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Kuwait Commute promotes  
public transport system

Pakistan police attempt to 
arrest former PM Khan2 Chris Rock hits back at Will 

Smith in Netflix livestream
Liverpool inflict historic 7-0 
thrashing of Man United167 13

News in brief

Sheikh Ahmad renamed as PM
Row over whether Assembly can hold sessions without govt continues
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: An Amiri order was issued on 
Sunday reappointing caretaker Prime 
Minister HH Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-
Sabah to form the new Cabinet, more than 
six weeks after the resignation of the previ-
ous Cabinet. Sheikh Ahmad submitted his 
Cabinet’s resignation late January following 
a standoff with the National Assembly over 
a number of populist draft legislation, 
including a bill calling on the government to 
purchase billions of dinars of bank loans 
owed by Kuwaitis. 

The resigned government did not 
attend Assembly sessions from Jan 10 

and resigned less than two weeks later. 
MPs had criticized the slow process of 
naming a prime minister to form a new 
Cabinet. There is no timeframe for the 
prime minister to form the new 
Cabinet . MP Abdulwahab Al-Essa 
called on Sheikh Ahmad to form the 
new Cabinet “by yourself”. 

MP Hamdan Al-Azemi said on Twitter 
that HH Sheikh Ahmad had wasted 
unprecedented popular and parliamentary 
support, “but there is still enough time”, 
adding the prime minister should not 
include ministers who trigger crises and 
should only select statesmen capable of 
resolving the political crisis in cooperation 

with the National Assembly. 
Meanwhile, the controversy over 

whether the Assembly can hold legal ses-
sions without the presence of the govern-
ment continued. Speaker Ahmad Al-
Saadoun defended his decision to adjourn 
Assembly sessions since Jan 11 due to the 
absence of the government, saying he will 
also cancel sessions scheduled for 
Tuesday and Wednesday if the govern-
ment does not attend. 

Saadoun insisted his decisions are based 
on the constitution, which forbids holding 
Assembly sessions without the presence of 
at least one minister, adding the Assembly 
has not held a single session without minis-

ters since the inception of parliamentary 
democracy in Kuwait in 1962. 

But MP Obaid Al-Wasmi lashed out at 
the speaker, stressing that his opinion is 
wrong and in contradiction with the con-
stitution. He called on the speaker to step 
down to allow other lawmakers to hold 
the sessions even if the government does 
not attend. MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari 
also called for holding sessions without 
the need for the government’s represen-
tation and advised the speaker to abstain 
from the session and allow his deputy to 
hold it. Saadoun however said the best 
place to resolve the controversy is the 
constitutional court.

DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani meets Representative of HH 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, on March 5, 2023. — KUNA 

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah

Kuwait affirms 
LDCs require 
still more aid 

 
DOHA: The world’s least developed 
countries (LDCs) are still in need of 
more aid despite the progress they 
have made, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah 
told a UN gathering aiming to shore 
up support for these nations on 
Sunday. While these countries have 
made a qualitative leap in terms of 
development, more needs to be done 
to ensure such growth remains steady 
and sustainable, the minister, in his 
role as HH the Amir’s representative, 
said in a speech during the fifth UN 
Conference on Least Developed 
Countries in the Qatari capital. 

Kuwait will continue to give its 
“firm backing” for all measures taken 
to help underdeveloped countries to 
overcome mounting obstacles such as 
soaring debt and hunger, the minister 
underlined, saying such a measure can 
only succeed through more coopera-
tion across the international commu-
nity. The Kuwaiti minister urged the 
international community to work 
together in a bid to develop crucial 
sectors that run the gamut from food 
security to healthcare, in addition to 
efforts aiming to accelerate a global 
digital drive. According to official UN 
statistics, some 46 countries have 
been designated as least developed, 
while the four-day UN conference 
seeks to give impetus to development 
strategies in these nations.  

