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Atruck-sized asteroid will pass near
Earth on Thursday in one of the
closest approaches to our planet

ever recorded, NASA said, emphasizing
that it poses no danger. Asteroid 2023
BU, which was recently discovered by an
amateur astronomer, will zoom by the
southern tip of South America at around
4:27 pm PST on Thursday (0027 GMT
Friday), according to NASA.

It will pass just 2,200 miles (3,600 kilo-
meters) from Earth’s surface, much closer
than many geostationary satellites orbiting
the planet. But there is no risk that the
asteroid will hit Earth, NASA said in a

statement on Wednesday.
Even if it did, the asteroid measuring

3.5-8.5 meters (11-28 feet) across would
largely disintegrate in the Earth’s atmos-
phere, potentially just resulting in a few
small meteorites. It was discovered on
Saturday from an observatory in Crimea
by amateur astronomer Gennadiy
Borisov, who previously spotted an inter-
stellar comet in 2019. Dozens of observa-
tions were then carried out by observato-
ries across the world. NASA’s Scout
impact hazard assessment system quick-
ly determined that the asteroid would miss
Earth, the US space agency said.

“Despite the very few observations, it
was nonetheless able to predict that the
asteroid would make an extraordinarily
close approach with Earth,” said NASA’s
Davide Farnocchia who helped develop
Scout. “In fact, this is one of the closest
approaches by a known near-Earth
object ever recorded.” The asteroid will
come so close that its trajectory around
the Sun will be significantly altered.
Previously it took the asteroid 359 days to
complete its orbit around the Sun, but
after this close call with Earth, it will now
take 425, NASA said.—AFP

Panic! at the 
Disco is ending 
after nearly two
decades
Panic! at the Disco, the emo-pop band

that began in 2004, is ending its run
after seven albums and nearly two

decades. Brendon Urie, the band’s front-
man and last remaining original member,
made the announcement on Instagram
Tuesday. The post said the band’s upcom-
ing European tour for the 2022 album Viva
Las Vengeance will be its last. “Growing

up in Vegas I could’ve never imagined
where this life would take me,” Urie wrote.
“But sometimes a journey must end for a
new one to begin.”

In the post, he also announced that his
wife is pregnant with their first child. “I am
going to bring this chapter of my life to an
end and put my focus and energy on my
family,” Urie wrote. By the time Urie made
this announcement, Panic! at the Disco
had been a solo project for years. The last
album with all of the band’s original mem-
bers was Too Weird to Live, Too Rare to
Die! in 2013. More than a dozen of Panic!
at the Disco’s songs have made the
Billboard Hot 100 songs, with two - “High
Hopes” at No. 4 in 2019 and “I Write Sins
Not Tragedies” at No. 7 in 2006 - making it
into the top 10. — www.wsiu.org

French pop queen
Aya Nakamura
in court for 
domestic violence
French-Malian megastar Aya

Nakamura appeared in court
Thursday over allegations of mutual

domestic violence with her ex Vladimir
Boudnikoff, just a day before her new
album is released. “As everyone knows,
today we have a rather unusual defen-
dant,” the presiding judge said as pro-
ceedings began in the criminal court in
Rosny-sous-Bois, just outside Paris. The
27-year-old singer and Boudnikoff, with
whom she has a young daughter, sat side
by side in the packed courtroom.

Police were called to Boudnikoff’s
Rosny-sous-Bois home twice on the night
of August 6-7 last year, ultimately detain-
ing the pair. Nakamura-born Aya Danioko
in Mali-said she had been attacked by her
ex, a source familiar with the case told
AFP. “It didn’t really come to blows,” the
source added, saying both suffered
“scratches” while Boudnikoff had “held
her down on the ground”.

“We did some stupid things that night”
but “nothing serious” happened,
Boudnikoff wrote on Instagram following
the altercation. The court hearing against
both for domestic violence was delayed
from the original November date.

Nakamura is one of the biggest-selling
francophone artists in the world, with
2018 sensation “Djadja” racking up over
900 million views on YouTube. She has
been hailed for rapping and singing about

women’s empowerment and black identi-
ty, mixing French, slang, Arabic and her
family’s native Bambara language. “Her
music manages to reach the whole coun-
try, from the housing projects to detached
homes, from middle-class school gates to
village halls,” daily Le Monde wrote in a
recent profile. Her latest album, named
DNK for the consonants of her family
name, will be released on Friday.—AFP

In this file photo French-Malian singer Aya Nakamura (right) and her partner Vladimir
Boudnikoff arrive for the screening of the film ‘Armageddon Time’ during the 75th edition of
the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP 

Out of Nile, into
tile: Young
Egyptians battle
plastic plague
Entrepreneurial young Egyptians are

helping combat their country’s huge
plastic waste problem by recycling

junk-food wrappers, water bottles and
similar garbage that usually ends up in
landfills or the Nile. At a factory on the
outskirts of Cairo, run by their startup
TileGreen, noisy machines gobble up
huge amounts of plastic scraps of all col-
ors, shred them and turn them into a
thick liquid.

