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MADRID: Real Madrid will take on Clasico rivals 
Barcelona in the Copa del Rey semifinals while Athletic 
Bilbao will face Osasuna following Monday’s draw. The 
reigning Spanish champions will host Barca before visit-
ing the Camp Nou, in the only round of Spain’s national 
knockout competition held over two legs. Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side reached the last four after overcoming 
local rivals Atletico Madrid 3-1 in extra time in the quar-
terfinals, while Barcelona defeated Real Sociedad 1-0. 

Athletic Bilbao - who have reached the Copa del Rey 
semi-finals for four seasons running - gained their place 
in the final four with a 3-1 victory over Valencia in the 
last round. Their opponents Osasuna knocked out Sevilla 
in the quarterfinals with a 2-1 win after extra time. 

Real Madrid’s trip to Morocco next week to compete 
in the FIFA Club World Cup will clash with the usual 
date for the semifinal first legs and forced a rescheduled 
calendar. The first legs will be played on February 28 and 
March 1, while the return fixtures will be held between 
April 4 and 6. Seville’s La Cartuja stadium is due to host 
the final on May 6. 

Meanwhile, Real Sociedad goalkeeper Alex Remiro 
made a string of fine saves to frustrate Real Madrid in 
a 0-0 draw Sunday, leaving Barcelona five points 
clear at the top of La Liga. After the Catalans beat 
Girona on Saturday Madrid needed to win to stay 
three points behind their rivals in the title race, but 
Remiro ensured otherwise, keeping third-place La 
Real on the champions’ tail. 

Vinicius Junior had three good chances repelled by 
Remiro among other Madrid openings, as Carlo 
Ancelotti’s side sparkled but failed to find the goal their 
performance deserved. The draw continues a mixed start 
to 2023 for Real Madrid, slipping further behind Barcelona 
in the league and losing against them in the Spanish Super 
Cup final, but reaching the Copa del Rey semis on 
Thursday with an extra-time win over Atletico Madrid. 

“It was a very nice game for those watching, it’s just a 
shame that we had the clearest chances and we didn’t 
put them away, the draw is a pity,” Madrid defender 
Nacho told Movistar. “Remiro and La Real are having a 
brilliant season, they are a great team and they showed it 
here. “Not winning leaves a bad taste in the mouth for us, 
but the (season) goes on, there’s a long way to go.” 

Real Sociedad, still without playmakers David Silva 
and Mikel Merino, threatened on the break but the hosts 
controlled the game at the Santiago Bernabeu. Madrid 
constructed some slick moves in the first half, with 
Brazilian wingers Vinicius and Rodrygo incessant 
threats. The former curled inches wide after a sensational 
nutmeg on Igor Zubeldia, while the latter teed up Karim 
Benzema with a backheel, but Remiro saved comfortably. 

Ancelotti started with Eduardo Camavinga playing 
out of position at left-back because of injuries elsewhere, 
and the former Rennes midfielder thrived. Rodrygo’s 
superb dribbling gave Aihen Munoz a constant headache 
on Madrid’s right flank as the hosts dominated. Vinicius 
should have opened the scoring before the break but his 
shot was well kept out by Remiro, the visitors’ last line of 
defence. 

Remiro made another smart save from the Brazilian 
winger early in the second half with his leg to keep his 
team level, while Fede Valverde hammered a shot wide 
from distance as Madrid flowed forward. Real Madrid 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois was called into serious 
action for the first time after an hour when Takefusa 
Kubo broke free on the right, but the Belgian got down 
well to deny him. 

 
Unbeatable Remiro 

Vinicius was foiled once more by the excellent 
Remiro, who pushed away the Brazilian’s attempted lob 
after cleverly accelerating into the box. Ancelotti threw 
on Luka Modric and Marco Asensio in the final stages, in 

search of the winning goal Madrid craved but could not 
find. Remiro was booked for time-wasting in stoppage 
time as he eked out every second at a goal kick to clinch 
a hard-fought point for Real Sociedad, still three points 
behind Madrid. 

Despite the result, the manner of the performance 

encouraged Ancelotti. “We played a complete game, the 
team is improving, growing, physically they are a lot bet-
ter,” Ancelotti told Movistar. “We did well with and with-
out the ball, pressing high. It was a complete perform-
ance, but we didn’t score. “It’s a draw that leaves me sat-
isfied because the team played very well.”  —AFP

Real Madrid, Barcelona to 
meet in Copa del Rey semis

Remiro rocks boat as Madrid drop points in title race

 

Dortmund beat 
Leverkusen as 
Haller starts 

 
BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund surged to within three 
points of Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich with a 2-
0 win at Bayer Leverkusen on Sunday as Sebastien 
Haller made his first start since undergoing treatment 
for testicular cancer. Haller, making his third Dortmund 
appearance after returning to the team earlier this 
month, was crucial in both goals. 

