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Outrage grows over Filipina’s killing
Calls to ban deployment of Filipinos • Kuwaiti envoy expresses condolences

KUWAIT: In the wake of the recent rape and mur-
der of a Filipina maid in Kuwait, parliamentarians in 
the Philippines are calling for stopping the deploy-
ment of Filipino migrant workers to Kuwait, similar 
to decisions taken by former President Rodrigo 
Duterte in 2018 and 2020. The charred remains of 
Jullebee Ranara, 35, were discovered in the Salmi 
desert last Sunday. It was reported she was preg-
nant and had been subjected to blunt-force trauma. 
The 17-year-old son of her employer has been 
arrested by police on murder charges.  

The remains of Ranara were flown home Friday 
night from Kuwait. “It’s a very gruesome, senseless 
crime and so the perpetrator must be punished,” 
Secretary of the Department of Migrant Workers 
Susan Ople said. She added she would send a team 
of officials to Kuwait to find out what sparked a rise 
in cases of abuse of Filipino workers in recent years 
in Kuwait and what preventive steps could be taken. 
Sexual abuse and rape, human trafficking, labor con-
tract violations and illegal terminations were among 
the common complaints of Filipinos, she said. 

Kuwait’s Ambassador to Manila Musaed Saleh 
Al-Thwaikh expressed his condolences and assured 
Ople that Ranara’s “tragic passing” was an isolated 
case. “Kuwaiti society is shocked and saddened to 
hear about the demise of Mrs Ranara,” the ambas-
sador said in the letter, copies of which were pro-

vided to journalists. “Our justice system will not 
lose sight in ensuring justice for Mrs Ranara.” About 
268,000 Filipinos currently work in Kuwait, includ-
ing many housemaids.  

More than 420 Filipinos sought shelter in recent 
weeks in an emergency center run by the Philippine 
Embassy due to labor problems, and nearly half 
have flown back to Manila, Department of Migrant 
Workers Undersecretary Hans Cacdac said. “The 
task at hand is a directive from (Ople) to send a 
fact-finding team to Kuwait to ascertain, take stock 
of the welfare cases there, and to find ways and 
means to address these welfare cases,” Cacdac said 
in a press briefing. 

“The Department of Migrant Workers and rele-
vant government agencies should push for a review 
of existing policies regarding the protection of 
Filipinos working abroad. Due to previous killings 
of Filipinos in Kuwait, the government of the 
Philippines has imposed a ban on several occasions 
regarding sending our workers to Kuwait,” Senator 
Jinggoy Estrada, Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Labor, Employment and Human Resources, said.  

“In my opinion, there is now a need to reimpose 
such bans because there were other workers who 
were killed before this victim, and we still don’t 
even know the reasons for their killings,” he added, 
pointing out Kuwait is not a signatory to 

Convention No. 189 of the International Labor 
Organization, which recognizes the rights of 
domestic workers.  

“Inconsistencies in the Manila government’s 
decisions regarding the policy of sending workers 
have led to further abuses against Filipino migrant 
workers,” Senate Majority Leader Joel Villanueva 
said. “We are asking our government and the 
Department of Migrant Workers to consider the 
possibility of imposing a ban (on sending workers 
to Kuwait) until we can ensure the safety of these 
workers. We can no longer claim that what hap-
pened to Ranara is an isolated case,” he added.  

Philippines imposed a worker deployment ban 
to Kuwait in 2018 after the killing of Filipina 
domestic helper Joanna Daniela Demafelis, whose 
body was found in a freezer at an abandoned 
apartment. The ban was partially lifted the same 
year, after the two countries signed a protection 
agreement for workers.    

In May 2019, Filipina maid Constancia Lago 
Dayag was killed in Kuwait, and a few months later, 
another domestic worker, Jeanelyn Villavende, was 
tortured by her employer to death. The Philippines 
again imposed a worker deployment ban in Jan 
2020, which was lifted when Kuwaiti authorities 
charged Villavende’s employer with murder and 
sentenced her to hanging. — Agencies  

KUWAIT: As part of Kuwait Airways’ relentless 
endeavors to provide the best services to its val-
ued customers, the company organized an event 
to mark the launch of numerous new and diverse 
services for the year 2023, held in the presence 
of various prominent personalities and distin-
guished guests, at KAC’s headquarters on 
Thursday.  During the function, the company 
presented an array of the latest services to the 
attendees, which included new onboard menus, 
launching home check-in services, limousine 
services and diverse destinations for the 2023 
summer season, in addition to updating the 
uniforms of the flight crew and launching new 
classes with different seat designs on the 
Airbus A330neo aircraft.  

Speaking on the occasion, Kuwait Airways 
Chairman, Captain Ali Al-Dukhan stated: “Kuwait 
Airways is keen on developing its systems by 
launching new services and products for the 
comfort of our valued customers.” (See Page 9) 

Kuwait Airways 
unveils latest 
enhancements 
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By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The Indian Embassy hosted a reception
at Crowne Plaza Hotel on Thursday evening on the
occasion of India’s 74th Republic Day, in which
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mansour Ayyad
Al-Otaibi attended as chief guest. Otaibi joined
Indian Ambassador-designate Dr Adarsh Swaika to
cut the ceremonial cake on the occasion.
Undersecretary of the office of HH the Crown
Prince Mazen Al-Essa and several other dignitaries
including diplomats and Indian community mem-
bers attended the event.

Talking to the media following the celebration,
Otaibi praised the historic relations between Kuwait
and India, underlining the keenness of both parties
to develop these relations further. “Kuwait is among
the first countries that were keen on entering the
Indian market through its investments in many
fields,” he said. Referring to the number of Indian
expatriates in the country, which is close to one mil-
lion, he said: “They contribute significantly to the
development and renaissance of Kuwait through
their work in both public and private sectors.”

Welcoming the guests on the occasion, the
ambassador-designate expressed gratitude to HH
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for their patronage and
support to a strong India-Kuwait partnership. He
also thanked the deputy minister of foreign affairs

for being the chief guest for the celebration.
“This day marks a historic milestone in India’s

journey, since it was on this very day in 1950 that
the constitution of India came into effect. The Indian
constitution is a living document, which has
responded to the needs of time,” Swaika said.

Referring to Indian foreign policy initiatives, he
said: “You can see its embodiment in the Indian for-
eign policy approaches and practices. The slogan of
the ongoing Indian Presidency of G20 ‘One Earth
One Family One Future’ is inspired by this philoso-
phy. India’s recent tenure as the non-permanent
member of the UN Security Council was focused on
‘Reformed Multilateralism’ and other themes of
global relevance,” he said. 

Swaika said India is celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ since last year to celebrate and com-
memorate 75 years of independence and the glori-
ous history of India’s people, culture and achieve-
ments. “I am sure many of you would have been
part of various events organized by the Indian
Embassy during the last two years to celebrate
‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’,” he said.

Time-tested relations
Talking about Kuwait-India bilateral relations,

Swaika said “they are indeed historical and time-
tested, underpinned by constant trade, economic
and people-to-people linkages over the centuries”.
“Most importantly, the leadership of both countries
highly value the importance of this multifaceted

relationship. The bilateral relations cover coopera-
tion in a wide spectrum of areas. India is the 4th
largest export destination for Kuwait and 6th
largest with respect to its imports. Cooperation in
the energy sphere continues to be the fulcrum of
economic cooperation. Collaboration in education is
well known with 25 Indian schools running in
Kuwait with an enrollment of over 50,000 students.
The strong and vibrant Indian community in Kuwait
of approximately one million is a living bridge
between the two countries,” he pointed out.

“We strongly believe the current level of bilat-
eral relations is only a tip of the iceberg. Kuwait
with its 2035 developmental vision and India with
its rising global and economic profile have a lot

more to cooperate and collaborate. This is where
friends of India in Kuwait, including you all, and
friends of Kuwait in India apart from the govern-
ments of both countries, have an important role to
play,” Swaika added.

The ambassador-designate thanked the Indian
community for its stellar contribution in being the
bedrock of the India-Kuwait partnership. “As Prime
Minister of India Narendra Modi aptly put it in his
recent address at the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya
Convention, you are the true ‘Rashtradoots’ of India
who continue to serve not only India but your home
away from home, ie, Kuwait,” he said. He thanked all
stakeholders who are playing a role in taking the
India-Kuwait relationship to greater heights. 

KUWAIT: Mansour Ayyad Al-Otaibi (center) with Dr Adarsh Swaika and his wife (right) during the celebration.KUWAIT: Mansour Ayyad Al-Otaibi joins Dr Adarsh Swaika to cut the ceremonial cake on the occasion.

Dignitaries attending the event.

Indian Embassy hosts reception
to celebrate 74th Republic Day

Al-Otaibi praises historic Kuwait-India bilateral relations

Al-Sabah Collection:
Bright cultural 
image for Kuwait 
KUWAIT: Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya’s journey
began at the hands of the late Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his wife, Sheikha
Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, who owned an
archaeological collection that helped establish one
of the best museums in Kuwait and the world
exhibiting Islamic artifacts over the past 40 years.
The museum includes a collection of pieces from
across the Islamic world under the name “Al-
Sabah Archaeological Collection”. 

The beginning was with the acquisition of the
first antique piece owned by Sheikh Nasser Al-
Sabah in 1975: A glass vessel coated with enamel
dating back to the mid-14th century AD. After that,
his passion for collecting artifacts dating back to
early Islamic periods only grew. Sheikh Nasser
shared his hobby with lovers and collectors of
antiquities, specifically his friend Jassim Al-
Humaidhi, who had his own art collection. Al-
Sabah Archaeological Collection continued to
grow until it was transferred from Sheikh Nasser’s
home to the Kuwait National Museum in 1983 as
the museum first opened its doors at the request of
the Kuwaiti government. 

The collection was displayed at the museum to
raise the level of artistic awareness and cultural,
archaeological, and historical heritage. Since then,
Building No 3 at the museum, which contains the
Al-Sabah collection, became known as Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyya, and the collection remained
there until August 1990, the date of the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait. Sheikh Nasser was keen to restore
his collection, which was stolen to Baghdad. In
cooperation with the United Nations, he could
recover most of the pieces in 1991 but some of
them had been severely damaged due to trans-
portation and storage. 

After the recovery of most of the antiquities,
valuable pieces remained missing until one of the
most valuable pieces was found in 1996 by chance
when a picture of a dagger encrusted with pre-
cious stones was published in an illustrated book-
let of the Sotheby’s auction hall in London. To date,
59 rare artifacts are still missing. 

The Al-Sabah archaeological collection cur-
rently includes about 30,000 pieces of art, part of
which is displayed in exhibitions in the American
Cultural Center, while the rest of the holdings are
preserved in the Yarmouk Cultural Center. Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyya operates through these two
centers under the umbrella of the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters and with supervision
from Sheikha Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. The
exhibits include an archaeological collection of
various materials, such as ceramics, glass, ivory,
wood, jewels, manuscripts, artifacts, coins, carpets,

textiles, stone, plaster, and others. The Al-Sabah
collection includes various antiquities produced
from ceramics, which is considered one of the old-

est materials used in industry and dates back to
the Paleolithic era. Among the group is a pottery
bowl decorated with modified plant elements
brought from Iraq and dating back to the ninth
century AD. 

The collection also includes glassware dating
back to 4,500 years ago, most of which were pro-
duced in Iran, Syria and Egypt, including a jug of
blown glass decorated with a different color han-
dle, produced in the Levant in the pre-Islamic
period in the 6th-7th century AD. Moreover, the
Al-Sabah collection abounds with unique pieces of
jewels and precious stones, the most prominent of
which are jewelry dating back to the Mughal
regions of India and the Deccan Plateau in India in
the 16th and 18th centuries AD. The Al-Sabah col-
lection includes a large number of manuscripts of
the Holy Quran, including pages for one of the old-
est Quranic manuscripts, which were copied in the
second century in the Hijazi script. 

The collection also includes archaeological
hold ings of  coins  amount ing to  more than
12,000 coins covering a wide swath of  the
Islamic world over 6000 years. The oldest coin
from the collection dates back to the Bronze
Age. Sheikh Nasser and his wife also participat-
ed in many museums and exhibitions that toured
the world. Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya also coop-
erated with the world’s oldest museums and cul-
tural institutions during the past 40 years and is
still working with passion to build bridges of
communication between Kuwait and the world.
Dar  Al-Athar  Al-Is lamiyya spent  the past
decades serving art and culture, as it expanded
from collecting antiques to holding annual cul-
tural seasons that include a variety of activities
such as lectures and musical evenings, in addi-
tion to holding exhibitions, art workshops and
conferences. — KUNA

Wooden tomb from Turkey with inscriptions and verses from Suwe Yunus, dating back to 14-15th century.

Expert: Preventive
steps to curb 
cybercrimes
KUWAIT:  A US cybersecurity expert stressed the
need to support and develop preventive measures to
combat the steadily increasing threat of cybercrime,
which has become more complex and poses a real threat
to institutions and companies all over the world. 

During an interview with KUNA, former member of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and former
American diplomat, Christensen Guillermo, said that pre-
vention is the most efficient and least expensive method,
financially and morally,
compared to reaction
measures after the occur-
rence of a cybercrime.
Guillermo affirmed that he
is presenting a series of
lectures and workshops
directed to specialists in
the field of cybersecurity in
various ministries and pri-
vate sectors this week, in
which he talks about pre-
ventive measures in their
institutions. And also
addressing the various
possible cases and scenar-
ios that may penetrate their systems and data. 

He pointed out that the US is the country most vul-
nerable to digital crimes of all kinds, due to the largest
number of access points or computers, indicating that
the Internet infrastructure is global and that protecting
networks in different countries, especially Kuwait, and
supporting its security will also positively affect the
cybersecurity of the US directly.

He stressed that sharing knowledge and experiences
and discussing different scenarios of cybercrime will
help countries and their institutions in general avoid cat-
astrophic crises that may be posed by the penetration of
digital space and data into e-networks. Furthermore, he
pointed out that cybercrimes are witnessing a significant
increase, as a report issued in 2020 by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in the US (FBI) indicates that the
number of cyber-attacks daily exceeds 2,000 around the
world, and that the total material losses this year
amounted to $4.2 billion. He referred to a number of
documented cyberattacks around the world, through
which cybercriminals were able to paralyze the move-
ment of fuel and energy pipelines, in addition to attacks
on a number of hospitals, indicating that these attacks
caused severe damage in various fields and caused the
loss of many lives. On the best methods of personal pro-
tection from cyberattacks, the US expert advised not to
use the same password in different accounts such as e-
mail and social media, and to make it more difficult and
complex by adding non-sequential numbers, for exam-
ple, in addition to using the two-step verification tech-
nology provided by many digital services and programs
in addition to Electronic devices are generally updated
as soon as updates are issued. —KUNA

Christensen Guillermo

Bronze perfume sprayer decorated with rows of
buds from eastern Persia in the 9-10th century.
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Take a quick walk around libraries in Kuwait
- you’ll notice how narrow and constrained
are the freedoms of research, exploration

and education. I can’t stand the fact that wherever
I go, I find myself without diverse content and
materials to help me grow intellectually. Literature,
history, geography, art, novels etc. Wait! Did I
mention history? Do I dare mention politics?

Even in school curriculums where the alleged
“Constitution and Human Rights” subject is taught,
you won’t find any content related to the align-
ment of the constitution to the international con-
ventions of the United Nations that Kuwait has
signed and ratified and which it treats as law that
shall supersede conflicting domestic laws as a
national and international obligation.

The next generation is being raised and edu-
cated in a constrained bubble far away from what
is actually happening in the world and what they
need to know as individuals. How will the next
generation develop our country if they are held
back and blinded away from the world’s heritage?

Decades ago, the people of Kuwait enjoyed
freedom of research and freedom of speech as
guaranteed by the constitution, but the next gen-
eration will hear one side of the story and treat it
as unnegotiable truth. This reveals a huge conflict
between the rights that empower us under the
umbrella of the constitution and resolutions that
constrain such rights.

The purpose of the doctrine of the three wise
monkeys was probably misinterpreted. The doc-
trine helps us grow up as human beings and
understand that we can control what we want to
see and hear and what we want to say, so it rec-
ommends us to “focus on the positive things, listen
to the positive words and speak to others with
respect”. Going back to the libraries where we
should be able to navigate through the world’s
heritage, create our path and evolve, we find that
we are blocked from entering that gate and unable
to exercise such a right.

Are legislators aware of Kuwait ratifying the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
back in 1996? Why do stateless people have to
suffer till this very moment if they were granted
their rights two decades ago? Why should women
face radical, systemized discrimination instead of
simply exercising rights that were granted to them
back in 1996? Most importantly how will the
future generations of Kuwait - who will become
parliamentarians and lead development, grow the
economy and implement equality before the law -
improve Kuwait’s international position if they do
not get access to any of this? How will they be
aware of Kuwait’s needs if they didn’t know?

Curbs on knowledge 
leave our next 
generation blind

By Atyab Al-Shatti

Local@kuwaittimes.com

In my viewNEW YORK: The State of Kuwait affirmed sup-
porting all regional and international efforts aimed
at settling disputes peacefully. This came in a state-
ment delivered by First Secretary Fahad
Mohammad Hajji before the Security Council ses-
sion Friday evening under the title “Investing in
People to Enhance Resilience in the Face of
Complex Challenges” during the discussion session
“Peace-building and Peacekeeping”. 

The State of Kuwait is an absolute believer in
peace constitutionally, as one of the articles of its
constitution stipulates that peace is the state’s goal
and approach, as are preventive diplomacy and
mediation. Preventing conflicts from arising and set-
tling them by peaceful means are basic pillars of
Kuwaiti foreign policy, he added. Hajji affirmed that
there are approaches in the UN Charter that

encourage resolving disputes through peaceful
means, specifically Chapter Six, which sets out
steps to resolve any dispute between conflicting
parties. He pointed out that this comes through
negotiations, investigation, mediation, conciliation,
arbitration and judicial settlement, or by resorting to
regional agencies and organizations or other means
of their choice. 

Moreover, he called for thinking about methods
for effective action to prevent the outbreak of
conflicts before they occur, stressing the impor-
tance of giving regional and sub-regional organi-
zations a greater role in the field of conflict pre-
vention and mediation in line with Chapter VIII of
the UN Charter by deepening strategic partner-
ships with the UN in order to carry out mediation
efforts. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador Nawaf Al-Enezi submitted Thursday evening his credentials to the President
of the European Commission, Ursla von der Leyen. —KUNA

Fahad Mohammad Hajji 

Kuwait supports regional, global 
peace efforts to settle disputes

Hajji underlines peace is Kuwait’s goal and approach

Kuwait envoy
presents 
credentials
BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador Nawaf Al-Enezi
submitted Thursday evening his credentials to the
President of the European Commission, Ursla von
der Leyen. In a statement, Al-Enezi conveyed greet-
ings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to the European
Commission President. 

Ambassador Al-Enezi expressed his aspiration to
work with the European side to strengthen bilateral
relations at various levels. — KUNA 

Underwater robot
competition begins
KUWAIT: An underwater robot competition
kicked off on Friday at the Jaber Al-Ahmad Youth
Center under the umbrella of Kuwait Youth Public
Authority. This competition qualifies for the finals
of the SeaPerch West Asia Challenge, organized
by the Sharjah Branch of Arab Academy for
Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, and
is scheduled to be held in Sharjah on February
24.The event will continue until tomorrow with the
participation of 40 young men and women repre-
senting 12 teams to qualify for the SeaPerch West
Asia Challenge, which is an annual regional com-
petition in which participants qualify for the glob-
al competition.—KUNA

A student using an underwater robot

3 complex hernia 
surgeries conducted
in Sabah Hospital
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: General Surgeon at Sabah Hospital
Dr Mohammad Al-Slaimi said three successful
complex and large hernia operations were con-
ducted using the component separation method,
adding the size of the hernia was more than 8 cm,
which is considered highly complicated as the
two main rectus abdominus muscles are far from
each other.

He said any hernia of 8 cm or more makes it
difficult for the muscles to be closed by regular
surgeries, as bringing these muscles close to each
other is difficult and requires complex surgery to
separate organs of the abdominal wall - a poste-
rior rectus sheath component separation with
transversus abdominis release.

Dr Slaimi said one of the patients is a 55-year-
old female who earlier had an umbilical hernia
repaired. Then she suffered a repeated umbilical
hernia of large size, so an operation to separate
the organs of the abdominal wall was carried out.
The second patient is also 55 years old, whose
colon was removed earlier outside Kuwait and
who had an 8-cm hernia, which was repaired. The
third patient is 65 and had his adrenal gland
removed outside Kuwait, which caused a 10-cm

hernia, and he also underwent an organ separa-
tion procedure.

Dr Slami said the patients were examined two
weeks later, then after a month, and everything
was excellent. He said such operations are done
outside Kuwait or by a visiting doctor, but “we
have modern technological means at Sabah
Hospital that enable us to carry out such opera-
tions”. He thanked Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-
Awadhi and Undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha
for their efforts to provide the necessary support
to health ministry hospitals. Rahma Int’l funds 

refugee medical
aid campaign 
KUWAIT: Rahma International Society is organizing a
$90,000 relief campaign for Jordanians and Syrian and
Palestinian refugees. The campaign, numbered 489,
included the selection of 30 patients to undergo cardiac
catheterization operations, 10 of which were performed
on Saturday, Dr Abdullah Al-Ajmi, head of the society
told KUNA. The number of beneficiaries from the 10
catheterization campaigns organized by the society has
reached 400 patients out of 1,400 patients.

