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Two Indian military jets  
crash, one pilot killed

NEW DELHI: Two Indian Air Force fighter jets 
crashed Saturday, killing one pilot and injuring two 
others, in an apparent mid-air collision while on 
exercises south of the capital New Delhi. The crash 
is the latest in a string of military aircraft accidents 
at a time when the government is trying to modern-
ize its armed forces and meet India’s complex secu-
rity challenges. It involved a Russian-made Sukhoi 
Su-30, carrying two pilots, and a French-built 
Mirage 2000, operated by a third, and was reported 
by witnesses to police at around 10:00 am (0430 
GMT). Both aircraft took off from the Gwalior air 
base, around 50 kilometers (30 miles) east of where 
they came down. 

“The aircraft were on routine operational flying 
training mission,” the country’s air force said in a 
statement, adding that one of the three pilots was 
fatally injured. An investigation was underway to 
determine the cause of the crash, it added. The first 
plane hit the ground in the forests of Pahadgarh in 
central Madhya Pradesh state, around 300 kilome-
ters south of New Delhi. 

“Two pilots were found near the crash site, who 
were later evacuated in an IAF chopper for treat-
ment,” Morena district police superintendent 
Ashutosh Bagri told AFP. “Both of them are out of 
danger,” he added. The second jet crashed some dis-
tance away in Rajasthan state, and images from local 
rescue authorities showed military officials inspect-
ing mechanical wreckage strewn across the ground. 

Military overhaul  
India has suffered a spate of military aviation 

accidents in recent months. Five army soldiers 
were killed last October when their helicopter 
crashed in Arunachal Pradesh state, near the 
country’s militarized and disputed border with 
China. It was the second military chopper crash in 
the state that month, coming weeks after a 
Cheetah helicopter came down near the town of 
Tawang, killing its pilot. 

India’s defense chief, General Bipin Rawat, was 
among 13 people killed when his Russian-made 
Mi-17 helicopter crashed while transporting him 
to an air force base in December 2021. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government is grap-
pling with the urgent task of overhauling India’s 
outdated armed forces. 

Its military establishment is fretting over a grow-
ing assertiveness by China along its vast Himalayan 
frontier, which in 2019 sparked a lingering diplomat-
ic freeze after a deadly high-altitude confrontation 
between troops of both countries. India unveiled its 
first locally built aircraft carrier last year as part of 
government efforts to build an indigenous defense 
industry and reduce reliance on Russia, historically 
its most important arms supplier. An effort to reform 
military recruitment to trim India’s bloated defense 
payroll stalled last year after a backlash from aspir-
ing soldiers, who burned train carriages and clashed 
with police in fierce protests. —AFP

 

3 dead, 1 missing  
after record rain 
in New Zealand 

 
WELLINGTON: Record levels of torrential rain in 
Auckland left three dead with a fourth person missing, 
New Zealand Prime Minister Chris Hipkins said Saturday 
after flooding devastated the country’s largest city. During 
a press conference after visiting some of the waterlogged 
communities, Hipkins said flash flooding had led to “three 
fatalities with one person still missing as a result of the 
weather”. “The level of devastation in some areas is con-
siderable,” he added. Hipkins said Auckland experienced 
“its wettest day on record” on Friday. “This is an unprece-
dented event in recent memory.” 

It is his first major incident since Hipkins took office 
on Wednesday following Jacinda Ardern’s shock resig-
nation. “Having just surveyed the extensive damage both 
on the ground and (from) the air, it’s clear it’s going to be 
a big clear up job,” he warned. Hipkins offered his con-
dolences to the families of the deceased. “The loss of life 
underscores the scale of this weather event and how 
quickly it turned tragic.” Police said Saturday that the 
bodies of two men were found in floodwaters in separate 
locations in a northern suburb. A third person died after 
a landslide brought down a house near the city centre 
while a fourth individual is still missing after they were 
swept away in a community south of Auckland, police 
said. The flash flooding quickly turned many of 
Auckland’s roads into rivers. 

According to MetService, New Zealand’s weather 
service, a record 249 millimeters of rain fell on Auckland 
Airport in 24 hours from Friday morning local time. The 
wild weather temporarily closed the city’s airport, the 
country’s largest, with ankle-deep water in some termi-
nals. The domestic terminal reopened Saturday afternoon 
but international flights were only expected to resume on 
Sunday. The persistent downpour also washed out Elton 
John’s concert on both Friday and Saturday at Auckland’s 
Mount Smart Stadium amid concerns for crowd safety. 

