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MANCHESTER: Mikel Arteta said Arsenal need 
to learn to be ruthless against Manchester City 
after Nathan Ake’s goal earned Pep Guardiola’s men 
a 1-0 win in the FA Cup fourth round on Friday. The 
sides will meet twice more in the next three months 
in the Premier League with the title on the line. 
Arsenal lead City by five points at the top of the 
table and Arteta believes the Gunners have to put 
the defending English champions to the sword 
when they have the chance. 

The Arsenal boss showed a first league title in 19 
years is his priority by making six changes with 
Martin Odegaard and Gabriel Martinelli among 
those left on the bench. But the visitors still had 
chances early on as Takehiro Tomiyasu and 
Leandro Trossard on his full debut forced Stefan 
Ortega into flying saves. “Really disappointed. I 
think we could have got much more out of the 
game,” said Arteta. 

“We had big situations in the game and we didn’t 
put them away. In the big moments, in big matches 
you have the make the difference. That is how you 
win these games.” City were also far from their 
free-flowing best with Erling Haaland often man-
handled by Rob Holding before the break. The 
Norwegian saw an ambitious overhead kick from 

long range cleared by Tomiyasu with Arsenal goal-
keeper Matt Turner stranded before Kevin De 
Bruyne curled City’s best effort of the first half inch-
es wide. 

Guardiola had made just one outfield change 
from City’s 3-0 win over Wolves. However, it was 
his one of his substitutes, Julian Alvarez, that 
brought a lacklustre second half to life 26 minutes 
from time. The Argentine’s long-range effort can-
noned back off the post and from the rebound Jack 
Grealish’s pass picked out Ake, who curled into the 
far corner. “It was the first one I ever scored with 
my right foot so pleased with that,” said Ake. 

Arteta responded by throwing on Martinelli, 
Odegaard and Oleksandr Zinchenko. The visitors 
nearly hit back immediately as only a brilliant clear-
ance from Aymeric Laporte denied Eddie Nketiah a 
tap in. But Arsenal failed to create another chance 
to equalise as City laid down a marker on the chal-
lengers to their crown as the dominant force in 
English football. “A tight game against a really diffi-
cult opponent and we won it,” said Guardiola, who 
had billed the clash as a barometer of whether his 
side could reel in Arsenal in the title race. The sides 
meet again at the Emirates on February 15 before a 
rematch at the Etihad on April 26.  —AFP

Ake strike lays down Man 
City marker on Arsenal

 

Brazil open door 
to breaking foreign 
coach taboo 

 
SAO PAULO: More than two decades since their last 
World Cup triumph and without a local consensus pick, 
Brazil are considering breaking an unwritten taboo: hir-
ing a foreign coach. After six years in the job, Tite left the 
Brazil post last month following the Selecao’s World Cup 
quarterfinal exit against Croatia. Despite knowing for 
some time before the Qatar showpiece that Tite was 
leaving, Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) president 
Ednaldo Rodrigues still has not found a replacement. 

Now he is widening his search. “We have no nation-
ality prejudices,” he said on Jan 17. “We want it to be a 
respected coach who can bring a level of play worthy of 
the athletes. We want to do what Brazil have always 
tried to do: to be very attacking.” Apart from England, 
who hired Swede Sven Goran Eriksen and Fabio 
Capello of Italy in the 2000s, almost no other major 
footballing nation has had a foreign coach in decades. 

Brazil’s World Cup drought - stretching back to their 
dazzling triumph in 2002 with a three-pronged attack 
comprised of Ronaldo, Ronaldinho and Rivaldo - has 
forced the record five-time world champions to cast the 
net farther afield. There are potential Brazilian candi-
dates, but none have garnered widespread support. 
“We have good quality, but before we used to produce 
more coaches than now,” Luiz Felipe Scolari, the 2002 
title-winning coach, said recently. “The new generation 
... haven’t won enough trophies.” 

