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Morant triple-double fuels Grizzlies, 
Bucks’ Antetokounmpo scores 50

LOS ANGELES: Ja Morant posted a triple-double 
as the Memphis Grizzlies halted their slide with a 
come-from-behind victory over Indiana on Sunday 
as Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 50 points in 
Milwaukee’s NBA win over New Orleans. The 
Bucks were already on their way to a blowout when 
Antetokounmpo drained a wide-open three-point-
er with 1:38 to play to take his tally to 50 points in 
Milwaukee’s 135-110 victory over the Pelicans. 

It was one of two wire-to-wire victories on the 
night, with the Cleveland Cavaliers leading all the 
way in a 122-99 rout of the short-handed Los 
Angeles Clippers. Morant scored 27 points, pulled 
down 10 rebounds and handed out 15 assists as 
the Grizzlies got back in the win column after 
dropping five straight on the road. “We needed 
it,” Morant said. The hangover from that disas-
trous trip was apparent in the Grizzlies’ sluggish 
start. They trailed by as many as 19 and were 
down 12 at halftime after Indiana’s reserves out-
scored the Grizzlies bench 30-5 in the first half. 

A 20-5 scoring run in the third quarter saw 
Memphis pull level. After the Pacers reeled off five 
straight points the Grizzlies responded with an 18-
6 run to grab a 12-point advantage, never trailing 
in the fourth quarter. Bennedict Mathurin, the 
sixth pick in the 2022 draft, led the Pacers with 27 
points and eight rebounds. Jaren Jackson Jr added 
28 points for the Grizzlies, who are two games 
behind the Denver Nuggets at the top of the 
Western Conference. 

“We had to lock in,” Morant said in a post-
game television interview. “We were playing with 
energy, but I thought we were giving up on some 
plays. They were scoring a little too easily. We had 
to turn it around.” 

In Milwaukee, two-time NBA Most Valuable 

Player Antetokounmpo delivered a ruthlessly effi-
cient performance connected on 20 of his 26 shot 
attempts, including three of four from three-point 
range, his 50 points in just 30 minutes on the floor 
putting him just five off the career high he set ear-
lier this month in a win over the Washington 
Wizards. 

He added 13 rebounds as the Bucks notched a 
fourth straight victory. “I think 50 on 26 (shots) is 
impressive,” Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer said. 
Jrue Holiday scored 17 and Brook Lopez added 15 
for the Bucks, who have hit the 130 point mark in 
five of their last seven games. Antetokounmpo sig-
nalled his intentions early, scoring 29 points in the 
first half as the Bucks overwhelmed a Pelicans 
team missing top scorers Zion Wil l iamson, 
Brandon Ingram and CJ McCollum. 

In Cleveland, the Cavaliers welcomed Donovan 
Mitchell back from a two-game injury absence 
with an emphatic 122-99 victory over the Los 
Angeles Clippers, whose five-game winning 
streak crashed to a halt with Kawhi Leonard and 
Paul George sitting out on the second night of a 
back-to-back. As the Cavs celebrated Turkish 
Heritage Night, Turkish forward Cedi Osman came 
off the bench to lead Cleveland with 29 points, 
matching his career high. 

 
Hornets sting Clippers 

Osman connected on 11 of his 13 attempts, 
including all seven of his shots from three-point 
range. “Tonight we took serious and we played a 
great game,” Osman said, little more than a week 
after the Cavs were embarrassed by a Golden 
State Warriors team playing without its regular 
starters. 

In the day’s only other game, the Charlotte 

Hornets cooled off the Miami Heat, rallying for a 
122-117 victory that ended Miami’s three-game 
winning streak. The Heat were a team on the rise 
after a week that included an impressive victory 
over Eastern Conference leaders Boston on 
Tuesday. They led by as many as 13 points in the 
third quarter, but the Hornets, led by 31 points 

from Terry Rozier and with 27 from P.J. 
Washington managed to turn the tide. 

