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Pakistan mosque blast kills 61
Amir sends condolences • More than 150 wounded • Police among dead 

PESHAWAR: Police were among 61 people killed 
and 150 wounded in a blast at a mosque inside a 
highly sensitive Pakistan police headquarters on 
Monday, prompting the government to put the 
country on high alert. The attack happened during 
afternoon prayers in the provincial capital of 
Peshawar, close to former tribal areas along the 
Afghan border where militancy has been steadily 
rising.  

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah expressed his condolences on Monday 
over the victims of the suicide bombing. In a cable 
he sent to Pakistani President Arif Alvi, HH the Amir 
underlined Kuwait’s vehement condemnation of this 
“act of terrorism”, wishing a speedy recovery for 
those wounded in the attack. HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-
Sabah sent similar cables to the Pakistani president.  

A frantic rescue mission was underway at the 
mosque, which had an entire wall and some of its 
roof blown out. “Many policemen are buried under 
the rubble,” said Peshawar police chief Muhammad 
Ijaz Khan, who estimated between 300 and 400 
officers usually attended prayers at the mosque. 
“Efforts are being made to get them out safely,” he 
added. Bloodied survivors emerged limping from 
the wreckage, while bodies were ferried away in 

ambulances. “It’s an emergency situation,” 
Muhammad Asim Khan, a spokesman for the main 
hospital in Peshawar, told AFP. 

The death toll continued to rise as more bodies 
were pulled from the debris, rising to 61 killed with 
more than 150 wounded. As darkness fell, at least 
four men were still trapped in the wreckage, visible 
through cracks in the concrete. “We have given 
them oxygen so that they don’t have problems in 
breathing,” said Bilal Ahmad Faizi, a spokesperson 
for the rescue organization 1122. No group has yet 
claimed responsibility for the attack, amid a wors-
ening security situation in the country. 

The police headquarters in Peshawar is in one of 
the most tightly controlled areas of the city, housing 
intelligence and counter-terrorism bureaus, and is 
next door to the regional secretariat. Provinces 
around the country announced they were on high 
alert after the blast, with checkpoints ramped up 
and extra security forces deployed, while in the 
capital Islamabad snipers were deployed on build-
ings and at city entrance points. 

“Terrorists want to create fear by targeting those 
who perform the duty of defending Pakistan,” said 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a statement. 
“Those fighting against Pakistan will be wiped out 
from the face of earth.”  
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PESHAWAR: Security officials inspect the site of a mosque blast inside the police headquarters on Jan 
30, 2023.— AFP 

LAS PINAS, Philippines: President Marcos com-
forts a grieving relative of slain overseas Filipino 
worker Jullebee Ranara during a visit to her wake 
on Jan 30, 2023. 

MANILA: Philippine President Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr asked if there are “weak-
nesses” in the labor agreement between the 
Philippines and Kuwait following the brutal murder 
of an overseas Filipino worker in Kuwait. He said a 
bilateral meeting is being scheduled with Kuwait to 
check the present agreement between the two 
countries. 

“We are also scheduling bilateral meetings with 
Kuwait to look at the agreement that we have to see 

if there are weaknesses in the agreement that allow 
this to happen and to make sure that those weak-
nesses are remedied,” Marcos said after visiting 
Jullebee Ranara’s wake. “We hope this will never 
happen again to anyone of our countrymen,” he 
added.  

Marcos also guaranteed to the bereaved family 
that the government would attend to all their needs, 
including scholarships for the children. “She sacri-
ficed and worked abroad because she had dreams 
for her family. But now that your daughter is gone, 
we’ll help you fulfill her dreams,” Marcos said. 

Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) 
Secretary Susan Ople said the DMW did not see 
the need to implement a deployment ban to Kuwait 
following Ranara’s death. “If you impose a deploy-
ment ban, you are sending a message that Kuwait is 
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GENEVA/PARIS: Three years to the day after 
the World Health Organization sounded the 
highest level of global alert over COVID-19, it 
said on Monday the pandemic remains an inter-
national emergency. WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus reached that 
conclusion following the recommendations of the 
United Nations health agency’s emergency com-
mittee, which on Friday held its 14th meeting 
since the start of the crisis. 

