 

Barcelona, the record 31-time winners, 
take on third-tier Ceuta on the coast of 
North Afr ica on Thursday, whi le Real 
Madrid go to Villarreal. The quarter-final 
draw takes place on Friday with the ties 
scheduled for January 24-26.  —AFP

LONDON: Crystal Palace’s French midfielder Michael Olise (unseen) shoots a penalty kick and scores his team first goal 
past Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea (C) during the English Premier League football match 
between Crystal Palace and Manchester United.  —AFP

Madande gives  
Zimbabwe dramatic  
ODI victory  

 
HARARE: Clive Madande struck a four off the final 
ball of a rain-interrupted one-day international 
thriller in Harare on Wednesday to give Zimbabwe a 
three-wicket victory over Ireland. The home side 
needed 13 runs from their last over under the DLS 
system to win and, boosted by a six from Ryan Burl, 
reduced the target to four runs with one Graham 
Hume delivery left. 

By scooping the ball over deep midwicket, wick-
etkeeper Madande joined Burl (59) and Sikandar 
Raza (43) as stars of a brave fightback by Zimbabwe 
after Ireland posted 288-4 in 50 overs. Zimbabwe 
scored 214-7 in reply as a three-match ODI series 
began, following a 2-1 win by the hosts in a three-
match Twenty20 series. 

Burl was run out seeking a second run off the 
second ball of the final over and Raza was caught 
earlier having miscued an attempted shot over long 
on. “I am ecstatic about Clive,” said Burl. “When 
batting with him, I kept telling him to be the guy 
that is going to be there until the end, and win it for 
your country. 

“As to my good form, there is no secret,” he said 
of a knock that included two sixes and six fours. 
“I’m just concentrating on putting my head down 
and doing the right things.” Harare-born former 
England Test batsman Gary Ballance contributed 23 
to the Zimbabwe total before being caught at short 
third man attempting a pull shot off a back-of-a-
length ball. 

Ireland captain Andy Balbirnie struck 121 before 
retiring hurt. Zimbabwe won the toss, opted to field 
and, initially, the decision paid off as openers Paul 
Stirling (13) and Stephen Doheny (3) were dismissed 
with 25 runs on the board. 

The match then underwent a dramatic change 
as Balbirnie and Harry Tector (101 not out) put on 
212 for the third wicket — 16 runs short of the 
Irish record. Balbirnie faced 137 balls and hit 
three sixes and 13 fours before top-edging a Brad 
Evans beamer into the grill of his helmet, forcing 
him to quit. 

The captain was able to walk off the field and an 
Irish official, who requested anonymity, said the 
centurion “was not seriously injured and would be 
okay”. “We attach no blame to him (Evans). It was 
not a deliberate act-just a ball that was not ideally 

delivered. These things happen in cricket.” 
Tector reached his century with two runs from a 

cover drive off the fourth ball of the final over. His 
total included one six and eight fours off 109 deliv-
eries. “Hey, what have we got to do to win a 
game,” said Tector. “It was a fantastic game. 
Sikandar and Ryan-the way they played took the 
game away from us.” 

Fast medium pacer Victor Nyauchi was the most 
successful of the Zimbabwe bowlers, taking two 
wickets for 65 runs. The ODI series continues on 
Saturday and concludes on Monday.  —AFP

HARARE: Ireland’s Harry Tector (top) takes a catch over teammate Ireland’s Tyrone Kane (bottom) to dismiss 
Zimbabwe’s Craig Ervine (not in picture) during the first one day international cricket match between Zimbabwe and 
Ireland at the Harare Sports Club in Harare.  —AFP

Leipzig host Bayern  
hoping to keep  
Bundesliga ‘exciting’ 

 
BERLIN: Bayern Munich manager Julian Nagelsmann 
admitted on Wednesday he wanted to stop the league 
getting “exciting again” with a win away at the resur-
gent RB Leipzig on Friday. Four points clear on top of 
the table, Bayern are hoping for a record-extending 
11th straight Bundesliga title. 

Despite brave challenges from Freiburg and Union 
Berlin, the familiar failings of Borussia Dortmund and 
Bayer Leverkusen have left Leipzig as Bayern’s most 
likely challengers for the title. “If we win the game, a 
nine-point lead (ahead of RB) would be a good cush-
ion. If we should lose, it (the league) is very exciting 

again and then we will be under more pressure to act 
in the Bundesliga than if we were to win,” Nagelsmann 
said on Friday. 

“So it’s an important game.” The match pits 
Germany’s two most in-form sides against each other 
in what has emerged as perhaps the biggest rivalry in 
the Bundesliga in recent seasons. Six of the teams’ 12 
league clashes against each other have come with the 
sides sitting first and second on the ladder. 

While Bayern have lost only once in all competi-
tions and are strong favourites for both the title and 
Friday’s clash, RB have lost just twice since local 
Leipzig lad Marco Rose took over as head coach in 
September. 

The Red Bulls’ record at home is even more impos-
ing, with six wins and one draw from seven league 
matches this season. Bayern have won five, drawn two 
and lost one of their eight games away from home. 
Neither side will be at full strength however, with sev-
eral key players missing. 

Bayern captain and goalkeeper Manuel Neuer and 
defender Lucas Hernandez both suffered long-term 
injuries, while forward Sadio Mane will not be back 
until at least February. Leipzig captain and goalkeeper 
Peter Gulacsi is also out long-term, while France for-
ward Christopher Nkunku will not be back in time to 
face Bayern. 

Leipzig will however welcome back winger Timo 
Werner, who missed the World Cup with an ankle 
injury. In an interview published Wednesday with 
Germany’s Sportbild, Werner said Leipzig could 
“increase the pressure on Bayern, especially as we still 
have the return fixture”. 

“Before the winter break we were at eye level with 
Bayern, in terms of the quality of our play.” Werner 
however said his side needed to reach Bayern-like lev-
els of consistency should they mount a realistic chal-
lenge for the title this season. 

“A win would point us in the right direction, but 
what is more important than beating Bayern is to be 

consistent afterwards. “The title will be decided in 
games against teams with other things to worry about.” 

 
One to watch 

Borussia Dortmund striker Sebastien Haller is likely 
to make his first competitive appearance for the club at 
home to Augsburg on Thursday after fighting back 
from testicular cancer. Haller was diagnosed mere days 
after signing for Dortmund in the summer of 2022 and 
spent the rest of the year receiving treatment, including 
four rounds of chemotherapy and two operations. 

After coming on as a late substitute in a friendly 
against Fortuna Duesseldorf in January, Haller said he 
wanted to “give the coach no option” but to pick him. 
He made good on that promise in his next hit out, 
scoring three goals in eight minutes when subbed on 
at half-time in a friendly against Basel on Friday, prov-
ing that his return to the field was more than just senti-
mental. Dortmund re-start the season nine points 
adrift of league leaders Bayern in sixth place. —AFP


