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Govt resigns as tensions boil over
Cabinet suspends ministers’ special salaries • MPs criticize resignation

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah on Monday submitted his gov-
ernment’s resignation to HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, blam-
ing tense “relations with the National Assembly” for 
the action. The move has but effectively killed great 
hopes that began after the elections that the 
Assembly and the government will work hand in 
hand to turn a new page in Kuwait’s modern history, 
which has been marred with non-stop political 
crises due to disputes between the Assembly and 
previous governments. 

The government was formed just over three 
months ago following the Sept 29 general elections, 
in which the opposition scored a landslide victory. 
The two sides enjoyed great relations at the start of 
the Assembly term in October, with a majority of 

MPs describing the prime minister and several min-
isters as “reformists”. 

But the ties started to experience some turbulence 
after MPs began pushing for populist demands to 
fulfill their election campaign promises. The govern-
ment accepted some of the demands but could not 
accept others. The breakaway point came when MPs 
rejected repeated government requests to postpone 
debating a number of populist draft legislation, which 
the government described as expensive. 

The government wanted that the controversial 
draft laws, including a bill calling on the government 
to purchase billions of dinars of bank loans of 
Kuwaiti citizens, be sent back to the Assembly’s 
financial and economic affairs panel for more dis-
cussions. MPs eventually said they will return the 
draft legislation to the committee if the government 
pledges to raise salaries of citizens, pensions of  
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KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah chairs a Cabinet meeting on Jan 
23, 2023 before submitting the government’s resignation. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: The ministry of education announced 
1,741 students were caught cheating or trying to 
cheat during midterm exams that ended recently 
in Kuwait. Meanwhile, the public prosecution has 
frozen the bank accounts of those accused of 
leaking high school exam papers after being 
charged with money laundering, as they report-
edly made KD 3 million from high school stu-
dents. Three of the suspects are Kuwaitis (two 
men and a woman) and one is Syrian. 

Investigations were also able to identify 
around 500 male and female students whose 
names and phone numbers were found on the 
phones of the suspects, who were arrested. The 
Syrian suspect had confessed about the role of 
the three citizens, one of whom is physical edu-
cation teacher in the Farwaniya educational 
zone, saying they were sending “links” through 
which money was paid by students to his per-
sonal account, after which he delivered the mon-
ey to the three suspects at their homes in 
Ahmadi governorate. 

The investigations included testimonies of 
some students who provided detailed information 
about the leaks. Groups were formed of twelfth 
grade students, in both the science and arts 
streams, divided into a group for male students 
and another for female students. The subscription 
charges for one group ranged between KD 100 
and KD 150, while earpieces used for cheating 
witnessed a significant increase prices, reaching 
KD 150 per piece. 

In related news, the education ministry 
announced it has identified five other teachers 
involved in the leaks. It is expected the govern-
ment will terminate their contracts and deprive 
them of end-of-service gratuities, as their names 
were mentioned in the investigations by the pub-
lic prosecution and it was proven that they man-
aged high school exams leak groups. They were 
detained pending investigation. 

The education ministry confirmed it will not 
hesitate to apply all laws supporting the educa-
tional process, as it will combat negative  phe-
nomena in cooperation with concerned authori-
ties in the country during the examination period 
to achieve justice and equality among students, 
to build a new generation capable of developing 
the country. 

1,741 students 
caught cheating; 
teachers arrested

KUWAIT: Large puddles are seen on a potholed road after rainfall in this 
recent file photo. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

TORRANCE, California: A law enforcement official looks into the window of a 
van with a body in the driver’s seat on Jan 22, 2023. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Society of 
Engineers called on the government, 
specifically the public works ministry, 
to deal diligently with the deteriorat-
ing condition of roads, urging the 
ministry to launch a national engi-
neering/architectural campaign in all 
areas of Kuwait, stressing that 
national staff are capable to take on a 
challenge like this. 

