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French court
orders return 
of Nazi-looted
painting

AParis court on Friday ordered
Christie’s auction house to return
a painting stolen by the Nazis to

the heirs of its owner, a cousin of the
writer Marcel Proust. Occupying Nazi
forces seized “The Penitent Magdalene”

by the Dutch artist Adriaen van der Werff
(1659-1722) in October 1942 from Lionel
Hauser, said the court ruling, seen by
AFP. Hauser, who came from a French
Jewish family, fled to the south of France
after German forces invaded. He was a
distant cousin and confidant of Proust,
author of the 20th-century masterpiece
“In Search of Lost Time”.

The painting’s whereabouts were
largely unknown until 2017, until its own-
er asked when the London-based auc-
tion house to sell it. Christie’s had previ-
ously sold the same work in 2005 for
60,000 pounds ($74,000 at current
exchange rates). This time, it
researched the painting’s provenance
and discovered that it had been part of
Hauser’s collection-and was also listed
on a record of works plundered in
France during the war.

It contacted Hauser’s heirs and pro-
posed splitting the profits of the sale but
the offer was refused, according to
French media reports. The court also
ordered Christie’s to pay the heirs
10,000 euros ($10,900) and reveal the
identity of the painting’s current owner
and its current whereabouts, as well as
its sales record. The case was the latest
in France aimed at restoring artworks
looted by the Nazis to their rightful own-
ers. The Nazis are estimated to have
plundered some 600,000 artworks in
Europe, according to a US congression-
al report. Courts on both sides of the
Atlantic have regularly heard cases
designed to restore items to their original
owners.—AFP

Ugandan court
orders woman to
pay ex for breakup

AUgandan court has ordered a
woman to pay her ex-fiance more
than $2,800 for breaking off their

engagement after he paid for her stud-
ies, saying she caused “inconvenience
and psychological anguish”. According
to court documents seen by AFP, retired
teacher Richard Tumwiine, 64, paid for
Fortunate Kyarikunda’s diploma in law
while the couple were engaged. The
woman-said to be in her early thirties-
subsequently “turned against the plaintiff

saying she cannot marry an old man”.
“Since the promise to marry was not

fulfilled by the defendant to the detriment
of the plaintiff then the plaintiff is entitled
to reimbursement,” Magistrate Charles
Mukobi ruled on Thursday in Kanungu,
western Uganda. The judge said
Kyarikunda had to refund the 9,439,100
Ugandan shill ings ($2,560) that
Tumwiine spent on her studies.

The court also ordered the defen-
dant to pay “one mil l ion shi l l ings
($271) in general damages to the
plaintiff for inconvenience and psycho-
logical anguish,” Mukobi added.
Kyarikunda neither submitted a
defense nor attended proceedings, the
court said. She could not be reached
by AFP for comment. —AFP

A pharaoh statue is on display during a press
conference at the Saqqara archaeological site.

A recently discovered artifact is on display
during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site.

A recently discovered artifact is on display during a press conference at the Saqqara archaeologi-
cal site, where a gold-laced mummy and four tombs including of an ancient king’s “secret keep-
er” were discovered.

Workers stand behind a collection of pharaoh statues during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site.

A collection of pharaoh statues is on display during a press conference at the Saqqara necropolis, where a gold-laced mummy and four tombs
including of an ancient king’s “secret keeper” were discovered, south of Cairo. — AFP photos

Egypt unveiled Thursday a gold-
laced mummy and four tombs,
including of an ancient king’s

“secret keeper”, discovered in the
Saqqara necropolis south of Cairo. The
vast burial site at the ancient Egyptian
capital Memphis, a UNESCO World
Heritage site, is home to more than a
dozen pyramids, animal graves and old
Coptic Christian monasteries.
Archaeologist Zahi Hawass, Egypt’s for-
mer antiquities minister, announced the
latest discovery, dating from the fifth and
sixth dynasties-around the 25th to the
22nd centuries BC-to reporters at the dig
site.

The largest tomb, “decorated with
scenes of daily life,” belonged to a priest,
inspector and supervisor of nobles
named Khnumdjedef, said Hawass. It
was found in the pyramid complex of
Unas, the last king of the fifth dynasty,
who reigned some 4,300 years ago.
Another tomb belonged to Meri, who
according to Hawass served as the
pharaoh’s appointed “secret keeper”, a
priestly title held by a senior palace offi-
cial bestowing the power and authority to
perform special religious rituals.

A third tomb belonged to a priest in
pharaoh Pepi I’s pyramid complex, and
the fourth to a judge and writer named
Fetek, Hawass added. Fetek’s tomb
included a collection of “the largest stat-
ues” ever found in the area, Mostafa
Waziri, head of Egypt’s Supreme Council
of Antiquities, told reporters. Down a 15-
metre shaft, the expedition also found a
large limestone sarcophagus that had

remained sealed “just as the ancient
Egyptians left it 4,300 years ago”,
Hawass said.

Inside was a mummy featuring “gold-
leaf covering” that belonged to a man
named Hekashepes, according to
Hawass, who described it as one of the
oldest and most complete non-royal
mummies ever found in the country.
Egypt has unveiled many major archae-
ological discoveries in recent years.

Critics say the flurry of excavations
has prioritized finds shown to grab
media attention over hard academic
research. But the discoveries have been
a key component of Egypt’s attempts to
revive its vital tourism industry after

years of political unrest, as well as after
the Covid pandemic.

The government’s plans-the crowning
jewel of which is the long-delayed inau-
guration of the Grand Egyptian Museum
at the foot of the pyramids in Giza-aim to
draw in 30 million tourists a year by
2028, up from 13 million before the pan-
demic. The country of 104 million inhabi-
tants is suffering from a severe econom-
ic crisis. According to official figures,
Egypt’s tourism industry accounts for 10
percent of GDP and some two million
jobs. — AFP

Egypt unveils ancient ‘secret 
keeper’ tomb, golden mummy

A recently discovered artifact is on display
during a press conference at the Saqqara
archaeological site. These pictures show views inside the recently discovered tomb at the Saqqara archaeological site, south of Cairo. 

Artifacts are displayed at the Saqqara archae-
ological site.

A picture shows a view inside the recently dis-
covered tomb at the Saqqara archaeological
site, south of Cairo. Egyptian workers attend a press conference at the Saqqara archaeological site.