“Aid consists of a food basket containing basic food
necessities, heaters, blankets and gas canisters, benefit-
ing 480 Jordanian, Syrian and Palestinian families,” he
added. The catheterization operations, he said, were
carried out in a hospital at the Jordanian capital,
Amman, and funded by the society.

“Catheterization operations funded by the society
are part of the Kuwaiti relief efforts to our siblings in
various parts of the world, especially during crises,” said
committee member Dr Ghazi AL-Enezi. Abdel-Fattah
Al-Dabaa, one of the patients helped by the society,
said he was thankful to Kuwait for the country’s humani-
tarian efforts in providing relief to the underprivileged in
Jordan. Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011,
Kuwaiti charities have intensified their humanitarian aid
work to help Syrian refugees as well as needy
Jordanians and Palestinians. — KUNA 

Some activities during the event.
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News in brief

Kuwait deplores embassy attack

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry on
Friday voiced the country’s condemnation and
denunciation of an armed attack on Azerbaijan’s
embassy in Tehran, which left one person dead
and several others injured. In a press statement,
the ministry restated Kuwait’s principled and
unwavering position that decries violence and
terrorism, while expressing solidarity with
Azerbaijan in this incident. The Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry extended sincere condolence to
Azerbaijan and the victim’s family, and wished a
swift recovery for the injured. —KUNA 

Electricity: 20 violations in Jan

KUWAIT: The judicial seizure team at the
Electricity and Water Ministry have disconnected
the power supply to a number of violating garages
and car workshops in Al-Jahra Industrial Area fol-
lowing an inspection campaign carried out by the
team in cooperation with the government entities.
“The campaign - in which the Interior Ministry,
the Public Authority for Manpower, the Kuwait
Municipality and the Public Authority for industry
have participated - is part of continuous efforts to
detect violations in various concerned sectors and
crack down on industrial areas. These campaigns
have contributed to a decrease in the rates of vio-
lations,” said Deputy team leader Ahmad Al-
Shammery. Violations ranged from additional
loads and direct connections without a meter to
disrupting real-estate activities that put pressure
on the electricity network. The team shut off the
power supply to businesses found in breach of
regulations. There have been 20 different arrests
and proof-of-case reports in January, Al-
Shammari said. He stressed that the team will not
tolerate any violation or encroachment on the net-
work in any sector.

Kuwait oil price up 

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by
$1.01 to $86.42 per barrel on Friday as opposed
to USD 85.41 pb the previous day. Globally, the
price of the Brent crude went down by 81 cents to
$86.66 pb, while the West Texas Intermediate
went down by $1.33 to $79.68 pb. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Vendors sell truffles at a market in Rai. White or beige, but never black, the desert truffle is a rare delicacy with a dedicated marketplace in Kuwait. The desert
truffle, an underground fungus is unique to arid environments. Unlike its European counterpart, the abundance of the desert truffle makes it the main component of a
dish rather than a seasoning.  — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

AAB World opens Mideast’s 
largest showroom in Kuwait

‘Kuwait to become a destination for all photo and video related equipment’

By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: Al-Armali and Abul Burghul
International Photographic Company (AAB World)
held on Thursday a big ceremony to open the
largest store in the Middle East that provides spe-
cialized photo and video equipment. Executive
Manager Ahmad Abul Burghul told Kuwait Times
that AAB World aims to make Kuwait a destination
for all equipment related to photo and video with
the AAB store. “What makes us different is that we
are a solution store for our clients and not just a
distributor that sells products,” he said.

“All kinds of products are available at AAB World
- every brand that you think related to photo and
video equipment, such as Sony, Canon, DJI, Sigma
and many other brands. We have placed everything
in the field for photographers, videographers and
content creators in one place,” he added.

Regarding their sales forecast for the current
year, Abul Burghul said: “We hear about lots of

crises, but so far we are really happy. We think peo-
ple are moving from the regular medium of retail to
e-commerce, and this helps us as our products ben-
efit all work fields, whether equipment for podcast-
ing, shooting or going live. I think we are moving in
the right direction and are optimistic of where we
are going.”

KUWAIT: Abul Burghul (left) during the ceremony to open the largest AAB store in the Middle East in Kuwait. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwaiti charity builds 
school for 500 
Yemeni children
ADEN: The Kuwait-based Rahma International
Charity completed on Thursday building a school,
which will benefit some 500 children of displaced
families in southern Yemen’s Lahj governorate, as
part of the eight-year ‘Kuwait is Beside You’ cam-
paign. Idris 3 Model School is equipped with 12
classrooms in addition to administration and teacher
offices, a shop, restaurant, playground and toilets.
Solar panels have also been installed in the school, a
spokesperson for the contractors of the project
said. The school aims to educate displaced students
in the early stages of learning, from grade 1 to 9,
adequately providing them with the school bags

and supplies they may need for the task, added
Raed Ibrahim. 

It will also create an appropriate educational
environment for the displaced students, who have
been prevented from an education due to their dire
circumstances. The project came at the behest and
appeals of local authorities in the governorate after
the children had been studying in tents, he
explained. —KUNA
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Memphis police beating 
video sparks Rodney  
King comparisons 

 
LOS ANGELES: Three decades ago, a bystander’s 
grainy video of US police officers savagely beating 
a motorist eventually led to their trial. Their acquit-
tal a year later for the attack on Rodney King set 
Los Angeles ablaze, as anger over police violence 
erupted across the city, with riots that left dozens 
dead and wrought $1 billion in damage. Now the 
United States is once again bracing for fury with the 
release of footage of five Memphis policemen pum-
meling 29-year-old Tyre Nichols. He died of his 
injuries three days later on January 10. 

The five, all of whom are Black, have been fired, 
and charged with second-degree murder and oth-
er felonies. The relative speed with which authori-
ties moved stands in marked contrast to official 
reaction in the wake of Rodney King’s beating. 
But both instances gained notoriety because of 
the existence of graphic visual proof of police 
brutality, said Jack Glaser, a specialist in racial 
bias in policing at the University of California, 
Berkeley. 

“Before Rodney King, there weren’t a lot of peo-
ple with video cameras, and the fact that somebody 
had a video camera and was able to capture that 
caused that to gain national attention,” he told AFP. 
“Now, that’s ratcheted up exponentially with every-
body constantly carrying (smartphones) in addition 
to the police wearing body cameras.” The existence 
of footage-whether captured by police or by 
bystanders-helps to drive efforts to hold police 
accountable. “In the absence of that, there tends to 
be a fair amount of obstruction and a lot of police 
union activism to protect jobs.” 

 
‘Very rare’  

Patrick Oliver, a former police chief in 
Cleveland, Ohio, who is now director of the crimi-
nal justice program at Cedarville University, 
agreed that the relative speed with which authori-
ties had acted was because of the existence of 
such damning proof. “It’s very rare” to move so 
quickly against officers, he told AFP. “The 
Memphis Police Department basically believe that 
they had sufficient evidence to justify their admin-
istrative charges.” 

The decision to get the video out in the public 
domain so quickly was a strategic one, intended as 
a partial balm, he said. “The video footage is being 
released after the officers have been terminated 
and the criminal indictments have been announced. 
“People who are justifiably outraged by it will know 
that the police department took action against all 
five of these officers, and that the state’s attorney 
has already taken criminal action.” —AFP 

NEW YORK: Protesters rally against the fatal police assault of Tyre Nichols, at Times Square in New York City. —AFP

MEMPHIS: The US city of Memphis on Friday 
released graphic video footage depicting the fatal 
police assault of a 29-year-old Black man, sparking 
small protests against police brutality in a number 
of US cities but none that flared into the violence 
that officials had feared. Five Memphis officers, all 
also Black, were charged with second-degree mur-
der in the beating of Tyre Nichols, who died in 
hospital on January 10 three days after being 
stopped on suspicion of reckless driving. The 
lengthy video footage from police body cameras 
shows a group of officers detaining Nichols, 
attempting to take him down with the use of a 
Taser, then giving chase as he evades them. 

Subsequent segments-the footage runs about an 
hour in total, and is audio-only in parts-show 
Nichols crying out for his mother, and moaning as 
officers repeatedly kick and punch him. Addressing 
an emotional press conference earlier Friday, the 
victim’s mother RowVaughn Wells called out the 
officers who she said beat her son “to a pulp,” 
telling them: “You disgraced your own families 
when you did this.” President Joe Biden, who has 
joined local officials in calling for protests to 
remain peaceful, spoke with Wells Friday to offer 
his condolences and commend “the family’s 
courage and strength.” 

The slain man’s mother was “obviously in enor-
mous pain,” Biden said, adding that she had “made 
a very strong plea” for peaceful protests. The 
father of a four-year-old son, Nichols worked for 
FedEx, loved skateboarding and taking photos, and 
had a tattoo of his mother’s name on his arm. “My 
heart just breaks,” Wells told the news conference. 

“For a mother to know that their child was calling 
them in their need, and I wasn’t there for him.” 

“My son was a beautiful soul,” Wells said. “He 
was a good boy. No one’s perfect. But he was damn 
near it.” Protests in Memphis, Washington, New 
York City, Philadelphia, Atlanta and a handful of 
other cities on Friday evening were small and 
largely peaceful. 

In downtown Memphis, around 50 protesters 
gathered at the central Martyrs Park to mark the 
video’s release, later blocking a main road as they 
marched and chanted “No Justice, No Peace” and 
“Say His Name: Tyre Nichols.” The White House 
said that senior staff had briefed the mayors of 
more than a dozen cit ies, including Atlanta, 
Chicago and Philadelphia, on federal assistance in 
case of protests. Memphis Police Chief Cerelyn 
Davis compared the video to footage of the 1991 
Rodney King beating, which sparked days of riots 
in Los Angeles that left dozens dead. “I was in law 
enforcement during the Rodney King incident, it’s 
very much aligned with that same type of behav-
ior,” Davis said. “I would say it’s about the same, if 
not worse.” 

 
Police brutality  

Nichols’s mother has accused police of initially 
trying to cover up her son’s beating, coming to 
her door to say he had been arrested for drunk 
driving and pepper-sprayed and tasered after 
being difficult to handcuff. The young man’s death 
drew immediate comparisons with the May 2020 
killing of George Floyd, another Black man whose 
suffocat ion by a white pol ice off icer  in 

Minneapolis was caught on film. 
Video of Floyd’s death spread rapidly, sparking 

a massive wave of at times violent protests nation-
wide and beyond, and reviving scrutiny of race 
relations and a culture of police brutality in the 
United States. Police officer Derek Chauvin was 
consequently convicted of murder, in what was 
seen as a landmark case after he knelt on Floyd’s 
neck for nearly 10 minutes. At a Memphis skate 
park where Nichols was a local, flowers and can-
dles were laid out beside signs demanding “Justice 
for Tyre.” 

Robert Walters, a 67-year-old blues musician 
visiting the city from Virginia, said he and his wife 
would return home early to avoid any violence. “I’m 
a Black man living in America. And that fear is 
always something that me and my son, we grew up 
with and we live with,” he told AFP, in reference to 
police brutality. The five officers involved in 
Nichols’s fatal beating were taken into custody fol-
lowing a rapid internal investigation that found 
them to have used excessive force and to have 
failed to render aid. 

In addition to second-degree murder charges, 
the officers are facing indictments for aggravated 
assault and aggravated kidnapping. Four of the five 
were released from jail after posting bail, US media 
reported Friday, citing jail records. The fact the 
officers were themselves Black “hurts,” Walters 
said. “These guys, you’d think, of anybody, should 
know (better), but it just goes to show you that 
anybody can fall into that trap,” he said. “I just 
want people to just be calm and not do anything 
stupid, not destroy or hurt.” —AFP

‘You disgraced your own families when you did this’

Memphis releases deadly police beating video

Kicks, punches and  
cries of ‘Mom!’: The fatal  
Memphis police beating 

 
WASHINGTON: It seems at first like a garden-
variety arrest for a traffic violation. But police 
videos released Friday of the fatal beating of Tyre 
Nichols end with Memphis police officers kick-
stomping and kneeling on the Black 29-year-old as 
he weakens from beatings. Bodycam footage shows 
Nichols on the ground, plaintively calling out three 
times: “Mom!” as the officers aim punches and kicks 
at his face. He died in hospital on January 10, three 
days later. The longest of the four videos was from 
an overhead camera on a power pole in the south-
ern US city. It lasts 31 minutes and has no sound. 

Two minutes in, police officers are seen manhan-
dling Nichols on the ground. As one kneels on his 
torso, another officer kicks him repeatedly. Officers 
are seen aiming several kicks at Nichols’ face. After 
repeated blows, the officers lift Nichols to a stand-
ing position, propping him up while pounding him 
with their fists until he falls to the asphalt-when 
they aim two more kicks at his face. 

He lies face down on the ground. An officer pulls 
him over to a cruiser and puts him in a sitting posi-
tion. Minutes pass with Nichols in clear agony. At 
least six officers mill about. One shines a flashlight 
on Nichols although the scene is fairly well illumi-
nated by street lights. In one extended section, 
Nichols’ slumped body is propped sitting on the 
ground against a police car, his head lolling onto his 
chest and legs in front of him. His upper half repeat-
edly collapses to the ground-only to be propped up 
again by the police in attendance. 

More officers show up. They mill, circling the 

scene, waiting for emergency medical technicians to 
show up. There is no clear moment when it becomes 
apparent that the blows against Nichols would end 
up costing him his life. The other three videos 
released by the Memphis Police Department are all 
from officers’ chest cameras and offer different per-
spectives. 

In one, officers catch Nichols after a foot chase. 
Several officers are exhausted. Nichols is pinned on 
the ground. “I didn’t do anything,” Nichols gasps. 
“You don’t do that, okay?” “Get on the ground!” 
one officer commands. In another dramatic video, 
officers have fired a Taser at Nichols but he has run 

away. Police catch up with him, yelling expletives. 
One officer pepper sprays Nichols, subduing him. A 
fourth video contains scenes of officers who 
remained behind after Nichols’ escape. 

One officer speaks by radio to a police dispatch-
er: “Young black male, slim build, blue jeans and a 
hoodie.” Officers give each other water from a 
water bottle. One is bent over in exhaustion, hands 
on his knees. Another appears to reel the wire from 
the Taser fired at Nichols back on to its spool. “I got 
to find my glasses,” an officer says, breathing heavi-
ly. The footage later shows him picking up his glass-
es from the roadway where they’d fallen. —AFP

MEMPHIS: This still image from a Memphis Police Department body-cam video released by the city of Memphis shows 
Tyre Nichols handcuffed on the ground surrounded by police officers, in Memphis, Tennessee. —AFP

MEMPHIS: Protesters rally against the fatal police 
assault of Tyre Nichols, in Memphis, Tennessee. —AFP
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Two Indian military jets  
crash, one pilot killed

NEW DELHI: Two Indian Air Force fighter jets 
crashed Saturday, killing one pilot and injuring two 
others, in an apparent mid-air collision while on 
exercises south of the capital New Delhi. The crash 
is the latest in a string of military aircraft accidents 
at a time when the government is trying to modern-
ize its armed forces and meet India’s complex secu-
rity challenges. It involved a Russian-made Sukhoi 
Su-30, carrying two pilots, and a French-built 
Mirage 2000, operated by a third, and was reported 
by witnesses to police at around 10:00 am (0430 
GMT). Both aircraft took off from the Gwalior air 
base, around 50 kilometers (30 miles) east of where 
they came down. 

“The aircraft were on routine operational flying 
training mission,” the country’s air force said in a 
statement, adding that one of the three pilots was 
fatally injured. An investigation was underway to 
determine the cause of the crash, it added. The first 
plane hit the ground in the forests of Pahadgarh in 
central Madhya Pradesh state, around 300 kilome-
ters south of New Delhi. 

“Two pilots were found near the crash site, who 
were later evacuated in an IAF chopper for treat-
ment,” Morena district police superintendent 
Ashutosh Bagri told AFP. “Both of them are out of 
danger,” he added. The second jet crashed some dis-
tance away in Rajasthan state, and images from local 
rescue authorities showed military officials inspect-
ing mechanical wreckage strewn across the ground. 

Military overhaul  
India has suffered a spate of military aviation 

accidents in recent months. Five army soldiers 
were killed last October when their helicopter 
crashed in Arunachal Pradesh state, near the 
country’s militarized and disputed border with 
China. It was the second military chopper crash in 
the state that month, coming weeks after a 
Cheetah helicopter came down near the town of 
Tawang, killing its pilot. 

India’s defense chief, General Bipin Rawat, was 
among 13 people killed when his Russian-made 
Mi-17 helicopter crashed while transporting him 
to an air force base in December 2021. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government is grap-
pling with the urgent task of overhauling India’s 
outdated armed forces. 

Its military establishment is fretting over a grow-
ing assertiveness by China along its vast Himalayan 
frontier, which in 2019 sparked a lingering diplomat-
ic freeze after a deadly high-altitude confrontation 
between troops of both countries. India unveiled its 
first locally built aircraft carrier last year as part of 
government efforts to build an indigenous defense 
industry and reduce reliance on Russia, historically 
its most important arms supplier. An effort to reform 
military recruitment to trim India’s bloated defense 
payroll stalled last year after a backlash from aspir-
ing soldiers, who burned train carriages and clashed 
with police in fierce protests. —AFP

 

3 dead, 1 missing  
after record rain 
in New Zealand 

 
WELLINGTON: Record levels of torrential rain in 
Auckland left three dead with a fourth person missing, 
New Zealand Prime Minister Chris Hipkins said Saturday 
after flooding devastated the country’s largest city. During 
a press conference after visiting some of the waterlogged 
communities, Hipkins said flash flooding had led to “three 
fatalities with one person still missing as a result of the 
weather”. “The level of devastation in some areas is con-
siderable,” he added. Hipkins said Auckland experienced 
“its wettest day on record” on Friday. “This is an unprece-
dented event in recent memory.” 

It is his first major incident since Hipkins took office 
on Wednesday following Jacinda Ardern’s shock resig-
nation. “Having just surveyed the extensive damage both 
on the ground and (from) the air, it’s clear it’s going to be 
a big clear up job,” he warned. Hipkins offered his con-
dolences to the families of the deceased. “The loss of life 
underscores the scale of this weather event and how 
quickly it turned tragic.” Police said Saturday that the 
bodies of two men were found in floodwaters in separate 
locations in a northern suburb. A third person died after 
a landslide brought down a house near the city centre 
while a fourth individual is still missing after they were 
swept away in a community south of Auckland, police 
said. The flash flooding quickly turned many of 
Auckland’s roads into rivers. 

According to MetService, New Zealand’s weather 
service, a record 249 millimeters of rain fell on Auckland 
Airport in 24 hours from Friday morning local time. The 
wild weather temporarily closed the city’s airport, the 
country’s largest, with ankle-deep water in some termi-
nals. The domestic terminal reopened Saturday afternoon 
but international flights were only expected to resume on 
Sunday. The persistent downpour also washed out Elton 
John’s concert on both Friday and Saturday at Auckland’s 
Mount Smart Stadium amid concerns for crowd safety. 

Auckland’s Eden Park sports stadium, where the 
national rugby team play some of their home interna-
tionals, was left flooded with the iconic pitch under 
heavy water. Most of the flood water had subsided by 
Saturday afternoon, but Hipkins warned that further 
rain is forecast and advised Auckland residents to stay 
home. “It’s safer to be indoors than outside. Look out 
for each other.” —AFP 

Two pilots were found near the crash site, both are out of danger

Death toll in  
Afghanistan cold  
snap rises to 166 

 
KABUL: At least 166 people have died in a 
wave of  bitter ly cold weather sweeping 
Afghanistan, an off icial  said Saturday, as 
extreme conditions heaped misery on the 
poverty-stricken nation. Afghanistan has been 
frozen by temperatures as low as -33 degrees 
Celsius (-27 degrees Fahrenheit) since January 
10, combined with widespread snowfall, icy 
gales and regular electricity outages. Aid 
agencies had warned before the cold snap that 
more than half of Afghanistan’s 38 million peo-
ple were facing hunger, while nearly four mil-
lion children were suffering from malnutrition. 

