
JERUSALEM: A 13-year-old Palestinian boy shot and
wounded a father and son in east Jerusalem on
Saturday hours after a gunman killed seven outside a
synagogue, in one of the deadliest such attacks in
years. The two shootings marked another dramatic
escalation in the Zionist-Palestinian conflict and defied
global calls for calm. Police said the latest gun attack
occurred on Saturday morning in Silwan just outside
the old, walled city in Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem.

A father, 47, and his 23-year-old son sustained gun-
shot wounds to their upper bodies and were rushed to
hospital, police and medics said. Police had earlier
announced the arrest of 42 people in connection with
Friday’s synagogue attack. The mass shooting was car-
ried out by a 21-year-old Palestinian resident of east
Jerusalem who drove up to the synagogue in the Neve
Yaakov neighborhood and opened fire during the
Jewish Sabbath, and on International Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

The attack came with tensions rising across the
region a day after one of the deadliest army raids in
the occupied West Bank in roughly two decades, as
well as rocket fire from militants in the Gaza Strip and
Zionist retaliatory air strikes. Crowds shouted “Death
to Arabs” as Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu toured the scene of the synagogue attack
late Friday. Palestinians held spontaneous rallies to cel-
ebrate the killings in Gaza and across the West Bank,
including in Ramallah where large crowds swarmed the
streets chanting and waving Palestinian flags.

Arab condemnation 
Zionist’s police chief Kobi Shabtai called the syna-

gogue shooting “one of the worst attacks (Zionist enti-
ty) has encountered in recent years.” Several Arab
nations that have ties with Zionist entity-including
Egypt, Jordan and the United Arab Emirates-con-
demned Friday night’s shooting. But the Lebanese
group Hezbollah, one of Zionist’s most prominent foes,
praised the attack as “heroic”, voicing “absolute sup-
port for all the steps taken by the Palestinian resistance
factions”.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said he was “deeply
shocked” by the “terrible” Jerusalem attacks and that
his country “stands by the side of Zionist entity”.

French President Emmanuel Macron said a “spiral of
violence must be avoided at all costs”. The gunman at
the synagogue was killed by police during a shootout
that followed a brief car chase after the attack.

There has been no indication that he had prior
involvement in militant activity or was a member of
an established Palestinian armed group. “The
Jerusalem District Police and border police fighters
arrested 42 suspects-some of them from the terror-
ist’s (immediate) family, relatives and (neighbors),” a
police statement said.

“The police will thoroughly examine the connection
between each of the arrested suspects and the terror-
ist who carried out the attack, as well as the extent of
their knowledge and/or involvement,” it added. The
Zionist entity annexed east Jerusalem following the
1967 Six-Day War. Palestinians claim the area as the
capital of their future state.

Escalating violence 
Nine people had been killed Thursday in what the

Zionist entity described as a “counter-terrorism”
operation in the Jenin refugee camp. It was one of the
deadliest Zionist army raids in the West Bank since

the second intifada, or Palestinian uprising, of 2000
to 2005.

Zionist entity said Islamic Jihad operatives were
the target. Islamic Jihad and Hamas both vowed to
retaliate, later firing several rockets at Zionist territo-
ry. Most of the rockets were intercepted by Zionist
air defenses. The military responded with strikes on
Hamas targets in Gaza. There were no injuries report-
ed on either side, but Gaza’s armed groups vowed
further action.

After the synagogue shooting, Hamas spokesman
Hazem Qassem said the attack proved “the resistance
knows how to find the appropriate response” to
Zionist “crimes”. Washington had announced Thursday
that US Secretary of State Antony Blinken would travel
next week to Zionist and the Palestinian territories,
where he would push for an “end to the cycle of vio-
lence”. A US State Department spokesman confirmed
on Friday that the visit would go ahead and said
Blinken would discuss “steps to be taken to de-esca-
late tensions”. At least 26 Zionists and 200 Palestinians
were killed across the Zionist entity and the Palestinian
territories in 2022, the majority in the West Bank,
according to an AFP tally from official sources.—AFP 
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New gun attack in east Jerusalem 
after synagogue mass shooting

JERUSALEM: Zionist emergency personnel help victims at the site of a reported attack in a settler neighborhood in
Zionist-annexed East Jerusalem.—AFP 

One killed in attack
on Azerbaijan 
embassy in Iran
TEHRAN: A gunman stormed Azerbaijan’s
embassy in Tehran on Friday, killing the mission’s
head of security in an attack Iran said was motivat-
ed by personal reasons but Baku labeled an act of
“terrorism”. Azerbaijan’s foreign ministry said
“responsibility” for the shooting, which also
wounded two embassy security guards, lies with
Iran-with spokesman Ayxan Hacizada telling media
in his country a recent anti-Azerbaijani campaign
in Iran had “encouraged the attack”.

Hacizada later told Turkey’s state broadcaster
TRT Haber that embassy staff were “being evacu-
ated from Iran”. Leaked video footage from the
embassy, widely shared on social media and pub-
lished by Iranian media, shows two men parking a
car and entering the building in east Tehran, before
a speeding car approaches and crashes into the
rear of their vehicle.