Earlier, Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani on Sunday met 
visiting Representative of HH the Amir 
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No cash for KD 10+ pharmacy sales  
 
KUWAIT: Minister of  Commerce and 
Industry Mazen Al-Nahedh issued a deci-
sion banning cash transactions for amounts 
exceeding KD 10 at private pharmacies 
from Sunday. It said private pharmacies and 
others subject to the drug control sector 
should limit such payments only through K-
Net. Cash payments for amounts less than 
KD 10 are allowed. — KUNA 

Kuwait rejects Egypt labor request 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority of Manpower 
has rejected an official request by Egyptian 
authorities to lift a ban on issuance of work per-
mits to Egyptians. Sources said the reasons for 
the suspension still exist, as the Egyptian side 
has not addressed them. Kuwait is dissatisfied 
with Egyptian employment companies that send 
Egyptian workers to Kuwait on files of bogus 
companies. Sources said PAM has not granted 
exemptions to Kuwaiti companies to bring in 
Egyptian workers, adding if someone proves this 
with evidence, PAM will cancel them. They 
added there will be no return to the previous 
electronic labor link between Kuwait and Egypt 
after Kuwait canceled it.

Egypt arrests 29 in crypto scam 
 
CAIRO: Egyptian authorities have detained 29 
people, including 13 foreigners “of the same 
country”, accused of running an online cryp-
tocurrency scam that defrauded thousands of 
investors, state media reported Sunday. The net-
work pocketed about $620,000 at the expense 
of its victims. The group ran the online platform 
“HoggPool” which promised its clients “financial 
gains after having lured them by fraudulent 
means”, said a statement released by the prose-
cution service late Saturday. Officials also seized 
95 mobile phones, 3,367 SIM cards and 41 for-
eign bank cards, it said. — AFP 

‘Historic’ UN 
deal to protect 
high seas 

 
UNITED NATIONS: UN member 
states finally agreed Saturday to a 
text on the first international treaty 
after years of negotiations to protect 
the high seas, a fragile and vital treas-
ure that covers nearly half the planet. 
“The ship has reached the shore,” 
conference chair Rena Lee announced 
at the UN headquarters in New York 
shortly before 9:30 pm (0230 GMT 

Sunday), to loud and lengthy applause 
from delegates. 

The exact wording of the text was 
not immediately released but activists 
hailed it as a breakthrough moment for 
the protection of biodiversity after more 
than 15 years of discussions. The treaty 
is seen as essential to conserving 30 
percent of the world’s land and ocean by 
2030, as agreed by world governments 
in a historic accord signed in Montreal 
in December. “This is a historic day for 
conservation and a sign that in a divided 
world, protecting nature and people can 
triumph over geopolitics,” said 
Greenpeace’s Laura Meller. EU envi-
ronment commissioner Virginijus 
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Trump slams 
GOP ‘fools’ at 
‘MAGApalooza’ 
 
NATIONAL HARBOR: Donald 
Trump dramatically raised the stakes 
of the 2024 election Saturday as he 
warned he was the only candidate 
who could save America from “war-
monger” Democrats and the “zealots 
and fools” of the mainstream 
Republican party. Darkly invoking a 
nation on its knees, Trump told the 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) that Americans 
were “in an epic struggle to rescue 
our country from the people who hate 
it and want to absolutely destroy it.” 

“We had a Republican Party that 

was ruled by freaks, neocons, glob-
al ists, open border zealots and 
fools,” he said, singling out multiple 
luminaries of the traditional party by 
name. American voters, Trump said, 
were tired of “entrenched political 
dynasties in both parties, rotten spe-
cial interests, China-loving politi-
cians” and supporters of “endless 
foreign wars”. 

“We’re going to have Word War III 
if something doesn’t happen fast,” he 
cautioned in a section voicing disap-
proval for US aid to Ukraine. “I am the 
only candidate who can make this 
promise: I will prevent World War III.” 
Trump spoke for around 100 minutes 
to close out the four-day CPAC, a 
short hop down the Potomac River 
from the nation’s capital Washington. 

CPAC was until recently the pre-
mier gathering of conservative  
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NATIONAL HARBOR: Former US President Donald Trump addresses the 
annual Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) at Gaylord National 
Resort & Convention Center on March 4, 2023. —  AFP 

More Iran schoolgirls poisoned 
 
TEHRAN: Iranian schoolgirls have again been target-
ed in poisoning attacks, media reports said Sunday, in 
a wave of such incidents that has sparked fear among 
parents and calls for authorities to act. For more than 
three months, hundreds of female pupils have reported 
suffering symptoms such as shortness of breath, nau-
sea and vertigo after detecting “unpleasant” or 
“unknown” odors. — AFP (See Page 6) 