Auckland’s Eden Park sports stadium, where the 
national rugby team play some of their home interna-
tionals, was left flooded with the iconic pitch under 
heavy water. Most of the flood water had subsided by 
Saturday afternoon, but Hipkins warned that further 
rain is forecast and advised Auckland residents to stay 
home. “It’s safer to be indoors than outside. Look out 
for each other.” —AFP 

Two pilots were found near the crash site, both are out of danger

Death toll in  
Afghanistan cold  
snap rises to 166 

 
KABUL: At least 166 people have died in a 
wave of  bitter ly cold weather sweeping 
Afghanistan, an off icial  said Saturday, as 
extreme conditions heaped misery on the 
poverty-stricken nation. Afghanistan has been 
frozen by temperatures as low as -33 degrees 
Celsius (-27 degrees Fahrenheit) since January 
10, combined with widespread snowfall, icy 
gales and regular electricity outages. Aid 
agencies had warned before the cold snap that 
more than half of Afghanistan’s 38 million peo-
ple were facing hunger, while nearly four mil-
lion children were suffering from malnutrition. 

The disaster management ministry said on 
Saturday the death toll had risen by 88 over the 
past week and now stood at 166, based on data 
from 24 of the nation’s 34 provinces. The deaths 
were caused by floods, fires and leaks from gas 
heaters that Afghan families use to heat their homes, 
ministry official Abdul Rahman Zahid said in a video 
statement. Some 100 homes were destroyed or 
damaged and nearly 80,000 livestock, a vital com-
modity for Afghanistan’s poor, also died in the cold. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) said 
this week 17 people had died in a single village 
in northeastern Badakhshan province due to an 
outbreak of “acute respiratory infection”. “Harsh 
weather prevents help from reaching the area,” 

the WHO said. Afghanistan is enduring its sec-
ond winter since US-backed forces withdrew 
and the Islamist Taleban surged back into Kabul 
to reclaim government. Foreign aid has declined 
dramatically since then and key central bank 
assets were seized by the United States, com-
pounding a humanitarian crisis considered one 

of the world’s worst. 
The Taleban government banned Afghan 

women from working with humanitarian groups 
last month, leading many to suspend operations. 
Women NGO workers in the health sector were 
then granted an exemption and some organiza-
tions restarted their programs. —AFP

GWALIOR: People stand next to a plane wreckage after a Sukhoi Su-30 and a Dassault Mirage 2000 fighter jets crashed dur-
ing an exercise in Pahadgarh area some 50 kilometers (30 miles) from Gwailor on Saturday. —AFP

KABUL: In this file photo Afghan burqa-clad women carry children as they walk along a snow laden street in Kabul.  —AFP

Indian police detain  
students for screening  
Modi documentary 

 
NEW DELHI: Indian police detained students in New 
Delhi on Friday after stopping the screening of a BBC doc-
umentary on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s role during 
deadly sectarian riots in 2002. The students at Delhi 
University had followed several campuses around the coun-
try in staging a broadcast, defying government efforts to 
stop its spread by blocking its publication on social media. 
Police swarmed the university after student groups sup-
portive of Modi’s ruling party objected to the screening, 
seizing laptops and imposing a ban on assemblies of more 
than four people. Police officer Sagar Singh Kalsi told 
Indian news channel NDTV that 24 students were detained. 

The two-part BBC program alleges that Modi had 
ordered police to turn a blind eye to deadly riots while 
he was chief minister of Gujarat state. The violence 

began after 59 Hindu pilgrims were killed in a fire on a 
train. Thirty-one Muslims were convicted of criminal 
conspiracy and murder over that incident. At least 
1,000 people, mostly Muslims, died in the unrest that 
followed. The documentary quoted a previously classi-
fied British foreign ministry report which said the vio-
lence was “politically motivated” and the aim “was to 
purge Muslims from Hindu areas”. 

The report also claims that the riots were impossi-
ble “without the climate of impunity” created by 
Modi’s administration. India has dismissed the series as 
a “hostile” propaganda piece and ordered big social 
media platforms like Twitter and YouTube to block 
sharing or streaming it under controversial information 
technology laws. Earlier this week, authorities at New 
Delhi’s prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru University also 
banned an attempted screening and warned of “strict 
disciplinary action” if the edict was ignored. 

