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Jazeera Airways,  
Georgia Tourism 
hold roadshow 

 
KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways partnered 
with the Georgian National Tourism 
Administration and Convention 
Bureau of Georgia to organize a road-
show promoting travel and tourism to 
Georgia. The event was attended by 
Konstantin Zhgenti, Ambassador of 
Georgia to Kuwait, local travel agents 
and Jazeera Airways business partners 
from Kuwait. 

Speaking at the event, Ambassador 
Zhgenti said: “We welcome further 
development of all kinds of friendly 
relations between Kuwait and 
Georgia. Mostly important are people 
to people relations and economic and 
business cooperation. Direct flights 
between Kuwait and Georgia helped 
to develop our relations in this. 
Jazeera is the leader in this sphere. 
Tourism is also very important field in 
our cooperation and this event shows 
how aviation and tourism can cooper-
ate successfully in this. I am pleased 
that Georgia is very popular touristic 
destination in Kuwait and hope that 
more and more Kuwaitis with support 
of Georgian tourist authorities visit 
Georgia in future.” 

A visa free destination for Kuwaiti 
citizens, Georgia offers a rich culture, 
dense history and diverse landscapes 
making it ideal for both history and 
culture lovers. It also offers adventure 
sports for thrill seekers and green val-
leys for those that enjoy relaxing sce-
nic views making it the perfect place 

for individuals and families, both in 
summer as well as winter.  

Jazeera Airways operates direct 
flights from Kuwait to Tiblisi, Georgia. 
While Tiblisi boasts great culture and 
food, there are also several other cities 
in Georgia that are a must visit such as 
Kakheti, Kudaisi and Gadauri. 

The flight duration is just under 
two and half hours, making it a con-
venient destination to plan a quick 
getaway from Kuwait. Bharathan 
Ravindran, VP - Sales for Jazeera 
Airways added: “In 2018, Jazeera 
Airways launched direct flights to the 
Georgian capital Tiblisi, addressing a 
growing demand for direct connectiv-
ity to this top leisure destination. It 
has been great to see the success of 
this route with travellers from Kuwait. 
We continuously aim to strengthen 
our network of trade partners and 
agents while promoting our different 
destinations and it is a pleasure to 
host this roadshow in cooperation 
with the Georgian National Tourism 
Administration and Convention 
Bureau of Georgia.”  

Jazeera Airways, Kuwait’s leading 
low cost carrier, serves 55+ destina-
tions across the Middle East, Central 
& South Asia, North Africa and 
Europe.  

Konstantin Zhgenti

By Sajeev K Peter 
 
KUWAIT: The Indian Embassy in Kuwait on 
Thursday celebrated India’s 74th Republic Day, one 
of the most significant days on India’s national cal-
endar. Braving the cold morning weather, hundreds 
of Indian nationals gathered at the Indian Embassy 
premises to mark the event as they could join the 
celebration for the first time in four years without 
the fear of the COVID pandemic and restrictions.  

The celebrations commenced at 9 am with 
Indian Ambassador-designate Dr Adarsh Swaika 
paying floral tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, which was 

followed by unfurling of the national flag and 
singing of the Indian national anthem. On the occa-
sion, Dr Swaika read out Indian President 
Droupadi Murmu’s address to the nation on the 
occasion of Republic Day. 

In his address on the occasion, the ambassador 
extended greetings to all Indians in Kuwait. He reit-
erated the well-acknowledged hard-work and con-
tribution of the Indian community and commended 
various Indian association for their efforts in organ-
izing cultural and sports events in the country. 

Talking about the deep-rooted bilateral rela-
tions between Kuwait and India, the ambassador-

designate said: “The bilateral relations between 
India and Kuwait continue to be very good 
because the leadership of both countries attaches 
high importance to the relationship.” These strong 
relations are reflected in the continuing people-to-
people contacts and high-level bilateral engage-
ments at various levels between the friendly coun-
tries, he added. 

Addressing the community members, Dr Swaika 
assured the embassy’s help to the Indian nationals 
in Kuwait. “The embassy is always ready to offer 
every possible assistance to the Indian nationals 
here. We have 24/7 dedicated WhatsApp numbers 

for the assistance of the community and you can 
reach us anytime. We also have the mechanism of 
weekly open house where I will be personally pres-
ent and we can find solutions to your unresolved 
issues,” the ambassador-designate added.  

The cultural programs presented by Indian stu-
dents and various socio-cultural groups focusing 
on patriotism and unity in diversity added a dash of 
color to the Republic Day celebrations. 
Performances of the South Indian classical dance 
Bharatanatyam, Gujarat’s Garba folk dance and the 
Punjabi Bhangra folk dance enthralled the large 
crowd present on the occasion. 