The disaster management ministry said on 
Saturday the death toll had risen by 88 over the 
past week and now stood at 166, based on data 
from 24 of the nation’s 34 provinces. The deaths 
were caused by floods, fires and leaks from gas 
heaters that Afghan families use to heat their homes, 
ministry official Abdul Rahman Zahid said in a video 
statement. Some 100 homes were destroyed or 
damaged and nearly 80,000 livestock, a vital com-
modity for Afghanistan’s poor, also died in the cold. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) said 
this week 17 people had died in a single village 
in northeastern Badakhshan province due to an 
outbreak of “acute respiratory infection”. “Harsh 
weather prevents help from reaching the area,” 

the WHO said. Afghanistan is enduring its sec-
ond winter since US-backed forces withdrew 
and the Islamist Taleban surged back into Kabul 
to reclaim government. Foreign aid has declined 
dramatically since then and key central bank 
assets were seized by the United States, com-
pounding a humanitarian crisis considered one 

of the world’s worst. 
The Taleban government banned Afghan 

women from working with humanitarian groups 
last month, leading many to suspend operations. 
Women NGO workers in the health sector were 
then granted an exemption and some organiza-
tions restarted their programs. —AFP

GWALIOR: People stand next to a plane wreckage after a Sukhoi Su-30 and a Dassault Mirage 2000 fighter jets crashed dur-
ing an exercise in Pahadgarh area some 50 kilometers (30 miles) from Gwailor on Saturday. —AFP

KABUL: In this file photo Afghan burqa-clad women carry children as they walk along a snow laden street in Kabul.  —AFP

Indian police detain  
students for screening  
Modi documentary 

 
NEW DELHI: Indian police detained students in New 
Delhi on Friday after stopping the screening of a BBC doc-
umentary on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s role during 
deadly sectarian riots in 2002. The students at Delhi 
University had followed several campuses around the coun-
try in staging a broadcast, defying government efforts to 
stop its spread by blocking its publication on social media. 
Police swarmed the university after student groups sup-
portive of Modi’s ruling party objected to the screening, 
seizing laptops and imposing a ban on assemblies of more 
than four people. Police officer Sagar Singh Kalsi told 
Indian news channel NDTV that 24 students were detained. 

The two-part BBC program alleges that Modi had 
ordered police to turn a blind eye to deadly riots while 
he was chief minister of Gujarat state. The violence 

began after 59 Hindu pilgrims were killed in a fire on a 
train. Thirty-one Muslims were convicted of criminal 
conspiracy and murder over that incident. At least 
1,000 people, mostly Muslims, died in the unrest that 
followed. The documentary quoted a previously classi-
fied British foreign ministry report which said the vio-
lence was “politically motivated” and the aim “was to 
purge Muslims from Hindu areas”. 

The report also claims that the riots were impossi-
ble “without the climate of impunity” created by 
Modi’s administration. India has dismissed the series as 
a “hostile” propaganda piece and ordered big social 
media platforms like Twitter and YouTube to block 
sharing or streaming it under controversial information 
technology laws. Earlier this week, authorities at New 
Delhi’s prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru University also 
banned an attempted screening and warned of “strict 
disciplinary action” if the edict was ignored. 

But defiant groups of students there and at numer-
ous college campuses across India have gathered to 
watch the documentary on laptops and phone screens. 
Modi ran Gujarat from 2001 until his election as prime 
minister in 2014 and briefly faced a travel ban by the 

United States over the violence. An investigation team 
appointed by the Indian Supreme Court to probe the 
role of Modi and others in the violence said in 2012 it 
did not find any evidence to prosecute him. —AFP

NEW DELHI: File photo shows India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi waits for the arrival of Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
for their meeting at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. —AFP

Philippines to appeal 
ICC resumption of  
drug war probe 

 
MANILA: The Philippines said Friday it intended to appeal 
an International Criminal Court decision to reopen an 
inquiry into Manila’s brutal anti-drug campaign, which left 
thousands dead. Former president Rodrigo Duterte, who 
initiated the drug war, pulled the Philippines out of the ICC 
in 2019, a year after the Hague-based tribunal began a pre-
liminary probe into the crackdown. 

The ICC launched a formal inquiry in September 2021, 
only to suspend it two months later after Manila said it was 
re-examining several hundred cases of drug operations 
that led to deaths at the hands of police, hitmen and vigi-
lantes. The ICC prosecutor later asked to reopen the 
inquiry in June 2022. Announcing the probe’s resumption 
on Thursday, the ICC said its pre-trial chamber was “not 
satisfied that the Philippines is undertaking relevant inves-
tigations that would warrant a deferral of the court’s inves-
tigations”. 

Menardo Guevarra, the chief lawyer for current 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos’ government, told 
AFP: “It is our intention to exhaust our legal remedies, 
more particularly elevating the matter to the ICC appeals 
chamber.” Solicitor General Guevarra and Justice 
Secretary Crispin Remulla both said Manila, instead of the 
ICC, should have jurisdiction over alleged drug war crimes. 
“They are insulting us,” Remulla told reporters. 

“I will not stand for any of these antics that will tend to 
question our sovereignty, our status as a sovereign country.” 
Philippine police operations chief Major-General Valeriano 
de Leon vowed the anti-drug crackdown would continue, 
calling Duterte an “inspiration”. 

Former presidential spokesman Harry Roque said in a 
statement that Duterte “would never subject himself under 
the legal jurisdiction of any foreign body because it is an 
insult to the competence and impartiality of our function-
ing criminal justice system”. However, Roque added: “He 
would humbly submit to the prosecution and judgment of 
any local court.” 

 
‘Only credible avenue’  

Officially, 6,181 people were killed in Duterte’s “war on 
drugs”, which began in 2016, but rights groups say that up 
to 30,000 may have died, some innocent victims, and that 
corruption was rife among security forces that acted with 
impunity. President Marcos, elected last year, has vowed to 
continue the drug war but with a focus on prevention and 

rehabilitation. He has, so far, ruled out reversing Duterte’s 
decision to pull the Philippines out of the ICC. 

“We can show that despite structural and resource limi-
tations in our legal system, it is still a well-functioning sys-
tem that yields positive results in its own time,” Guevarra 
said. Rights groups, however, welcomed the ICC 
announcement, and allege the killings are continuing under 
Marcos. —AFP 

MANILA: In this file photo taken on July 20, 2017, male residents 
are rounded up for verification after police officers conducted a 
large scale anti-drug raid at a slum community in Manila. —AFP

Five dead, 12  
missing after Cuba 
migrant boat sinks 

 
HAVANA: Five people died and another 12 were 
unaccounted for after an improvised boat they were 
using to reach the United States from Cuba sank, offi-
cial Cuban media reported Friday. A serious economic 
crisis is fuelling an unprecedented exodus from Cuba, 
particularly to the United States. “Five deaths have 
been reported,” the Cubadebate newspaper reported 
on its website, adding that survivors said “the incident 
occurred due to strong waves.” It said two coast-
guard boats headed to the scene in response to a call 
for help, rescuing 11. Witnesses said 12 people from 
the boat were missing, the report said. 

The migrants, all from the municipality of 
Cardenas, 115 kilometers (70 miles) east of the capital 
Havana, “left the country illegally on January 23 
through Torrontela” trying to reach US territory, it 
said. The boat sank the next day. Many Cubans have 
taken advantage of a visa exemption in Nicaragua, an 
ally of Havana, since the end of 2021 to try to reach 
the United States through Central America. 
Emigration by sea, through the Florida Straits, has 
also skyrocketed in recent months. The United States 
Coast Guard has intercepted 5,321 Cubans at sea 
since October 1, compared with 6,182 in the whole 
year to September 2022. —AFP



JERUSALEM: A 13-year-old Palestinian boy shot and
wounded a father and son in east Jerusalem on
Saturday hours after a gunman killed seven outside a
synagogue, in one of the deadliest such attacks in
years. The two shootings marked another dramatic
escalation in the Zionist-Palestinian conflict and defied
global calls for calm. Police said the latest gun attack
occurred on Saturday morning in Silwan just outside
the old, walled city in Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem.

A father, 47, and his 23-year-old son sustained gun-
shot wounds to their upper bodies and were rushed to
hospital, police and medics said. Police had earlier
announced the arrest of 42 people in connection with
Friday’s synagogue attack. The mass shooting was car-
ried out by a 21-year-old Palestinian resident of east
Jerusalem who drove up to the synagogue in the Neve
Yaakov neighborhood and opened fire during the
Jewish Sabbath, and on International Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

The attack came with tensions rising across the
region a day after one of the deadliest army raids in
the occupied West Bank in roughly two decades, as
well as rocket fire from militants in the Gaza Strip and
Zionist retaliatory air strikes. Crowds shouted “Death
to Arabs” as Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu toured the scene of the synagogue attack
late Friday. Palestinians held spontaneous rallies to cel-
ebrate the killings in Gaza and across the West Bank,
including in Ramallah where large crowds swarmed the
streets chanting and waving Palestinian flags.

Arab condemnation 
Zionist’s police chief Kobi Shabtai called the syna-

gogue shooting “one of the worst attacks (Zionist enti-
ty) has encountered in recent years.” Several Arab
nations that have ties with Zionist entity-including
Egypt, Jordan and the United Arab Emirates-con-
demned Friday night’s shooting. But the Lebanese
group Hezbollah, one of Zionist’s most prominent foes,
praised the attack as “heroic”, voicing “absolute sup-
port for all the steps taken by the Palestinian resistance
factions”.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said he was “deeply
shocked” by the “terrible” Jerusalem attacks and that
his country “stands by the side of Zionist entity”.

French President Emmanuel Macron said a “spiral of
violence must be avoided at all costs”. The gunman at
the synagogue was killed by police during a shootout
that followed a brief car chase after the attack.

There has been no indication that he had prior
involvement in militant activity or was a member of
an established Palestinian armed group. “The
Jerusalem District Police and border police fighters
arrested 42 suspects-some of them from the terror-
ist’s (immediate) family, relatives and (neighbors),” a
police statement said.

“The police will thoroughly examine the connection
between each of the arrested suspects and the terror-
ist who carried out the attack, as well as the extent of
their knowledge and/or involvement,” it added. The
Zionist entity annexed east Jerusalem following the
1967 Six-Day War. Palestinians claim the area as the
capital of their future state.

Escalating violence 
Nine people had been killed Thursday in what the

Zionist entity described as a “counter-terrorism”
operation in the Jenin refugee camp. It was one of the
deadliest Zionist army raids in the West Bank since

the second intifada, or Palestinian uprising, of 2000
to 2005.

Zionist entity said Islamic Jihad operatives were
the target. Islamic Jihad and Hamas both vowed to
retaliate, later firing several rockets at Zionist territo-
ry. Most of the rockets were intercepted by Zionist
air defenses. The military responded with strikes on
Hamas targets in Gaza. There were no injuries report-
ed on either side, but Gaza’s armed groups vowed
further action.

After the synagogue shooting, Hamas spokesman
Hazem Qassem said the attack proved “the resistance
knows how to find the appropriate response” to
Zionist “crimes”. Washington had announced Thursday
that US Secretary of State Antony Blinken would travel
next week to Zionist and the Palestinian territories,
where he would push for an “end to the cycle of vio-
lence”. A US State Department spokesman confirmed
on Friday that the visit would go ahead and said
Blinken would discuss “steps to be taken to de-esca-
late tensions”. At least 26 Zionists and 200 Palestinians
were killed across the Zionist entity and the Palestinian
territories in 2022, the majority in the West Bank,
according to an AFP tally from official sources.—AFP 
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New gun attack in east Jerusalem 
after synagogue mass shooting

JERUSALEM: Zionist emergency personnel help victims at the site of a reported attack in a settler neighborhood in
Zionist-annexed East Jerusalem.—AFP 

One killed in attack
on Azerbaijan 
embassy in Iran
TEHRAN: A gunman stormed Azerbaijan’s
embassy in Tehran on Friday, killing the mission’s
head of security in an attack Iran said was motivat-
ed by personal reasons but Baku labeled an act of
“terrorism”. Azerbaijan’s foreign ministry said
“responsibility” for the shooting, which also
wounded two embassy security guards, lies with
Iran-with spokesman Ayxan Hacizada telling media
in his country a recent anti-Azerbaijani campaign
in Iran had “encouraged the attack”.

Hacizada later told Turkey’s state broadcaster
TRT Haber that embassy staff were “being evacu-
ated from Iran”. Leaked video footage from the
embassy, widely shared on social media and pub-
lished by Iranian media, shows two men parking a
car and entering the building in east Tehran, before
a speeding car approaches and crashes into the
rear of their vehicle.

A man holding what appears to be a semi-auto-
matic rifle is seen emerging from the second car
and motioning to a security guard before forcing
his way into the embassy. Another unverified video
apparently filmed inside the embassy shows two
men entering and one of them opening the door in
response to commotion outside, allowing a gunman
to barge into the building and open fire. One man
appears to be struck in the torso by a bullet and
collapses behind an internal door while the
assailant is tackled by another guard. An AFP pho-
to shows what appears to be bullet holes in the
front door of the embassy.

Following the attack, Azerbaijan’s foreign min-
istry said the diplomatic mission’s head of security
was killed and that two guards were wounded but
in a “satisfactory” condition, adding that an inves-
tigation had been launched. Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyev said on Twitter that the attack was an
act of “terrorism” and named the dead security
officer as First Lieutenant Orkhan Rizvan. Tehran’s
police chief General Hossein Rahimi said the
attacker had been arrested and was an Iranian man
married to an Azerbaijani woman. “He claims his
wife has been held at the embassy for nine
months,” Rahimi said on television.—AFP

TEHERAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian (right) and Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Iran
Ali Alizada (left) visit at the Tajrish hospital, one of the
persons wounded in an attack on Azerbaijan’s embassy
in Tehran.—AFP 

Italy’s Meloni in
Libya to discuss 
energy, migration
TRIPOLI : Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
arrived Saturday in the Libyan capital Tripoli for talks
on energy as well as the thorny issue of migration,
Libyan state media said. Meloni’s trip-her second to a
North African country this week-is the first by a
European leader to war-battered Libya since her
predecessor Mario Draghi’s visit in April 2021. State
television said the Italian premier was received by
Abdelhamid Dbeibah, who heads the Tripoli-based,
UN-brokered Government of National Unity which is
contested by a rival administration in the east.

Libya and its former colonial power Italy are key
trade partners, particularly in energy, where Italian
giant Eni plays a major role in tapping into Africa’s
largest known oil reserves. Meloni was accompanied
by Eni chief Claudio Descalzi, who is expected to sign

a deal with Libya’s National Oil Company to develop
two Libyan offshore gas fields. Eni will invest $8 mil-
lion in the two fields, NOC chief Farhat Bengdara said
in televised remarks this week, adding they are
expected to produce 850 million cubic metres of gas.
Meloni visited Algeria on Monday seeking supply
deals from Africa’s top gas exporter to help reduce
reliance on Russia after it invaded Ukraine last year.

During her trip to Libya, she is also expected to
discuss the issue of migration amid rising numbers of
irregular migrants from Libya to Italy. Libya has been
wracked by years of conflict and division since a
NATO-backed revolt toppled dictator Moamer
Kadhafi in 2011. The country is a conduit for thousands
of people each year fleeing conflict and poverty across
Africa, seeking refuge across the Mediterranean in
Europe.

Meloni’s far-right government took office in October,
vowing to stop migrant landings in Italy, which reached
more than 105,000 in 2022. The central Mediterranean
route is considered the world’s most treacherous,
according to the International Organization for
Migration, which estimated that 1,377 migrants had dis-
appeared on that route last year.—AFP

Iran cleric opposes 
use of violence 
to impose hijab
TEHRAN: One of Iran’s top Shiite clerics, Grand
Ayatollah Nasser Makarem, has spoken out against the
use of violence to force women into wearing the
Islamic veil. Iran has witnessed a wave of nationwide
protests since the September 16 death of Mahsa Amini,
a 22-year-old ethnic Kurd, after her arrest for an
alleged breach of the Islamic republic’s dress code for
women. Hundreds of people have been killed, including
dozens of security personnel, and thousands have been
arrested in the protests, which authorities generally
refer to a “riots”.

Makarem, a prominent cleric known for his conser-

vative stance, said late Thursday that he “does not con-
sider violence and pressure to be effective in the hijab
issue”. “The president and ministers should know that
they are in a difficult situation; it is true the enemy is
very active, but not all avenues are closed,” he said,
quoted by the official IRNA news agency.

“The hijab issue is currently linked to political issues,
and some people say that if they can remove the veil,
the Islamic republic’s system will be weakened,” the
grand ayatollah added. His remarks came a day after
Iran’s Tourism and Heritage Minister Ezzatollah
Zarghami called for greater tolerance towards women
not wearing mandatory headscarves.

Earlier this month, however, Iran’s prosecutor general
had called for police to “firmly punish any hijab viola-
tors”. Iran has accused its foreign foes, including the
United States and Israel, of fomenting the protests that
erupted over Amini’s death in the custody of the coun-
try’s morality police. — AFP

Johannesburg gets first 
Muslim mayor as tiny
party wins top job
JOHANNESBURG: A councilor from a small Muslim
party was elected mayor of Johannesburg on Friday
after months of political maneuvering and legal battles
for control of South Africa’s business capital. Thapelo

Amad, of the Al Jama-ah party, was voted in by the city
council to replace mayor Mpho Phalatse, a member of
South Africa’s largest opposition party, the Democratic
Alliance (DA). Amad, 41, said he was “humbled” and
“overwhelmed” at being the first Muslim to helm the
country’s biggest metropolis. “It marks history in South
Africa,” he told the council after the vote.

He vowed to make the fight against graft his top pri-
ority. Amad was elected with the support of the ruling
African National Congress (ANC) party, which holds
the most seats in the council but fell short of an outright
majority at the 2021 city elections. Amad’s appointment

came as a surprise, with Al Jama-ah holding only three
of the council’s 270 seats, and follows months of coali-
tion horse trading.

His predecessor, Phalatse, 45, was ousted in a vote of
no-confidence earlier this week. It was the third no-
confidence vote the outgoing mayor had faced since
September, when she was first pushed out after her
coalition crumbled-only to be later reinstated by the
courts. Phalatse became the first black woman to lead
South Africa’s main economic hub in 2021, after the
ANC lost local elections in its worst showing at the bal-
lot since the advent of democracy in 1994. — AFP

TRIPOLI, Libya: Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and Libya’s Tripoli-based Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah
hold a joint press conference in the Libyan capital, on Saturday. — AFP 

Retired NATO general
Petr Pavel wins Czech
presidential vote
PRAGUE : Retired NATO general Petr Pavel beat bil-
lionaire former prime minister Andrej Babis in a presi-
dential election run-off Saturday, interim results
showed. Pavel, a former paratrooper, won 56.76 per-
cent of votes while Babis scored 43.23 percent, with
over 85 percent of the vote counted, according to the
Czech Statistical Office. Turnout in the EU and NATO
member country of 10.5 million people was unusually
high at 70 percent following an acrimonious campaign
marked by controversy, death threats and a brazen
hoax. The 61-year-old Pavel will replace President
Milos Zeman, an outspoken and divisive politician who
fostered close ties with Moscow before making a U-
turn when Russia invaded Ukraine last year. Pavel
already beat Babis in the first round two weeks ago,
scoring 35.4 percent against 35 percent for the former
prime minister.

Since then, Babis and his family have been targeted
by death threats, while Pavel was the victim of a hoax
claiming he was dead as disinformation plagued the
final campaign. While the role is largely ceremonial, the
Czech president names the government, picks the cen-
tral bank governor and constitutional judges, and
serves as commander of the armed forces. Voting in the
small town of Dobrichovice southwest of Prague on an
overcast Saturday morning, Irena Cihelkova told AFP
the new president should serve the country well. “He
should be forthcoming and friendly, an asset for the
country, and not make problems abroad like some oth-
er Czech statesmen,” she said. Pavel will be the fourth
president of the Czech Republic since it emerged as an
independent state after a peaceful split with Slovakia in
1993, four years after Czechoslovakia shed four-
decades of totalitarian communist rule.—AFP

TEHRAN: Iranian shoppers walk through the bazaar of
Tajrish in northern Tehran. — AFP

Watchdog blames
Syria for 2018 
chemical attack
THE HAGUE: The global chemical weapons watchdog
blamed Syria on Friday for a 2018 chlorine attack that
killed 43 people, in a long-awaited report on a case that
sparked tensions between Damascus and the West.
Investigators said there were “reasonable grounds to
believe” that at least one Syrian air force helicopter had
dropped two cylinders of the toxic gas on the rebel-held
town of Douma during Syria’s civil war. “The world now
knows the facts,” Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) chief Fernando Arias said in
a statement. “It is up to the international community to
take action.”

Damascus and its ally Moscow claimed the April 7,
2018 attack was staged by rescue workers at the behest
of the United States, which afterwards launched air
strikes on Syria along with Britain and France. The
Douma case also caused controversy after leaks from
two former employees accused the Hague-based
watchdog of altering its original findings to make them
sound more convincing. But the OPCW said its investi-
gators had “considered a range of possible scenarios”
and concluded that “the Syrian Arab Air Forces are the
perpetrators of this attack.”

Western powers together called on Syria to be held
accountable over the “horrific” attack. “We call on the
Russian Federation to stop shielding Syria from accounta-
bility for its use of chemical weapons,” said a joint state-
ment by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his
counterparts from Britain, France and Germany. “No
amount of disinformation from the Kremlin can hide its
hand in abetting the Assad regime.”