Brazilian press have been proposing numerous pos-
sible candidates. Spaniards Pep Guardiola and Luis 
Enrique, Italy’s Carlo Ancelotti, Frenchman Zinedine 
Zidane, Jose Mourinho of Portugal and even Argentines 
Marcelo Gallardo and Mauricio Pochettino. Manchester 
City’s Guardiola and Ancelotti of Real Madrid have both 
ruled themselves out, although the Spaniard did say a 
couple of years ago that he fancied leading a national 
team when he leaves the English champions. 

“Since the end of last year I think I’ve heard 26 
names. We will go after some of them,” said Rodrigues, 
who hopes to have the new man in place by March. But 
it is not easy hiring a world class coach when top 
European clubs can pay such inflated wages and offer 
the chance to compete for the Champions League or 
national titles. It is also not easy to convince the Brazilian 
fans to accept a “gringo” in charge of the Selecao. 

A poll in December found 48 percent were against 
the idea, with only 41 percent in favor. The rejection rate 
was at least lower than in previous such polls. “In Brazil 
there is one idea: we have the best football in the world, 
so we don’t need a foreign coach telling us how to play,” 
historian and editor of sports website Ludopedio, 
Victor Figols, told AFP. “Us, who know how to develop 
great players, who in part created dribbling, the way to 
play the beautiful game.” 

 
Local candidates 

Brazil did once have foreign coaches, although their 
reigns were fleeting. Uruguayan Ramon Platero held the 
position in 1925, Portugal’s Jorge Gomes de Lima 
coached the Selecao alongside Brazilian Flavio Costa in 
1944, and Argentina’s Filpo Nunez had a brief stint in 
1965. But foreigners were discarded once Brazil, using 
homegrown coaches, consolidated itself as a world 
football power. 

Quite the opposite occurred as coaches such as 
Scolari, Vanderlei Luxemburgo, Carlos Alberto 
Parreira, Ricardo Gomes and Zico took charge of oth-
er national teams. “An image was built throughout his-
tory that since we develop great players, we also 
develop great coaches, but it’s not true,” said Figols. 
“If we look at the FIFA rankings, Brazilian coaches are 
not even in the top 10.” 

There are some local candidates who are popular 
among the press, such as Dorival Junior, who won the 
2022 Copa Libertadores with Flamengo, or Fernando 
Diniz of Fluminense, Gremio’s Renato Portaluppi and 
Mano Menezes of Internacional. But none of them have 
a comparable resume to Tite’s before he took over the 
Brazil role. With Corinthians, Tite won the Copa 
Libertadores, two Brazilian titles and the Club World 
Cup in a five-year period. “We need to improve the lev-
el of those that live here regardless of whether we hire a 
foreigner or a Brazilian,” Paulo Vinicius Coelho, author 
of the “Brazilian Football School” book, wrote in the 
Folha de Sao Paulo newspaper. “Guardiola won’t come. 
But that doesn’t prevent Brazil from ... developing our 
own Pep Guardiola within a few years, as we once 
developed Zagallo and Tele Santana,” he added.  —AFP

Copa America to be 
held in US in 2024 

 
MIAMI: South America’s top national team competition, 
the Copa America, will be held in the United States in 
2024 and feature 10 teams from South America’s CON-
MEBOL and six teams from the CONCACAF region. 
CONCACAF, the confederation for North and Central 
America and the Caribbean, said the tournament would 
be co-organized by both organizations. 

The announcement is part of a series of new collabo-
rations between the North and South American confed-
erations including club and women’s team joint competi-
tions. CONMEBOL president Alejandro Dominguez said 
the two organizations wanted to see “more and better 
competitions and for football and its values to grow and 
strengthen throughout the hemisphere. Without a doubt, 
both confederations believe in big, and we will work with 
this orientation”. 

Three CONCACAF nations, the United States, 
Mexico and Canada, are jointly hosting the 2026 World 
Cup and holding a 16-team tournament two years prior 
is seen as the perfect appetizer for fans and test for 
organizing bodies. The Copa America in 2024 also 
ensure that the three host nations, who qualify auto-
matically for the expanded 48-team World Cup will 
have additional competitive games in preparation. 