“The state of the roads in Kuwait 
has turned into a chronic problem 
whose solution requires more costly 
treatments from various aspects. 

There must be a public appearance 
by officials to explain the reality in 
full transparency before the people 
and government alike,” Secretary of 
KSE Fahad Al-Otaibi said in a press 
statement.  

“We also warn against the contin-
ued lack of transparency in dealing 
with this problem. It is unacceptable 
not to inform the public of the reality 
of the situation regarding deteriora-
tion of roads all over Kuwait. We need 
continuous official announcements 
and continuous clear data on the con-
dition of the country’s roads,” Otaibi 
said. “It is important to put forth a 
timeline for maintenance through an 
architectural perspective and inform 
citizens about it, as well as quickly 
deal with the situation in areas  
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Engineers call to 
fix Kuwait roads 
amid flying gravel 

MONTEREY PARK, California: 
California police searched Monday 
for what compelled a 72-year-old 
man of Asian descent to shoot dead 
10 people as they celebrated Lunar 
New Year at a dance hall in the Los 
Angeles suburbs. The suspect identi-
fied as Huu Can Tran had once been a 
regular at the Star Dance Studio in 
Monterey Park, giving informal les-
sons there, US media said - and he 
reportedly believed that other 
instructors said “evil things about 
him”, an unnamed friend told CNN. 

The network said it was unclear 
how frequently Tran had visited the 
studio in recent years. He is believed 
to have arrived there around 10.20 pm 
on Saturday and opened fire inside, 
killing 10 people - five men and five 
women, all in their 50s and 60s - and 
wounding 10 more. Then he apparent-
ly drove to another dance hall in near-
by Alhambra, where authorities 
believe he intended to carry out a 
second massacre - but was stopped 
by a 26-year-old employee who 
wrestled the gun away from him. 

Security footage obtained by ABC 
shows the pair wrestling in the lobby 
of the Lai Lai Ballroom & Studio in 
Alhambra. “From his body language, 
his facial expression, his eyes, he was 
looking for people,” the employee, 
Brandon Tsay, whose grandparents  
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Police search 
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US shooting

PARIS: Far below our feet, a giant may have start-
ed moving against us. Earth’s inner core, a hot iron 
ball the size of Pluto, has stopped spinning in the 
same direction as the rest of the planet and might 
even be rotating the other way, research suggested 
on Monday. Roughly 5,000 km below the surface 
we live on, this “planet within the planet” can spin 
independently because it floats in the liquid metal 
outer core. 

Exactly how the inner core rotates has been a 
matter of debate between scientists - and the lat-
est research is expected to prove controversial. 
What little we know about the inner core comes 
from measuring the tiny differences in seismic 
waves - created by earthquakes or sometimes 
nuclear explosions-as they pass through the mid-
dle of the Earth. 

Seeking to track the inner core’s movements, new 
research published in the journal Nature 
Geoscience analyzed seismic waves from repeating 
earthquakes over the last six decades. The study’s 
authors, Xiaodong Song and Yi Yang of China’s 
Peking University, said they found that the inner 
core’s rotation “came to near halt around 2009 and 
then turned in an opposite direction”. “We believe 
the inner core rotates, relative to the Earth’s surface, 
back and forth, like a swing,” they told AFP. “One 

cycle of the swing is about seven decades”, meaning 
it changes direction roughly every 35 years, they 
added. 

They said it previously changed direction in the 
early 1970s and predicted the next about-face 
would be in the mid-2040s. The researchers said 
this rotation roughly lines up with changes in what 
is called the “length of day” - small variations in the 
exact time it takes Earth to rotate on its axis. 

So far there is little to indicate that what the 
inner core does has much effect on we surface 
dwellers. But the researchers said they believed 
there are physical links between all Earth’s layers, 
from the inner core to the surface. “We hope our 
study can motivate some researchers to build and 
test models which treat the whole Earth as an inte-
grated dynamic system,” they said. 
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