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KUWAIT: The Indian Embassy hosted a reception
at Crowne Plaza Hotel on Thursday evening on the
occasion of India’s 74th Republic Day, in which
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mansour Ayyad
Al-Otaibi attended as chief guest. Otaibi joined
Indian Ambassador-designate Dr Adarsh Swaika to
cut the ceremonial cake on the occasion.
Undersecretary of the office of HH the Crown
Prince Mazen Al-Essa and several other dignitaries
including diplomats and Indian community mem-
bers attended the event.

Talking to the media following the celebration,
Otaibi praised the historic relations between Kuwait
and India, underlining the keenness of both parties
to develop these relations further. “Kuwait is among
the first countries that were keen on entering the
Indian market through its investments in many
fields,” he said. Referring to the number of Indian
expatriates in the country, which is close to one mil-
lion, he said: “They contribute significantly to the
development and renaissance of Kuwait through
their work in both public and private sectors.”

Welcoming the guests on the occasion, the
ambassador-designate expressed gratitude to HH
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for their patronage and
support to a strong India-Kuwait partnership. He
also thanked the deputy minister of foreign affairs

for being the chief guest for the celebration.
“This day marks a historic milestone in India’s

journey, since it was on this very day in 1950 that
the constitution of India came into effect. The Indian
constitution is a living document, which has
responded to the needs of time,” Swaika said.

Referring to Indian foreign policy initiatives, he
said: “You can see its embodiment in the Indian for-
eign policy approaches and practices. The slogan of
the ongoing Indian Presidency of G20 ‘One Earth
One Family One Future’ is inspired by this philoso-
phy. India’s recent tenure as the non-permanent
member of the UN Security Council was focused on
‘Reformed Multilateralism’ and other themes of
global relevance,” he said. 

Swaika said India is celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ since last year to celebrate and com-
memorate 75 years of independence and the glori-
ous history of India’s people, culture and achieve-
ments. “I am sure many of you would have been
part of various events organized by the Indian
Embassy during the last two years to celebrate
‘Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav’,” he said.

Time-tested relations
Talking about Kuwait-India bilateral relations,

Swaika said “they are indeed historical and time-
tested, underpinned by constant trade, economic
and people-to-people linkages over the centuries”.
“Most importantly, the leadership of both countries
highly value the importance of this multifaceted

relationship. The bilateral relations cover coopera-
tion in a wide spectrum of areas. India is the 4th
largest export destination for Kuwait and 6th
largest with respect to its imports. Cooperation in
the energy sphere continues to be the fulcrum of
economic cooperation. Collaboration in education is
well known with 25 Indian schools running in
Kuwait with an enrollment of over 50,000 students.
The strong and vibrant Indian community in Kuwait
of approximately one million is a living bridge
between the two countries,” he pointed out.

“We strongly believe the current level of bilat-
eral relations is only a tip of the iceberg. Kuwait
with its 2035 developmental vision and India with
its rising global and economic profile have a lot

more to cooperate and collaborate. This is where
friends of India in Kuwait, including you all, and
friends of Kuwait in India apart from the govern-
ments of both countries, have an important role to
play,” Swaika added.

The ambassador-designate thanked the Indian
community for its stellar contribution in being the
bedrock of the India-Kuwait partnership. “As Prime
Minister of India Narendra Modi aptly put it in his
recent address at the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya
Convention, you are the true ‘Rashtradoots’ of India
who continue to serve not only India but your home
away from home, ie, Kuwait,” he said. He thanked all
stakeholders who are playing a role in taking the
India-Kuwait relationship to greater heights. 
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Al-Sabah Collection:
Bright cultural 
image for Kuwait 
KUWAIT: Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya’s journey
began at the hands of the late Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his wife, Sheikha
Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, who owned an
archaeological collection that helped establish one
of the best museums in Kuwait and the world
exhibiting Islamic artifacts over the past 40 years.
The museum includes a collection of pieces from
across the Islamic world under the name “Al-
Sabah Archaeological Collection”. 

The beginning was with the acquisition of the
first antique piece owned by Sheikh Nasser Al-
Sabah in 1975: A glass vessel coated with enamel
dating back to the mid-14th century AD. After that,
his passion for collecting artifacts dating back to
early Islamic periods only grew. Sheikh Nasser
shared his hobby with lovers and collectors of
antiquities, specifically his friend Jassim Al-
Humaidhi, who had his own art collection. Al-
Sabah Archaeological Collection continued to
grow until it was transferred from Sheikh Nasser’s
home to the Kuwait National Museum in 1983 as
the museum first opened its doors at the request of
the Kuwaiti government. 

The collection was displayed at the museum to
raise the level of artistic awareness and cultural,
archaeological, and historical heritage. Since then,
Building No 3 at the museum, which contains the
Al-Sabah collection, became known as Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyya, and the collection remained
there until August 1990, the date of the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait. Sheikh Nasser was keen to restore
his collection, which was stolen to Baghdad. In
cooperation with the United Nations, he could
recover most of the pieces in 1991 but some of
them had been severely damaged due to trans-
portation and storage. 

