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Lakers rally to stun Trail Blazers as 
Nets down Warriors in comeback

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James scored 20 of his 37 
points in the second half as the Los Angeles Lakers 
rallied from a 25-point halftime deficit to stun the 
Port land Trai l  Blazers 121-112 on Sunday. The 
Lakers, who scored just 13 points to Portland’s 45 in 
the second quarter, roared back to become the first 
team to win a game in which it lost a quarter by 30 
or more points since the Boston Celtics against the 
Buffalo Braves in 1972. 

The remarkable reversal was just one dramatic 
comeback on a night that saw the Brooklyn Nets - 
led by 38 points from an inspired Kyrie Irving - 
beat the NBA champion Golden State Warriors 120-
116 in San Francisco. However, the two top teams in 
the Western Conference - the Denver Nuggets and 
Memphis Grizzlies - couldn’t climb all the way back 
from early deficits, Denver falling 101-99 to the 
Oklahoma City Thunder and Memphis losing 112-
110 to the Phoenix Suns. 

In Portland, a Lakers team struggling for consis-
tency in the absence of injured Anthony Davis 
started promisingly, making their first six shots on 
the way to an early 14-point lead. But the second 
quarter saw them “falling apart on both sides of the 
ball,” coach Darvin Ham said, and they were on the 
ropes after the period in which their six made shots 
were one fewer than their seven turnovers. 

But James scored 16 points in the third quarter 
and Dennis Schroder added 14 as the Lakers cut the 
deficit to five heading into the final frame. “Thank 
god for the standing eight count,” James said. “We 
were able to stay in the bout.” Schroder finished 
with 21 points in total and Thomas Bryant added 31 
points  and 14 rebounds for  the Lakers , who 
regained the lead on Bryant’s three-pointer midway 

through the fourth and took the lead for good on 
Bryant’s floater - off a feed from James - with 5:08 
to play. 

“We just challenged the team,” Ham said of the 
locker room conversation at halftime. “There’s 24 
minutes left. Twenty-five points is a huge deficit but 
in the NBA ... playing the right way you can cut into 
it pretty quickly and give yourself a chance.”  

In San Francisco, Irving drove the Nets’ come-
back, but with the Warriors defense locked on him it 
was Royce O’Neale who hit a go-ahead three-
pointer with 28.5 seconds remaining. Irving drained 
a pair of free throws to seal the win. “Total team 
effort,” Irving said after the Nets out-scored the 
Warriors 27-10 over the last seven minutes. 

 
Nuggets streak ends 

In Denver, Oklahoma City’s Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander scored 34 points as the Thunder ended 
the Nuggets’ nine-game winning streak. With two-
time reigning MVP Nikola Jokic still sidelined by a 
hamstring injury, the Nuggets trailed much of the 
night. They tied it at 99-99 with 30.2 seconds 
remaining, but Gilgeous-Alexander banked in a go-
ahead basket with 9.2 seconds left and Denver’s 
Jamal Murray, facing stifling defense from Lu Dort, 
missed as the clock ticked down. 

Murray finished with 26 points to lead seven 
Nuggets players in double figures, but Denver lost 
for just the fourth time at home this season. In 
Phoenix, the Suns dominated much of the game, 
leading by as many as 29 points in the third quarter 
only for Memphis to cut the lead to two with less 
than 30 seconds left . The Suns held on, Mikal 
Bridges scoring 24 points and Chris Paul adding 22 

with 11 assists in his return from a hip injury. 
Ja Morant scored 27 points with eight assists and 

Desmond Bane added 24 points for the Grizzlies, 
who have lost two in a row on the heels of an 11-

game winning streak. The Los Angeles Clippers - 
led by Kawhi  Leonard’s  30 points  and nine 
rebounds - used a late surge to topple Luka Doncic 
and the Mavericks in Dallas 112-98. —AFP 

PORTLAND: Shaedon Sharpe of the Portland Trail Blazers defends against Kendrick Nunn of the Los Angeles Lakers at 
Moda Center on Jan 22, 2023. —AFP

S Africans turn 
Champions Cup 
‘upside down’ 

 
PARIS: Toulouse head coach Ugo Mola said 
on Sunday that South African sides “have 
turned things upside down” in the Champions 
Cup after his French club secured a last 16 
home tie against the Bulls with a 20-16 win 
over Munster. Sharks, Stormers and Pretoria-
based Bulls have reached the knockout stage 
in their first participation in the competition 
previously contested only by European teams. 