A man holding what appears to be a semi-auto-
matic rifle is seen emerging from the second car
and motioning to a security guard before forcing
his way into the embassy. Another unverified video
apparently filmed inside the embassy shows two
men entering and one of them opening the door in
response to commotion outside, allowing a gunman
to barge into the building and open fire. One man
appears to be struck in the torso by a bullet and
collapses behind an internal door while the
assailant is tackled by another guard. An AFP pho-
to shows what appears to be bullet holes in the
front door of the embassy.

Following the attack, Azerbaijan’s foreign min-
istry said the diplomatic mission’s head of security
was killed and that two guards were wounded but
in a “satisfactory” condition, adding that an inves-
tigation had been launched. Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyev said on Twitter that the attack was an
act of “terrorism” and named the dead security
officer as First Lieutenant Orkhan Rizvan. Tehran’s
police chief General Hossein Rahimi said the
attacker had been arrested and was an Iranian man
married to an Azerbaijani woman. “He claims his
wife has been held at the embassy for nine
months,” Rahimi said on television.—AFP

TEHERAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian (right) and Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Iran
Ali Alizada (left) visit at the Tajrish hospital, one of the
persons wounded in an attack on Azerbaijan’s embassy
in Tehran.—AFP 

Italy’s Meloni in
Libya to discuss 
energy, migration
TRIPOLI : Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
arrived Saturday in the Libyan capital Tripoli for talks
on energy as well as the thorny issue of migration,
Libyan state media said. Meloni’s trip-her second to a
North African country this week-is the first by a
European leader to war-battered Libya since her
predecessor Mario Draghi’s visit in April 2021. State
television said the Italian premier was received by
Abdelhamid Dbeibah, who heads the Tripoli-based,
UN-brokered Government of National Unity which is
contested by a rival administration in the east.

Libya and its former colonial power Italy are key
trade partners, particularly in energy, where Italian
giant Eni plays a major role in tapping into Africa’s
largest known oil reserves. Meloni was accompanied
by Eni chief Claudio Descalzi, who is expected to sign

a deal with Libya’s National Oil Company to develop
two Libyan offshore gas fields. Eni will invest $8 mil-
lion in the two fields, NOC chief Farhat Bengdara said
in televised remarks this week, adding they are
expected to produce 850 million cubic metres of gas.
Meloni visited Algeria on Monday seeking supply
deals from Africa’s top gas exporter to help reduce
reliance on Russia after it invaded Ukraine last year.

During her trip to Libya, she is also expected to
discuss the issue of migration amid rising numbers of
irregular migrants from Libya to Italy. Libya has been
wracked by years of conflict and division since a
NATO-backed revolt toppled dictator Moamer
Kadhafi in 2011. The country is a conduit for thousands
of people each year fleeing conflict and poverty across
Africa, seeking refuge across the Mediterranean in
Europe.

Meloni’s far-right government took office in October,
vowing to stop migrant landings in Italy, which reached
more than 105,000 in 2022. The central Mediterranean
route is considered the world’s most treacherous,
according to the International Organization for
Migration, which estimated that 1,377 migrants had dis-
appeared on that route last year.—AFP

Iran cleric opposes 
use of violence 
to impose hijab
TEHRAN: One of Iran’s top Shiite clerics, Grand
Ayatollah Nasser Makarem, has spoken out against the
use of violence to force women into wearing the
Islamic veil. Iran has witnessed a wave of nationwide
protests since the September 16 death of Mahsa Amini,
a 22-year-old ethnic Kurd, after her arrest for an
alleged breach of the Islamic republic’s dress code for
women. Hundreds of people have been killed, including
dozens of security personnel, and thousands have been
arrested in the protests, which authorities generally
refer to a “riots”.

Makarem, a prominent cleric known for his conser-

vative stance, said late Thursday that he “does not con-
sider violence and pressure to be effective in the hijab
issue”. “The president and ministers should know that
they are in a difficult situation; it is true the enemy is
very active, but not all avenues are closed,” he said,
quoted by the official IRNA news agency.

“The hijab issue is currently linked to political issues,
and some people say that if they can remove the veil,
the Islamic republic’s system will be weakened,” the
grand ayatollah added. His remarks came a day after
Iran’s Tourism and Heritage Minister Ezzatollah
Zarghami called for greater tolerance towards women
not wearing mandatory headscarves.

Earlier this month, however, Iran’s prosecutor general
had called for police to “firmly punish any hijab viola-
tors”. Iran has accused its foreign foes, including the
United States and Israel, of fomenting the protests that
erupted over Amini’s death in the custody of the coun-
try’s morality police. — AFP

Johannesburg gets first 
Muslim mayor as tiny
party wins top job
JOHANNESBURG: A councilor from a small Muslim
party was elected mayor of Johannesburg on Friday
after months of political maneuvering and legal battles
for control of South Africa’s business capital. Thapelo

Amad, of the Al Jama-ah party, was voted in by the city
council to replace mayor Mpho Phalatse, a member of
South Africa’s largest opposition party, the Democratic
Alliance (DA). Amad, 41, said he was “humbled” and
“overwhelmed” at being the first Muslim to helm the
country’s biggest metropolis. “It marks history in South
Africa,” he told the council after the vote.