The watchdog said an “elite” Syrian unit known as
the Tiger Force had launched the attack during a mili-
tary offensive to reclaim Douma, and that Islamist rebels
had agreed to withdraw the day afterwards. It said that
“at least one Mi-8/17 helicopter of the Syrian Arab Air
Force, departing from Dumayr airbase and operating
under the control of the Tiger Forces, dropped two yel-
low cylinders”. The cylinders hit two residential build-
ings, it said.—AFP

Palestinians hold spontaneous rallies to celebrate the killings in Gaza 



MUMBAI: Shares in the business empire of Asia’s
richest man Gautam Adani nosedived Friday, extend-
ing this week’s losses to $45 billion, days after a US
investment firm claimed it had committed “brazen”
corporate fraud. Adani, 60, began his week the
world’s third-richest person but has tumbled down
the rankings to seventh on Forbes’ billionaires tracker
after a $22.6 billion hit to his fortune in Friday’s trade.
His flagship Adani Enterprises plunged nearly 20
percent over the day’s trade in Mumbai, briefly trig-
gering an automatic trading halt, before recovering
slightly to close 18.52 percent lower.

Five other group companies hit their own stock
exchange circuit breakers, with shares in Adani Total
Gas, Adani Green Energy and Adani Transmission
falling 20 percent apiece. “Obviously this is panic-
selling,” JM Financials equity research chief Ashish
Chaturmohta told AFP, adding that traders were cre-
ating fresh short-sell positions to protect earlier bull-
ish bets on Adani stocks.

Hindenburg Research this week alleged in a report
that Adani Group had used undisclosed related-par-
ty transactions and earnings manipulation to “main-
tain the appearance of financial health and solvency”
of its listed business units. The conglomerate said it
was the victim of a “maliciously mischievous” reputa-
tional attack by Hindenburg just as it was preparing
for a major fundraising round.

Legal chief Jatin Jalundhwala said Adani was
exploring its punitive action against the research
advisory in US and Indian courts. Hindenburg
responded that Adani had ducked the issues its
research had raised and instead resorted to “bluster
and threats”. 

“If Adani is serious, it should also file suit in the
US,” the firm said in a statement. “We have a long list
of documents we would demand in a legal discovery
process.”

‘Government leniency’ 
Shares in Adani business units have soared as

much as 2,000 percent in the past three years,
adding more than $100 billion to its founder’s net
worth and vaulting him up the ranks of the world’s

richest people. Adani-who now has an estimated for-
tune of $96.6 billion-is considered a close supporter
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The report said a
pattern of “government leniency towards the group”
stretching back decades had left investors, journal-
ists, citizens and politicians unwilling to challenge the
group’s conduct “for fear of reprisal”.

“The signal is that because the Adanis are very
close to the powers that be today, therefore nobody
would challenge them,” economist Arun Kumar told
AFP. “Those who earlier criticized Adani, those who
tried to do some investigation, Adani’s launched big
(legal) cases against them, so they have scared off a
lot of people,” he added.

‘Old news’ 
Mumbai-based market analyst Arun Kejriwal said

Hindenburg was looking to capitalise on its short
position in Adani-which it announced with the
release of its report-and described the allegations as
“100 percent unsubstantiated”. “It is just a compila-
tion of old news at a time when it hurts them the
most,” Kejriwal said. “The more scandalous they
make it, the more damage it causes.”

Hindenburg’s report landed days before Adani’s
ambitious $2.5 billion follow-on public offer-India’s
biggest-ever-opened for bids on Friday, aimed at
bolstering the business empire’s balance sheet.

The initial take-up was dismal, with bids for only

0.01 percent of shares on offer on Friday. The offer
closes on January 31. Shares in Adani Enterprises fell
to 2,712 rupees ($33) each at their lowest point in the
day, well below the FPO price band of 3,112-3,276
rupees per share. Hindenburg’s report accused Adani
Group of engaging in a “brazen stock manipulation
and accounting fraud scheme over the course of
decades”. It claimed Adani’s elder brother Vinod
managed “a vast labyrinth of offshore shell entities”
in tax havens including Mauritius, Cyprus and several
Caribbean islands. The Mumbai stock exchange’s
benchmark Sensex index closed 1.45 percent lower
on Friday afternoon, primarily dragged down by the
Adani rout. —AFP

IMF announces 
visit to Pakistan
WASHINGTON: The IMF will send a team to
Pakistan next week to discuss reviving a des-
perately needed bailout program, with a for-
eign exchange crisis bringing imports almost
to a standstill.

The South Asian nation is in dire economic
straits servicing endless external debts, bat-
tling rising inflation and with only enough dol-
lars for around three weeks of imports. The
IMF said in a statement late Thursday that a
review team will arrive in the capital Islamabad
on Tuesday in a bid to break the deadlock over
releasing more financial aid.

It comes days after Islamabad bowed to
pressure to remove an exchange cap to help
control a rampant black market. Its removal
saw the rupee plummet to a historic low
against the US dollar on Thursday. Mohammad
Sohail, financial analyst and CEO of Topline
Securities, said the government had cleared a
big hurdle in securing the next IMF instalment.

“Leaving the forex market to market
forces was one of the biggest conditions of
the IMF, which the government was defying
in the past,” he told AFP. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said Friday he was hopeful of
an agreement this month. “Pakistan today
stands at a crossroad where we are striving
to save each penny,” he said at an event in
the capital, adding that a priority list for
imports has been set up.

The state bank, which has refused since the
start of the month to issue letters of credit in
almost all instances other than food and phar-
maceutical imports, overnight reported that
reserves had fallen again to a near-nine-year
low of $3.7 billion.

The tumbling economy mirrors political
chaos, with former prime minister Imran Khan
heaping pressure on the weak coalition gov-
ernment and calling for elections that are due
no later than October. Khan, who was ousted
last year in a no-confidence motion, brokered
a multi-billion dollar loan package from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 2019.

But Khan reneged on his promise to cut
subsidies and market interventions that had
cushioned the cost-of-living crisis, causing the
program to stall. It was briefly revived under
Sharif but he has also been reluctant to meet
loan conditions amid falling popularity. —AFP
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MUMBAI: In this file photo taken on November 19, 2022, Chairperson of Indian conglomerate Adani Group, Gautam Adani, speaks at the World Congress of
Accountants in Mumbai. —AFP

Tycoon tumbles down rankings to 7th on Forbes’ billionaires tracker 

Fraud claims wipe $45bn off 
India’s Adani Group stocks

Britain dismisses 
economic ‘gloom’, 
eyes Brexit boost
LONDON: Britain’s finance minister on Friday dis-
missed “gloom” over its recession-threatened econ-
omy and vowed to tap into Brexit opportunities and
tackle rampant inflation to boost growth during a
cost-of-living crisis. Jeremy Hunt laid out the
Conservative government’s growth plan in London’s
City finance district, following recent criticism from
the business community-and insisted that the nation
was not in decline.

“Declinism about Britain was wrong in the past-
and it is wrong today,” Hunt said. “Some of the
gloom is based on statistics that do not reflect the
whole picture.” The Bank of England and the UK
government’s own fiscal watchdog, however, believe
that the economy has already entered recession on
fallout from rampant consumer price inflation.

The finance chief outlined how Britain would
benefit from “freedoms” as a result of its exit two
years ago from the European Union, after voting to
leave in 2016. “Like every G7 country, our growth
was slower in the years after the financial crisis than
the years before it. But since 2010, the UK has
grown faster than France, Japan and Italy.

“Since the Brexit referendum, we have grown at

about the same rate as Germany.” He added: “If we
look further ahead, the case for declinism becomes
weaker still. The UK is poised to play a leading role
in Europe and across the world in the growth sec-
tors which will define this century.”

Hunt, whose official title is chancellor of the
exchequer, will oversee a strategy aimed at boost-
ing poor productivity and focused on key sectors
including digital technology, green industries, life
sciences, advanced manufacturing and creative
industries. He added that it was necessary to look
beyond “short term” business fallout from Brexit,
such as border delays, red tape and staff shortages.

“It’s a big change in our economic relations with
our closest neighbors, and of course that is going to
need adaptation and of course there is some short
term disruption,” he noted. “But I think it is com-
pletely wrong to just focus on that without looking
at the opportunities.”

Cooling inflation 
Hunt shunned calls to slash taxes from his own

lawmakers, arguing that tackling rampant inflation
would instead put more cash in Britons’ pockets.
“The best tax cut right now is a cut in inflation,” he
told the business audience. Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak wants UK inflation, which is running close to
a 40-year peak at 10.5 percent, to be cut by half
this year.

It has started cool from a peak of above 11 per-
cent as the Bank of England raises interest rates.

Sunak’s predecessor, Liz Truss, was ousted from

Downing Street last year after her tax-slashing
budget sparked markets chaos, crashed the pound
and prompted emergency BoE intervention to safe-
guard financial stability. Hunt added Friday that
Sunak’s administration offered a new plan for “long
term prosperity”. —AFP 

LONDON: In this file photo taken on November 17,
2022 Britain’s Chancellor of the Exchequer Jeremy
Hunt leaves Downing Street in central London on his
way to make a full budget statement in the House of
Commons. —AFP

Key US inflation 
gauge slows as
spending falls
WASHINGTON: A key indicator of US inflation
eased in December as spending dipped, according
to government data released Friday, opening the
door to smaller interest rate hikes as efforts to cool
the economy ripple through sectors. The Federal
Reserve has hiked the benchmark lending rate seven
times last year, with an aim to ease demand as infla-
tion surged, while trying to avoid tipping the world’s
biggest economy into a recession.

And the tightening measures are showing effect,
with the Fed’s preferred inflation gauge, the person-
al consumption expenditures (PCE) price index ris-
ing 5.0 percent last month from a year ago, down
from 5.5 percent in November, Commerce
Department data showed on Friday.

This extends a downward trend since mid-2022,
when American households found themselves
increasingly squeezed by rising costs. The central

bank focuses on the PCE price index as it reflects
actual consumer spending, including shifts to less
expensive items, unlike the more well-known con-
sumer price index. The indicator ticked up 0.1 per-
cent from November to December, as prices for
goods decreased 0.7 percent and energy costs
dropped 5.1 percent, said the report. But services
prices rose from the preceding month.

“The Fed views the job market as the primary
battleground in its fight against inflation,” said
economist Bernard Yaros Jr of Moody’s Analytics.
“As long as wage gains in labor-intensive services
are robust, the Fed will be loath to declare victory,”
he added. Household spending also dipped further
0.2 percent between November and December, the
report said, adding that personal incomes rose 0.2
percent. Analysts believe spending is set to slow
further in the coming months. “The latest data offer
among the first tangible signs that the economy’s
main engine is slowing,” said Oren Klachkin of
Oxford Economics.

“Looking ahead, a cooling labor market, a
depleted savings cushion, and less willingness to
rely on credit cards in a high inflation environment
will lead consumers to pull back,” he added. For
now, consumer sentiment remains low from a histor-

ical perspective, according to a University of
Michigan survey of consumers also released Friday.
Stripping out the volatile food and energy compo-
nents, the PCE price index was up 4.4 percent from
December 2021, signaling that there remains some
way to go before the Fed pauses its aggressive bat-
tle to rein in inflation. —AFP 

A shopper checks out an item in a Target store in
Pittsburgh in this file photo. 
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KUWAIT: As part of Kuwait Airways’ relentless endeavors
to provide the best services to its valued customers, the
company organized an event to mark the launch of numer-
ous new and diverse services for the year 2023, held in the
presence of various prominent personalities and distin-
guished guests, at KAC’s headquarters on Thursday.  

During the function, the company presented an array of
the latest services to the attendees, which included new
menus onboard, launching home check-in services, limou-
sine services, diverse destinations for the 2023 summer sea-
son, in addition to updating the uniforms of the flight crew
and launching new classes with different seat designs on the
Airbus A330NEO aircraft. 

Speaking on the occasion, Kuwait Airways Chairman,
Captain Ali Al-Dukhan stated, “Kuwait Airways is keen on
developing its systems by launching new services and
products for the comfort of our valued customers. This
announcement of customer service enhancements is a con-
tinuation of programs launched by the company a year ago,
which includes transformation, development, and access to
the best levels of beyond excellence in services, as well as
achieving its desired strategies.”

Al-Dukhan added, “Kuwait Airways is steadily moving
towards its set plans, as it launched new services under the
title ‘The Blue Bird Reveal’, which will bring about a com-
prehensive transformation in all the services provided to our
customers, and in pace with the best international standards
of the commercial air transport sector, thereby reaching
broader horizons.”

Al-Dukhan stated that Kuwait Airways achieved positive
results in the year 2022, as revenues grew by 10 percent in
2022 compared to 2019 and to 115 percent compared to
2021. The profit margin improved to 40 percent in 2022
compared to 2019 and to 37 percent compared to 2021. In
addition, passenger traffic in Terminal 4 grew by 26 percent
in 2022 compared to 2019 and by 229 percent compared to
2021. 

Al-Dukhan said, “The company received three new air-
craft last year, consisting of one Airbus A320NEO, and two
Airbus A330NEO. Kuwait Airways also launched new desti-
nations such as Manchester, Madrid. Casablanca, Trabzon,
Mykonos, Kuala Lumpur, and Hyderabad. The company
also achieved on-time performance of its flights by 86 per-
cent in 2022 and in this aspect the Blue Bird achieved the
third place in the Middle East and North Africa.”

Al-Dukhan meanwhile predicted a growth in passenger
traffic by approximately 4.5 million passengers and an
increase in operations by more than 30 percent in 2023. In
addition to this, Kuwait Airways will receive two Airbus
A320NEO aircraft in this year. Al-Dukhan said that Kuwait
Airways achieved many accomplishments in 2022, for
example but not limited to, such as restructuring the aircraft
agreement with Airbus, the completion of the maintenance
contract with Air France, the completion of the maintenance
contract with Rolls Royce, the approvals for establishing the
Kuwait Airways Training Academy, signing of a mutual
commercial partnership agreement with Air Europa and Ita
Airways, successfully carrying 14,000 passengers to Doha
to attend the 2022 World Cup matches in the State of Qatar,
signing the designing and construction of the new Kuwait

Airways down towntower at Al-Hilali Street and the self-
handling of Terminal 4. 

Al-Dukhan pointed out that the Blue Bird is always com-
mitted to implementing social responsibility programs such
as training 100 high school students and university gradu-
ates, participating in the Balsam project with the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society and donating 100 wheelchairs to the
Ministry of Health. 

New style of uniforms
During the ceremony, Al-Dukhan revealed the launch of

KAC’s new uniforms for flight crew, in cooperation with the
Italian Designer Ettore Bilotta, which was inspired by new
designs in fashion by combining the features of diamonds
with desert colors. The new styles combine modernity with
the legacy of Kuwait Airways, which was established in
1954. 

Additionally, this change was based on standards and
research, corresponding with the objectives of Kuwait
Airways, and towards achieving operational excellence in
the field of aviation. Moreover, after extensive research, the
company decided on this remarkable, elegant, and delightful
design, that conforms to its long-standing historical identity
and maintaining the legacy of the Blue Bird for all Kuwaitis.
Also speaking on the occasion, Kuwait Airways Chief
Executive Officer, Eng. Maen Razouqi stated that Kuwait
Airways seeks to create a new imprint for its valued cus-
tomers by launching new services and products, with a
diverse look and to broaden the horizons of the Blue Bird.
Kuwait Airways is committed to its efforts in meeting the
requirements of its customers from the time they enter the
airport, until boarding the different types of aircraft on
KAC’s fleet. 

Razouqi indicated that Kuwait Airways had faced an
unexpected increase in fuel prices, by more than 30 percent
in 2022, pointing out that 2023 is full of challenges that the
company will face, indicating at the same time that the Blue
Bird is fully prepared to face these challenges in the long
term, according to the strategy set by the Senior

Management. 

State-of-the-art seats
Razouqi added, “Kuwait Airways will be pursuing a

comprehensive change through the implementation and
design of comfortable seats and different travel classes on
the Airbus A330NEO aircraft, that suit the preferences of
the company’s valued customers and will be implemented in
the middle of next year, with the following categories: 

• Elite Class with seats that can be converted into fully
flat seats, equipped with an 18-inch screen, as well as
USB type A and C ports, in addition to wireless charg-
ing and Bluetooth service. 

• Comfort+ or Comfort Plus, which are characterized by
the possibility of reclining up to 10 inches, providing a
footrest for more comfort, a control unit and privacy
divider features for the headrest and equipped with 18-
inch screen with USB Type A and C inputs. 

• Comfort Class, that are characterized by reclining up to
6 inches, with an articulated seat base and U-Dream
headrest, in addition to providing 12-inch screens and
USB port of Type A and C.”

Home check-in services 
Razouqi explained, “Kuwait Airways will launch the

Home Check-In services by the end of February for Royal
Class passengers traveling to all destinations except for
New York. This service includes allocating new cars
equipped with the latest equipment for weighing luggage
and providing check in procedures, issuing boarding pass,
as well as designating a bus to the passenger’s home.”

Razouqi pointed out that the concept is one of the most
important and distinguished services provided by Kuwait
Airways to its customers and one of the new solutions to
save time for the passenger and provide the best means of
comfort for them. This is also within the company’s plans to
improve and develop the services provided to its valued
customers by offering them various options. The Home

Check-In is a free service and optional for passengers on
Royal Class. This can be done after the customer completes
the procedures for booking the ticket on the website or
Kuwait Airways’ electronic application and selects the
option of home check-in service, at least 48 hours prior to
booking the ticket. Following this, the car is sent to the pas-
senger’s home 24 hours before the departure time of the
flight to collect their baggage, with the boarding card being
issued to them. 

Limousine car service
Razouqi stated that among the Blue Bird’s latest devel-

opments, Kuwait Airways will provide limousine car servic-
es starting from the end of February for passengers of Royal
and Business Class Premium. Passengers have to make
reservations on the outbound flight through Kuwait
Airways’ website or application, 48 hours before their travel
date. Moreover, the private car will be sent to their home,
taking them to the airport. In addition to this, upon arrival,
the passenger can request a car from the Maraheb office at
the airport, to take them from the airport to their home. 

Elite lounge 
Within the framework of its policies to develop services

for passengers and valued customers and taking into con-
sideration the increasing demand to travel and the growth in
passenger traffic at Terminal 4, Kuwait Airways will expand
the Al-Mubarakiya Lounge and allocate it for passengers of
Royal Class, First Class, and Oasis Club’s Platinum card
holders. The lounge will be renamed the Elite lounge, which
will be opened by the end of April 2023, after the comple-
tion of necessary procedures. 

The lounge is designed with sound proofing features to
enable valued passengers to relax and rest. Kuwait Airways
implemented and designed the new lounge with the latest
facilities, corresponding to the requirements of elite passen-
gers with more luxury and comfort, in addition to providing
them with an excellent array of local and international
cuisines, and catered to their satisfaction. 

Innovative on-board menus
Razouqi added, “Kuwait Airways is keen to provide

diverse options to its customers, as the company periodi-
cally launches new menus on board the Blue Bird, that suit
the tastes and preferences of KAC’s passengers, and which
are skillfully prepared by talented national chefs.”

New destinations 
Razouqi continued, “As part of its commitment to meet

the requirements of its valued customers, Kuwait Airways is
preparing to launch numerous destinations for the summer
travel season, and will include numerous new destinations,
commencing from June 2023. 

The company will announce the launch of operations to
numerous destinations linking Kuwait to the world which
includes, Athens, Antalya, Abha,Taif, Al-Qassim, Al-Ula,
Budapest, Berlin, and Barcelona, in addition to destinations
launched last year such as Bodrum, Izmir, Trabzon, Athens,
Mykonos, Sharm El-Sheikh, Alexandria, Sarajevo, Salalah,
Nice, Vienna and Malaga.”

Kuwait Airways Blue Bird soars
Airline reveals the latest in customer-centric enhancements 

Gulf Bank moves 
forward with strategic 
sustainability initiatives
KUWAIT: Believing in the importance of applying the
principles of sustainability, and in line with the international
standards and guidelines to enhance transparency with
issues related to the environment, society, and governance,
Gulf Bank has launched its second sustainability report for
the year 2021 titled ‘Building a Sustainable Foundation.’

The report was issued in alignment with
the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) princi-
ples, the Kuwait stock exchange’s sustainabil-
ity disclosure guide, the United Nation
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
Kuwait Vision 2035, and the Bank’s strategy
to accelerate the National Sustainability
Agenda.

The report touches upon Gulf Bank’s
strategically selected initiatives which active-
ly contribute towards strengthening the sus-
tainable approach in society - by adopting
responsible and proactive practices when
providing financial and banking services,
innovative digital solutions, women and youth
empowerment and many others.

The Deputy General Manager of
Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank,
Ahmad Al-Amir, stated: “We are constantly
striving to meet the needs of customers and
investors and to provide long-term value, by
effectively applying financial, environmental
and social sustainability practices that con-
tribute to the development of society, and
enhance its economic leadership across
global markets.”

The report also indicates how Gulf Bank
focuses on transparent communication when
dealing with shareholders, enabling them to
participate in determining their interests,
requirements and priorities when making
fundamental decisions relevant to sustain-
ability.

