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New tiger goes
on the loose in
Johannesburg
Atiger escaped from a private prop-

erty in Johannesburg on Monday,
just weeks after another went on

the loose near the city, reigniting calls for
stricter regulations on keeping wild ani-
mals. A private security firm in the north-
eastern suburb of Edenvale said the run-
away animal was recaptured hours after
it was spotted roaming the area. “It has
been taken to a safe sanctuary,” Gary
Wilson of security firm S.W.A.T. said,
adding the tiger was “in good condition”.

It was not immediately clear who the
big cat belonged to and exactly where it
had escaped from. Security cameras
footage circulating on social media
showed the tiger - believed to be a nine-
month-old female - roaming around a
parked car in what appeared to be the
backyard of a house in the early hours of
the morning. Earlier this month, another
tiger had escaped from an exotic farm
near Johannesburg.

That animal, a female Bengal tiger
named Sheba, roamed the countryside
for four days, attacking a man and killing
several animals before it was euthanized.
Tigers are not native to South Africa but
there are no laws banning owning them
as pets. Rearing the big cats has become
a flourishing industry in the country,
where they are kept as pets or bred for
commercial export.

Smaragda Louw, director of non-profit
organization Ban Animal Trading, said the
new incident showed it was too easy to
own wild animals and stricter rules were
needed. “What we need to look at are the
laws. We know that they are completely
outdated,” she told AFP. —AFP

AUniversity of Michigan student is
one of the world’s foremost
“speedcubers,” a person capable

of quickly solving a Rubik’s Cube. He
also is an accomplished violinist. Stanley
Chapel says the two fields go hand in
hand. Not only does Chapel say he has
equal interest in both, but the 21-year-old
says the violin has aided in his speedcub-
ing success.

“Repetition, breaking things down into
their smallest fundamental elements, all
of these different things that we use to
improve at an instrument, and being able
to take these into the world of cubing has
certainly been a huge help to my progres-
sion,” said Chapel, a junior majoring in
violin performance at the university’s
school of music, theater and dance.

Chapel, who grew up in Ann Arbor not
far from the Michigan campus, solved his
first 3x3 Rubik’s Cube as a 14-year-old.
Five weeks later, Chapel entered his first
competition, solving the cube in an aver-
age of 22 seconds. Fast-forward a year
to 2017 in Paris, with Chapel placing fifth
in both the 4x4 blindfolded and 5x5 blind-
folded categories at the World Cube
Association World Championship. At the
2019 world championship in Melbourne,
Australia, the recent high school graduate
won both events.

Factoring in the time it takes for him to
review the cube before placing the blind-
fold over his eyes, Chapel can solve one

in around 17 seconds. “The deeper I go
into the realm of cubing technique, the
more I find interest in pushing the bound-
aries of what’s possible there,” he said.
Chapel has certain inherent abilities: He
is capable of remembering and applying
thousands of algorithms to solve a
Rubik’s Cube and performing one of
Johann Sebastian Bach’s violin sonatas
from memory.

But he also spends hours upon hours
honing his craft, including doing regular

hand stretches that help Chapel avoid the
kinds of aches and pains that come with
the frequent and frenetic turning of the
cube’s sides. Chapel says years of play-
ing the violin also has contributed to him
having “very, very fine motor control
already built up.”

Later this year, Chapel intends to
defend his world titles in South Korea.
Since the 2021 event was canceled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Chapel is the
reigning champion in both heading into

the 2023 event in Seoul. Once he’s done
with school, though, Chapel isn’t sure
how speedcubing fits into his future
plans. “I guess it’s cool to know that
nobody is able to do this,” he said. “But,
at the same time, giving myself a little bit
of a reality check, it’s like, ‘How much
does that actually matter?’” “It’s not going
to pay the bills when I’m older,” Chapel
said, laughing. — AFP 

University of Michigan student Stanley Chapel
solves a Rubik’s Cube while blindfolded,
Wednesday, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

University of Michigan student Stanley Chapel
performs one of Johann Sebastian Bach’s violin
sonatas from memory.

Stanley Chapel explains how he studies the
Rubik’s Cube before solving the cube while
blindfolded.— AFP photos

World champion says Rubik’s
Cube and violin go hand in hand

Results released in
girl’s request for DNA
evidence of Santa

The Rhode Island Department of
Health says it was not able “to
definitively confirm or refute the

presence of Santa” in a young girl’s home
after she requested to have a partially
eaten cookie and a couple of gnawed-on

carrot sticks tested for DNA to see if
Santa Claus is real.

The department tweeted on Monday
that “we all agree that something magical
may be at play.” The department said it
found no complete matches to anyone in
the Combined DNA Index System but
said there was a partial match “to a 1947
case centered around 34th Street in New
York City,” referring to the movie “Miracle
on 34th Street.” It said it would need
more DNA samples “from other known
Santa encounters to make a definitive
match.”

The “good news” is that the lab did
find the presence of DNA closely match-
ing Rangifer tarandus, known as rein-
deer, when testing the carrots, the depart-
ment said. The girl, a Cumberland resi-
dent, had sent the cookie and carrot
sticks to the town’s police department to
ask if they can be tested for DNA, Chief
Matthew Benson said on Friday. Benson
forwarded the “evidence” to the state’s
Department of Health-Forensic Sciences
unit for analysis. — AP 

Models present creations by Pilar Rubio during the
Simof 2023 (International Flamenco Fashion Show) in
Sevilla.

Models present creations by Maricruz
Montecarlo during the Simof 2023

(International Flamenco Fashion Show) in
Sevilla.


