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These pictures show members of the all-female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band performing on stage in front of an audience at a festival in Jakarta. — AFP photos 

At a packed festival in central
Jakarta, hijab-clad sexagenarian
singer Rien Djamain bursts into an

upbeat track about nuclear destruction to
a crowd of thousands, mostly young
Indonesians. Behind the frontwoman of
the all-female Nasida Ria band are her
fellow musicians, dressed in silver and
black sequined dresses, backing up her
velvety vocals with bongos, violins, man-
dolins, bamboo flutes and tambourines.
“O cursed creator of the nuclear bomb,
why do you invite the day of judgment?”
she sang on the track “Bom Nuklir”.

Young concert-goers swung from side
to side during the macabre ditty, shouting
“mother!” at their favorite band members.
Originally formed 47 years ago as a
Koran recital group, the band now num-
bers a dozen performers, fusing Arabic
and traditional Indonesian dangdut
music, which was once thought tacky and
dated in cosmopolitan circles. Their
humorous Islamic pop tunes about seri-
ous themes, such as justice and human
rights, have caught on with social media-
obsessed young people looking for some
levity in their playlists.

Riding the wave of Indonesia’s
increasingly vibrant music scene, the
band’s droll lyrics have gained them a
certain notoriety. Their songs are laden
with similes and metaphors, comparing
womanizers to “seditious bats” or

describing how “monkeys like to carry
rifles, humans like to show nipples”.
Twenty-three-year-old Fathul Amin said
he thinks the band is “more than just
cool”. “Why? Because all of the members
are women who can play more than three
musical instruments,” he said.

Screen grabs of Nasida Ria’s expres-
sive words have been widely shared as
memes, forging a connection between
the band and the younger generation.
“That is how youths communicate nowa-
days, and that is OK. More importantly, it
shows that our messages through the

songs are well accepted,” Djamain told
AFP. “I am grateful that despite the most-
ly old members, Nasida Ria is still loved
by the youths. That our music is still
enjoyable to them.”

‘Guilty pleasure’ 
Music consumption in Indonesia is

evolving, experts say, with listeners
adding combinations of genres that
include more traditional sounds-such as
dangdut with Javanese lyrics or reggae-
pop sung in eastern Indonesian dialects-
to their Western favorites. That growing
trend has made Nasida Ria more rele-
vant than ever, according to music jour-
nalist Shindu Alpito. “The younger gener-
ations tend to celebrate music with a
sense of humor. They are attracted not
only to the musical aesthetics but also
musical comedy,” he told AFP.

Dangdut music has been increasing in
popularity, with acts now playing at festi-
vals across Indonesia, performing for
young audiences alongside rock bands,
in addition to gigs for their usual crowds
in smaller villages. “A lot of youths in...
Jakarta are re-embracing local music.
Now, these types of music are what they
call a guilty pleasure,” Alpito said. “Islamic
songs are usually serious, with lyrics
carefully quoting Islamic teachings.
However, Nasida Ria have charmed
broader society through a language style

that is easy to understand and amusing.”

YouTube surge 
The group capitalized on the demand

for entertainment while the world was
stuck indoors and concert venues were
closed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nasida Ria’s youngest member, 27-year-
old Nazla Zain, attributes their success to
modern technology allowing people from
all backgrounds to be exposed to their
music. “We are keeping up with the trend
by using YouTube and other music appli-
cations,” she said. “So now youths with
mobile phones can listen to our songs.

That might be a reason why they like us.”
They have seen their YouTube subscriber
count surge six-fold since March 2020 to
nearly 500,000.

They also boast nearly 50,000 listen-
ers every month on streaming platform
Spotify and 38,000 followers on
Instagram. “They are so cool as they still
perform at a not-so-young age,” said 32-
year-old metal and punk fan Ricky
Prasetyo. “No wonder many people call
them the indie mothers.”— AFP

This picture shows members of the audience watching a big screen showing members of the
all-female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band performing on stage at a festival in Jakarta.

These handout pictures show a joey emerging from the pouch of its mother, a Goodfellow’s tree
kangaroo named Kitawa. — AFP photos

This picture shows Makhi, a member of the all-
female hijab-clad Nasida Ria band, performing
on stage in front of an audience at a festival in
Jakarta.

Conservationists at a UK zoo have
captured the moment a rare tree
kangaroo popped out of its moth-

er ’s pouch for the first time, part of
research aimed at helping the endan-
gered species survive in the wild. The
elusive Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo is
much smaller than the better known
Australian kangaroo species. It is native
to the mountainous rainforests of Papua
New Guinea, where they are under threat
from hunting and habitat destruction. The
species lives high up in trees and has lost
more than half its population in the past
30 years.