Jimmy Butler led the Heat with 28 points, con-
necting on 11 of 14 shots from the floor with seven 
rebounds. But the Heat’s defense wasn’t up to the 
task in the fourth quarter, when Charlotte’s 
LaMelo Ball scored 13 of his 19 points.  —AFP

MEMPHIS: Ja Morant of the Memphis Grizzlies goes to the basket during the second half against the Indiana Pacers at 
FedExForum on Jan 29, 2023.  —AFP

 

F1 tensions with 
FIA surface over 
‘inflated tag’ row 

 
PARIS: Formula One is never more than a 
chicane away from an unseemly spat as last 
week’s surfacing of tensions between the 
sport’s custodians the FIA and its owners 
Liberty Media demonstrated. F1 is basking in 
a resurgence of popularity, fueled by the 
exploits of its leading actors Lewis Hamilton 
and Max Verstappen, adrenaline-sapping 
wheel-to-wheel racing, and an expanding 
fanbase driven in part by the success of 
Netflix’s fly-on-the-pitlane-wall series “Drive 
To Survive”. 

Yet purported Saudi interest in adding F1 
to its growing sport-portfolio beyond LIV 
Golf and the Premier League has triggered a 
row that threatens to act as a damaging back-
drop to the 2023 season just weeks away 
from the opening race in Bahrain. It was a 
tweet from FIA president Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem on Monday that ignited Liberty 
Media’s indignation. 

 
‘Unacceptable’ 

Ben Sulayem described as “an inflated price 
tag being put on F1” a report in Bloomberg 
that Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund 
(PIF) had tried and failed to buy F1 for $20 bil-
lion. Despite respected F1 media outlet motor-
sport.com suggesting a Saudi bid was “wide 
off the mark”, Ben Sulayem’s intervention 
sparked an angry response from Liberty 
Media. The Colorado-based company, which 
took over the sports’ commercial rights holder 
for $4.4 billion in 2017, called Ben Sulayem’s 
comments “unacceptable”. 

A letter seen by various media to the FIA 
said the remarks “overstep the bounds of both 
the FIA’s remit and its contractual rights”. It 
came with a threat - that the FIA “may be 
liable” for any damage to Liberty’s value. One 
senior paddock source quoted by motor-
sport.com suggested the letter spelt “open 
warfare” between the sport’s rulers and its 
commercial rights holder. 

In his Twitter posts Ben Sulayem, a former 
rally driver who succeeded Jean Todt as presi-
dent of the FIA in 2021, wrote that “any poten-
tial buyer is advised to apply common sense, 
consider the greater good of the sport and 
come with a clear, sustainable plan - not just a 
lot of money”. He added: “It is our duty to con-
sider what the future impact will be for pro-
moters in terms of increased hosting fees and 
other commercial costs (in the event of any 
such sale).” —AFP 

LUCKNOW: India’s Ishan Kishan gets run out during the second Twenty20 international 
cricket match against New Zealand at the Ekana Cricket Stadium on Jan 29, 2023.  —AFP

Judges hail 
showjumping 
championship 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait succeeded in 
organizing the international 
showjumping championship, which 
concluded Saturday at Kuwait 
Riding Center in Subhan. The excel-
lent organization of the 2-star cate-
gory championship in which riders 
from Kuwait, Hungary, Germany, 
Ireland, Italy, Jordan and Britain par-
ticipated left a good impression on 
the ability of the Kuwait Federation 
headed by Masoud Jouhar Hayat to 
organize such international activities 
in Kuwait. 

Head of the judges committee 

Kuwait’s Sharon Al-Quoud said 
Kuwait’s organization of the tourna-
ment was outstanding and successful, 
as Kuwait riders had total control 
over the results in all runs during the 
tournament’s three days, crowned at 
the end by Ali Al-Kharafi winning the 
154 cm grand prize round, as he 
competed with Kuwait’s Abdullah Al-
Awadhi. Kuwaiti riders won the top 
five places in this round. 

