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Spanish producer Alex de la Iglesia (center) and his wife, Spanish actor and producer Carolina
Bang (right) pose with jury member beside member of the Youth award jury Florian Schillinger
(left) and the Great East Region - Youth Jury trophy for the film “La pieta” by Spanish actor and
director Eduardo Casanova during the closing ceremony of the 30th Gerardmer Fantastic Film
Festival in Gerardmer, northeastern France. — AFP photos

Spanish producer Alex de la Iglesia (right) and his wife, Spanish actor and producer Carolina
Bang (left), pose with the Grand Prize award and Great East Region - Youth Jury trophies they
received on behalf of Spanish actor and director Eduardo Casanova for “La pieta”.

French director Gonzague Legout poses with
his Short film award trophy for his film “Il y a
beaucoup de lumiere ici”.

Unscheduled 
stop: Baby born 
aboard high-speed
train in France

Travelers on a high-speed rail
service train in France experi-
enced an unusual delay at a sta-

tion at the weekend-while a fellow pas-
senger gave birth to a baby boy, local
media reported. The pregnant woman
began to feel contractions shortly after
taking her seat on the Paris-
Strasbourg train, run by German rail
operator Deutsche Bahn. She alerted
staff and the train was held at the
Lorraine TGV station in the eastern
French town of Louvigny to allow a
medical team on board which then
delivered the baby, the Republicain
Lorrain said.

The other passengers were asked
for patience during the birth of the

baby boy, Felix, which took just over
80 minutes. Felix was “a little prema-
ture”, the paper noted. Mother and
baby were taken to a nearby hospital
by the local firefighter service, which
reported later that both were doing
well. The Republicain Lorrain said that
everybody was now wondering
whether the German rail operator
would send a birth gift, or grant its
youngest passenger free trips on the
network.—AFP

Spanish director Eduardo Casanova
on Sunday saw his “La Pieta” dra-
ma about a toxic mother-son rela-

tionship take top prize at France’s
Gerardmer international horror and sci-
ence fiction film festival. The film, set in
2011, depicts the bond between the
mother, Libertad, and her son Mateo as
an analogy for the relationship between
the people of North Korea and its gov-
ernment. The odd couple’s story is
upended when Mateo is diagnosed with
brain cancer.

“La Pieta” (piety) is 31-year-old
Casanova’s follow-up to his controversial
2017 noir offering “Skins”. Casanova took
the Grand Prize along with the youth jury
accolade. Jury prizes also went to
“Piaffe”, the debut effort of director Ann

Oren, and “La Montagne” (The Mountain)
by French director Thomas Salvador, who
also carried off the critics’ award.

To mark the 30th edition of the festival
US director Chloe Okuno was awarded a
special accolade for “Watcher” about an
American woman in Bucharest who sus-
pects a stranger watching her from
across her street could be a serial killer.
The festival also feted Jaume Balaguero,
who presented his work “Venus”, a
three-time jury prize winner. South
Korea’s Kim Jee-woon, a grand prize
winner in 2004 for “A Tale of Two
Sisters”, was also invited to give a mas-
terclass on film production. — AFP

Top Iran filmmaker
banned from travel
after backing protests

Iranian authorities have imposed a travel
ban on leading filmmaker Masud
Kimiai, local media reported Monday,

after he expressed support for protests
that have gripped the Islamic republic for
months. Iran has seen a wave of demon-
strations that erupted after the September
16 death in custody of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini, an ethnic Kurd, following her arrest
for allegedly violating the country’s strict
dress code for women. “The filmmaker,
who wanted to go to the Netherlands on
Sunday evening to participate in the
Rotterdam film festival, was banned from
leaving the airport,” the local Tehran daily
Hamshahri said on its website.

In a video on September 22, days
after the protests broke out, Kimiai had
said he was “standing with the people”.
Kimiai, 81, is considered a pioneer of
modern Iranian cinema, having gained
acclaim with his 1969 film “Qeysar”,
which was released 10 years before the
Islamic revolution. The filmmaker was
due to travel to the Netherlands for the

screening of his latest film, “Killing the
Traitor”, a historical melodrama set in
1950s Iran.

The 2022 film, described as a “sepia-
tinted melodrama” on the Rotterdam festi-
val’s website, tackles the period when
then-prime minister Mohammad
Mossadegh nationalized Iran’s oil indus-
try. Mossadegh was ousted in a 1953
coup orchestrated by London and
Washington. Several high-profile Iranian
filmmakers and actors have been ques-
tioned or arrested by the authorities after
expressing support for the wave of
protests.—AFP

Director Ann Oren poses with her Jury Prize
trophy for her film “Piaffe” after the closing
ceremony of the 30th Gerardmer Fantastic
Film Festival in Gerardmer.

Member of the feature film jury French actor
Pierre Rochefort announces the winner of the
Jury Prize award.

French director Thomas Salvador speaks on
stage after winning the Critics Award for his
film “La montagne”.

Member of the feature film jury French screen-
writer, director and actress Anne Le Ny
announces a prize on stage.

French director Thomas Salvador poses with his Critics Award and Jury Prize trophies for his film
“La montagne”.

French director Thomas Salvador (fourth left) pose with members of the feature film jury (From left) French actor Pierre Rochefort, French songwriter
and singer Catherine Ringer, French rapper and actor Gringe, French-Argentinean actor Berenice Bejo, French director, screenwriter and producer
Michel Hazanavicius, French screenwriter, director and actress Anne Le Ny, French director, screenwriter and writer Sebastien Marnier, and French
actor Pierre Deladonchamps during the closing ceremony of the 30th Gerardmer Fantastic Film Festival in Gerardmer.

French director Gonzague Legout (third left) poses with his wife, French producer Christina Vieira (fourth left), and jury members (from left) French
screenwriter Frederique Moreau, French actress Lou Lampros, French director Francois Descraques, French actor Jules Benchetrit, and French magi-
cian David Jarre, after winning the Short Film Grand Prize for his film “Il y a beaucoup de lumiere ici”.

Members of the feature film jury French direc-
tor, screenwriter and writer Sebastien Marnier
(left) and French actor Pierre Deladonchamps
(right) announce the winner of the Jury Prize
award during the closing ceremony.