2025 strategy
Al-Amir also spoke about the 2025 strat-

egy, stating: “To date, many key objectives
have been achieved in relation to the 2025
strategy, with a focus on the digital transformation
journey. This includes the increasing growth in the corpo-
rate banking sector and SMEs, in addition to increasing the
Bank’s market share in personal banking services. Through
the developments of digital banking platforms, Gulf Bank
aims to strengthen the customer segments of youth and
women in order to improve its services and increase com-
petitiveness.”

Technical solutions
To ensure the success of the 2025 strategy, Al-Amir

assured that “Gulf Bank has laid the foundation for fostering
a performance-based culture through introducing new
technological solutions and adopting global risk manage-
ment practices. The bank relies on its great capabilities to
present the best solutions, to engage its employees and pro-
vide excellent customer service in order to serve the com-
munity - ensuring to eliminate unnecessary complexities to
make the banking experience enjoyable, effective, and
accessible.”

Transparency and governance
The report refers to aspects of the well-established gov-

ernance in Gulf Bank, focusing on the impor-
tance of disclosing the Bank’s directions and
the approach to risk control and management,
which contributes towards preserving the
trust and rights of stakeholders. Gulf Bank has
developed various standards of corporate
governance practices, aimed at ensuring the
principles of accountability, ethics, and the
Bank’s responsibility towards its employees
and customers.

Social responsibility
The Manager of Corporate Communications

at Gulf Bank, Lujain Al-Qenaei, said: “Gulf Bank
continues to make progress in supporting and
empowering women and youth through intro-
ducing several impactful initiatives that con-
tribute towards consolidating their position in
the Bank and outside of it. Gulf Bank also con-
tinued to support the national economy by
selecting and favoring local service providers
and hiring more Kuwaiti nationals.”

The report showcases a growth in Gulf
Bank’s Kuwaitization rate, which increased
to 76.5 percent in 2021.The Bank also
recorded unprecedented growth in the
employment of fresh graduates, with an
increase of 175 percent in comparison to
2020. The percentage of female employees
increased by 24 percent reaching a percent-
age of 44 percent out of the total number
employees in the Bank.”

Assistant Manager of Corporate
Communications at Gulf Bank, Maysoon Al-
Attar, said: “Gulf Bank focused on developing
the skills of national talents through high-level
training programs. The total training hours of
employees doubled by 105 percent in 2021,

where 54 percent of the Bank’s employees received training
that year.”

The report indicates that the banking sector is heading
towards a new era of digital transformation, and we are
proud of Gulf Bank’s quick responses to the growing
demands for digital services. The Bank’s strategy is to trans-
form into an integrated digital bank that exceeds the aspira-
tions of future generations.

Regret takes hold 
in Brexit bastion
LONDON: Grays, a town near London, voted over-
whelmingly in favor of Brexit. But three years after sev-
ering ties with the EU, some are feeling remorse as the
country lurches from one crisis to another. “I did vote
Brexit, but I regret it,” said 42-year-old Maria Yvars,
arguing she felt cheated by politicians.

“They didn’t give us the full facts... they told us things
that were not true,” said the counselor in the town 30
kilometers (20 miles) east of the British capital. “Now,
this country is like a ship without a captain,” she added
after the ruling Conservative government deposed two
prime ministers last year including Boris Johnson, who
led the campaign to quit the European Union.

In the 2016 vote, 72.3 percent voted for Brexit in the
Essex constituency of Thurrock, of which Grays is the
largest town with around 75,000 people. That was the
fourth highest pro-Brexit vote out of 382 voting areas in
Britain that backed the split. Arch-eurosceptic Nigel
Farage chose Thurrock as the backdrop to unveil his
anti-EU manifesto for the general election of May 2015.

The post-industrial area, which has taken in many
migrants from eastern Europe, also includes Tilbury, one
of the country’s main container ports. AFP reported from
there in 2017, finding Brexiteers had little regret about
their vote a year later. But the departure only took full
effect at the end of January 2020.

Johnson had promised “sunlit uplands” for Britain.
Instead it got COVID, and now a crippling cost-of-living
crisis resulting from sky-high inflation. Thurrock Council,
the local authority, effectively went bankrupt in
December after a series of disastrous investments. In
Grays’ pedestrianized town centre, one abandoned shop
window reads “closed forever”. Like many other high
streets in Britain, the shops left are dominated by dis-
count retailers offering £1 items, charity stores and
bookmakers.

‘Ashamed’ 
While the government attributes Britain’s economic

malaise to the pandemic and the war in Ukraine, Brexit is
increasingly being blamed for setting the country back
after it cut off access to Europe’s single market across
the Channel from Essex. “Yes I voted for Brexit and I
wish I hadn’t,” said another woman in her 50s, who
wished to remain anonymous. “Look at the country, it’s a
disaster isn’t it?”, she added, explaining that most people
she knows regret their Brexit vote. Those who champi-
oned their Brexit vote were now “embarrassed”, even
“ashamed”, added Yvars. Support for Brexit across the
nation has never been so low, according to a YouGov
poll released in November.

Fewer than a third of Britons believe it was a good
decision, with one in five Brexiteers changing their
minds, according to the poll. “What did the Brexiteers
expect?” queried a Grays employee of the National
Health Service (NHS) who wanted to remain in the EU.
“We lost EU funding.”

Saving the NHS was a hallmark of Johnson’s Brexit
campaign. Emblazoned on his red campaign bus was the
message: “We send the EU £350 million a week. Let’s
fund the NHS instead.” Today, NHS workers including
for the first time nurses have been striking in protest at
government pay offers.

‘It will take time’ 
But Elaine Read, a 73-year-old woman who worked

in finance in London, is not among the regretful contin-
gent. “I would probably vote again Brexit,” she said.

“We are an island, we’re isolationist. I felt we weren’t
in control anymore. So many laws were overturned by
Brussels. “So much has happened that we haven’t had
the chance to see all the benefits” of Brexit, she added.

The UK is the only G7 economy that has not yet
returned to its pre-pandemic size in gross domestic
product. The UK government’s own Office for Budget
Responsibility estimates that leaving the EU will reduce
the size of the British economy by about four percent in
the long run.

But neither Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s Conservative
government nor the opposition Labour party are prom-
ising any change of course, vowing instead to make
Brexit work. Ray Yates, a 70-year-old former dockwork-
er, said the situation in Thurrock was “terrible” while
stressing: “I still support Brexit. “But it will take time-at
least 10 years. And a new government.”— AFP

Ahmad Al-Amir

Lujain Al-Qenaei 

Maysoon Al-Attar

GRAYS, UK: An elderly woman using a walking frame, is pic-
tured in the streets of Grays, Essex. In the referendum in
2016, 72.3 percent of voters voted for Brexit in the local
constituency of Thurrock, of which Grays is the largest town
with around 75,000 inhabitants. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Following a year of relentless digital 
innovation, Burgan Bank has closed 2022 with four 
awards from Global Finance magazine, after see-
ing its advanced digital banking app land the 
highest rating on the iOS App Store and Android 
Google Play Store in Kuwait, with an average rat-
ing of 4.65.  

The four awards include ‘Best Information 
Security and Fraud Management’ for developing 
one of the region’s best security and fraud manage-
ment systems and policy frameworks. Burgan Bank 
also received the award for ‘Best Open Banking 
APIs’ in recognition of its development of secure 
and efficient banking application programming 
interfaces (APIs). APIs are fundamental in allowing 
fintechs and other financial third parties to collabo-
rate and work with Burgan Bank to enhance and 
provide feature-rich services.  

Burgan Bank was also named ‘Best Mobile 
Banking Adaptive Site,’ citing the application’s 
seamless and frictionless user experience across a 
large range of devices and resolutions for banking 
on the go. Global Finance also highlighted Burgan 
Bank’s support for small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) across the region in 2022 with the 
‘Best SME Banking’ award. 

Securing its place as the highest-rated financial 
and banking app on the iOS App Store and 
Android Google Play Store in Kuwait, customers 
saw the Burgan Bank app evolve throughout 2022 
with the addition of multiple new features, services 
and capabilities. The year began with the launch of 
a new digitally-advanced ‘Fast International 
Transfer’ service in collaboration with MasterCard. 
Connecting customers to more than 25 countries 

and multiple cur-
rencies, the serv-
ice gives access 
to competitively 
priced, seamless 
transfers in real 
time.  

 
eKYC 

As the year pro-
gressed, Burgan 
Bank launched its 
next digital service, 
the “Electronic 
Know Your 
Customer” (eKYC) 

form, which allows customers to seamlessly update their 
personal information through Burgan Bank’s digital 
platform at their comfort without the need to visit the 
branches physically. 

 
Apply now 

Following the launch of eKYC, the Bank 
launched ‘Apply Now’ - a new feature that makes it 
possible for both Burgan and non-Burgan Bank 
customers to apply for financing, credit cards, and 
new accounts using the Apply Now feature on the 
Burgan Bank mobile application. Rolled out across 
all digital channels, customers no longer need to 
visit branches to submit applications - with pro-
cessing and approval times faster than ever before.  

Commenting on a year of noteworthy milestones, 
Raed Abdullah Al-Haqhaq, Deputy Group Chief 
Executive Officer & CEO - Kuwait at Burgan Bank, 
said: “This year saw the Bank make multiple addi-

tions to its suite of digital 
services and products, 
each designed to address 
the changing needs of our 
customers with the high-
est and most advanced 
level of service.” 

 
Financial literacy 

Underpinning much of 
Burgan Bank’s digital 
transformation in 2022 
has focused on acceler-
ating financial literacy 
across the population as 
part of its contribution to financial inclusion and 
responsible financial management. Burgan Bank’s 
Personal Finance Manager tool (PFM)was an 
important milestone in the Burgan Bank’s financial 
literacy journey. Which is now named Spending.  

Created to advance financial literacy and made 
available on the Burgan App, Spending  promotes 
smarter financial habits by facilitating the manage-
ment of users’ personal finances and the tracking, 
organization and analysis of their expenditures 
anytime and anywhere. 

Reflecting on the impact that Burgan Bank’s dig-
ital innovations have made throughout the year, 
Deniz Devrim Cengiz, Group Chief Digital Banking 
Officer at Burgan Bank, said: “The impact of 
Burgan Bank’s digital transformation on communi-
ties, businesses and individuals is suitably reflected 
in the many awards that the Bank has received - 
and in the historic average rating of 4.65 on iOS 
App Store and Android Play Store in Kuwait. 

Thanks to Apply Now, eKYC and our international 
remittance partnership with Mastercard, Burgan 
Bank has continued to boost participation in the 
digital economy and advanced financial inclusion 
right across the region.” 

Commenting on the widespread popularity of 
the Bank’s new digital banking experiences, Naser 
Mohammed Al-Qaisi, Chief Retail Banking Officer 
at Burgan Bank, said: “2022 was truly a turning 
point for Burgan Bank in its digital evolution and its 
work in bringing the banking experience closer to 
the customer. The launch of so many exciting digi-
tal services in 2022 reflects the integration and 
dynamism of the Bank’s strategy across all channels 
and platforms.” 

It serves to note that Burgan Bank’s strategy 
remains heavily centered around digitalization and 
service innovation, with a concentrated push to 
deliver an ever more seamless and convenient 
experience across every channel and touchpoint.

Burgan Bank closes milestone 2022  
with four Global Finance Awards 

Bank’s mobile app becomes the highest-rated banking app in Kuwait

 

Global stocks end  
week higher ahead  
of CB meetings 

 
NEW YORK: Wall Street stocks finished off a 
positive week on an upbeat note Friday after data 
showed further ebbing of US inflation, while 
European equities wobbled before ending the 
session with meager gains. A benchmark of US 
inflation closely-watched by the Federal Reserve 
showed further moderation in December, accord-
ing to official data. 

The personal consumption expenditures price 
index rose 5.0 percent last month from a year 
ago, a smaller increase than in November but still 
above the Fed’s target rate. Fed policymakers 
have hinted that the central bank could enact a 
quarter-point interest rate hike next week, small-
er than a series of recent increases and enough of 
a shift to raise investor hopes of a policy pivot. 

“There’s certainly a potential for a softish 
landing, or at least it hasn’t been ruled out,” 
said Art Hogan, an analyst at B. Riley Financial. 
The broad-based S&P 500 f inished at 
4,070.56, up 0.3 percent for the day and 2.5 
percent for the week. 

 
‘Goldilocks scenario’  

Central banks spent last year ramping up bor-
rowing costs to battle soaring prices and any sign 
of strength in the economy was taken as a bad 
sign that officials would continue to tighten poli-
cy sharply, threatening companies’ profits. The 
European Central Bank is also holding a mone-
tary policy meeting next week, with analysts 
expecting a 50-basis-point rate increase. 

Concern towards the end of the year focused 
on a possible global recession caused by the 
restrictive policies, with several observers warn-
ing that top economies were likely to suffer a so-
called hard landing. Thursday’s US growth figures 
showed a slowdown in 2022 from the previous 
year but a better-than-expected performance in 
the final months. That was described as a 
“Goldilocks scenario” where the figures are nei-
ther too good nor too bad. 

Yet, there remain lingering jitters of a possible 
downturn. “There being a time lag between inter-
est rate hikes and the effect on the economy, it 
remains difficult to predict how much of the 
Federal Reserve’s actions so far are having the 
desired dampening effect,” noted Interactive 
Investor analyst Richard Hunter. “More pes-
simistic investors are suggesting that the latest 
quarter of growth could be the last before previ-
ous hikes take full effect, potentially pushing the 
economy towards recession this spring,” he said. 

Investors are also keeping a nervous eye on 
earnings season, which has been mixed thus far. 

On Friday, American Express jumped 10.5 per-
cent after its forecast topped analyst expecta-
tions as it pointed to the highest-ever quarterly 
card member spending. But Intel dropped 6.4 
percent after it reported lower profits and pro-
jected a loss in the first quarter of 2023 as it con-
tends with weakening demand and oversupply of 
chips in key markets.  —AFP

Adani: The tycoon  
weathering stock  
market panic 

 
MUMBAI: Indian industrialist Gautam Adani is 
Asia’s richest man, with a business empire spanning 
coal, airports, cement and media now rocked by cor-
porate fraud allegations and a stock market crash. 

But the billionaire-who this week lost $25 billion 
to his net worth and tumbled from third to seventh 
place on Forbes’ global rich list-is one of the busi-
ness world’s great survivors. On New Year’s Day in 
1998, Adani and an associate were reportedly kid-
napped by gunmen demanding $1.5 million in ran-
som, before being later released at an unknown 
location. 

A decade later, he was dining at Mumbai’s Taj 
Mahal Palace hotel when it was besieged by mili-
tants, who killed 160 people in one of India’s worst 
terror attacks. Trapped with hundreds of others, 
Adani reportedly hid in the basement all night before 
he was rescued by security personnel early the next 
morning. “I saw death at a distance of just 15 feet,” 
he said of the experience after his private aircraft 
landed in his hometown Ahmedabad later that day. 

Adani, now 60, differs from his peers among 
India’s mega-rich, many of whom are known for 
throwing lavish birthday and wedding celebrations 
that are later splashed across newspaper gossip 
pages. 

A self-described introvert, he keeps a low profile 
and rarely speaks to the media, often sending lieu-
tenants to front corporate events. “I’m not a social 
person that wants to go to parties,” he told the 
Financial Times in a 2013 interview. Adani was born 
in Ahmedabad to a middle-class family but dropped 
out of school at 16 and moved to financial capital 
Mumbai to find work in the lucrative gems trade. 

After a short stint in his brother’s plastics business, 
he launched the flagship family conglomerate that 
bears his name in 1988 by branching out into the 
export trade. 

His big break came seven years later with a con-
tract to build and operate a commercial shipping 
port in his home state of Gujarat. It grew to become 
India’s largest at a time when most ports were gov-
ernment-owned-the legacy of a sclerotic economic 
planning system that impeded growth for decades 
and was in the process of being dismantled. 

Adani in 2009 expanded into coal, a lucrative 
sector for a country still almost totally dependent on 
fossil fuels to meet its energy needs. However, the 
decision brought international attention as he rose 
rapidly up India’s rich list. 

His purchase the following year of an untapped 
coal basin sparked years of “Stop Adani” protests in 
Australia after dismay at the project’s monumental 
environmental impact. 

Similar controversies plagued his coal projects in 
central India, where forests home to tribal communi-
ties were cut down for mining operations. Adani’s 
$900 million coastal port project in southern Kerala 
state was the site of violent clashes between police 
and a local fishing community demanding a halt to 
construction. 

 
‘Extraordinary growth’  

Adani is seen as an acolyte of Hindu nationalist 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a fellow Gujarat 
native, and has aligned his own business interests with 
those of “nation building”. He has invested in the gov-
ernment’s strategic priorities, in recent years inaugu-
rating a green energy business with ambitious targets. 

Last year he launched and completed a hostile 
takeover of broadcaster NDTV, a television news 
service considered one of the few media outlets 
willing to outwardly criticize India’s leader. Adani 
batted away press freedom fears, but told the 
Financial Times that journalists should have the 
“courage” to say “when the government is doing the 

right thing every day”. 
The billionaire has also 
channelled Modi’s stri-
dent rhetoric when talk-
ing about the historical 
in just ices suffered by 
India during the era of 
British rule. 

“A country, crushed 
and drained by its colo-
nial rulers, today stands 
on the cusp of extraordi-
nary growth,” he told a 
business forum in 
November. 

 
‘Deeply overleveraged’  

But Adani Group’s rapid expansion into capital-
intensive businesses has raised alarms, with Fitch 
subsidiary and market researcher CreditSights 
warning last year it was “deeply overleveraged”. 

This week a bombshell report from US invest-
ment firm Hindenburg Research claimed the con-
glomerate had engaged in a “brazen stock manipula-
tion and accounting fraud scheme over the course of 
decades”. Hindenburg said a pattern of “government 
leniency towards the group” stretching back 
decades had left investors, journalists, citizens and 
politicians unwilling to challenge its conduct “for 
fear of reprisal”. 

Adani Group has lost upwards of $45 billion in 
market cap since the report’s release, and its legal 
chief announced Thursday that it was exploring 
punitive action against Hindenburg in US and 
Indian courts. 

The issues now facing Adani’s empire “strike at 
the heart” of India’s corporate sector and the domi-
nance of family-controlled firms, Global CIO Office 
chief executive Gary Dugan told Bloomberg on 
Friday. “By their very nature they are opaque, and 
global investors have to take on trust the issues of 
corporate governance,” he said.  —AFP

South Africa gets  
$303 million for  
green transition 

 
BRUSSELS: The European Union 
announced Friday it would invest 
more than 280 million euros ($303 
million) in grants in South Africa to 
help the country green its coal-
dependent economy. 

The money will “support policy 
reforms on green recovery, unlock 
green investments and build a knowl-
edge-based transition,” the bloc said 
in a statement. “Together with South 
Africa, we are committed to a decar-
bonisation pathway,” the EU’s top 
diplomat, Josep Borrell, who is in 
Pretoria for talks, said in the state-
ment. Africa has become a renewed 
diplomatic battleground since the 
Ukraine war began, with South Africa 
and other countries on the continent 
aggressively courted by Russia and 
China and the West. 

The EU said the money came as 
part of the bloc’s recently unveiled 
Global Gateway initiative, which is 
in part aimed at countering China’s 
growing influence. South Africa has 
championed compla ints  f rom 
developing nations that too much 
of  the  c l imate  change a id  they 
receive from rich countries comes 
in  the  form of  loans  ins tead of 
grants. Part of the EU funds will go 
towards the greening of municipal 
services and help repurpose coal 
power plants. 

South Africa, one of the world’s 
top 12 largest polluters, generates 
about 80 percent of its electricity 
through coal. The grants add to $8.5 
bil l ion that the continent’s most 
industrialized economy was pledged 
in 2021 by the EU the Britain, France, 
Germany and the United States. US 
Treasury chief Janet Yellen, who was 
also in South Africa on Friday, said 
Washington is contributing more than 
$1-billion under the scheme dubbed 
the Just Energy Transition 
Partnership. 

The US “is firmly committed to this 

engagement,” she said, as she visited 
the eastern Mpumalanga province, 
South Africa’s coal mining hub. 
Recent studies suggest more jobs will 
be created than lost in South Africa 
by going green, but analysts say the 
swap will not be painless. 

“We must demonstrate quickly 
that these coal communities... will not 
be left behind in the context of an 
energy shift that benefits other 
regions,” Yellen said after touring a 
US-funded renewable energy job 
training facility for women. —AFP

PRETORIA, South Africa: United States Secretary of Treasury Janet Yellen (left) attends 
a bilateral meeting with South Africa’s Finance Minister Enoch Godongwana (R) at the 
National Treasury in Pretoria, South Africa on January 26, 2023. —AFP
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South Africa’s  
power cuts not  
sparing the dead 

 
CAPE TOWN: The power crisis that has 
struck South Africa can leave citizens and 
businesses deprived of electricity for 
hours at a time-but few victims are more 

vulnerable than undertakers. 
Mortuary directors are urging the 

bereaved to carry out fast-track funerals 
to avoid decay and ease pressure on 
morgue refrigerators. “The industry is 
seeing a large number of putrefied bod-
ies,” the South African Funeral 
Practit ioners Association (SAFPA) 
declared bluntly this week. 

