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‘Spin shock’ as New Zealand 
down India in T20 opener

RANCHI, India: Opener Devon Conway and 
Daryl Mitchell hit quickfire fifties to set up a con-
vincing 21-run victory for New Zealand in the first 
T20 international against India on Friday. Left-
hander Conway made 52 off 35 balls and Mitchell 
smashed an unbeaten 59 as the Kiwis posted 176-
6 after being invited to bat first in Ranchi. 

New Zealand, who suffered a 3-0 whitewash 
in the one-day internationals, restricted the 
hosts to 155-9 and took a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series. Skipper Mitchell Santner stood 
out with figures of 2-11 with his left-arm spin 
while fellow spinner Michael Bracewell and fast 
bowler Lockie Ferguson also took two wickets 
each. “I think it was a bit of a shock, how much 
it spun in the second innings,” said Santner. 
“After lots of runs in the ODI series, it was nice 
to see the ball turn.” 

The Black Caps started strongly after being 
invited to bat first, with Finn Allen striking four 
fours and two s ixes in  a  br isk 35. Spinner 
Washington Sundar cut short Allen’s stay as the 
batsman mistimed a hit to deep mid-wicket, and 
struck again in the over to get Mark Chapman 
caught and bowled for nought. Conway took his 
time before he changed gears and smashed tear-
away quick Umran Malik for two fours and a six 
in the eighth over. 

Conway kept  up the charge with Glenn 
Phillips as the pair put on 60 before left-arm 
wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav broke through with 
the wicket of Phillips for 17. Conway raised his 

fifty in 31 balls and found another attacking part-
ner in Mitchell, who hit five sixes in his 30-ball 
blitz, as they added 36 for the fourth wicket. 

 
‘Turned and bounced’ 

Left-arm pace bowler Arshdeep Singh finally 
got Conway out in the 18th over, but was then 
hammered for three sixes and a four by Mitchell 
in a 27-run final over. “It was nice to contribute 
to the score and then I think the boys bowled 
really well,” said man of the match Mitchell. “I 
think Devon batted well and allowed us to build.” 

In reply, India lost their top three batsmen 
with just 15 on the board in 3.1 overs with off-
spinner Bracewell striking first as he bowled the 
left-handed Ishan Kishan for four. Two more 
wickets in the next two overs put India in trouble 
before Suryakumar Yadav (47)  and Hardik 
Pandya (21) put the chase back on track in a 
partnership of 68. 

Suryakumar, a T20 sensation for his all-round 
hitting, started with a flurry of boundaries but 
the  pa i r  p layed wi th  a  mix  of  caut ion  and 
aggression. Suryakumar clubbed six fours and 
two sixes in his 47, before he mistimed a shot to 
long-on off leg-spinner Ish Sodhi. Pandya fell in 
the next over to Bracewell as the wheels came 
off the chase. 

Sundar survived three dropped catches to hit 
50 off 28 balls but found little support from the 
other end. “No one thought this wicket would 
play like that, both teams got surprised but New 

Zealand played better cricket,” said India skipper 
Pandya. “The new ball was turning more than the 
old ball. The way it turned and bounced sur-

prised us but till me and Surya were batting, we 
thought we would pull it off.” The second match 
is on Sunday in Lucknow.  —AFP

RANCHI: India’s Suryakumar Yadav watches the ball after playing a shot during the first Twenty20 international cricket 
match between India and New Zealand at the Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium on Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

 

Shiffrin nails 85th 
World Cup win 

 
SPINDLERUV MLYN, Czech Republic: 
Mikaela Shiffrin scooped up her 85th World 
Cup success on Saturday to leave the US ski 
sensation just one shy of the overall wins 
record held by Ingemar Stenmark. Forging 
into the lead in the first leg of the slalom at 
Spindleruv Mlyn Shiffrin nailed the second 
leg to beat German Lena Duerr by over half 
a second. 