Record five-time winners Toulouse needed 
just a bonus point in the re-run of the 2008 final 
to make sure of home ground advantage with 
the next round being played at the start of April, 
when they will play the Bulls. “South Africans 
teams have turned things upside down,” Mola 
told reporters. “You may as well play them as 
they’re here. I can’t wait,” he added. 

Munster could have claimed a home tie for 
themselves with a bonus-point victory 
against the Top 14 leaders. Nine of the 11 
Toulouse’s players named in France’s squad 
for the Six Nations were part of Sunday’s 
matchday 23. Fly-half Joey Carbery started 
for the away side days after being omitted 
from Ireland’s Six Nations set-up, while Jack 
Crowley, picked for the national squad, was 
at inside centre. 

The home side led 11-8 at half-time as 
flanker John Hodnett responded for the visi-
tors after Argentina’s Juan Cruz Mallia dived 
over early on for Toulouse. Ireland lock Tadhg 
Beirne silenced the sold-out home crowd eight 
minutes after the break as he found a way 
through the defence although Carbery missed 
a second conversion. Munster led 13-11 with 
half an hour left but still needed to collect a 
bonus point to claim a home last-16 tie. 

 
Saracens at home 

Toulouse camped inside Munster’s 22m 
and Melvyn Jaminet added a fifth three-
pointer with six minutes left to clinch the 
home spot. Later, in the Scottish capital, 
Edinburgh held on to beat Saracens, who 
won the last of their three titles in 2019. 
Despite the 20-14 loss, the English side still 
claimed a knockout game on their own turf. 

Earlier, Montpellier’s South Africa scrum-
half Cobus Reinach knocked London Irish out 
of the Champions Cup as well as Challenge 
Cup contention with a try that secured a 21-
21 draw. The French club had already quali-
fied for the top-tier’s next stage. By the end 
of Saturday’s action the teams in the last 16 
were all known, including Leinster who ham-
mered Racing 92 36-10 at Lansdowne Road, 
the venue of May 20’s final to claim top seed-
ing in Pool A.  —AFP

Bengals beat Bills, 
49ers end Cowboys’ 
hopes in playoffs 

 
MIAMI: The Cincinnati Bengals shrugged off driving 
snow to defeat the Buffalo Bills 27-10 and return to the 
AFC Championship game while the San Francisco 49ers 
beat the Dallas Cowboys 19-12 on Sunday to head to 
the NFC title contest. The Bengals win sets up a repeat 
of last year’s AFC Championship clash with the Kansas 
City Chiefs while the 49ers will face the Philadelphia 
Eagles for a place in the NFL’s Super Bowl. 

While the Bengals will again be slight underdogs 
against Patrick Mahomes and company, they showed all 
their qualities of tough, no-nonsense football, with their 
offensive line giving outstanding protection to quarter-
back Joe Burrow. Burrow completed 23 of 36 passes, 
throwing for 242 yards and two touchdowns while run-
ning-back Joe Mixon put up 105 yards and a touch-
down on 20 carries. “It was a complete game from 
everybody, offense, defense, special teams, domination 
from start to finish, that is what we expected,” Burrow 
told CBS television. 