Burial within four days “is cost-effec-
tive and prevents families from seeing 
their departed ones in a poor state of 

decomposit ion,” i t  said. That could 
require uncomfortable change in a coun-
try where most funerals take place one or 
two weeks after the death-and mourners 
f i le past an open coff in, with the 
deceased on view, on the day of the 
funeral. 

Undertakers ease dependence on the 
state power monopoly Eskom by using 
diesel generators to keep their morgues 
cold. But they are being hit with soaring 
energy bills. “Smaller parlors are battling 

to make ends meet because now the 
majority of their funds are going towards 
dealing with” the outages, said Dududu 
Magano, spokesman for the National 
Funeral Directors’ Association. 

Scheduled blackouts, known as load 
shedding, have burdened Africa’s most 
industrialized economy for over a decade, 
as Eskom’s creaking coal-fired plants 
struggle to meet demand. But the outages 
have reached new extremes over the past 
year, with power sometimes switched off 

up to four times a day, for periods of up 
to four and a half hours. 

Grace Matila, a Johannesburg under-
taker of 10 years, blamed the outages for 
recently causing her refrigerator’s com-
pressor to fail. “The constant on-and-off 
caused it to stop working, but luckily I 
had a back-up compressor. Can you 
imagine what would have happened if I 
didn’t?” she told AFP, saying she would 
have to pass on the higher electricity 
costs to clients. —AFP 



Italian De Sarno
appointed Gucci
creative director
Italian Sabato De Sarno  has been

appointed creative director at Gucci, the
luxury label and parent group Kering

announced on Saturday. De Sarno, who
until now supervised the men’s and
women’s collections at Valentino, will
present his debut runway collection for
Gucci at Milan Women’s Fashion Week

in September. The designer from Naples
succeeds Alessandro Michele, who left
the Italian luxury brand in November after
seven years as creative director.

Called in in 2015 to relaunch sluggish
sales, Michele breathed new life into the
label with daring collections, often very
flowery and playful but did not succeed in
boosting sales with the same vigour as
Gucci’s rivals. De Sarno will lead Gucci’s
Design Studio and will report to the fash-
ion house’s CEO Marco Bizzarri. His role
will be “defining and expressing the
House’s creative vision across the
women’s, men’s, leather goods, acces-
sories and lifestyle collections,” Bizzarri
said.

“I am proud to join a House with such
an extraordinary history and heritage,
that over the years has been able to wel-
come and cherish values I believe in,”
said De Sarno. “I am touched and excited
to contribute my creative vision for the
brand.” De Sarno began his career at
Prada in 2005, then moved to Dolce &
Gabbana before joining Valentino in 2009
where he rose through the ranks to
become fashion director. Francois-Henri
Pinault, chairman and CEO of Kering,
said: “With Sabato De Sarno at the cre-
ative helm, we are confident that the
House will continue both to influence
fashion and culture”. — AFP 
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Brazilian tightrope walker Rafael Bridi
set a new record by walking more
than 500 meters between two build-

ings, more than 100 meters above ground
in Sao Paulo. The 25-minute walk was a
new distance record for urban areas in
the Americas. “I cannot even remember
what I was thinking about,” Bridi told AFP
after his aerial exploit on Wednesday. “I
was concentrating very hard, especially
on my breathing, an effort which comes
from the stomach.” He also had to “main-
tain a relaxed posture so the crossing is a
pleasure and not a huge effort.”

The 35-year-old high-wire specialist
walked 510 meters - about a third of a

mile - along a slackline strung 114 meters
(375 feet) above ground between two tall
buildings in the Vale do Anhangabau
neighborhood in central Sao Paulo. There
was one nervy moment around halfway
across the slackline when Bridi slipped,
but he sat down to regain his balance
before standing up again a few seconds
later and continuing his challenge.

The record-breaking attempt by a man
already recognized by the Guinness Book
of World Records, coincided with the
469th anniversary of Sao Paulo, the
immense megapolis of 12 million people
in southeastern Brazil. “I feel very hon-
ored” and “very welcomed” by locals, said

Bridi. “It’s not just a crossing, it’s a record
for Sao Paulo’s anniversary.” From his
unique vantage point, Bridi said Sao
Paulo was an impressive sight due to
“such a mass of people.” “I looked down, I
saw people in the buildings and waved to
them,” added Bridi.

“After all, men built these buildings so

why not use them in another way.” Bridi,
who is from the southern city of
Florianopolis, is accustomed to spectacu-
lar death-defying feats. In 2021 he walked
between two hot air balloons more than
1,900 meters (6,230 feet) above ground,
breaking another record. In 2020, he
pulled off a world’s first by walking above
an active volcano in Vanuatu. He has
been tackling such gravity-defying chal-
lenges for a decade.

“Every morning I wake up thinking of
highline and at night I go to bed thinking
of highline,” he said. His training routine is
very strict. “I wake up very early, I stretch,
I meditate.” A sports fanatic, he is not

solely dedicated to highline, though, train-
ing only three times a week on a slack-
line. He also runs, surfs, cycles, goes
canoing and rock climbing to “always
keep this body moving.”— AFP

French aristocrat’s
golden dental 
secret revealed
400 years on

Scientists have discovered the
long-buried secret of a 17th-cen-
tury French aristocrat 400 years

after her death: she was using gold wire
to keep her teeth from falling out. The
body of Anne d’Alegre, who died in
1619, was discovered during an archae-
ological excavation at the Chateau de
Laval in northwestern France in 1988.
Embalmed in a lead coffin, her skeleton-
and teeth-were remarkably well pre-
served. At the time the archaeologists
noticed that she had a dental prosthetic,
but they did not have advanced scan-
ning tools to find out more.

Thirty-five years later, a team of
archaeologists and dentists have identi-
fied that d’Alegre suffered from peri-
odontal disease that was loosening her
teeth, according to a study published in
the Journal of Archaeological Science:
Reports this week. A “Cone Beam”
scan, which uses X-rays to build three-
dimensional images, showed that gold
wire had been used to hold together
and tighten several of her teeth. She
also had an artificial tooth made of ivory
from an elephant-not hippopotamus,
which was popular at the time.

But this ornate dental work only
“made the situation worse”, said
Rozenn Colleter, an archaeologist at the
French National Institute for Preventive
Archaeological Research and lead
author of the study. The gold wires
would have needed repeated tightening
over the years, further destabilising the
neighboring teeth, the researchers said.
D’Alegre likely went through the pain for
more than just medical reasons. There
was huge pressure on aristocratic
women at a time when appearance was
seen as related to value and rank in
society.—AFP

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences said Friday it was
launching a review of Oscars cam-

paigning, days after a small indie film sur-
prised industry-watchers with a shock
nomination to Hollywood’s most presti-
gious awards. “To Leslie” had taken just
$27,000 at the box office when star
Andrea Riseborough’s name appeared
on the shortlist of nominees for Best
Actress. Riseborough, who plays a Texas
single mother struggling with alcoholism,
beat out presumed frontrunners Viola
Davis (“The Woman King”) and Danielle
Deadwyler (“Till”). The nod came after an
intense, last-minute social media cam-
paign mounted on her behalf by celebrity
friends including Edward Norton,
Gwyneth Paltrow, and Sarah Paulson.

Movie industry magazine Variety said
the Academy had received multiple calls
and emails in the wake of the nomination,
and there was a raging debate among
moviemakers over whether rules had
been broken. On Friday, the Academy
said it would be examining its processes,
although it did not mention the film by
name. “It is the Academy’s goal to ensure
that the Awards competition is conducted
in a fair and ethical manner, and we are
committed to ensuring an inclusive
awards process,” a statement said.

“We are conducting a review of the
campaign procedures around this year’s
nominees, to ensure that no guidelines
were violated, and to inform us whether
changes to the guidelines may be need-
ed in a new era of social media and digi-
tal communication. “We have confidence
in the integrity of our nomination and vot-
ing procedures, and support genuine
grassroots campaigns for outstanding
performances.” The Oscars are awarded
based on the votes of the 9,500 mem-
bers of the Academy-many of them previ-
ous winners.

Academy membership is divided into
17 branches-actors, directors, producers,
costume designers and so on-with each
branch picking the nominees in their area
of expertise. With around 1,300 members
of the actors’ branch, a nominee in this

category needs just over 200 votes to
make the shortlist. In the months ahead
of the Oscars, which this year will be held
on March 12, billboards in Los Angeles
are plastered with advertisements for
films as studios seek to persuade voting
members.

There are also a host of parties and
events aimed at generating a buzz.
Campaigns are often organized by pro-
fessional companies and generally don’t
come cheap, so are usually the preserve
of large studios. But “To Leslie” was
absent from this circuit. Variety reported
Friday that “Titanic” star Frances Fisher
had posted on social media encouraging
her fellow Academy members to nomi-
nate Riseborough. “To my fellow Actors in
The Academy - According to Pete
Hammond writing for Deadline, Andrea
Riseborough can secure an Oscar nomi-
nation if 218 (out of 1,302) actors in the
Actors Branch nominated her in first posi-
tion for Best Actress,” she wrote on
Instagram, according to Variety. — AFP

‘Love hormone’?
Not so fast, new
study suggests
The “love hormone” oxytocin has

long been thought key to behaviors
including pairing up with a partner

and nurturing offspring, but a new study
in prairie voles is raising doubts. The
research found that voles bred to lack
functioning receptors for oxytocin were
still able to form strong pairs, produce
young and nurse-all behaviors previously
believed to depend on the hormone.

Prairie voles are one of the few mam-
mals that mate for life, and are often used
to study social behaviors like pair-forming
in animals. In past studies, voles given
drugs that stopped oxytocin being
processed no longer formed pairs, and
mothers failed to produce milk for their
young.

Psychiatrist Devanand Manoli and
neurobiologist Nirao Shah produced
genetically altered prairie voles without
working oxytocin receptors, and then
observed how the mutant male and
female voles behaved. To their shock, the
mutant voles appeared to have no diffi-
culty pairing up with non-genetically
altered partners, and mutant females
could still deliver and nurse young, unlike
those in the drug-driven studies.

“We were certainly surprised,” said
Manoli, an assistant professor at the
University of California, San Francisco.
The results suggest that oxytocin is not

the main, or only, driver of activities like
partnering or nursing, he said. “What the
genetics reveals is that there isn’t a ‘sin-
gle point of failure’ for behaviors that are
so critical to the survival of the species,”
he told AFP.

‘Very complex behaviors’ 
That didn’t mean there were no differ-

ences, however. Some male mutant
voles that paired with ordinary female
partners didn’t show the aggression
towards interloping females that would
normally be expected. And while mutant
females produced and nursed litters,
some had fewer pups per litter than their
counterparts, and fewer of their offspring
survived to weaning, the paper published
Friday in the journal Neuron explains.

Pups born to mutant mothers also
tended to weigh less, suggesting that
they were not able to nurse as effectively.
The study only involved pairing of mutant
voles with “wild-type” partners, and the
researchers said pairings with two mutant
partners could produce different results.
Still, as a whole, the findings suggest a
different picture of oxytocin’s role in sev-
eral important behaviors.

That could be because animals bred
without the receptors developed “other
compensatory pathways” that helped
them pair up and nurse, said Shah, a
professor at Stanford University. But the
researchers suggest it likely means
oxytocin is only part of a set of genetic
factors that control social behavior.
“What I think our studies reveal is that
there are multiple pathways that regu-
late these very complex behaviors,”
said Manoli. —AFP

Brazilian highliner Rafael Bridi celebrates
after performing on a slackline 114 meters
high and 510 meters long.

Brazilian highliner Rafael Bridi performs
on a slackline 114 meters high and 510
meters long, crossing the entire Vale do
Anhangabau, as part of the 469th anniver-
sary of the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
— AFP photos 

Brazilian highliner Rafael
Bridi falls off a slackline
114 meters high and 510
meters long while trying to
cross the entire Vale do
Anhangabau.

A handout picture shows a close up picture
and a radiograph of the skull of Anne
d’Alegre, a 17th-century aristocrat. — AFP  

Academy launches probe after 
indie film’s surprise Oscars nod

English actress Andrea Riseborough arrives
for the BAFTA Tea Party at the Four Seasons
Hotel in Los Angeles, California. — AFP 
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French court
orders return 
of Nazi-looted
painting

AParis court on Friday ordered
Christie’s auction house to return
a painting stolen by the Nazis to

the heirs of its owner, a cousin of the
writer Marcel Proust. Occupying Nazi
forces seized “The Penitent Magdalene”

by the Dutch artist Adriaen van der Werff
(1659-1722) in October 1942 from Lionel
Hauser, said the court ruling, seen by
AFP. Hauser, who came from a French
Jewish family, fled to the south of France
after German forces invaded. He was a
distant cousin and confidant of Proust,
author of the 20th-century masterpiece
“In Search of Lost Time”.

The painting’s whereabouts were
largely unknown until 2017, until its own-
er asked when the London-based auc-
tion house to sell it. Christie’s had previ-
ously sold the same work in 2005 for
60,000 pounds ($74,000 at current
exchange rates). This time, it
researched the painting’s provenance
and discovered that it had been part of
Hauser’s collection-and was also listed
on a record of works plundered in
France during the war.

It contacted Hauser’s heirs and pro-
posed splitting the profits of the sale but
the offer was refused, according to
French media reports. The court also
ordered Christie’s to pay the heirs
10,000 euros ($10,900) and reveal the
identity of the painting’s current owner
and its current whereabouts, as well as
its sales record. The case was the latest
in France aimed at restoring artworks
looted by the Nazis to their rightful own-
ers. The Nazis are estimated to have
plundered some 600,000 artworks in
Europe, according to a US congression-
al report. Courts on both sides of the
Atlantic have regularly heard cases
designed to restore items to their original
owners.—AFP

Ugandan court
orders woman to
pay ex for breakup

AUgandan court has ordered a
woman to pay her ex-fiance more
than $2,800 for breaking off their

engagement after he paid for her stud-
ies, saying she caused “inconvenience
and psychological anguish”. According
to court documents seen by AFP, retired
teacher Richard Tumwiine, 64, paid for
Fortunate Kyarikunda’s diploma in law
while the couple were engaged. The
woman-said to be in her early thirties-
subsequently “turned against the plaintiff

saying she cannot marry an old man”.
“Since the promise to marry was not

fulfilled by the defendant to the detriment
of the plaintiff then the plaintiff is entitled
to reimbursement,” Magistrate Charles
Mukobi ruled on Thursday in Kanungu,
western Uganda. The judge said
Kyarikunda had to refund the 9,439,100
Ugandan shill ings ($2,560) that
Tumwiine spent on her studies.

The court also ordered the defen-
dant to pay “one mil l ion shi l l ings
($271) in general damages to the
plaintiff for inconvenience and psycho-
logical anguish,” Mukobi added.
Kyarikunda neither submitted a
defense nor attended proceedings, the
court said. She could not be reached
by AFP for comment. —AFP

A pharaoh statue is on display during a press
conference at the Saqqara archaeological site.

A recently discovered artifact is on display
during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site.

A recently discovered artifact is on display during a press conference at the Saqqara archaeologi-
cal site, where a gold-laced mummy and four tombs including of an ancient king’s “secret keep-
er” were discovered.

Workers stand behind a collection of pharaoh statues during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site.

A collection of pharaoh statues is on display during a press conference at the Saqqara necropolis, where a gold-laced mummy and four tombs
including of an ancient king’s “secret keeper” were discovered, south of Cairo. — AFP photos

Egypt unveiled Thursday a gold-
laced mummy and four tombs,
including of an ancient king’s

“secret keeper”, discovered in the
Saqqara necropolis south of Cairo. The
vast burial site at the ancient Egyptian
capital Memphis, a UNESCO World
Heritage site, is home to more than a
dozen pyramids, animal graves and old
Coptic Christian monasteries.
Archaeologist Zahi Hawass, Egypt’s for-
mer antiquities minister, announced the
latest discovery, dating from the fifth and
sixth dynasties-around the 25th to the
22nd centuries BC-to reporters at the dig
site.

The largest tomb, “decorated with
scenes of daily life,” belonged to a priest,
inspector and supervisor of nobles
named Khnumdjedef, said Hawass. It
was found in the pyramid complex of
Unas, the last king of the fifth dynasty,
who reigned some 4,300 years ago.
Another tomb belonged to Meri, who
according to Hawass served as the
pharaoh’s appointed “secret keeper”, a
priestly title held by a senior palace offi-
cial bestowing the power and authority to
perform special religious rituals.

A third tomb belonged to a priest in
pharaoh Pepi I’s pyramid complex, and
the fourth to a judge and writer named
Fetek, Hawass added. Fetek’s tomb
included a collection of “the largest stat-
ues” ever found in the area, Mostafa
Waziri, head of Egypt’s Supreme Council
of Antiquities, told reporters. Down a 15-
metre shaft, the expedition also found a
large limestone sarcophagus that had

remained sealed “just as the ancient
Egyptians left it 4,300 years ago”,
Hawass said.

Inside was a mummy featuring “gold-
leaf covering” that belonged to a man
named Hekashepes, according to
Hawass, who described it as one of the
oldest and most complete non-royal
mummies ever found in the country.
Egypt has unveiled many major archae-
ological discoveries in recent years.

Critics say the flurry of excavations
has prioritized finds shown to grab
media attention over hard academic
research. But the discoveries have been
a key component of Egypt’s attempts to
revive its vital tourism industry after

years of political unrest, as well as after
the Covid pandemic.

The government’s plans-the crowning
jewel of which is the long-delayed inau-
guration of the Grand Egyptian Museum
at the foot of the pyramids in Giza-aim to
draw in 30 million tourists a year by
2028, up from 13 million before the pan-
demic. The country of 104 million inhabi-
tants is suffering from a severe econom-
ic crisis. According to official figures,
Egypt’s tourism industry accounts for 10
percent of GDP and some two million
jobs. — AFP

Egypt unveils ancient ‘secret 
keeper’ tomb, golden mummy

A recently discovered artifact is on display
during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site. These pictures show views inside the recently discovered tomb at the Saqqara archaeological site, south of Cairo. 

Artifacts are displayed at the Saqqara archae-
ological site.

A picture shows a view inside the recently dis-
covered tomb at the Saqqara archaeological
site, south of Cairo. Egyptian workers attend a press conference at the Saqqara archaeological site.
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These pictures show members of the all-female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band performing on stage in front of an audience at a festival in Jakarta. — AFP photos 

At a packed festival in central
Jakarta, hijab-clad sexagenarian
singer Rien Djamain bursts into an

upbeat track about nuclear destruction to
a crowd of thousands, mostly young
Indonesians. Behind the frontwoman of
the all-female Nasida Ria band are her
fellow musicians, dressed in silver and
black sequined dresses, backing up her
velvety vocals with bongos, violins, man-
dolins, bamboo flutes and tambourines.
“O cursed creator of the nuclear bomb,
why do you invite the day of judgment?”
she sang on the track “Bom Nuklir”.

Young concert-goers swung from side
to side during the macabre ditty, shouting
“mother!” at their favorite band members.
Originally formed 47 years ago as a
Koran recital group, the band now num-
bers a dozen performers, fusing Arabic
and traditional Indonesian dangdut
music, which was once thought tacky and
dated in cosmopolitan circles. Their
humorous Islamic pop tunes about seri-
ous themes, such as justice and human
rights, have caught on with social media-
obsessed young people looking for some
levity in their playlists.

Riding the wave of Indonesia’s
increasingly vibrant music scene, the
band’s droll lyrics have gained them a
certain notoriety. Their songs are laden
with similes and metaphors, comparing
womanizers to “seditious bats” or

describing how “monkeys like to carry
rifles, humans like to show nipples”.
Twenty-three-year-old Fathul Amin said
he thinks the band is “more than just
cool”. “Why? Because all of the members
are women who can play more than three
musical instruments,” he said.

Screen grabs of Nasida Ria’s expres-
sive words have been widely shared as
memes, forging a connection between
the band and the younger generation.
“That is how youths communicate nowa-
days, and that is OK. More importantly, it
shows that our messages through the

songs are well accepted,” Djamain told
AFP. “I am grateful that despite the most-
ly old members, Nasida Ria is still loved
by the youths. That our music is still
enjoyable to them.”

‘Guilty pleasure’ 
Music consumption in Indonesia is

evolving, experts say, with listeners
adding combinations of genres that
include more traditional sounds-such as
dangdut with Javanese lyrics or reggae-
pop sung in eastern Indonesian dialects-
to their Western favorites. That growing
trend has made Nasida Ria more rele-
vant than ever, according to music jour-
nalist Shindu Alpito. “The younger gener-
ations tend to celebrate music with a
sense of humor. They are attracted not
only to the musical aesthetics but also
musical comedy,” he told AFP.

Dangdut music has been increasing in
popularity, with acts now playing at festi-
vals across Indonesia, performing for
young audiences alongside rock bands,
in addition to gigs for their usual crowds
in smaller villages. “A lot of youths in...
Jakarta are re-embracing local music.
Now, these types of music are what they
call a guilty pleasure,” Alpito said. “Islamic
songs are usually serious, with lyrics
carefully quoting Islamic teachings.
However, Nasida Ria have charmed
broader society through a language style

that is easy to understand and amusing.”