He vowed to make the fight against graft his top pri-
ority. Amad was elected with the support of the ruling
African National Congress (ANC) party, which holds
the most seats in the council but fell short of an outright
majority at the 2021 city elections. Amad’s appointment

came as a surprise, with Al Jama-ah holding only three
of the council’s 270 seats, and follows months of coali-
tion horse trading.

His predecessor, Phalatse, 45, was ousted in a vote of
no-confidence earlier this week. It was the third no-
confidence vote the outgoing mayor had faced since
September, when she was first pushed out after her
coalition crumbled-only to be later reinstated by the
courts. Phalatse became the first black woman to lead
South Africa’s main economic hub in 2021, after the
ANC lost local elections in its worst showing at the bal-
lot since the advent of democracy in 1994. — AFP

TRIPOLI, Libya: Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and Libya’s Tripoli-based Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah
hold a joint press conference in the Libyan capital, on Saturday. — AFP 

Retired NATO general
Petr Pavel wins Czech
presidential vote
PRAGUE : Retired NATO general Petr Pavel beat bil-
lionaire former prime minister Andrej Babis in a presi-
dential election run-off Saturday, interim results
showed. Pavel, a former paratrooper, won 56.76 per-
cent of votes while Babis scored 43.23 percent, with
over 85 percent of the vote counted, according to the
Czech Statistical Office. Turnout in the EU and NATO
member country of 10.5 million people was unusually
high at 70 percent following an acrimonious campaign
marked by controversy, death threats and a brazen
hoax. The 61-year-old Pavel will replace President
Milos Zeman, an outspoken and divisive politician who
fostered close ties with Moscow before making a U-
turn when Russia invaded Ukraine last year. Pavel
already beat Babis in the first round two weeks ago,
scoring 35.4 percent against 35 percent for the former
prime minister.

Since then, Babis and his family have been targeted
by death threats, while Pavel was the victim of a hoax
claiming he was dead as disinformation plagued the
final campaign. While the role is largely ceremonial, the
Czech president names the government, picks the cen-
tral bank governor and constitutional judges, and
serves as commander of the armed forces. Voting in the
small town of Dobrichovice southwest of Prague on an
overcast Saturday morning, Irena Cihelkova told AFP
the new president should serve the country well. “He
should be forthcoming and friendly, an asset for the
country, and not make problems abroad like some oth-
er Czech statesmen,” she said. Pavel will be the fourth
president of the Czech Republic since it emerged as an
independent state after a peaceful split with Slovakia in
1993, four years after Czechoslovakia shed four-
decades of totalitarian communist rule.—AFP

TEHRAN: Iranian shoppers walk through the bazaar of
Tajrish in northern Tehran. — AFP

Watchdog blames
Syria for 2018 
chemical attack
THE HAGUE: The global chemical weapons watchdog
blamed Syria on Friday for a 2018 chlorine attack that
killed 43 people, in a long-awaited report on a case that
sparked tensions between Damascus and the West.
Investigators said there were “reasonable grounds to
believe” that at least one Syrian air force helicopter had
dropped two cylinders of the toxic gas on the rebel-held
town of Douma during Syria’s civil war. “The world now
knows the facts,” Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) chief Fernando Arias said in
a statement. “It is up to the international community to
take action.”

Damascus and its ally Moscow claimed the April 7,
2018 attack was staged by rescue workers at the behest
of the United States, which afterwards launched air
strikes on Syria along with Britain and France. The
Douma case also caused controversy after leaks from
two former employees accused the Hague-based
watchdog of altering its original findings to make them
sound more convincing. But the OPCW said its investi-
gators had “considered a range of possible scenarios”
and concluded that “the Syrian Arab Air Forces are the
perpetrators of this attack.”

Western powers together called on Syria to be held
accountable over the “horrific” attack. “We call on the
Russian Federation to stop shielding Syria from accounta-
bility for its use of chemical weapons,” said a joint state-
ment by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his
counterparts from Britain, France and Germany. “No
amount of disinformation from the Kremlin can hide its
hand in abetting the Assad regime.”

The watchdog said an “elite” Syrian unit known as
the Tiger Force had launched the attack during a mili-
tary offensive to reclaim Douma, and that Islamist rebels
had agreed to withdraw the day afterwards. It said that
“at least one Mi-8/17 helicopter of the Syrian Arab Air
Force, departing from Dumayr airbase and operating
under the control of the Tiger Forces, dropped two yel-
low cylinders”. The cylinders hit two residential build-
ings, it said.—AFP

Palestinians hold spontaneous rallies to celebrate the killings in Gaza 