The sludge-made from all kinds of
plastic, even single-use shopping bags-is
then molded into dark, compact bricks
that are used as outdoor pavers for walk-
ways and garages. “They’re twice as
strong as concrete,” boasts co-founder
Khaled Raafat, 24, slamming one onto
the floor for emphasis.

Each tile takes about “125 plastic
bags out of the environment”, says his
business partner Amr Shalan, 26, raising
his voice above the din of the machines.

Raafat said the company uses even low-
grade plastics and products “made of
many different layers of plastic and alu-
minum that are nearly impossible to sep-
arate and recycle sustainably”.

Egypt, the Arab world’s most populous
country, is also the biggest plastic pol-
luter in the Middle East and Africa,
according to a multinational study report-
ed by Science magazine. The country
generates more than three million tons of
plastic waste per year, much of which
piles up in streets and illegal landfills or
finds its way into the Nile and the

Mediterranean Sea. Microplastics in the
water concentrate in marine life, threat-
ening the health of people who consume
seafood and fish caught in Africa’s
mighty waterway-mirroring what has
become a worldwide environmental
scourge.

‘Their children’s future’ 
TileGreen, launched in 2021, aims to

“recycle three billion to five billion plastic
bags by 2025”, said Shalan. The start-up

last year started selling its outdoor tiles,
of which it has produced some 40,000 so
far, and plans to expand into other prod-
ucts usually made from cement. Egypt, a
country of 104 million, has pledged to
more than halve its annual consumption
of single-use plastics by 2030 and to
build multiple new waste management
plants.

For now, however, more than two
thirds of Egypt’s waste is “inadequately
managed”, according to the World Bank-
driving an ecological hazard environmen-
tal groups have been trying to tackle. On

the shores of the Nile island of Qursaya,
some fishermen now collect and sort
plastic trash they net from the river as
part of an initiative by the group VeryNile.
As the Nile has become more polluted,
the fishermen “could see their catches
decreasing”, said project manager Hany
Fawzy, 47. “They knew this was their
future and their children’s future disap-
pearing.”

Over three-quarters of Cairo fish
were found to contain microplastics in a

2020 study by a group of Danish and
UK-based scientists published in the
journal Toxics. Off the port city of
Alexandria, further north, microplastics
were detected in 92 percent of fish
caught, said a study last year by
researchers at Egypt’s National Institute
of Oceanography and Fisheries.
VeryNile, started five years ago with a
series of volunteer clean-up events,
buys “between 10 and 12 tons of plastic
a month” from 65 fishermen, paying
them 14 Egyptian pounds (about 50 US
cents) per kilogram, Fawzy said.

‘Good step forward’ 
VeryNile then compresses high-value

plastic like water bottles and sends it to a
recycling plant to be made into pellets.
Low-quality plastics such as food wrap-
pers are incinerated to power a cement
factory which, Fawzy said, keeps “the
environment clean with air filters and a
sensitive monitoring system.”

“We can’t clean up the environment in
one spot just to pollute elsewhere,” he
said. The Egyptian programs are part of

a battle against a global scourge. Less
than 10 percent of the world’s plastic is
recycled, according to the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and
Development. The OECD said last year
that annual production of fossil-fuel-
based plastics is set to top 1.2 billion tons
by 2060, with waste exceeding one bil-
lion tons.

In Egypt, activists have hailed what
they see as a youth-led push for sustain-
ability that has created demand for envi-
ronmentally-minded solutions and prod-
ucts. But while the change is welcome,

they say it remains insufficient.
“What these initiatives have done is

find a way to create a value chain, and
there’s clearly demand,” said Mohamed
Kamal, co-director of environmental
group Greenish. “Anything that captures
value from waste in Egypt is a good step
forward. But it’s not solving the problem.
It can only scratch the surface.” — AFP

A worker carries a bucket of plastic waste at a workshop of the startup company
“TileGreen”, where it is recycled into eco-friendly interlocking tiles used in outdoor walk-
ways, in the Ashir min Ramadan (10th of Ramadan) industrial city. — AFP photos

A worker shreds plastic waste to be recycled into eco-friendly interlocking tiles used in
outdoor walkways at a workshop of the startup company “TileGreen”.

A worker dumps plastic waste out of a mixer before it is to be recycled into eco-friendly
interlocking tiles.

Workers dump plastic waste into a mixer before it is to be recycled into eco-friendly inter-
locking tiles.

Workers sort through shredded plastic
waste at a workshop of the startup com-
pany “TileGreen”, where it is recycled
into eco-friendly interlocking tiles used in
outdoor walkways.

Plastic waste is heated to be melted at a
workshop of the startup company
“TileGreen”, where it is recycled into eco-
friendly interlocking tiles.