The Ivory Coast striker let the ball run through his 
legs for Karim Adeyemi’s first-half goal, before pres-
suring Leverkusen’s Edmond Tapsoba into an own goal 
in the second period. Speaking after the match, 
Dortmund coach Edin Terzic told broadcaster DAZN 
“the way he (Haller) kept the ball alive, kept the defense 
busy and kept things calm, was really, really good.” 

Leverkusen started the match by consistently find-
ing space around Dortmund’s center-backs as teenage 
midfielder Florian Wirtz, just back from an ACL tear, 
pulled the strings. Wirtz found Moussa Diaby in the 
penalty box and the French forward unleashed a right-
footed shot that forced Dortmund goalkeeper Gregor 
Kobel into an acrobatic save. Dortmund gained com-
posure and began troubling Leverkusen on the count-
er, with Jude Bellingham, who missed the midweek win 
over Mainz due to suspension, once again the vital cog 
in the build-up to his team’s opener. 

He picked out Germany midfielder Julian Brandt, 
who delivered a low cross that Haller dummied to 
allow Adeyemi to score. After the game, Adeyemi 
revealed he told Haller to “let the ball through”, 
adding: “I was a bit surprised that he let it through as I 
didn’t say it that loud, but he did a top job.” The goal 
was Adeyemi’s first in the Bundesliga since arriving in 
the summer from Red Bull Salzburg, where he scored 
23 times in all competitions last season. 

Leverkusen continued to press high hoping for an 
equalizer, but Dortmund scored again on the counter 
in the 53rd minute. Bellingham was crucial once more, 
driving a low cross to winger Marius Wolf, who 
returned the ball into a crowded area. Under pressure 
from the advancing Haller and Bellingham, 
Leverkusen’s Tapsoba sent the ball into his own net to 
double the visitors’ lead. —AFP 

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward Rodrygo vies with Real Sociedad’s Spanish midfielder Igor Zubeldia at the 
Santiago Bernabeu stadium on Jan 29, 2023. —AFP

Ten-man PSG 
held as dogged 
Reims strike late 

 
PARIS: On-loan Arsenal striker Folarin 
Balogun ran through to score a remark-
able 96th-minute equalizer as Reims 
held 10-man Ligue 1 leaders Paris Saint-
Germain to a 1-1 draw on Sunday. It 
looked like Neymar’s strike early in the 
second half would be enough for PSG to 
take all three points despite substitute 
Marco Verratti being sent off shortly 
after that goal. 

But an impressive Reims side got the 
draw they richly deserved when 
Balogun broke away to fire home right 
at the death. The result sees the club 
coached by 30-year-old Belgian-born 
Englishman Will Stil l  extend their 
unbeaten run to 14 games between 
league and cup. They remain in mid-
table but have now drawn with the 
Parisians twice this season, their collec-
tive strength allowing a team of hungry 
young players to hold their own against 

PSG’s superstars. 
PSG have now dropped points in 

three of their four league games in 2023, 
and while they remain three points clear 
of Lens at the top of the table, their 
form is a concern with the first leg of 
their Champions League last-16 tie 
against Bayern Munich now little over 
two weeks away. “Overall we obviously 
can’t be satisfied with our performance. 
It is not a question of being worried but 
we need to get back to winning ways 
quickly and play much more as a team 
than we are at the moment,” coach 
Christophe Galtier told broadcaster 
Amazon Prime. 

“To concede a goal after 95 minutes 
with the number of experienced players 
we have - it is damaging for us in terms 
of the points dropped but it is also very 
surprising.” Galtier fielded Lionel Messi, 
Kylian Mbappe and Neymar all together 
in his starting line-up for the first time 
since the World Cup as PSG took to the 
field wearing their fourth kit with players’ 
names in Mandarin to mark the Lunar 
New Year. In fact PSG lined up in a 4-2-
4 formation at the start with Carlos Soler 
joining the superstar attacking trio and 
playing on the right wing. 