The Bengals set the tone from the opening series 
with Burrow leading his team on a six-play, 79-yard 
drive completed with a 28-yard touchdown pass to 
Ja’marr Chase. Cincinnati soon had a 14-0 first quarter 
lead with Burrow finding an open Hayden Hurst with a 
15-yard TD pass. Injured Bills safety Damar Hamlin, who 
suffered a cardiac arrest in the abandoned regular sea-
son game against the Bengals earlier this month, was 
watching the game from a suite and received a standing 
ovation when he was introduced to the crowd. 

But despite the home field advantage, the Bills strug-
gled to get their offense moving until quarterback Josh 
Allen got them on the scoreboard with a one-yard rush 
at the end of a 15-play drive in the second quarter. The 
Bengals thought they had a third touchdown just before 
half-time with a superb Burrow pass to Chase at the 
back of the end-zone but the catch was ruled incom-
plete after review and Cincinnati had to settle for a field 
goal which sent them in 17-7 up at half-time. 

A Bills field goal brought them within a score of lev-
elling the game but the Bengals were playing with a 
smart, disciplined approach and they extended their 
lead when the tireless Mixon finished off a 12 play drive 
with a one-yard rush. 

 
Cowboys wait continues 

The Cowboys’ 27 year wait for a return to the 
Super Bowl continues after they once gain failed to 
get past the divisional round. Dallas have lost on each 
of the last seven occasions they have reached the divi-
sional round and in a gruelling game, dominated by 
the defenses, they were hampered by losing their lead 
running-back Tony Pollard with an ankle injury in the 
second quarter. 

After San Francisco opened the scoring with a field 
goal, Dallas responded with a second quarter four-yard 
touchdown pass from Dak Prescott to Dalton Schultz. 
But troubled kicker Brett Maher missed the extra-point 

conversion - the sixth miss in his last seven kicks - and 
two interceptions from Prescott before the half didn’t 
help. Robbie Gould had no such problems, converting 
from 47-yards and 50-yards before half-time to give 
the 49ers a 9-6 lead at the break. 

Maher’s relief was evident after he was successful 
with his field goal attempt from 25 yards in the third 
quarter. But San Francisco, led by rookie quarterback 
Brock Purdy, then produced the best drive of the game 
with George Kittle juggling the ball to complete a cru-
cial 29 yard catch before the series ended with Christian 
McCaffrey’s two-yard burst into the end-zone. 

Down seven points, Dallas came up against an 
impressive San Francisco defense, living up to their 
ranking as the league’s number one. Maher struck a 43-
yard effort between the sticks but with Gould respond-
ing and the 49ers not offering Cowboys any gifts, Dallas 
were left with 45 seconds to try and conjure up a mira-
cle that didn’t materialize. —AFP 

Rahm holds off 
Thompson to win 
American Express 

 
LOS ANGELES: Fourth-ranked Jon Rahm endured a frus-
trating day on the greens, but his four-under-par 68 was 
enough to hold off rookie Davis Thompson and claim a sec-
ond US PGA Tour title in as many weeks at the American 
Express tournament. Spain’s Rahm, who opened the year 
with a victory in the Tournament of Champions in Hawaii, had 
five birdies on the Stadium Course in La Quinta, California, 
finishing with a 27-under-par total of 261. 

Thompson, who started the day tied with Rahm for the 
lead, carded a three-under 69 for 262. “Ball-striking was 
great, I hit a lot of great putts - it’s just golf,” Rahm said of a 
multitude of putts that didn’t drop. “I was burning edges all 
day.” Rahm led much of the day after back-to-back birdies at 
the first and second-both from about two feet. He rolled in a 
seven-foot birdie at the ninth and picked up another stroke 
at 11 — but it was far from smooth sailing from there. 

A bogey at 13, where he missed the green and his five-
foot putt to save par lipped out, Rahm was tied with 
Thompson for the lead. He got his nose in front again with a 
birdie at the par-five 16th, where his second shot from the 
fairway avoided a steep drop off to a greenside bunker and 
his eight-foot birdie putt agonizingly circled the cup before 
falling in. Thompson, meanwhile, was in a tough lie in a fair-
way bunker on the way to a par at 16. 

