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Acommission that seeks to act as
a guardian of the French lan-
guage has published a string of

recommendations for translations of
shopping and style terms, to replace
widely-used English ones. Perhaps
inspired by this month’s Paris Fashion
Week, the non-binding recommenda-
tions from the Commission for
Enrichment of the French Language
were published in Wednesday’s Official

Journal. Instead of an “it-bag”-defined
as “a handbag in the latest fashion or
that stands for a brand”-ministries and
businesses are encouraged to write
“sac iconique”.

An “it-boy” or “it-girl” can now safely
be described as an “icone de la mode”
and a “must-have” transforms into an
“incontournable”, while “try before you
buy” becomes “essayer-acheter”. There
are also more baffling business terms

that may be unfamiliar to many native
English speakers, like “digital native
vertical brand” (“marque integree nee
en ligne”).

Set up in 2015, the Commission for
Enrichment of the French Language aims
to “provide French vocabulary appropriate
to the need for communication that is
clear and accessible to the greatest num-
ber of people”, it said in the introduction to
its 2021 annual report. Led by a member

of the Academie Francaise-founded in
1635 under King Louis XIII to guard “pure”
French-the Commission says it “recalls to
a broad audience the importance of hav-
ing and using French vocabulary so as to
keep our language functional”.

Given the dominance of English in
global business and technology, its terms
are the most frequently targeted for trans-
lation into the language of Moliere. “These
days there’s no invention, innovation or

discovery that doesn’t have its correspon-
ding term, increasingly often in English,”
the Commission said in its report. “The
flow of new concepts that must be defined
and named in French is therefore continu-
ous.” The report cited fields including
hydrogen power, the Covid-19 pandemic
and malicious digital activities as recent
areas to which its 20-odd expert groups
have turned their attention. — AFP

Elie Saab whisked his guests away to
Thailand for a Paris fashion Week
couture show Wednesday that

gleamed with gold and intricate silk
embroidery. Sheer diaphanous cloth float-
ed around the runway in Le Marais’
Carreau du Temple amid wafting per-
fume, as “Emily in Paris” star Paul
Forman and socialite Olivia Palermo
posed for the cameras.

Haute couture is an artisanal tradition
invented by English designer Charles
Frederick Worth in the 1870s. It involves
intricate, time-consuming sewing, use of
unusual fabrics and luxurious embellish-
ments such as rare feathers and semi-
precious stone beading - and is exorbi-
tantly priced. 
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Lebanese designer Elie Saab acknowledges
the audience after the presentation of his
Haute-Couture Spring-Summer 2023-2024
collection during Paris Fashion Week in Paris.

Models present creations from Elie Saab Haute-Couture Spring-Summer 2023-2024 collection during Paris Fashion Week in Paris. — AFP photos


