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L o c a l

Established 1961 

Take a quick walk around libraries in Kuwait
- you’ll notice how narrow and constrained
are the freedoms of research, exploration

and education. I can’t stand the fact that wherever
I go, I find myself without diverse content and
materials to help me grow intellectually. Literature,
history, geography, art, novels etc. Wait! Did I
mention history? Do I dare mention politics?

Even in school curriculums where the alleged
“Constitution and Human Rights” subject is taught,
you won’t find any content related to the align-
ment of the constitution to the international con-
ventions of the United Nations that Kuwait has
signed and ratified and which it treats as law that
shall supersede conflicting domestic laws as a
national and international obligation.

The next generation is being raised and edu-
cated in a constrained bubble far away from what
is actually happening in the world and what they
need to know as individuals. How will the next
generation develop our country if they are held
back and blinded away from the world’s heritage?

Decades ago, the people of Kuwait enjoyed
freedom of research and freedom of speech as
guaranteed by the constitution, but the next gen-
eration will hear one side of the story and treat it
as unnegotiable truth. This reveals a huge conflict
between the rights that empower us under the
umbrella of the constitution and resolutions that
constrain such rights.

The purpose of the doctrine of the three wise
monkeys was probably misinterpreted. The doc-
trine helps us grow up as human beings and
understand that we can control what we want to
see and hear and what we want to say, so it rec-
ommends us to “focus on the positive things, listen
to the positive words and speak to others with
respect”. Going back to the libraries where we
should be able to navigate through the world’s
heritage, create our path and evolve, we find that
we are blocked from entering that gate and unable
to exercise such a right.

Are legislators aware of Kuwait ratifying the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
back in 1996? Why do stateless people have to
suffer till this very moment if they were granted
their rights two decades ago? Why should women
face radical, systemized discrimination instead of
simply exercising rights that were granted to them
back in 1996? Most importantly how will the
future generations of Kuwait - who will become
parliamentarians and lead development, grow the
economy and implement equality before the law -
improve Kuwait’s international position if they do
not get access to any of this? How will they be
aware of Kuwait’s needs if they didn’t know?

Curbs on knowledge 
leave our next 
generation blind

By Atyab Al-Shatti

Local@kuwaittimes.com

In my viewNEW YORK: The State of Kuwait affirmed sup-
porting all regional and international efforts aimed
at settling disputes peacefully. This came in a state-
ment delivered by First Secretary Fahad
Mohammad Hajji before the Security Council ses-
sion Friday evening under the title “Investing in
People to Enhance Resilience in the Face of
Complex Challenges” during the discussion session
“Peace-building and Peacekeeping”. 

The State of Kuwait is an absolute believer in
peace constitutionally, as one of the articles of its
constitution stipulates that peace is the state’s goal
and approach, as are preventive diplomacy and
mediation. Preventing conflicts from arising and set-
tling them by peaceful means are basic pillars of
Kuwaiti foreign policy, he added. Hajji affirmed that
there are approaches in the UN Charter that

encourage resolving disputes through peaceful
means, specifically Chapter Six, which sets out
steps to resolve any dispute between conflicting
parties. He pointed out that this comes through
negotiations, investigation, mediation, conciliation,
arbitration and judicial settlement, or by resorting to
regional agencies and organizations or other means
of their choice. 

Moreover, he called for thinking about methods
for effective action to prevent the outbreak of
conflicts before they occur, stressing the impor-
tance of giving regional and sub-regional organi-
zations a greater role in the field of conflict pre-
vention and mediation in line with Chapter VIII of
the UN Charter by deepening strategic partner-
ships with the UN in order to carry out mediation
efforts. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador Nawaf Al-Enezi submitted Thursday evening his credentials to the President
of the European Commission, Ursla von der Leyen. —KUNA

Fahad Mohammad Hajji 

Kuwait supports regional, global 
peace efforts to settle disputes

Hajji underlines peace is Kuwait’s goal and approach

Kuwait envoy
presents 
credentials
BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador Nawaf Al-Enezi
submitted Thursday evening his credentials to the
President of the European Commission, Ursla von
der Leyen. In a statement, Al-Enezi conveyed greet-
ings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to the European
Commission President. 