“The turning point was 16,” Rahm said. “He missed that 
tee shot and I put it in the fairway. That’s pretty much a 
half-stroke penalty right there. “I knew if I did what I could 
do I was mostly likely going to have a one-shot lead going 
to the last two holes.” Thompson, a former amateur stand-
out at the University of Georgia and a winner on the Korn 
Ferry developmental tour, had followed his first birdie of the 
day at the fourth with a bogey at the fifth, where he was in 
the water. He closed the gap to one stroke with birdies at 
the sixth, ninth and 11th. 

He came agonizingly close to pulling level again at the 
17th, where his 48-foot birdie putt brushed the pin and didn’t 
drop. “I usually always leave the stick in from a long dis-

tance,” Thompson said. “I feel like it helps me with my speed. 
I’ll probably play the ‘what if’ game in my head for a long 
time, unfortunately.” Rahm then saw his 20-foot birdie 
attempt at 17 settle on the edge. and he was in a fairway 
bunker off the tee at 18 while Thompson found the fairway. 

But Thompson’s second shot went through the green, 
leaving him a tough chip from a swale below the putting sur-
face while Rahm found the green for a routine par to win. 
“Luckily, it was enough,” Rahm said. Despite the disappoint-
ment, Thompson called it a “great week” in the California 
desert, where his five eagles in the first two rounds matched 
the PGA Tour record for a 72-hole tournament. “A lot of 
nerves and I hit a lot of quality golf shots under pressure, 
which was really cool,” he said. 

Xander Schauffele and Chris Kirk shared third on 263. 
Schauffele’s 62 included an albatross at the par-five fifth - 
where he holed his second shot from 225 yards out in the 
fairway. Kirk closed with a 64. Second-ranked Masters 
champion Scottie Scheffler, who needed a solo ninth-
placed finish or better to supplant Rory McIlroy atop the 
rankings, carded a 65 for a 22-under total of 266 that left 
him tied for 11th.  —AFP

LA QUINTA, California: Jon Rahm of Spain celebrates with the trophy 
after winning the final round of The American Express at PGA West 
Pete Dye Stadium Course on Jan 22, 2023.  —AFP

TOULOUSE: Toulouse’s French full-back Melvyn Jaminet 
is tackled by Munster’s Irish fly-half Jack Crowley at 
Ernest-Wallon stadium on Jan 22, 2023.  —AFP

ORCHARD PARK, New York: Josh Allen of the Buffalo Bills slides against the Cincinnati Bengals at Highmark Stadium on 
Jan 22, 2023.  —AFP

India crash 
out of hockey 
World Cup 

 
BHUBANESWAR: India suf-
fered an early exit from the hock-
ey World Cup after the hosts lost 
5-4 to New Zealand on penalties 
in a dramatic crossover match on 
Sunday. Fancied India, led by 
defender Harmanpreet Singh, 
needed a win to make the quar-
ter-finals of field hockey’s biggest 
tournament and had the home 
fans on edge after the match end-
ed 3-3 in Bhubaneswar. 

New Zealand came back from 
3-1 down to level the contest and 
then held their nerve as the 
penalty shootout went to sudden 
death. Sean Findlay starred for 
New Zealand, ranked 12th in the 
world, scoring the goal that 
forced penalties and then twice 
converting in the shootout as the 
underdogs celebrated at the 
Kalinga Stadium. 

Sixth-ranked India once domi-
nated men’s field hockey, winning 
eight Olympic gold medals 
between 1928 and 1980. The for-
mer national game of the cricket-
mad nation witnessed a revival 
after India won bronze at the 
Tokyo Olympics and followed it 
up with a Commonwealth Games 
silver in Birmingham last year. 
Australia, holders Belgium, the 
Netherlands, England and Spain 
have also secured their place in 
the quarterfinals.  —AFP


