
Hero tells of 
wrestling gun 
from killer 

 
LOS ANGELES: The young coder credited 
with disarming the 72-year-old suspect in a 
mass shooting during Lunar New Year cele-
brations in California has described his “pri-
mal” battle with the gunman. The man, identi-
fied by the New York Times as 26-year-old 
Brandon Tsay, was in the office of the Lai Lai 
Ballroom & Studio in Alhambra on Saturday 
night watching dancers when he looked up to 
see the suspect pointing a gun at him. 

“My heart sank, I knew I was going to 
die,” he told the newspaper. “That moment, 
it was primal instinct,” he said. “Something 
happened there. I don’t know what came 

over me.” He lunged at the man and grabbed 
the barrel of the gun, beginning the fight of 
his life. 

Tsay, whose grandparents founded the 
ballroom, did not know that the suspect, 
identified by police as Huu Can Tran, was 
believed to have killed 10 people and wound-
ed 10 others just minutes earlier at another 
dance hall in nearby Monterey Park. He said 
he had never seen a gun in real life — but 
that it was clear the gunman was there not to 
rob the place but to kill. “From his body lan-
guage, his facial expression, his eyes, he was 
looking for people,” Tsay told the Times. 

Tsay and his family said that security 
footage showed the pair struggling for around 
90 seconds before he was able to seize the 
gun from the suspect. He immediately pointed 
it back at him and yelled “Go, get the hell out 
of here,” he told the newspaper. 

The suspect fled. Hours later he was dead, 
shooting himself inside a white van in Torrance, 

several miles to the south, on Sunday afternoon 
as police moved to arrest him. Five men and 
five women, all in their 50s or 60s, were killed 
by the gunman in Monterey Park on Saturday 
night. 

Police have said the reason behind the 
attack, which came as Asian communities 
around the world celebrated the Lunar New 
Year holiday, remained a mystery. They said 
they believe the gunman intended to carry out 
a similar massacre in Alhambra, and credited 
those who disarmed him with saving lives. 

Los Angeles County sheriff Robert Luna 
has said two people disarmed the suspect in 
Alhambra — but Tsay and his family, who still 
run the ballroom, say the video footage shows 
he alone grappled with the killer. Tsay’s older 
sister Brenda, who runs the business, said the 
footage showed the gunman’s fierce struggle 
to keep control of his weapon. “He kept com-
ing at him,” she told the Times. “He really 
wanted the gun back.”  —AFP
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MONTEREY PARK: Monterey Park police officers stand at the scene of a mass shooting in Monterey Park, California, on January 22, 2023.  —AFP

MONTEREY PARK: The “Year of the Rabbit” began in hor-
ror on Sunday for the inhabitants of Monterey Park, the largely 
Asian American suburb of Los Angeles where a mass shooting 
left 10 people dead. In this city of 60,000 people, red lanterns 
and banners in Chinese characters celebrating the Lunar New 
Year still fluttered over a roadway. 

But around the dance hall where the shooting unfolded, yel-
low police tape and heavily armed policemen supplanted any 
sign of festivities. “This kind of thing doesn’t happen here,” said 
Wynn Liaw, a neighbor who came to this popular senior citi-
zens’ venue after hearing news bulletins. 

Liaw, a 57-year-old retired veterinarian, has lived the past 
four decades in Monterey Park. She still finds it hard to believe 
that a massacre unfolded here, behind the white-and-green 
awning of the venue she passes daily to do her shopping. 

“This is a very safe neighborhood, where I can walk alone 

at night and where I don’t have to worry about gun violence,” 
she told AFP as police helicopters whirred overhead. On 
Saturday night, a gunman entered the ballroom and killed five 
men and five women, and wounding at least 10 others, authori-
ties said. 

The mass killing — the deadliest US shooting since the 
Uvalde massacre, in which 19 children and two teachers were 
killed in an elementary school in Texas — took Monterey Park 
by surprise. Just a few miles east of downtown Los Angeles, 
Monterey Park is considered the city’s “new Chinatown.” 

Residents here read newspapers in Mandarin, most busi-
ness signs are in Chinese, and the majority of the inhabitants 
approached by an AFP journalist did not speak English. “This 
area is one of the safest neighborhoods in Los Angeles 
County,” said John McKinney, a local prosecutor in the sprawl-
ing Southern California metropolis. 