Ambassador Al-Enezi expressed his aspiration to
work with the European side to strengthen bilateral
relations at various levels. — KUNA 

Underwater robot
competition begins
KUWAIT: An underwater robot competition
kicked off on Friday at the Jaber Al-Ahmad Youth
Center under the umbrella of Kuwait Youth Public
Authority. This competition qualifies for the finals
of the SeaPerch West Asia Challenge, organized
by the Sharjah Branch of Arab Academy for
Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, and
is scheduled to be held in Sharjah on February
24.The event will continue until tomorrow with the
participation of 40 young men and women repre-
senting 12 teams to qualify for the SeaPerch West
Asia Challenge, which is an annual regional com-
petition in which participants qualify for the glob-
al competition.—KUNA

A student using an underwater robot

3 complex hernia 
surgeries conducted
in Sabah Hospital
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: General Surgeon at Sabah Hospital
Dr Mohammad Al-Slaimi said three successful
complex and large hernia operations were con-
ducted using the component separation method,
adding the size of the hernia was more than 8 cm,
which is considered highly complicated as the
two main rectus abdominus muscles are far from
each other.

He said any hernia of 8 cm or more makes it
difficult for the muscles to be closed by regular
surgeries, as bringing these muscles close to each
other is difficult and requires complex surgery to
separate organs of the abdominal wall - a poste-
rior rectus sheath component separation with
transversus abdominis release.

Dr Slaimi said one of the patients is a 55-year-
old female who earlier had an umbilical hernia
repaired. Then she suffered a repeated umbilical
hernia of large size, so an operation to separate
the organs of the abdominal wall was carried out.
The second patient is also 55 years old, whose
colon was removed earlier outside Kuwait and
who had an 8-cm hernia, which was repaired. The
third patient is 65 and had his adrenal gland
removed outside Kuwait, which caused a 10-cm

hernia, and he also underwent an organ separa-
tion procedure.

Dr Slami said the patients were examined two
weeks later, then after a month, and everything
was excellent. He said such operations are done
outside Kuwait or by a visiting doctor, but “we
have modern technological means at Sabah
Hospital that enable us to carry out such opera-
tions”. He thanked Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-
Awadhi and Undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha
for their efforts to provide the necessary support
to health ministry hospitals. Rahma Int’l funds 

refugee medical
aid campaign 
KUWAIT: Rahma International Society is organizing a
$90,000 relief campaign for Jordanians and Syrian and
Palestinian refugees. The campaign, numbered 489,
included the selection of 30 patients to undergo cardiac
catheterization operations, 10 of which were performed
on Saturday, Dr Abdullah Al-Ajmi, head of the society
told KUNA. The number of beneficiaries from the 10
catheterization campaigns organized by the society has
reached 400 patients out of 1,400 patients.

“Aid consists of a food basket containing basic food
necessities, heaters, blankets and gas canisters, benefit-
ing 480 Jordanian, Syrian and Palestinian families,” he
added. The catheterization operations, he said, were
carried out in a hospital at the Jordanian capital,
Amman, and funded by the society.

“Catheterization operations funded by the society
are part of the Kuwaiti relief efforts to our siblings in
various parts of the world, especially during crises,” said
committee member Dr Ghazi AL-Enezi. Abdel-Fattah
Al-Dabaa, one of the patients helped by the society,
said he was thankful to Kuwait for the country’s humani-
tarian efforts in providing relief to the underprivileged in
Jordan. Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011,
Kuwaiti charities have intensified their humanitarian aid
work to help Syrian refugees as well as needy
Jordanians and Palestinians. — KUNA 

Some activities during the event.