But defiant groups of students there and at numer-
ous college campuses across India have gathered to 
watch the documentary on laptops and phone screens. 
Modi ran Gujarat from 2001 until his election as prime 
minister in 2014 and briefly faced a travel ban by the 

United States over the violence. An investigation team 
appointed by the Indian Supreme Court to probe the 
role of Modi and others in the violence said in 2012 it 
did not find any evidence to prosecute him. —AFP

NEW DELHI: File photo shows India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi waits for the arrival of Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
for their meeting at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. —AFP

Philippines to appeal 
ICC resumption of  
drug war probe 

 
MANILA: The Philippines said Friday it intended to appeal 
an International Criminal Court decision to reopen an 
inquiry into Manila’s brutal anti-drug campaign, which left 
thousands dead. Former president Rodrigo Duterte, who 
initiated the drug war, pulled the Philippines out of the ICC 
in 2019, a year after the Hague-based tribunal began a pre-
liminary probe into the crackdown. 

The ICC launched a formal inquiry in September 2021, 
only to suspend it two months later after Manila said it was 
re-examining several hundred cases of drug operations 
that led to deaths at the hands of police, hitmen and vigi-
lantes. The ICC prosecutor later asked to reopen the 
inquiry in June 2022. Announcing the probe’s resumption 
on Thursday, the ICC said its pre-trial chamber was “not 
satisfied that the Philippines is undertaking relevant inves-
tigations that would warrant a deferral of the court’s inves-
tigations”. 

Menardo Guevarra, the chief lawyer for current 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos’ government, told 
AFP: “It is our intention to exhaust our legal remedies, 
more particularly elevating the matter to the ICC appeals 
chamber.” Solicitor General Guevarra and Justice 
Secretary Crispin Remulla both said Manila, instead of the 
ICC, should have jurisdiction over alleged drug war crimes. 
“They are insulting us,” Remulla told reporters. 

“I will not stand for any of these antics that will tend to 
question our sovereignty, our status as a sovereign country.” 
Philippine police operations chief Major-General Valeriano 
de Leon vowed the anti-drug crackdown would continue, 
calling Duterte an “inspiration”. 

Former presidential spokesman Harry Roque said in a 
statement that Duterte “would never subject himself under 
the legal jurisdiction of any foreign body because it is an 
insult to the competence and impartiality of our function-
ing criminal justice system”. However, Roque added: “He 
would humbly submit to the prosecution and judgment of 
any local court.” 

 
‘Only credible avenue’  

Officially, 6,181 people were killed in Duterte’s “war on 
drugs”, which began in 2016, but rights groups say that up 
to 30,000 may have died, some innocent victims, and that 
corruption was rife among security forces that acted with 
impunity. President Marcos, elected last year, has vowed to 
continue the drug war but with a focus on prevention and 

rehabilitation. He has, so far, ruled out reversing Duterte’s 
decision to pull the Philippines out of the ICC. 

“We can show that despite structural and resource limi-
tations in our legal system, it is still a well-functioning sys-
tem that yields positive results in its own time,” Guevarra 
said. Rights groups, however, welcomed the ICC 
announcement, and allege the killings are continuing under 
Marcos. —AFP 

MANILA: In this file photo taken on July 20, 2017, male residents 
are rounded up for verification after police officers conducted a 
large scale anti-drug raid at a slum community in Manila. —AFP

Five dead, 12  
missing after Cuba 
migrant boat sinks 

 
HAVANA: Five people died and another 12 were 
unaccounted for after an improvised boat they were 
using to reach the United States from Cuba sank, offi-
cial Cuban media reported Friday. A serious economic 
crisis is fuelling an unprecedented exodus from Cuba, 
particularly to the United States. “Five deaths have 
been reported,” the Cubadebate newspaper reported 
on its website, adding that survivors said “the incident 
occurred due to strong waves.” It said two coast-
guard boats headed to the scene in response to a call 
for help, rescuing 11. Witnesses said 12 people from 
the boat were missing, the report said. 

The migrants, all from the municipality of 
Cardenas, 115 kilometers (70 miles) east of the capital 
Havana, “left the country illegally on January 23 
through Torrontela” trying to reach US territory, it 
said. The boat sank the next day. Many Cubans have 
taken advantage of a visa exemption in Nicaragua, an 
ally of Havana, since the end of 2021 to try to reach 
the United States through Central America. 
Emigration by sea, through the Florida Straits, has 
also skyrocketed in recent months. The United States 
Coast Guard has intercepted 5,321 Cubans at sea 
since October 1, compared with 6,182 in the whole 
year to September 2022. —AFP