The Colorado-born ski star is in such irre-
pressible form she will be favoured to draw 
level with Swedish icon Stenmark’s tally that 
has stood for over 30 years in Sunday’s second 
slalom at the Czech ski resort. Shiffrin arrived 
at Spindleruv Mlyn on the back of two giant 
slalom wins in the space of 24 hours this week 
in Kronplatz. 

That quick-fire double in Italy pushed the 
27-year-old ski phenomenon to within touching 
distance of the overall wins record of 86 held by 
Stenmark. Tuesday’s 83rd success had given her 
the women’s record for most wins on the elite 
circuit she had shared with retired fellow 
American Lindsey Vonn. With another slalom 
scheduled at Spindleruv Mlyn on Sunday she 
could well draw level with Swedish icon 
Stenmark before the weekend is out. —AFP 

Fast and furious 
S Africa triumph 
as England collapse 

 
BLOEMFONTEIN, South Africa: Fast bowlers 
Sisanda Magala, Anrich Nortje and Kagiso Rabada 
earned South Africa a dramatic 27-run win in the first 
one-day international against England at the 
Mangaung Oval in Bloemfontein on Friday. England 
seemed headed for a comfortable win as Jason Roy 
and Dawid Malan put on 146 for the first wicket inside 
the first 20 overs of England’s reply to South Africa’s 
298 for seven. Roy went on to score a thrilling 113 off 91 
balls but the rest of the batting collapsed. 

Magala made the crucial breakthrough when Malan 
mistimed an attempted pull against a short-pitched ball 
and was caught for 59. He followed up by trapping 
debutant Harry Brook leg before wicket for nought. 
Magala took three for 46 and was named man of the 
match, while Nortje (four for 62) and Rabada (two for 
46) were irresistible as the match reached a climax. 
Five of the wickets fell to short-pitched bowling. “The 
pitch was a bit two-paced and it made the bouncers 
effective,” said Magala. 

England captain Jos Buttler said he was disappoint-
ed that his side had not maintained the aggressive 
intent shown by Roy and Malan. “South Africa came 

back really well but I thought we could have kept try-
ing to take it on and put pressure on them,” he said. 
Although he finished on the losing side, Roy gave an 
emphatic answer to critics who have questioned his 
place in the team after a poor run of form since he 
helped England win the World Cup in 2019. He had 
made only one century since the World Cup, against 
second-tier Netherlands, and his previous eight innings 
had yielded only 160 runs with a highest score of 43. 

 
Archer expensive 

But Roy was in dominant form from the start of his 
innings, reaching his fifty off 45 balls and his century 
off 79 deliveries. He hit 11 fours and four sixes. Rassie 
van der Dussen hit a contrasting century to enable 
South Africa to post a challenging total. Van der 
Dussen made 111 off 117 balls, hitting only six bound-
aries. He held the innings together as England’s 
bowlers came back strongly after an opening stand of 
61 off 52 balls between Quinton de Kock and captain 
Temba Bavuma. 

England fast bowler Jofra Archer was expensive in 
his first one-day international since September 2020, 
taking one for 81 in ten overs. But the rest of the 
England bowlers made the batsmen work hard for their 
runs on a slow pitch. South Africa’s total was only 12 
runs higher than the average first innings total on a 
ground known for high scoring. 

Left-armer Sam Curran took three for 35 in nine 
overs, mixing up his pace and making good use of the 
bouncer - a formula which later worked well for the 

South Africans. The three-match series is part of the 
World Cup Super League and the win was a boost for 
South Africa, who have yet to earn automatic qualifica-
tion for the World Cup in India later this year. Bavuma 
said South Africa had gone into the series determined 
to play good cricket, whether or not they qualified for 
the World Cup. “We’re happy with the way we went 
about our business but obviously we need the points,” 
he said.  —AFP

BLOEMFONTEIN: South Africa’s Anrich Nortje delivers a ball 
during the first one day international (ODI) cricket match 
between South Africa and England at Mangaung Oval on 
Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

Organizers, riders 
hail success of 
cycling initiative 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Chairwoman of the Gulf Cycling Initiative 
Sarah Al-Hubail said the second edition of the initiative to 
be held in 2024 will include several countries and will 
conclude in Bahrain. She spoke at the end of the third and 
final stage of the initiative in Fintas last night. The initia-
tive was held over three days under the theme “March of 
Gratitude”, as 90 athletes from 11 countries participated 
and covered over 200 km. 