The United States previously hosted a special cen-
tenary Copa America edition in 2016 also featuring 
CONCACAF teams. The six CONCACAF national 
teams will have to qualify for the Copa America 
through the 2023/24 CONCACAF Nations League 
competition. The 2024 Copa America was originally 
expected to be hosted by Ecuador but they opted 
against taking on the tournament. 

CONCACAF also said that in 2024 it would organize 
a ‘Final Four’ style competition featuring the top four 

club teams from the two regions. The four participating 
clubs, two from each confederation, will qualify through 
existing CONMEBOL and CONCACAF club competi-
tions. There will also be new collaboration in women’s 
football with CONCACAF inviting the four best teams 
from South America to play in the new CONCACAF W 
Gold Cup in 2024. 

That tournament will also be held in the United 
States and will feature Brazil, Colombia, Argentina and 

Paraguay. “This is a partnership to support the ongo-
ing growth of men’s and women’s football in CONCA-
CAF and CONMEBOL, and will truly be of mutual 
benefit to both Confederations,” said Victor 
Montagliani, president of CONCACAF. “Working 
hand in hand with CONMEBOL, we will deliver elite 
competitions that will provide more opportunities for 
our federations, and that we know passionate fans 
want to see,” he added.  —AFP

Mahious match 
winner again as 
Algeria reach semis 

 
ALGIERS: Aymen Mahious scored his third winning 
goal of the African Nations Championship to take 
hosts Algeria into the semi-finals with a last-gasp 1-0 
win over the Ivory Coast on Friday. The referee ini-
tially ignored added-time appeals for a foul, but 
changed his decision to a penalty after reviewing the 
incident on the VAR pitchside monitor. 

Mahious, scorer of the only goals in group victo-
ries over Libya and Ethiopia, calmly slotted the 96th-

minute spot-kick into the corner of the net while 
goalkeeper Ayayi Folly barely moved. A solitary goal 
always seemed likely to settle a close, physical 
encounter before a near-capacity crowd at the 
40,000-seat Stade Nelson Mandela in Algiers. Clear-
cut scoring chances were scarce with Mahious the 
focal point of many Algerian attacks in the second half 
of the first quarter-final. 

Both sides were reduced to 10 men in an opening 
half that kept the impressive Mauritanian referee on 
his toes. Algeria goalkeeper Alexis Guendouz was first 
to be dismissed when he charged out of his penalty 
area on 20 minutes and handled the ball after fouling 
Sankara Karamoko. The numerical advantage enjoyed 
by the Ivorians lasted only 14 minutes, however, 
before Kouassi Attohoula was red-carded following a 
tackle that left Mokhtar Belkhiter wincing with pain. 

After four matches in the capital, Algeria will travel 
west to Oran, the second largest city, for a semi-final 
showdown with Ghana or Niger on Tuesday. 
Appearing for only the second time in a tournament 
restricted to footballers playing in their country of 
birth, Algeria hope to improve on a fourth-place finish 
in Sudan 12 years ago. 

Hosts have traditionally struggled in the CHAN 
with 2018 winners Morocco the only one of six cham-
pions who maximized home advantage. In Annaba, 
Senegal, involved in the finals for the first time since 
2011, edged west African neighbors Mauritania 1-0 in 
another quarter-final decided by a penalty. A shirt-
pulling incident offered an opportunity for the 
Senegalese to go ahead on 34 minutes and they took 
it with teenager Lamine Camara firing past goalkeep-
er Namori Diaw.  —AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this file photo taken on July 10, 2021, Argentina’s Lionel Messi kisses the trophy after winning the 
2021 Copa America against Brazil at Maracana Stadium.  —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland challenges Arsenal’s French defender William Saliba 
and Japanese defender Takehiro Tomiyasu at Etihad Stadium on Jan 27, 2023.  —AFP

Szoboszlai double 
helps Leipzig close 
gap on Bayern 

 
BERLIN: Dominik Szoboszlai scored twice as RB 
Leipzig beat Stuttgart 2-1 on Friday to move within one 
point of Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich. Marco 
Rose’s men climbed to second in the table after extend-
ing their unbeaten run to 16 matches in all competitions. 
Two straight draws for Bayern, including against 
Leipzig, since the restart of the Bundesliga following the 
winter break have slowed their march towards an 11th 
successive title. 