Yet they sorely missed Verratti in mid-
field with the Italian left on the bench in 
the first half as Reims looked the more 
dangerous side. He came on at the break 
and they took the lead in the 51st minute 

as a Messi shot came off Achraf Hakimi 
and fell to Neymar, who duly converted 
his 17th goal of the season. However, PSG 
were reduced to 10 men shortly after 
amid much confusion. —AFP 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi shoots and misses a goal 
opportunity during a match against Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium on Jan 29, 
2023.  —AFP

 

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP 
Newcastle United v Southampton       23:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 English 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN Sports 1 HD Premium 

Today’s matches 

Simeone continues 
Napoli title march 
as Milan crumble 

 
MILAN: Giovanni Simeone ensured 
Napoli continued their march towards a 
first Serie A title in over three decades 
with the decisive goal in a 2-1 win over 
Roma which pushed his team 13 points 
clear of the chasing pack. Substitute 
Simeone rifled home a wonderful finish at 
the end of a long passing move with four 
minutes remaining at the bouncing Stadio 
Maradona to see off a spirited Roma team 
who thought they had escaped with a 
point when Stephan El Shaarawy levelled 
in the 75th minute. 

However Luciano Spalletti’s side are 
now 13 points clear of Inter Milan, the 
closest challengers after champions AC 
Milan were humbled 5-2 by Sassuolo to 
leave their title defense in tatters. Home 
fans hoping for an end to their 33-year 
wait for the Scudetto let out a powerful 
roar of joy and relief at the final whistle 
after coming through a hard-fought con-
test with fierce rivals Roma thanks to 
Simeone’s fifth goal after coming off the 
bench this season. “I tried to give every-
thing I had. I did the best thing possible 
today which was get the winner. I am so 

happy,” said Simeone. 
Roma can consider themselves unfortu-

nate to leave Naples with nothing after 
impressing despite the backroom drama 
involving want-away star Nicolo Zaniolo 
poisoning their pre-match preparation. 
Jose Mourinho’s team sit sixth, a point 
behind the Champions League positions 
and Milan who have been dumped down to 
fifth following their humiliating defeat and 
Lazio’s 1-1 draw with Fiorentina. 

“There are some matches where you 
lose but come away feeling better about 
the team. That’s my feeling today,” said 
Mourinho to DAZN. “Sometimes football is 
unfair. Sometimes the team who deserves 
more loses.” Victor Osimhen was Napoli’s 
other scorer, almost bringing the house 
down in the 17th minute when he brilliantly 
chested down Khvicha Kvaratskhelia’s 
cross, took another touch with his thigh 
before lashing in without the ball touching 
the floor. His 14th league strike of the cam-
paign was one of the goals of the season 
and a blistering opener to an enthralling 
encounter which ended with Napoli taking 
yet another step towards glory. 

Everything that could go wrong for 
troubled Milan did at a gloriously sunny 
San Siro, with two goals ruled out for off-
side and a shocking defensive display con-
demning them to another heavy loss after 
also being hammered by Lazio and Inter 
Milan in the last 10 days. —AFP 

Wrexham denied 
Hollywood ending 
in FA Cup thriller 

 
WREXHAM: Hollywood star Ryan 
Reynolds watched on in anguish as 
his Wrexham side conceded deep 
into stoppage time to draw 3-3 
against Championship promotion 
hopefuls Sheffield United in the FA 
Cup fourth round on Sunday. 
Reynolds and fellow actor Rob 
McElhenney took over the National 
League side in 2020. 

The American celebrated the 
Welsh club’s three goals wildly in the 
stands, but they will need to win a 
replay to reach the last 16 of the FA 
Cup for the first time since 1997. 
Wrexham could not have got off to a 
worse start as Oli McBurnie headed 
the Blades in front after 61 seconds. 
Sheffield United look set for a return 
to the Premier League next season 
but they were rocked by a pulsating 
atmosphere inside the Racecourse 
Ground. 

The home side struck twice in 11 
minutes early in the second half to 
turn the tie around as James Jones 

and Thomas O’Connor scored from 
set-pieces. Oli Norwood looked to 
have ended the Wrexham dream with 
a composed finish to equalize. But a 
red card for Daniel Jebbison for an 
off-the-ball incident handed the hosts 
20 minutes with an extra man to find 
the winner. They seemed set for a 
Hollywood ending when top scorer 
Paul Mullin steered home in the 86th 
minute. 

However, there was a final late twist 
in the plot as John Egan forced home a 
corner in the 95th minute to force a 
replay. Mullin said he was “very disap-
pointed” to concede so near the end 
of the match. “If we just hold on 
against 10 men then we are through,” 
he told the BBC. “I thought we were 
the better team throughout the game, 
creating chances and looking danger-
ous on the break. We limited them to 
not many chances in open play. 

“I’m so proud of everyone. We’ve 
worked so hard to get here. We came 
into the game thinking we could win 
and we had a game plan. 
Unfortunately it hasn’t quite paid off 
but I think when the dust settles 
tomorrow we’ll be proud of it.” Stoke 
progressed to the last 16 with a 3-1 
win over Stevenage.  —AFP