The WHO first declared a so-called public 
health emergency of international concern (PHE-
IC) - its highest possible level of global alert - on 
Jan 30, 2020, over what was then called the nov-
el coronavirus. When it sounded the alarm, fewer 
than 100 cases and no deaths had been detected 
outside China. Since then, more than 752 million 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been report-
ed to the WHO, including more than 6.8 million 
deaths, though the true numbers are thought to 
be far higher. 

Meanwhile, school-aged students lost more 
than a third of a year’s worth of learning early on 
in the pandemic and have still not caught up, 
posing “a real problem for this generation”, 
researchers warned on Monday. The COVID-19 
pandemic caused one of history’s greatest dis-
ruptions to education, with 95 percent of stu-
dents worldwide affected by school closures, 
and online teaching becoming far more common. 

Addressing the WHO’s executive board in 
Geneva on Monday, Tedros acknowledged that 
“as we enter the fourth year of the pandemic, 
there is no doubt we are in a far better situation 
now than we were a year ago, when the Omicron 
wave was at its peak”.  

Continued on Page 6 

COVID still global 
emergency; kids 
behind in learning

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari on Monday 
sent a series of questions about a deal Kuwait recently 
signed to purchase an unspecified number of drones 
from Turkey, focusing on transparency and the proce-
dures adopted in the purchase. The lawmaker won-
dered how the deal was completed at a time when 

there is no defense minister after his resignation, no 
chief of staff or his deputy and an acting air force chief.  

Kuwait signed the $370 million deal with Turkish 
Baykar company to purchase an undisclosed number 
of Bayraktar TB2 drones, according to the Turkish 
manufacturer. Baykar said in a statement last week that 
negotiations with Kuwait’s defense ministry over the 
deal have been ongoing since 2019 and the fighter 
drone held a successful demo flight in Kuwait. During 
the event, the drone demonstrated its technical capa-
bilities to operate in difficult geographical and climatic 
conditions, including high temperatures and sand-
storms, Baykar said.  

The lawmaker asked about the number of compa-
nies invited to participate in the deal and if proper 
procedures were followed in announcing the deal. He 
also asked if the tenders law was applied to the deal, 

especially announcing those who were qualified to 
participate in the deal, adding if the supreme defense 
council met to review the offers. Kandari also asked if 
the drone had been tested under Kuwait’s climatic 
conditions and if officials from the defense ministry 
visited the manufacturer’s plant.  

Meanwhile, MP Osama Al-Shaheen asked Finance 
Minister Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid about total Kuwaiti 
deposits in Egypt. The lawmaker said Kuwait had 
maintained a deposit of $3 billion in Egypt between 
1990 and 2020, in addition to a deposit of $4 billion at 
the Egyptian central bank, half of which matured in 
September and the second half will mature in April this 
year. Shaheen asked if Kuwait plans to send more 
funds to Egypt due to pressure by the International 
Monetary Fund on Gulf states to aid Egypt. He also 
inquired if any returns were made on the deposits. 

MPs ask about 
Turkey drones, 
Egypt deposits

CAIRO: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi at Al-Ittihadiya presidential palace on Jan 30, 2023. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called Monday for 
“urgent steps” to calm spiraling vio-
lence in the Zionist-Palestinian conflict, 
after high-level talks in Jerusalem. 
Washington’s top diplomat travelled to 
Jerusalem on the second leg of his 
Middle East tour, after meeting 

Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
and foreign minister in Cairo. 

The Zionist entity is reeling from an 
attack Friday that killed seven civilians 
outside a synagogue in annexed east 
Jerusalem, a day after the deadliest 
army raid in years in the occupied 
West Bank claimed 10 Palestinian lives. 
Following talks with Zionist Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Blinken 
urged “all sides now to take urgent 
steps to restore calm, to deescalate”. 
“We want to make sure that there’s an 
environment in which we can, I hope, 
at some point, create the conditions 
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