Dave White, team manager of Chester
Zoo in northwestern England, said they
had documented the marsupial’s growth
using a special endoscope carefully
placed into the mother’s pouch every few
weeks since it was born last July. “By
having these endangered species in our
care we can learn so much about them
and this sort of information that we are
gathering is a small part preserving them
in the wild,” he told AFP.

Since little is known about their devel-
opment, scientists hope capturing the
process on camera will improve conser-
vation practices and help other similar

species in southeast Asia survive in the
wild. Tree kangaroos have one of the
“most complex birthing processes in the
animal kingdom”, said White. It involves
the youngster being born incredibly
underdeveloped and instinctively follow-
ing a path of fur, which has been licked
by the mother, that leads to the pouch.

Once inside the pouch, the young kan-
garoo latches on to teats for nutrition.
Then, slowly, it grows from the size of a
jellybean, developing back legs and fur,
until “around six months later it starts to
open its eyes and pop its head out”, he
said. Over the coming days and weeks,

Chester’s new baby kangaroo, is expect-
ed to fully emerge from its mother’s
pouch and begin learning to hop and
climb trees, White added. It is not yet
named, but thought to be male. The
Goodfellow tree kangaroo is one of 14
species of tree kangaroo. The others are
found in the lowland and mountainous
forests of Indonesia, the far north of
Queensland, Australia and also in Papua
New Guinea.—AFP 

India to get more
than 100 cheetahs
from S Africa
South Africa said Thursday that it had

reached a deal to transfer more than
100 cheetahs to India as part of an

ambitious project to reintroduce the spot-
ted cats in the south Asian country. The
environment ministry said an initial batch
of 12 cheetahs would be flown to India
next month, after eight cheetahs arrived
from Namibia last September. “The plan is
to translocate a further 12 annually for the
next eight to 10 years” to help establish a
“viable and secure cheetah population,”
the ministry said in a statement.

India was once home to the Asiatic
cheetah but the animal was declared
extinct there by 1952, primarily because of
habitat loss and deaths at the hands of

hunters seeking their distinctive spotted
hides. Efforts to reintroduce the animals
gathered pace in 2020 when India’s
Supreme Court ruled that African chee-

tahs, a different subspecies, could be
brought into the country at a “carefully
chosen location” on an experimental
basis.

Negotiations for the deal with South
Africa were long in the making, with the
first cheetahs initially expected to be flown
to India last August. They have been living
in quarantine in the meantime. “The chee-
tahs in quarantine... are all still doing well,”
said Adrian Tordiffe, a veterinary wildlife
specialist at the University of Pretoria who
is involved in the project.

Officials said the previous transfer from
Namibia marked the first intercontinental
relocation of cheetahs, the planet’s fastest
land animal. The Namibian specimens
were released at Kuno National Park, a
wildlife sanctuary 320 kilometers (200
miles) south of New Delhi, selected for its
abundant prey and grasslands.— AFP 

France minister
‘shocked’ after
train runs over cat

France’s Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said Friday he was
“particularly shocked” after a

train departing a busy Paris station
appeared to deliberately run over a
domestic cat. He spoke after an ani-
mal rights group this week filed a
complaint against national railway
operator SNCF over the pet’s death at
the Montparnasse station on January
2. Passengers Georgia and her 15-
year-old daughter Melaina said their
pet Neko escaped from its travel bag
and disappeared under a high-speed
train as they prepared to travel to
Bordeaux.

After 20 minutes of trying to per-
suade staff to rescue it, the train
departed, killing the cat. “We saw him
sliced in half,” Melaina told animal
rights association 30 Million Friends.
“They told us it wasn’t their problem,
that it was just a cat and that we
should have had it on a leash.”
Afterwards, the train company
offered them a free t icket to
Bordeaux, they said.

30 Million Friends said it had filed a
complaint for “grave abuse and cruel-
ty that led to the death of an animal”.
That could lead to a fine of up to
75,000 euros (more than $80,000)
and a five-year jail sentence if the
case goes to court. Starting the train
was “a deliberate act... an informed
decision-and that is criminally repre-
hensible,” the group’s lawyer Xavier
Bacquet told BFMTV.

SNCF said it regretted the “tragic”
incident, but that descending onto the
tracks was strictly forbidden due to
the risk of electrocution. Darmanin on
Friday said he was “particularly
shocked by the way SNCF unfortu-
nately managed the terrible affair”.
“The investigation will determine who
is criminally responsible,” he told
BFMTV.

Darmanin announced that police
officers in 4,000 stations across the
country would be trained to respond
to animal trafficking and abuse. 30
Mill ion Friends welcomed the
announcement. But it must “impera-
tively come with proper awareness
raising among magistrates and adapt-
ed penal repression,” it said. — AFP 