After the recovery of most of the antiquities,
valuable pieces remained missing until one of the
most valuable pieces was found in 1996 by chance
when a picture of a dagger encrusted with pre-
cious stones was published in an illustrated book-
let of the Sotheby’s auction hall in London. To date,
59 rare artifacts are still missing. 

The Al-Sabah archaeological collection cur-
rently includes about 30,000 pieces of art, part of
which is displayed in exhibitions in the American
Cultural Center, while the rest of the holdings are
preserved in the Yarmouk Cultural Center. Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyya operates through these two
centers under the umbrella of the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters and with supervision
from Sheikha Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. The
exhibits include an archaeological collection of
various materials, such as ceramics, glass, ivory,
wood, jewels, manuscripts, artifacts, coins, carpets,

textiles, stone, plaster, and others. The Al-Sabah
collection includes various antiquities produced
from ceramics, which is considered one of the old-

est materials used in industry and dates back to
the Paleolithic era. Among the group is a pottery
bowl decorated with modified plant elements
brought from Iraq and dating back to the ninth
century AD. 

The collection also includes glassware dating
back to 4,500 years ago, most of which were pro-
duced in Iran, Syria and Egypt, including a jug of
blown glass decorated with a different color han-
dle, produced in the Levant in the pre-Islamic
period in the 6th-7th century AD. Moreover, the
Al-Sabah collection abounds with unique pieces of
jewels and precious stones, the most prominent of
which are jewelry dating back to the Mughal
regions of India and the Deccan Plateau in India in
the 16th and 18th centuries AD. The Al-Sabah col-
lection includes a large number of manuscripts of
the Holy Quran, including pages for one of the old-
est Quranic manuscripts, which were copied in the
second century in the Hijazi script. 

The collection also includes archaeological
hold ings of  coins  amount ing to  more than
12,000 coins covering a wide swath of  the
Islamic world over 6000 years. The oldest coin
from the collection dates back to the Bronze
Age. Sheikh Nasser and his wife also participat-
ed in many museums and exhibitions that toured
the world. Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya also coop-
erated with the world’s oldest museums and cul-
tural institutions during the past 40 years and is
still working with passion to build bridges of
communication between Kuwait and the world.
Dar  Al-Athar  Al-Is lamiyya spent  the past
decades serving art and culture, as it expanded
from collecting antiques to holding annual cul-
tural seasons that include a variety of activities
such as lectures and musical evenings, in addi-
tion to holding exhibitions, art workshops and
conferences. — KUNA

Wooden tomb from Turkey with inscriptions and verses from Suwe Yunus, dating back to 14-15th century.

Expert: Preventive
steps to curb 
cybercrimes
KUWAIT:  A US cybersecurity expert stressed the
need to support and develop preventive measures to
combat the steadily increasing threat of cybercrime,
which has become more complex and poses a real threat
to institutions and companies all over the world. 

During an interview with KUNA, former member of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and former
American diplomat, Christensen Guillermo, said that pre-
vention is the most efficient and least expensive method,
financially and morally,
compared to reaction
measures after the occur-
rence of a cybercrime.
Guillermo affirmed that he
is presenting a series of
lectures and workshops
directed to specialists in
the field of cybersecurity in
various ministries and pri-
vate sectors this week, in
which he talks about pre-
ventive measures in their
institutions. And also
addressing the various
possible cases and scenar-
ios that may penetrate their systems and data. 

He pointed out that the US is the country most vul-
nerable to digital crimes of all kinds, due to the largest
number of access points or computers, indicating that
the Internet infrastructure is global and that protecting
networks in different countries, especially Kuwait, and
supporting its security will also positively affect the
cybersecurity of the US directly.

He stressed that sharing knowledge and experiences
and discussing different scenarios of cybercrime will
help countries and their institutions in general avoid cat-
astrophic crises that may be posed by the penetration of
digital space and data into e-networks. Furthermore, he
pointed out that cybercrimes are witnessing a significant
increase, as a report issued in 2020 by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in the US (FBI) indicates that the
number of cyber-attacks daily exceeds 2,000 around the
world, and that the total material losses this year
amounted to $4.2 billion. He referred to a number of
documented cyberattacks around the world, through
which cybercriminals were able to paralyze the move-
ment of fuel and energy pipelines, in addition to attacks
on a number of hospitals, indicating that these attacks
caused severe damage in various fields and caused the
loss of many lives. On the best methods of personal pro-
tection from cyberattacks, the US expert advised not to
use the same password in different accounts such as e-
mail and social media, and to make it more difficult and
complex by adding non-sequential numbers, for exam-
ple, in addition to using the two-step verification tech-
nology provided by many digital services and programs
in addition to Electronic devices are generally updated
as soon as updates are issued. —KUNA
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Bronze perfume sprayer decorated with rows of
buds from eastern Persia in the 9-10th century.