Hubail lauded the support of the interior ministry 
which contributed to the event’s success. “We were 
happy with the organization of the initiative, during 
which we did not have any injury or accident, while 
each team presented its humanitarian message in the 
best way possible,” she said, hoping the next edition 
will add to the success, especially since its activities 
will be held in several Gulf countries. 

Head of the American Women’s Society Pamela 
Khuraibet said the initiative was a success and lauded the 
efforts of the organizing committee. “My message is to 
become more active in sports, as health comes first and 

we must have a sports hobby to maintain our health,” she 
said. She said it is not necessary to cover the entire dis-
tance during the initiative, as each participant knows their 
abilities, and the most important thing is to participate. 

Participant from Saudi Arabia Saad Al-Hunaidi was 
pleased with his participation. He said this is not the first 
time he has participated, as he participated in the 2019 
event too. He said the atmosphere was encouraging and 
enthusiastic and called for cooperation among partici-
pants. He said he did not face any problem in covering 
more than 200 km in three days, adding “sports for me is 

a way of life” and that he practices every day. Bahrain’s 
Saqer Al-Kawari said the three stages were a personal 
challenge for each participant, and were completed by 
the majority of participants. Abdallah Al-Bawardi from 
Saudi Arabia said he participated in several European 
events covering a total of 900 km, and did not face any 
problem in the “March of Gratitude”. Lebanon’s Iman Al-
Charief lauded the role of Hubail in holding the initiative. 
She said she enjoyed participating and representing the 
women’s league in this initiative, hoping for more 
women’s participation in the future.

Women’s fencing 
success hailed 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Head of the women’s committee at Kuwait 
Fencing Association Loulua Al-Ayoub said the achieve-
ment made by Kuwait’s women team during the Arab 
Fencing Championship in Bahrain was due to hard and 
well-planned work over many years, coupled with sup-
port from the board of directors and Chairman Abdullah 
Al-Waalan, and cooperation between the association’s 
technical committee lead by Abdelkareem Al-Shamlan 
and coach Diego from Italy. 

Ayoub said the women team is in a training camp in 
Jordan that will continue until Feb 5 to prepare for the 
Asian Fencing Championship in March. She said the 
Arab Championship was highly competitive on the 
women’s side as the best Arab teams participated. She 
added the bronze medal that was won by fencers Al-
Anoud Al-Hazeem, Suhad Al-Naqeeb, Nour Al-Saeed 
and Fouz Al-Refae came after hard efforts and high 
spirit during the championship, despite their young age 
compared to other teams.

SPINDLERUV MLYN, Czech Republic: US’ Mikaela 
Shiffrin competes during the first run of the women’s 
slalom competition of the FIS Ski World Cup on Jan 
28, 2023.  —AFP

Levito captures 
US women’s 
figure skating title 

 
SAN FRANCISCO: 
World junior champion 
Isabeau Levito cement-
ed her rising star status 
on Friday, topping the 
free skate to win the US 
Figure Skating women’s 
title in San Jose, 
California. The 15-year-
old had led veteran 
Bradie Tennell by just 
two-hundredths of a 
point after Thursday’s 
short program, but she 
was more than 10 points 
clear with a lustrous final 
free skate to lift the title with a total of 223.33 points. 

Tennell, who was sidelined for more than a year in 
2021 and 2022 with foot and ankle injuries, put a hand 
down on one triple jump but did enough to take silver 
ahead of Amber Glenn. Glenn nailed the only triple axel 
of the night to move up from fourth after the short pro-
gram to finish third with 207.44 points. Another reign-
ing junior champion was on top of the men’s competi-
tion after “Quadgod” Ilia Malinin seized control with a 
short program that featured a quadruple lutz in combi-
nation and a quadruple toe loop. —AFP 

Isabeau Levito