“It feels good, we’re in a really good place,” Leipzig 
right-back Benjamin Henrichs told DAZN. “We haven’t 
lost for a very long time and that speaks volumes. It’s 
important to take the points in games like this and keep 
at it.” Leipzig took the lead in the 25th minute at the Red 
Bull Arena as Szoboszlai’s powerful 35-yard free-kick 
bounced past visiting goalkeeper Florian Muller. 

The Hungarian winger had previously scored only one 
league goal this season but he found the net again shortly 
after half-time. There was nothing Muller could have 
done to keep out Szoboszlai’s wonderful volley from the 
edge of the box. Stuttgart gave themselves hope of a 
comeback when Chris Fuhrich scored a penalty midway 
through the second period. But Leipzig held on to boost 
their hopes of a first Bundesliga title and leave Stuttgart 
mired in relegation trouble, sitting just two points above 
the bottom two.  —AFP

Hollywood owners 
of Wrexham sprinkle 
stardust on FA Cup 

 
LONDON: Hollywood actors Ryan Reynolds and 
Rob McElhenney can sprinkle more stardust on the 
FA Cup when non-league Wrexham face Sheffield 
United in the fourth round on Sunday. Reynolds and 
McElhenney’s £2 million ($2.4 million) takeover of 
Wrexham stunned the football world and brought an 
unexpected touch of glamour to humble north Wales 
two years ago. 

Wrexham have been on an upwards trajectory ever 
since, reaching the National League play-offs last sea-
son and finishing as FA Trophy runners-up. This week-
end’s FA Cup tie is a break from Wrexham’s main goal 
of winning promotion back to the fourth tier after a 15-
year absence. Phil Parkinson’s side sit top of the fifth tier 
National League, three points ahead of second placed 
Notts County. 

Sheffield United, currently second in the 
Championship, could pose a significant barrier to 
Wrexham’s hopes of springing an FA Cup shock. But 
Wrexham have already claimed a Championship scalp 
this season with their surprise 4-3 win at Coventry in the 
third round. Wrexham are in the fourth round for the first 
time since 2000 and Reynolds, known for starring in the 
“Deadpool” movies, admitted the Coventry win left him 
“totally speechless”. 

Optimism has been sky-high at Wrexham ever since 

the Hollywood takeover, which enabled Parkinson to 
bolster his squad with several signings usually beyond 
the reach of a fifth tier team. “The owners and all of us 
together are working hard to put Wrexham firmly back 
on the football map. This is a great step in that direc-
tion,” Parkinson said. “We wanted a home tie because I 
just feel the Racecourse deserves a special FA Cup 
game, and we’ve got it. It’s going to be a cracking 
atmosphere.” 

 
History of upsets 

The early days of Reynolds and McElhenney’s reign 
were captured in the popular Netflix documentary 
“Welcome to Wrexham”, with the streaming service 
planning a second series later in 2023. Reynolds and 
McElhenney even hosted King Charles at the club’s 
modest Racecourse Ground in December as part of 
the celebrations of Wrexham being given city status. 
“Our job is to make sure the second series is as excit-
ing as possible,” Parkinson told BBC Sport. “There are 
a few good episodes on our FA Cup run alone.” 

Wrexham’s growing social media presence in the 
Reynolds and McElhenney era reflects the club’s new-
found cult following. The club’s Twitter account now 
has over 320,000 followers, with Reynolds and 
McElhenney keeping Wrexham in the spotlight with 
their emotional tweets when following the team while 
at home in the United States. “I’ll probably hear from 
them before the game, and obviously they’ll be follow-
ing the match,” Parkinson said. “They watch every 
game home and away in the National League over in 
America, and do make the odd trip over. They’ll be 
wishing us all the best, with a clear understanding that 
it’s a great day for the club.” —AFP 