‘So many guns’ 
“You don’t see much happening here,” added Ken Nim, a 

38-year-old IT worker walking his dog. Nim said in the 20 
years he’s lived here, the only crime he’s experienced is the 
theft of the catalytic converter from his car. “It’s a really sad 
thing, this country is getting crazy,” Nam said. “We saw mass 
shootings in a lot of different cities and in other states, but now 
it is coming to us.” 

David Kwan, a Malaysian-born security guard, appeared 
stunned by the shooting. “I’m often confronted with violence 
but in other areas of Los Angeles,” Kwan said. “It’s the first 
time that I see it in my own community.” 

Along the cordoned-off streets, inhabitants sought to make 
sense of the spasm of violence. On their phones, they saw pho-
tos of dead bodies lying on the ground in a room lit by multi-
colored spotlights. At first, many feared that it was a hate crime. 

But the Asian origin of the suspect, confirmed in the morning 
by the sheriff, has cast doubt on that interpretation. 

“I feel like this is a personal story,” said Jerry Liu, a 26-
year-old truck driver, near the hundreds of white tents lined up 
at the Lunar New Year market. A day earlier, thousands of peo-
ple had crowded the main market site, between the meat skew-
er stands and the fairground. 

“There’s a reason he targeted that ballroom. Otherwise he 
could have gone to the fair earlier during the day and killed a 
lot more people,” Liu said. In front of the police cordon, 
Chester Chong suggested a possible motive: the jealousy 
aroused in a man not invited to a party where his wife was 
enjoying herself. “The problem is, we have so many guns in this 
country,” said Chong, chairman of the Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce of Los Angeles. “It’s so easy to grab a gun and do 
something stupid.”  —AFP
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France ‘still 
deeply sexist’, 
report finds 

 
PARIS: Sexism remains at an “alarming” 
level in France with many young men 
judging discriminatory or violent behav-
ior against women to be acceptable, a 
report published Monday found. Based 
on a study of 2,500 people France’s High 
Authority on Equality (HCE), a consulta-
tive body, found that while most respon-
dents bemoaned sexism in principle, 
“they fail to reject it in practice”. 

French people had become more 
aware of gender inequality, partly thanks 
to the #MeToo movement, but “bias and 
gender stereotypes, sexist cliches and 
everyday sexism are still commonplace”, 
it said. “The report shows a French soci-
ety that remains deeply sexist in all its 
spheres,” the HCE said. 

Some of sexism’s most violent mani-
festations were actually getting worse, it 

said, especially for the younger genera-
tion. While older men often remained 
stuck in conservative views on male and 
female roles in society, younger men 
sometimes displayed aggressively 
macho tendencies, the report said. 

Some 20 percent of men between 25 
and 34 years polled said bragging about 
sexual exploits was needed to “be 
respected as a man in society”, while 23 
percent said that men “sometimes need 
to use violence to get respect”. 

 
‘Less well treated’ 

While most men over 65 judged that 
the image of women in pornography was 
“problematic”, only 48 percent of men 
aged 15-34 years thought so. Some 80 
percent of women questioned said, 
meanwhile, that they thought they had 
been “less well treated” in their lives 
because of their gender. 

Fourteen percent said they had had a 
sexual act forced on them, and 37 per-
cent said they had lived some sexual sit-
uation to which they had not consented. 
A quarter of the men in the report 
downplayed sexual violence, saying that 

“too much attention is being paid to 
sexual assaults”. 

The HCE said it had detected a male 
“backlash” across French society, with 
“macho raids” on social media seeking “to 
reduce women to silence or discredit 
them”. New forms of sexual targeting 
were making things worse for many 
women, the report found, citing online vio-
lence, verbal abuse on social media and 
porn productions with “barbaric” content. 

HCE president Sylvie Pierre-
Brossolette said the authorities needed 
to target male attitudes “from a very 
young age”, including “massive action” 
in education, and more stringent regula-
tion of the online sphere. “Everyday sex-
ism leads to violent sexism,” Pierre-
Brossolette told AFP. 

She also called for the creation of a 
public independent high authority to 
fight sexist violence in politics, and more 
financial and human resources to com-
bat domestic violence. The HCE also 
recommended a ban on gendered toys 
for children and making public subsidies 
for companies contingent on progress in 
terms of equality.  —AFP