YouTube surge 
The group capitalized on the demand

for entertainment while the world was
stuck indoors and concert venues were
closed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nasida Ria’s youngest member, 27-year-
old Nazla Zain, attributes their success to
modern technology allowing people from
all backgrounds to be exposed to their
music. “We are keeping up with the trend
by using YouTube and other music appli-
cations,” she said. “So now youths with
mobile phones can listen to our songs.

That might be a reason why they like us.”
They have seen their YouTube subscriber
count surge six-fold since March 2020 to
nearly 500,000.

They also boast nearly 50,000 listen-
ers every month on streaming platform
Spotify and 38,000 followers on
Instagram. “They are so cool as they still
perform at a not-so-young age,” said 32-
year-old metal and punk fan Ricky
Prasetyo. “No wonder many people call
them the indie mothers.”— AFP

This picture shows members of the audience watching a big screen showing members of the
all-female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band performing on stage at a festival in Jakarta.

These handout pictures show a joey emerging from the pouch of its mother, a Goodfellow’s tree
kangaroo named Kitawa. — AFP photos

This picture shows Makhi, a member of the all-
female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band, performing
on stage in front of an audience at a festival in
Jakarta.

Conservationists at a UK zoo have
captured the moment a rare tree
kangaroo popped out of its moth-

er ’s pouch for the first time, part of
research aimed at helping the endan-
gered species survive in the wild. The
elusive Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo is
much smaller than the better known
Australian kangaroo species. It is native
to the mountainous rainforests of Papua
New Guinea, where they are under threat
from hunting and habitat destruction. The
species lives high up in trees and has lost
more than half its population in the past
30 years.

Dave White, team manager of Chester
Zoo in northwestern England, said they
had documented the marsupial’s growth
using a special endoscope carefully
placed into the mother’s pouch every few
weeks since it was born last July. “By
having these endangered species in our
care we can learn so much about them
and this sort of information that we are
gathering is a small part preserving them
in the wild,” he told AFP.

Since little is known about their devel-
opment, scientists hope capturing the
process on camera will improve conser-
vation practices and help other similar

species in southeast Asia survive in the
wild. Tree kangaroos have one of the
“most complex birthing processes in the
animal kingdom”, said White. It involves
the youngster being born incredibly
underdeveloped and instinctively follow-
ing a path of fur, which has been licked
by the mother, that leads to the pouch.

Once inside the pouch, the young kan-
garoo latches on to teats for nutrition.
Then, slowly, it grows from the size of a
jellybean, developing back legs and fur,
until “around six months later it starts to
open its eyes and pop its head out”, he
said. Over the coming days and weeks,

Chester’s new baby kangaroo, is expect-
ed to fully emerge from its mother’s
pouch and begin learning to hop and
climb trees, White added. It is not yet
named, but thought to be male. The
Goodfellow tree kangaroo is one of 14
species of tree kangaroo. The others are
found in the lowland and mountainous
forests of Indonesia, the far north of
Queensland, Australia and also in Papua
New Guinea.—AFP 

India to get more
than 100 cheetahs
from S Africa
South Africa said Thursday that it had

reached a deal to transfer more than
100 cheetahs to India as part of an

ambitious project to reintroduce the spot-
ted cats in the south Asian country. The
environment ministry said an initial batch
of 12 cheetahs would be flown to India
next month, after eight cheetahs arrived
from Namibia last September. “The plan is
to translocate a further 12 annually for the
next eight to 10 years” to help establish a
“viable and secure cheetah population,”
the ministry said in a statement.

India was once home to the Asiatic
cheetah but the animal was declared
extinct there by 1952, primarily because of
habitat loss and deaths at the hands of

hunters seeking their distinctive spotted
hides. Efforts to reintroduce the animals
gathered pace in 2020 when India’s
Supreme Court ruled that African chee-

tahs, a different subspecies, could be
brought into the country at a “carefully
chosen location” on an experimental
basis.

Negotiations for the deal with South
Africa were long in the making, with the
first cheetahs initially expected to be flown
to India last August. They have been living
in quarantine in the meantime. “The chee-
tahs in quarantine... are all still doing well,”
said Adrian Tordiffe, a veterinary wildlife
specialist at the University of Pretoria who
is involved in the project.

Officials said the previous transfer from
Namibia marked the first intercontinental
relocation of cheetahs, the planet’s fastest
land animal. The Namibian specimens
were released at Kuno National Park, a
wildlife sanctuary 320 kilometers (200
miles) south of New Delhi, selected for its
abundant prey and grasslands.— AFP 

France minister
‘shocked’ after
train runs over cat

France’s Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said Friday he was
“particularly shocked” after a

train departing a busy Paris station
appeared to deliberately run over a
domestic cat. He spoke after an ani-
mal rights group this week filed a
complaint against national railway
operator SNCF over the pet’s death at
the Montparnasse station on January
2. Passengers Georgia and her 15-
year-old daughter Melaina said their
pet Neko escaped from its travel bag
and disappeared under a high-speed
train as they prepared to travel to
Bordeaux.

After 20 minutes of trying to per-
suade staff to rescue it, the train
departed, killing the cat. “We saw him
sliced in half,” Melaina told animal
rights association 30 Million Friends.
“They told us it wasn’t their problem,
that it was just a cat and that we
should have had it on a leash.”
Afterwards, the train company
offered them a free t icket to
Bordeaux, they said.

30 Million Friends said it had filed a
complaint for “grave abuse and cruel-
ty that led to the death of an animal”.
That could lead to a fine of up to
75,000 euros (more than $80,000)
and a five-year jail sentence if the
case goes to court. Starting the train
was “a deliberate act... an informed
decision-and that is criminally repre-
hensible,” the group’s lawyer Xavier
Bacquet told BFMTV.

SNCF said it regretted the “tragic”
incident, but that descending onto the
tracks was strictly forbidden due to
the risk of electrocution. Darmanin on
Friday said he was “particularly
shocked by the way SNCF unfortu-
nately managed the terrible affair”.
“The investigation will determine who
is criminally responsible,” he told
BFMTV.

Darmanin announced that police
officers in 4,000 stations across the
country would be trained to respond
to animal trafficking and abuse. 30
Mill ion Friends welcomed the
announcement. But it must “impera-
tively come with proper awareness
raising among magistrates and adapt-
ed penal repression,” it said. — AFP 
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‘Spin shock’ as New Zealand 
down India in T20 opener

RANCHI, India: Opener Devon Conway and 
Daryl Mitchell hit quickfire fifties to set up a con-
vincing 21-run victory for New Zealand in the first 
T20 international against India on Friday. Left-
hander Conway made 52 off 35 balls and Mitchell 
smashed an unbeaten 59 as the Kiwis posted 176-
6 after being invited to bat first in Ranchi. 

New Zealand, who suffered a 3-0 whitewash 
in the one-day internationals, restricted the 
hosts to 155-9 and took a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series. Skipper Mitchell Santner stood 
out with figures of 2-11 with his left-arm spin 
while fellow spinner Michael Bracewell and fast 
bowler Lockie Ferguson also took two wickets 
each. “I think it was a bit of a shock, how much 
it spun in the second innings,” said Santner. 
“After lots of runs in the ODI series, it was nice 
to see the ball turn.” 

The Black Caps started strongly after being 
invited to bat first, with Finn Allen striking four 
fours and two s ixes in  a  br isk 35. Spinner 
Washington Sundar cut short Allen’s stay as the 
batsman mistimed a hit to deep mid-wicket, and 
struck again in the over to get Mark Chapman 
caught and bowled for nought. Conway took his 
time before he changed gears and smashed tear-
away quick Umran Malik for two fours and a six 
in the eighth over. 

Conway kept  up the charge with Glenn 
Phillips as the pair put on 60 before left-arm 
wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav broke through with 
the wicket of Phillips for 17. Conway raised his 

fifty in 31 balls and found another attacking part-
ner in Mitchell, who hit five sixes in his 30-ball 
blitz, as they added 36 for the fourth wicket. 

 
‘Turned and bounced’ 

Left-arm pace bowler Arshdeep Singh finally 
got Conway out in the 18th over, but was then 
hammered for three sixes and a four by Mitchell 
in a 27-run final over. “It was nice to contribute 
to the score and then I think the boys bowled 
really well,” said man of the match Mitchell. “I 
think Devon batted well and allowed us to build.” 

In reply, India lost their top three batsmen 
with just 15 on the board in 3.1 overs with off-
spinner Bracewell striking first as he bowled the 
left-handed Ishan Kishan for four. Two more 
wickets in the next two overs put India in trouble 
before Suryakumar Yadav (47)  and Hardik 
Pandya (21) put the chase back on track in a 
partnership of 68. 

Suryakumar, a T20 sensation for his all-round 
hitting, started with a flurry of boundaries but 
the  pa i r  p layed wi th  a  mix  of  caut ion  and 
aggression. Suryakumar clubbed six fours and 
two sixes in his 47, before he mistimed a shot to 
long-on off leg-spinner Ish Sodhi. Pandya fell in 
the next over to Bracewell as the wheels came 
off the chase. 

Sundar survived three dropped catches to hit 
50 off 28 balls but found little support from the 
other end. “No one thought this wicket would 
play like that, both teams got surprised but New 

Zealand played better cricket,” said India skipper 
Pandya. “The new ball was turning more than the 
old ball. The way it turned and bounced sur-

prised us but till me and Surya were batting, we 
thought we would pull it off.” The second match 
is on Sunday in Lucknow.  —AFP

RANCHI: India’s Suryakumar Yadav watches the ball after playing a shot during the first Twenty20 international cricket 
match between India and New Zealand at the Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium on Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

 

Shiffrin nails 85th 
World Cup win 

 
SPINDLERUV MLYN, Czech Republic: 
Mikaela Shiffrin scooped up her 85th World 
Cup success on Saturday to leave the US ski 
sensation just one shy of the overall wins 
record held by Ingemar Stenmark. Forging 
into the lead in the first leg of the slalom at 
Spindleruv Mlyn Shiffrin nailed the second 
leg to beat German Lena Duerr by over half 
a second. 

The Colorado-born ski star is in such irre-
pressible form she will be favoured to draw 
level with Swedish icon Stenmark’s tally that 
has stood for over 30 years in Sunday’s second 
slalom at the Czech ski resort. Shiffrin arrived 
at Spindleruv Mlyn on the back of two giant 
slalom wins in the space of 24 hours this week 
in Kronplatz. 

That quick-fire double in Italy pushed the 
27-year-old ski phenomenon to within touching 
distance of the overall wins record of 86 held by 
Stenmark. Tuesday’s 83rd success had given her 
the women’s record for most wins on the elite 
circuit she had shared with retired fellow 
American Lindsey Vonn. With another slalom 
scheduled at Spindleruv Mlyn on Sunday she 
could well draw level with Swedish icon 
Stenmark before the weekend is out. —AFP 

Fast and furious 
S Africa triumph 
as England collapse 

 
BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa: Fast bowlers 
Sisanda Magala, Anrich Nortje and Kagiso Rabada 
earned South Africa a dramatic 27-run win in the first 
one-day international against England at the 
Mangaung Oval in Bloemfontein on Friday. England 
seemed headed for a comfortable win as Jason Roy 
and Dawid Malan put on 146 for the first wicket inside 
the first 20 overs of England’s reply to South Africa’s 
298 for seven. Roy went on to score a thrilling 113 off 91 
balls but the rest of the batting collapsed. 

Magala made the crucial breakthrough when Malan 
mistimed an attempted pull against a short-pitched ball 
and was caught for 59. He followed up by trapping 
debutant Harry Brook leg before wicket for nought. 
Magala took three for 46 and was named man of the 
match, while Nortje (four for 62) and Rabada (two for 
46) were irresistible as the match reached a climax. 
Five of the wickets fell to short-pitched bowling. “The 
pitch was a bit two-paced and it made the bouncers 
effective,” said Magala. 

England captain Jos Buttler said he was disappoint-
ed that his side had not maintained the aggressive 
intent shown by Roy and Malan. “South Africa came 

back really well but I thought we could have kept try-
ing to take it on and put pressure on them,” he said. 
Although he finished on the losing side, Roy gave an 
emphatic answer to critics who have questioned his 
place in the team after a poor run of form since he 
helped England win the World Cup in 2019. He had 
made only one century since the World Cup, against 
second-tier Netherlands, and his previous eight innings 
had yielded only 160 runs with a highest score of 43. 

 
Archer expensive 

But Roy was in dominant form from the start of his 
innings, reaching his fifty off 45 balls and his century 
off 79 deliveries. He hit 11 fours and four sixes. Rassie 
van der Dussen hit a contrasting century to enable 
South Africa to post a challenging total. Van der 
Dussen made 111 off 117 balls, hitting only six bound-
aries. He held the innings together as England’s 
bowlers came back strongly after an opening stand of 
61 off 52 balls between Quinton de Kock and captain 
Temba Bavuma. 

England fast bowler Jofra Archer was expensive in 
his first one-day international since September 2020, 
taking one for 81 in ten overs. But the rest of the 
England bowlers made the batsmen work hard for their 
runs on a slow pitch. South Africa’s total was only 12 
runs higher than the average first innings total on a 
ground known for high scoring. 

Left-armer Sam Curran took three for 35 in nine 
overs, mixing up his pace and making good use of the 
bouncer - a formula which later worked well for the 

South Africans. The three-match series is part of the 
World Cup Super League and the win was a boost for 
South Africa, who have yet to earn automatic qualifica-
tion for the World Cup in India later this year. Bavuma 
said South Africa had gone into the series determined 
to play good cricket, whether or not they qualified for 
the World Cup. “We’re happy with the way we went 
about our business but obviously we need the points,” 
he said.  —AFP

BLOEMFONTEIN: South Africa’s Anrich Nortje delivers a ball 
during the first one day international (ODI) cricket match 
between South Africa and England at Mangaung Oval on 
Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

Organizers, riders 
hail success of 
cycling initiative 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Chairwoman of the Gulf Cycling Initiative 
Sarah Al-Hubail said the second edition of the initiative to 
be held in 2024 will include several countries and will 
conclude in Bahrain. She spoke at the end of the third and 
final stage of the initiative in Fintas last night. The initia-
tive was held over three days under the theme “March of 
Gratitude”, as 90 athletes from 11 countries participated 
and covered over 200 km. 

Hubail lauded the support of the interior ministry 
which contributed to the event’s success. “We were 
happy with the organization of the initiative, during 
which we did not have any injury or accident, while 
each team presented its humanitarian message in the 
best way possible,” she said, hoping the next edition 
will add to the success, especially since its activities 
will be held in several Gulf countries. 

Head of the American Women’s Society Pamela 
Khuraibet said the initiative was a success and lauded the 
efforts of the organizing committee. “My message is to 
become more active in sports, as health comes first and 

we must have a sports hobby to maintain our health,” she 
said. She said it is not necessary to cover the entire dis-
tance during the initiative, as each participant knows their 
abilities, and the most important thing is to participate. 

Participant from Saudi Arabia Saad Al-Hunaidi was 
pleased with his participation. He said this is not the first 
time he has participated, as he participated in the 2019 
event too. He said the atmosphere was encouraging and 
enthusiastic and called for cooperation among partici-
pants. He said he did not face any problem in covering 
more than 200 km in three days, adding “sports for me is 

a way of life” and that he practices every day. Bahrain’s 
Saqer Al-Kawari said the three stages were a personal 
challenge for each participant, and were completed by 
the majority of participants. Abdallah Al-Bawardi from 
Saudi Arabia said he participated in several European 
events covering a total of 900 km, and did not face any 
problem in the “March of Gratitude”. Lebanon’s Iman Al-
Charief lauded the role of Hubail in holding the initiative. 
She said she enjoyed participating and representing the 
women’s league in this initiative, hoping for more 
women’s participation in the future.

Women’s fencing 
success hailed 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Head of the women’s committee at Kuwait 
Fencing Association Loulua Al-Ayoub said the achieve-
ment made by Kuwait’s women team during the Arab 
Fencing Championship in Bahrain was due to hard and 
well-planned work over many years, coupled with sup-
port from the board of directors and Chairman Abdullah 
Al-Waalan, and cooperation between the association’s 
technical committee lead by Abdelkareem Al-Shamlan 
and coach Diego from Italy. 

Ayoub said the women team is in a training camp in 
Jordan that will continue until Feb 5 to prepare for the 
Asian Fencing Championship in March. She said the 
Arab Championship was highly competitive on the 
women’s side as the best Arab teams participated. She 
added the bronze medal that was won by fencers Al-
Anoud Al-Hazeem, Suhad Al-Naqeeb, Nour Al-Saeed 
and Fouz Al-Refae came after hard efforts and high 
spirit during the championship, despite their young age 
compared to other teams.

SPINDLERUV MLYN, Czech Republic: US’ Mikaela 
Shiffrin competes during the first run of the women’s 
slalom competition of the FIS Ski World Cup on Jan 
28, 2023.  —AFP

Levito captures 
US women’s 
figure skating title 

 
SAN FRANCISCO: 
World junior champion 
Isabeau Levito cement-
ed her rising star status 
on Friday, topping the 
free skate to win the US 
Figure Skating women’s 
title in San Jose, 
California. The 15-year-
old had led veteran 
Bradie Tennell by just 
two-hundredths of a 
point after Thursday’s 
short program, but she 
was more than 10 points 
clear with a lustrous final 
free skate to lift the title with a total of 223.33 points. 

Tennell, who was sidelined for more than a year in 
2021 and 2022 with foot and ankle injuries, put a hand 
down on one triple jump but did enough to take silver 
ahead of Amber Glenn. Glenn nailed the only triple axel 
of the night to move up from fourth after the short pro-
gram to finish third with 207.44 points. Another reign-
ing junior champion was on top of the men’s competi-
tion after “Quadgod” Ilia Malinin seized control with a 
short program that featured a quadruple lutz in combi-
nation and a quadruple toe loop. —AFP 

Isabeau Levito
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MANCHESTER: Mikel Arteta said Arsenal need 
to learn to be ruthless against Manchester City 
after Nathan Ake’s goal earned Pep Guardiola’s men 
a 1-0 win in the FA Cup fourth round on Friday. The 
sides will meet twice more in the next three months 
in the Premier League with the title on the line. 
Arsenal lead City by five points at the top of the 
table and Arteta believes the Gunners have to put 
the defending English champions to the sword 
when they have the chance. 

The Arsenal boss showed a first league title in 19 
years is his priority by making six changes with 
Martin Odegaard and Gabriel Martinelli among 
those left on the bench. But the visitors still had 
chances early on as Takehiro Tomiyasu and 
Leandro Trossard on his full debut forced Stefan 
Ortega into flying saves. “Really disappointed. I 
think we could have got much more out of the 
game,” said Arteta. 

“We had big situations in the game and we didn’t 
put them away. In the big moments, in big matches 
you have the make the difference. That is how you 
win these games.” City were also far from their 
free-flowing best with Erling Haaland often man-
handled by Rob Holding before the break. The 
Norwegian saw an ambitious overhead kick from 

long range cleared by Tomiyasu with Arsenal goal-
keeper Matt Turner stranded before Kevin De 
Bruyne curled City’s best effort of the first half inch-
es wide. 

Guardiola had made just one outfield change 
from City’s 3-0 win over Wolves. However, it was 
his one of his substitutes, Julian Alvarez, that 
brought a lacklustre second half to life 26 minutes 
from time. The Argentine’s long-range effort can-
noned back off the post and from the rebound Jack 
Grealish’s pass picked out Ake, who curled into the 
far corner. “It was the first one I ever scored with 
my right foot so pleased with that,” said Ake. 

Arteta responded by throwing on Martinelli, 
Odegaard and Oleksandr Zinchenko. The visitors 
nearly hit back immediately as only a brilliant clear-
ance from Aymeric Laporte denied Eddie Nketiah a 
tap in. But Arsenal failed to create another chance 
to equalise as City laid down a marker on the chal-
lengers to their crown as the dominant force in 
English football. “A tight game against a really diffi-
cult opponent and we won it,” said Guardiola, who 
had billed the clash as a barometer of whether his 
side could reel in Arsenal in the title race. The sides 
meet again at the Emirates on February 15 before a 
rematch at the Etihad on April 26.  —AFP

Ake strike lays down Man 
City marker on Arsenal

 

Brazil open door 
to breaking foreign 
coach taboo 

 
SAO PAULO: More than two decades since their last 
World Cup triumph and without a local consensus pick, 
Brazil are considering breaking an unwritten taboo: hir-
ing a foreign coach. After six years in the job, Tite left the 
Brazil post last month following the Selecao’s World Cup 
quarterfinal exit against Croatia. Despite knowing for 
some time before the Qatar showpiece that Tite was 
leaving, Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) president 
Ednaldo Rodrigues still has not found a replacement. 

Now he is widening his search. “We have no nation-
ality prejudices,” he said on Jan 17. “We want it to be a 
respected coach who can bring a level of play worthy of 
the athletes. We want to do what Brazil have always 
tried to do: to be very attacking.” Apart from England, 
who hired Swede Sven Goran Eriksen and Fabio 
Capello of Italy in the 2000s, almost no other major 
footballing nation has had a foreign coach in decades. 