Indian Embassy celebrates Republic Day
Ambassador-designate hails strong Kuwait-India bilateral ties

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Dr Adarsh Swaika addresses the gathering during 
the Republic Day celebration at Indian Embassy, Kuwait on Thursday. Bhangra dance performance Bharatanatyam performance

Contractors union: 
New law may directly  
affect economy 

 
KUWAIT: The contractors union said that the 
bill suggesting the establishment of companies 
responsible for the creation and economic 
development of cities or residential areas may 
be disadvantageous for local and international 
contracting and construction companies. 

The bill was introduced by the National 
Assembly in an attempt to address housing 
issues in the country. The union said the bill 
could restrict contractors’ activities because 
it gives The Public Authority for Housing 
Welfare the right to veto any decision made 
by the contractor running a construction 
project. The bill also doesn’t specify a mecha-
nism for forming the administrative council, 
the number of its members or the mechanism 
for investor representation which could take 
away from the announced goal of the bill, 
which is to give the private sector a more 
active role in development. 

“We believe that we are facing a pivotal 

stage to solve the housing crisis, which must 
be matched by sustainable solutions to the 
issue, and serious work to meet the multiplying 
housing demands, which will undoubtedly 
increase in the coming years, provided that 
these solutions are integrated solutions and 
stem from comprehensive and radical 
reforms,” the union said in a press statement. 

The union indicated that the main problem 
in Kuwait does not lie in the lack of laws, but 
rather in their shortcomings and the way they 
are implemented.  

“We find it necessary to emphasize a set of 
matters that must be taken into account in the 
event of the approval of this law, and perhaps 
the most important of them is to address the 
issue of financing projects done in partnership 
between the public and private sectors, and 
that the lack of a clear mechanism for provid-
ing cash liquidity to the contracted private 
company. These issues will negatively affect 
the quality of the project and will discourage 
local and international companies from partici-
pating. If they are not addressed, the bill will 
fail just as previous bill have failed when com-
panies couldn’t acquire the funding needed for 
completing projects,” the statement added. 

The union emphasized the need for allow-
ing contracted companies to conduct their 

own feasibility studies, rather than leave that 
in the hands of the Public Authority for 
Housing Affairs.  

Another issue raised by the union is that 
according to the bill, the time frame and residen-
tial density for each project will be pre-allocated 
by the authority. “We believe that it is necessary 
to give the contracted company the time and 
technical flexibility in order for projects to be 
attractive to foreign investors,” the union said. 

The union indicated that one of the most 
important objectives of this law is to transfer 
administrative and financial burdens from the 
public sector to the private sector. 

“We believe that the role of the Housing 
Authority should be limited to supervision 
and oversight, and that it should not interfere 
in the core work of the company. Moreover, 
the company should be free to provide pro-
posals, opinions and ideas that will undoubt-
edly form an attractive factor for those who 
deserve housing care,” the statement added. 
The union affirmed its support for any project 
or law that provides housing care for citizens, 
stressing that this will not be achieved except 
by liberating the largest possible number of 
lands ready for use and enacting complemen-
tary laws through the mortgage law and the 
real estate developer.

160,000 medical  
emergency cases  
reported in 2022 

 
KUWAIT: The head of the medical emergency 
administration at the Ministry of Health Dr 
Ahmad Al-Shatti stated that 160,000 emergency 
medical cases were recorded during 2022. He 
also informed that  270 new ambulance vehicles 
would be added to their fleet. 

“The Emergency Medical Department dealt 
with 160,000 cases during 2022 of which 
125,000 were transferred to hospitals, including 
87,000 urgent cases and 38,000 non-emer-

gency cases, in addition to dealing with 9,000 
road accident cases during the year 2022, includ-
ing deaths and injuries as well as multiple disabil-
ities,” Al-Shatti clarified. 

“Despite many repeated warnings, deaths 
were reported due to suffocation in deserts dur-
ing camping season due to smoke inhalation 
from charcoal burning in closed places.  These 
disasters can be prevented,” he said. 

He stated that the total number of para-
medics working in the Al-Sabah Medical 
District reached 256 employees in six ambu-
lance centers in the region. About the addition 
of the new ambulance vehicles, he said: “The 
specifications and applications for these vehi-
cles have been completed and the administra-
tive procedures have been initiated.” 

“These numbers represent about 30 to 50 

percent increase in the current ambulance fleet. 
We are in the stage of preparing air ambulance 
and air evacuation contracts, as the extension of 
the air ambulance contract is subject to evaluation 
towards development. The MoH is also looking 
forward to the entry of qualified paramedics into 
the labor market to keep pace with the increasing 
demand and expansion of new ambulance cen-
ters,” he added. 

Al-Shatti concluded by congratulating the 
heroes of medical emergencies, explaining that 
this honor is a motivation, encouragement, and a 
call for achievements. This will also send evalua-
tion and planning reports, noting that a number 
of emergency medical technicians dealt with 
more than 300 cases during the past year, which 
is considered a qualitative distinction when it 
comes to dealing with emergency cases. 

Officials with the members of the Emergency Medical Department.