“The showjumping sport  is 
improving and there are tracks 
ready to host major international 
championships. There is a large base 
of young riders and there is major 
support from the federation,” Quoud 
said. Judge Al i  Al-Shareef from 
Jordan said Kuwait succeeded in 
organizing an international tourna-
ment with large participation of 
international riders. He said what 
distinguishes Kuwait is the presence 
of many young riders who have a 
bright future. He said Kuwait also 

has an elite group of international 
judges who compete with interna-
tional judges, not only in the Middle 
East but at the global level. Kuwait 

will host a 3-star category interna-
tional championship on Thursday as 
part of the Arab league that qualifies 
for the world championship.

Prajnesh wins 
Kuwait tennis 
championship 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait International Men’s 
Tennis Championship concluded on 
Saturday in the presence of President 
of Kuwait and Arab Tennis Federations 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
which was held at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
International Tennis Complex with the 

participation of 41 players from 19 
countries. The final match was attend-
ed by Kuwait Tennis Federation 
Secretary General Faleh Al-Otaibi. 

The singles first place was won by 
India’s Prajnesh Gunneswaran, while 
second place went to Khumoyun 
Sutanor from Uzbekistan. The doubles 
match was won by Dax Donders and 
Sidane Pontjodikromo from Holland, 
while second place went Igor Duden 
and Artem Podorozhnyi from Ukraine. 
The matches were under the supervision 
of the International Tennis Federation 
and referee Dr Ashraf Hammoudah.

STOCKHOLM: Denmark’s team celebrates with the trophy during the victory ceremony of the Men’s IHF World Handball 
Championship final match on Jan 29, 2023.  —AFP

KUWAIT: Judges of the showjumping tournament.

Denmark beat 
France to retain 
handball crown 

 
STOCKHOLM: Denmark won the men’s world 
handball championship on Sunday, beating 
France 34-29 in the final in Stockholm, thus 
securing an unprecedented threepeat in the 
event. The Danish victory over the Olympic 
champions gives them a record three consecutive 
victories in the leading international handball 
event, which is held every two years. While the 
French got the deficit down to 31-29 at one point, 
the Danish emerged victorious in the Swedish 
capital.  —AFP

KUWAIT: President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber (left) and Secretary General Faleh Al-Otaibi 
(right) with the winners.

Pitch ‘shocker’ as 
India level T20 
series with win 

 
LUCKNOW: Skipper Hardik Pandya on 
Sunday blasted the Lucknow pitch as a “shock-
er” after India edged New Zealand by six wick-
ets in a low-scoring second Twenty20 interna-
tional to level the series at 1-1. India restricted 
New Zealand, who won the opener of the 
three-match series, to just 99-8 with Yuzvendra 
Chahal leading the spin charge on a viciously 
turning pitch. 

India then lost regular wickets as the Kiwi 

bowlers took it into the final over but 
Suryakumar Yadav hit an unbeaten 26 and 
along with Pandya (15 not out) anchored the 
tricky run chase to achieve the target with one 
ball to spare. “To be honest, it was a shocker of 
a wicket,” Pandya said. “I don’t mind difficult 
wickets. I am all up for that, but somewhere 
down the line the curators or the grounds that 
we are going to play in should make sure they 
prepare the pitches earlier.” 

The series moves on to the decider in 
Ahmedabad on Wednesday. The match wit-
nessed 30 overs of spin without a six being hit 
in either innings. The Kiwis just used 2.5 of 
overs from their fast bowlers. Spinners Michael 
Bracewell and Ish Sodhi took a wicket each. 

“We bowled 17 overs of spin, definitely 
something different,” said New Zealand skip-

per Mitchell Santner. “With the bounce out 
there, it looked challenging.” Chahal, a leg-
spinner who came in as the only change in the 
team from the opening loss, bowled the fourth 
over of the innings and started with a wicket 
maiden. He bowled just two overs for four runs 
and a wicket but it set the tone for his fellow 
bowlers, with left-arm quick Arshdeep Singh 
taking two. 

New Zealand opener Finn Allen attempted 
to take on the Indian bowling with two straight 
boundaries in the third over after they elected 
to bat first, but was bowled by Chahal as he 
tried a reverse sweep. The reverse sweep also 
proved to be the undoing of the next two bats-
men, with Devon Conway caught behind off 
Washington Sundar and then Glenn Phillips 
bowled by Deepak Hooda. —AFP 