Brazil’s World Cup drought - stretching back to their 
dazzling triumph in 2002 with a three-pronged attack 
comprised of Ronaldo, Ronaldinho and Rivaldo - has 
forced the record five-time world champions to cast the 
net farther afield. There are potential Brazilian candi-
dates, but none have garnered widespread support. 
“We have good quality, but before we used to produce 
more coaches than now,” Luiz Felipe Scolari, the 2002 
title-winning coach, said recently. “The new generation 
... haven’t won enough trophies.” 

Brazilian press have been proposing numerous pos-
sible candidates. Spaniards Pep Guardiola and Luis 
Enrique, Italy’s Carlo Ancelotti, Frenchman Zinedine 
Zidane, Jose Mourinho of Portugal and even Argentines 
Marcelo Gallardo and Mauricio Pochettino. Manchester 
City’s Guardiola and Ancelotti of Real Madrid have both 
ruled themselves out, although the Spaniard did say a 
couple of years ago that he fancied leading a national 
team when he leaves the English champions. 

“Since the end of last year I think I’ve heard 26 
names. We will go after some of them,” said Rodrigues, 
who hopes to have the new man in place by March. But 
it is not easy hiring a world class coach when top 
European clubs can pay such inflated wages and offer 
the chance to compete for the Champions League or 
national titles. It is also not easy to convince the Brazilian 
fans to accept a “gringo” in charge of the Selecao. 

A poll in December found 48 percent were against 
the idea, with only 41 percent in favor. The rejection rate 
was at least lower than in previous such polls. “In Brazil 
there is one idea: we have the best football in the world, 
so we don’t need a foreign coach telling us how to play,” 
historian and editor of sports website Ludopedio, 
Victor Figols, told AFP. “Us, who know how to develop 
great players, who in part created dribbling, the way to 
play the beautiful game.” 

 
Local candidates 

Brazil did once have foreign coaches, although their 
reigns were fleeting. Uruguayan Ramon Platero held the 
position in 1925, Portugal’s Jorge Gomes de Lima 
coached the Selecao alongside Brazilian Flavio Costa in 
1944, and Argentina’s Filpo Nunez had a brief stint in 
1965. But foreigners were discarded once Brazil, using 
homegrown coaches, consolidated itself as a world 
football power. 

Quite the opposite occurred as coaches such as 
Scolari, Vanderlei Luxemburgo, Carlos Alberto 
Parreira, Ricardo Gomes and Zico took charge of oth-
er national teams. “An image was built throughout his-
tory that since we develop great players, we also 
develop great coaches, but it’s not true,” said Figols. 
“If we look at the FIFA rankings, Brazilian coaches are 
not even in the top 10.” 

There are some local candidates who are popular 
among the press, such as Dorival Junior, who won the 
2022 Copa Libertadores with Flamengo, or Fernando 
Diniz of Fluminense, Gremio’s Renato Portaluppi and 
Mano Menezes of Internacional. But none of them have 
a comparable resume to Tite’s before he took over the 
Brazil role. With Corinthians, Tite won the Copa 
Libertadores, two Brazilian titles and the Club World 
Cup in a five-year period. “We need to improve the lev-
el of those that live here regardless of whether we hire a 
foreigner or a Brazilian,” Paulo Vinicius Coelho, author 
of the “Brazilian Football School” book, wrote in the 
Folha de Sao Paulo newspaper. “Guardiola won’t come. 
But that doesn’t prevent Brazil from ... developing our 
own Pep Guardiola within a few years, as we once 
developed Zagallo and Tele Santana,” he added.  —AFP

Copa America to be 
held in US in 2024 

 
MIAMI: South America’s top national team competition, 
the Copa America, will be held in the United States in 
2024 and feature 10 teams from South America’s CON-
MEBOL and six teams from the CONCACAF region. 
CONCACAF, the confederation for North and Central 
America and the Caribbean, said the tournament would 
be co-organized by both organizations. 

The announcement is part of a series of new collabo-
rations between the North and South American confed-
erations including club and women’s team joint competi-
tions. CONMEBOL president Alejandro Dominguez said 
the two organizations wanted to see “more and better 
competitions and for football and its values to grow and 
strengthen throughout the hemisphere. Without a doubt, 
both confederations believe in big, and we will work with 
this orientation”. 

Three CONCACAF nations, the United States, 
Mexico and Canada, are jointly hosting the 2026 World 
Cup and holding a 16-team tournament two years prior 
is seen as the perfect appetizer for fans and test for 
organizing bodies. The Copa America in 2024 also 
ensure that the three host nations, who qualify auto-
matically for the expanded 48-team World Cup will 
have additional competitive games in preparation. 

The United States previously hosted a special cen-
tenary Copa America edition in 2016 also featuring 
CONCACAF teams. The six CONCACAF national 
teams will have to qualify for the Copa America 
through the 2023/24 CONCACAF Nations League 
competition. The 2024 Copa America was originally 
expected to be hosted by Ecuador but they opted 
against taking on the tournament. 

CONCACAF also said that in 2024 it would organize 
a ‘Final Four’ style competition featuring the top four 

club teams from the two regions. The four participating 
clubs, two from each confederation, will qualify through 
existing CONMEBOL and CONCACAF club competi-
tions. There will also be new collaboration in women’s 
football with CONCACAF inviting the four best teams 
from South America to play in the new CONCACAF W 
Gold Cup in 2024. 

That tournament will also be held in the United 
States and will feature Brazil, Colombia, Argentina and 

Paraguay. “This is a partnership to support the ongo-
ing growth of men’s and women’s football in CONCA-
CAF and CONMEBOL, and will truly be of mutual 
benefit to both Confederations,” said Victor 
Montagliani, president of CONCACAF. “Working 
hand in hand with CONMEBOL, we will deliver elite 
competitions that will provide more opportunities for 
our federations, and that we know passionate fans 
want to see,” he added.  —AFP

Mahious match 
winner again as 
Algeria reach semis 

 
ALGIERS: Aymen Mahious scored his third winning 
goal of the African Nations Championship to take 
hosts Algeria into the semi-finals with a last-gasp 1-0 
win over the Ivory Coast on Friday. The referee ini-
tially ignored added-time appeals for a foul, but 
changed his decision to a penalty after reviewing the 
incident on the VAR pitchside monitor. 

Mahious, scorer of the only goals in group victo-
ries over Libya and Ethiopia, calmly slotted the 96th-

minute spot-kick into the corner of the net while 
goalkeeper Ayayi Folly barely moved. A solitary goal 
always seemed likely to settle a close, physical 
encounter before a near-capacity crowd at the 
40,000-seat Stade Nelson Mandela in Algiers. Clear-
cut scoring chances were scarce with Mahious the 
focal point of many Algerian attacks in the second half 
of the first quarter-final. 

Both sides were reduced to 10 men in an opening 
half that kept the impressive Mauritanian referee on 
his toes. Algeria goalkeeper Alexis Guendouz was first 
to be dismissed when he charged out of his penalty 
area on 20 minutes and handled the ball after fouling 
Sankara Karamoko. The numerical advantage enjoyed 
by the Ivorians lasted only 14 minutes, however, 
before Kouassi Attohoula was red-carded following a 
tackle that left Mokhtar Belkhiter wincing with pain. 

After four matches in the capital, Algeria will travel 
west to Oran, the second largest city, for a semi-final 
showdown with Ghana or Niger on Tuesday. 
Appearing for only the second time in a tournament 
restricted to footballers playing in their country of 
birth, Algeria hope to improve on a fourth-place finish 
in Sudan 12 years ago. 

Hosts have traditionally struggled in the CHAN 
with 2018 winners Morocco the only one of six cham-
pions who maximized home advantage. In Annaba, 
Senegal, involved in the finals for the first time since 
2011, edged west African neighbors Mauritania 1-0 in 
another quarter-final decided by a penalty. A shirt-
pulling incident offered an opportunity for the 
Senegalese to go ahead on 34 minutes and they took 
it with teenager Lamine Camara firing past goalkeep-
er Namori Diaw.  —AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this file photo taken on July 10, 2021, Argentina’s Lionel Messi kisses the trophy after winning the 
2021 Copa America against Brazil at Maracana Stadium.  —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland challenges Arsenal’s French defender William Saliba 
and Japanese defender Takehiro Tomiyasu at Etihad Stadium on Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

Szoboszlai double 
helps Leipzig close 
gap on Bayern 

 
BERLIN: Dominik Szoboszlai scored twice as RB 
Leipzig beat Stuttgart 2-1 on Friday to move within one 
point of Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich. Marco 
Rose’s men climbed to second in the table after extend-
ing their unbeaten run to 16 matches in all competitions. 
Two straight draws for Bayern, including against 
Leipzig, since the restart of the Bundesliga following the 
winter break have slowed their march towards an 11th 
successive title. 

“It feels good, we’re in a really good place,” Leipzig 
right-back Benjamin Henrichs told DAZN. “We haven’t 
lost for a very long time and that speaks volumes. It’s 
important to take the points in games like this and keep 
at it.” Leipzig took the lead in the 25th minute at the Red 
Bull Arena as Szoboszlai’s powerful 35-yard free-kick 
bounced past visiting goalkeeper Florian Muller. 

The Hungarian winger had previously scored only one 
league goal this season but he found the net again shortly 
after half-time. There was nothing Muller could have 
done to keep out Szoboszlai’s wonderful volley from the 
edge of the box. Stuttgart gave themselves hope of a 
comeback when Chris Fuhrich scored a penalty midway 
through the second period. But Leipzig held on to boost 
their hopes of a first Bundesliga title and leave Stuttgart 
mired in relegation trouble, sitting just two points above 
the bottom two.  —AFP

Hollywood owners 
of Wrexham sprinkle 
stardust on FA Cup 

 
LONDON: Hollywood actors Ryan Reynolds and 
Rob McElhenney can sprinkle more stardust on the 
FA Cup when non-league Wrexham face Sheffield 
United in the fourth round on Sunday. Reynolds and 
McElhenney’s £2 million ($2.4 million) takeover of 
Wrexham stunned the football world and brought an 
unexpected touch of glamour to humble north Wales 
two years ago. 

Wrexham have been on an upwards trajectory ever 
since, reaching the National League play-offs last sea-
son and finishing as FA Trophy runners-up. This week-
end’s FA Cup tie is a break from Wrexham’s main goal 
of winning promotion back to the fourth tier after a 15-
year absence. Phil Parkinson’s side sit top of the fifth tier 
National League, three points ahead of second placed 
Notts County. 

Sheffield United, currently second in the 
Championship, could pose a significant barrier to 
Wrexham’s hopes of springing an FA Cup shock. But 
Wrexham have already claimed a Championship scalp 
this season with their surprise 4-3 win at Coventry in the 
third round. Wrexham are in the fourth round for the first 
time since 2000 and Reynolds, known for starring in the 
“Deadpool” movies, admitted the Coventry win left him 
“totally speechless”. 

Optimism has been sky-high at Wrexham ever since 

the Hollywood takeover, which enabled Parkinson to 
bolster his squad with several signings usually beyond 
the reach of a fifth tier team. “The owners and all of us 
together are working hard to put Wrexham firmly back 
on the football map. This is a great step in that direc-
tion,” Parkinson said. “We wanted a home tie because I 
just feel the Racecourse deserves a special FA Cup 
game, and we’ve got it. It’s going to be a cracking 
atmosphere.” 

 
History of upsets 

The early days of Reynolds and McElhenney’s reign 
were captured in the popular Netflix documentary 
“Welcome to Wrexham”, with the streaming service 
planning a second series later in 2023. Reynolds and 
McElhenney even hosted King Charles at the club’s 
modest Racecourse Ground in December as part of 
the celebrations of Wrexham being given city status. 
“Our job is to make sure the second series is as excit-
ing as possible,” Parkinson told BBC Sport. “There are 
a few good episodes on our FA Cup run alone.” 

Wrexham’s growing social media presence in the 
Reynolds and McElhenney era reflects the club’s new-
found cult following. The club’s Twitter account now 
has over 320,000 followers, with Reynolds and 
McElhenney keeping Wrexham in the spotlight with 
their emotional tweets when following the team while 
at home in the United States. “I’ll probably hear from 
them before the game, and obviously they’ll be follow-
ing the match,” Parkinson said. “They watch every 
game home and away in the National League over in 
America, and do make the odd trip over. They’ll be 
wishing us all the best, with a clear understanding that 
it’s a great day for the club.” —AFP 
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Sabalenka wins first Slam crown

MELBOURNE: An emotional Aryna Sabalenka 
said it will take a “few more days” to sink in after 
battling from a set down to win a maiden Grand 
Slam title at the Australian Open on Saturday. The 
hard-hitting Belarusian collapsed to the court in 
tears after winning 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 against Wimbledon 
champion Elena Rybakina in a high-quality 2hr 
28min arm-wrestle on Rod Laver Arena. 

The 24-year-old Sabalenka wiped away tears 
before getting a warm hug from Moscow-born 
Rybakina, who played a full part in a thrilling match 
between two of the most powerful hitters in the 
women’s game. Sabalenka, the fifth seed and form 
player in 2023, then ran to her player’s box to cele-
brate with her team. “Thank you, my team, the cra-
ziest team on the tour. We’ve been through a lot of, 
I would say, downs last year,” Sabalenka said, 
addressing her team after receiving the trophy. 

Turning to beaten 22nd seed Rybakina, she added: 
“You’re such a great player and of course we are 
going to have many more battles, hopefully in finals 
of the Grand Slams.” Asked by reporters if it was the 
greatest match she had ever played, Sabalenka said: 
“I would say it was. She played unbelievable tennis. I 
fought so hard to win this one. I think the tennis was 
great... I really enjoyed this battle.” 

Sabalenka will now rise to second in the world 

rankings behind Poland’s Iga Swiatek, equaling her 
career high, having triumphed in her first Grand 
Slam final. The finale was a captivating match of 
brutal groundstrokes, precision serving and won-
derful rallies from two players at the top of their 
game. It was a fitting end to two weeks of drama 
and shocks at Melbourne Park. “I need a few more 
days to realize what just happened,” Sabalenka told 
Australia’s Channel Nine. “Oh my god, I’m speech-
less, to be honest.” 

 
‘Take a deep breath’ 

Rybakina cruised through the first set in 34 min-
utes but Sabalenka scrapped her way back in a 57-
minute second set to take it to a nervy decider. It 
was then a case of which of the big servers would 
blink first in a toe-to-toe battle. At 3-3 Rybakina - 
who represents Kazakhstan - could not find enough 
first serves and though she saved two break points, 
a third was too much, and Sabalenka had the finish 
line in sight. 

Another ace took her to 5-3 but the 23-year-old 
Rybakina held to force Sabalenka to test her nerves 
and serve for the championship. She was up to the 
challenge, but needed four nerve-shredding match 
points after a display where she hit an astonishing 51 
winners and 17 aces. She remains unbeaten in 2023. 

“I just kept telling myself that nobody said this is 
going to be easy. She’s going to fight, this is the final, 
just work for it,” Sabalenka said afterwards, describ-
ing how she got through those four match points. 

“Take a deep breath and just work. I was just 
super happy that I was able to handle all the emo-
tions in the last game, it was super tough for me,” 
added Sabalenka, who had reached three Grand 
Slam semi-finals before this year but never gone 
farther. She suffered nerves in the past and strug-
gled badly with her serve last year. “They were 
really tough matches and I just couldn’t understand 
until right now that I really needed that to under-
stand what I have to change,” Sabalenka added, 
casting her mind back. “I now know what else I have 
to work on and I’m just super happy right now to 
break through this wall.” 

Rybakina will have the consolation of breaking 
into the top 10 for the first time, after reaching her 
second Grand Slam final in seven months. She was 
awarded no ranking points for her Wimbledon win 
because of the ban on Russian and Belarusian play-
ers there. “I don’t think tomorrow I’m going to feel 
different just because of the ranking now,” said a 
disappointed Rybakina, who is projected to rise to 
10th from her current 25th when the new rankings 
are published on Monday. — AFP 

Hard-hitting Belarusian ‘speechless’ after clinching Australian Open title

MELBOURNE: Belarus’ Aryna Sabalenka poses with the Daphne Akhurst Memorial Cup after defeating Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina in the women’s singles final match of the Australian Open on Jan 28, 2023. — AFP

NEW YORK: A game-worn jersey of basket-
ball superstar LeBron James sold for $3.7 mil-
lion at auction Friday, five times more than the 
previous record for one of his shirts. The sale 
comes with interest even higher than usual in 
the 38-year-old LA Lakers icon as he nears 
the NBA’s all-time scoring record. Sotheby’s in 
New York sold the jersey, which James wore 
while playing for the Miami Heat in their 2013 
NBA finals game seven victory against the San 
Antonio Spurs. It smashed the previous record 
of $630,000 for a James All-Star jersey worn 
in 2020. 

Game-worn sports memorabilia is big busi-
ness. Michael Jordan’s 1998 NBA Finals jersey, 
which sold for $10.1 million in September 2022, 
is currently the most valuable such item. Diego 
Maradona’s “Hand of God” jersey sold for $9.3 
million at Sotheby’s in London last year. James 
needs just 178 points to eclipse Lakers legend 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s tally of 38,387 points, 
one of the most coveted and longstanding 
records in basketball. Sotheby’s also sold a 
dress worn by the late Princess Diana for 
$604,800 Friday. — AFP 

LeBron James 
jersey sells for 
whopping $3.7m

NEW YORK: LeBron Jamesí game-worn jersey is on 
display during a press preview at Sothebyís auc-
tion house. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Milwaukee’s Giannis 
Antetokounmpo celebrated his confirmation as an 
NBA All-Star team captain by pouring in 41 points 
to propel the Bucks to a 141-131 NBA victory over 
the Indiana Pacers on Friday as the Memphis 
Grizzlies’ slide continued. The Bucks scored a sea-
son-high 85 first-half points and led by as many as 
33 before fending off a late Pacers rally in 
Indianapolis, notching a third straight victory. 

Indiana had sliced the deficit to eight points with 
just over four minutes remaining, trying to make the 
most of Antetokounmpo’s troubles at the free-throw 
line by fouling him repeatedly. The Milwaukee star, 
who pulled down 12 rebounds and handed out six 
assists, helped fend them off by making five free 
throws in the space of a minute and while the Pacers 
got the gap to seven points with 2:06 to play they 
would get no closer. 

Jrue Holiday scored 23 points and handed out 
nine assists for the Bucks. Myles Turner led the 
Pacers with 24 points. Antetokounmpo’s dominant 
performance, including a breathtaking fourth-quar-
ter dunk over Oshae Brissett, came a day after he 
was confirmed as a starter and team captain for 
next month’s All-Star game, as the top vote-getter 
from the Eastern Conference. 

It will be the third time the two-time NBA Most 
Valuable Player has had the honor, after leading 
teams in the mid-season exhibition in 2019 and 
2020. The Grizzlies fell 111-100 to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves in Minneapolis, where the game was 
preceded by a moment of silence to honor the 
memory of Tyre Nichols - the Memphis man whose 
fatal beating has led to murder charges against five 
police officers. 

Anthony Edwards scored 25 points to lead the 
Timberwolves. Ja Morant had a triple-double of 27 
points, 11 assists and 10 rebounds for Memphis, but 
the Grizzlies finished their road trip 0-5 on the 
heels of an 11-game winning streak. Grizzlies coach 
Taylor Jenkins said before the game his team had 
been saddened by the “devastating” news emerging 
from Memphis about Nichols during their weeklong 
road trip. “It’s been hard to process,” Jenkins said. 
“There’s a lot of emotion. We can’t wait to get back 
home to put our arms around everyone in Memphis 
as they struggle with the senseless loss of life.” 

The death of Nichols, a 29-year-old Black man, 
after he was beaten by five black officers after he 
was stopped on suspicion of reckless driving, 
sparked concern around the NBA. The league and 
multiple teams as well as individual players posted 
statements offering condolences to Nichols’s family 
and urging calm protest as police in Memphis 
released video footage on Friday of the beating. 
Memphis forward Jaren Jackson Jr addressed a 
tweet before the game to Nichols’s family saying 
“my teammates and I are and have been paying 
attention. We are with you.” 

The NBA said in a statement it remained “com-

mitted to partnering with advocates, policymakers 
and law enforcement to work toward solutions to 
the issues we continue to face,” the league said.  

Warriors pull away 
In San Francisco, Stephen Curry scored 35 

points and Klay Thompson added 29 as the NBA 
champion Golden State Warriors pulled away late to 
polish off the Toronto Raptors 129-117. Curry also 
handed out 11 of the Warriors’ 40 assists in an 
entertaining shoot-out that saw the hosts finally pull 
away with a 31-point fourth quarter. Jonathan 
Kuminga scored 15 points to lead Golden State’s 
reserves - who outscored their Raptors counter-
parts 39-26. — AFP 

Antetokounmpo’s 
41 pts power Bucks, 
Warriors top Raptors

INDIANAPOLIS: Giannis Antetokounmpo of the 
Milwaukee Bucks shoots the ball during the game 
against the Indiana Pacers on Jan 27, 2023 at Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse.  — AFP 
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