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The International Women’s Group
(IWG) and the Turkish Embassy
celebrated the taste and flavor of

Turkish tea at an event on Sunday. The
event commemorated the addition of
Turkish tea on UNESCO’s List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage as a symbol
of identity, hospitality and social interac-
tion. The popular beverage was acknowl-
edged by the UN in December.

Watching traditional dance perform-
ances and live music, attendees enjoyed
traditional Turkish tea and baklava. “Tea
culture in Kuwait and Turkey is an impor-
tant social practice that shows hospitality.
It helps build and maintain social ties. It is
used to celebrate important moments in
the lives of communities,” said Turkish
Ambassador Tuba Nur Sonmez.

Ghada Shawky, IWG President and
wife of Egypt’s ambassador to Kuwait,
lauded Turkey for its rich cultural her-
itage, being one of the most visited coun-
tries in the world and home to 19
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Sonmez
said the cultural similarities between
Kuwait and Turkey, specifically the signifi-
cance of tea in both cultures, play an
important role in “facilitating friendly inter-
action”. “In Kuwait, guests are welcomed
in gatherings and diwaniyas with (chai). It
is often served alongside traditional
deserts and delicious dates,” she
explained.

The event also aimed to promote the
role women play in advancing cultural
heritage, she said, explaining why the
embassy decided to collaborate with IWG

to organize the event. “IWG is a vibrant,
diverse, vocal and active community of
women that help bridge our differences
within Kuwaiti society in a sisterly way,”
Sonmez said.

The ambassador thanked HH the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
their contribution to “improving and
strengthening the position of women in
every field of Kuwaiti society”. The event
included a screening of a short film about
Turkey and a presentation given by
Turkey’s leading state-owned tea compa-
ny, Caykur. 

Priscilla Presley speaks at the public memorial for Lisa Marie Presley at Graceland on
January 22, 2023 in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Axl Rose performs at the public memorial for Lisa Marie Presley.

Graceland memorial 
service for Lisa
Marie Presley,
daughter of Elvis

Singer-songwriter Lisa Marie Presley,
the only child of rock and roll icon
Elvis Presley, has been laid to rest at

the family’s legendary Tennessee home
Graceland, where hundreds of fans and
loved ones gathered Sunday for a public
memorial service. Crowds lined up at
dawn in Memphis to pay tribute to the
singer who died on January 12 at age 54,
after she was rushed to hospital for car-
diac arrest.

Priscilla Presley - Lisa Marie’s mother
and Elvis’s wife for six years until their
divorce in 1973 - joined forces with per-
formers including Alanis Morisette, Guns
N’ Roses frontman Axl Rose and

Smashing Pumpkins singer Billy Corgan,
to pay tribute. “Grief is the price we pay for
love,” the Duchess of York, Sarah
Ferguson, told the mourners, quoting her
former mother-in-law-the late Queen of
England Elizabeth II, who famously used
those words to address the families of vic-

tims of the September 11, 2001 attacks on
the United States.

Presley, who led a tumultuous life in the
sprawling shadow of her world-famous
father, and who attended a high-profile
awards ceremony just this month, had
been rushed to a California hospital’s

intensive care unit for cardiac arrest and
died shortly after. She was Elvis’s only
child. She previously controlled Elvis
Presley Enterprises, but sold the bulk of
shares in the company to a private equity
firm in 2005.

She retained control of Graceland, the
estate her father owned and where he
was found unconscious in August 1977.
Elvis was taken to a hospital but pro-
nounced dead from a heart attack.
Toxicology reports found high levels of
prescription drugs in his system.

Lisa Marie released three albums this
century, and is the mother of actor Riley
Keough, who appeared in “Mad Max: Fury
Road.” In addition to Danny Keough,
whom she divorced in 1994, she has also
been married to actor Nicolas Cage, pop
superstar Michael Jackson and actor-com-
poser Michael Lockwood. She was left
devastated following the death by suicide
of her son Benjamin less than three years
ago. Reports said she was buried next to
him at Graceland. —  AFP

Chinese gamers bid 
sad farewell to 
‘World of Warcraft’

Chinese players of roleplaying epic
“World of Warcraft” bade a sad farewell
to the land of Azeroth on Monday, with

the game set to go offline after a dispute
between US developer Blizzard and local
partner NetEase. Massively popular world-
wide, particularly in the 2000s, “World of
Warcraft” — often abbreviated as WoW — is
an online multiplayer role playing game set in
a fantasy-Medieval world where good battles
evil. It is known for its immersive and addict-
ing gameplay, and players can rack up hun-
dreds of hours of game time. Blizzard’s
games have been available in China since
2008, through collaboration with internet giant
NetEase — under local law, foreign develop-
ers are required to partner with Chinese firms
to enter the market.

But after 14 years and millions of players
in China, the two firms announced in
November that talks over renewing their
operating contract had failed to lead to an
agreement. As a result, WoW’s Chinese
servers will go offline Tuesday at midnight
local time (1600 GMT). Other popular titles
by the Californian gaming giant — one of the
world’s biggest — will suffer the same fate,
including “Overwatch”, “Diablo III” and
“Hearthstone”. “It’s the end,” wrote one
Weibo user, accompanied by crying emojis.

“It was not just a game. It was also the
memories of a whole generation” of young
Chinese, another wrote. “The two compa-
nies have taken players hostage,” Wu, a 30-
year-old doctoral student and a longtime fan,
told AFP.

Last week, Blizzard China said it had
requested an exceptional six-month contract
extension — which NetEase refused. “One
day, when what has happened behind the
scene could be told, developers and gamers
will have a whole new level understanding of
how much damage a jerk can make,”
NetEase’s President Simon Zhu wrote on
LinkedIn late last year.—AFP

A view of the grave of Lisa Marie Presley during her memorial. — AFP photos


