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     News in brief

Fire in a house in Adan 
 
KUWAIT: Fire teams were able to control a 
f ire that started in a house in Adan on 
Sunday. KFF teams from Qurain and dan-
gerous materials stations rushed to the 
scene. Upon arrival, the teams found that 
the fire started on the second floor. They 
evacuated the residents immediately. All the 
people inside were rescued. One person 
was injured and was sent to the paramedics 
for further medical treatment. 
 
 

Drug suspects nabbed  
 
KUWAIT: The Public Prosecution has 
ordered the detention of a police officer and 
drug suspects for 21 days. The suspects will 
soon be transferred to the Central Prison. 
The suspects were accused of smuggling 
(almost) a ton of Hashish from Iran. In coop-
eration with the Coast Guard, the Interior 
Ministry was been able to detain the state 
security officer who works in Shuwaikh Port 
office. Upon receiving information about an 
attempt to smuggle the illicit drugs, the con-
cerned departments took legal measures 
and apprehended the suspects.  
 
 

CSC employee, others detained   
 
KUWAIT: The Publ ic  Prosecut ion is 
investigation a Kuwaiti employee who has 
been working in  the Civ i l  Service 
Commission (CSC). The suspect is accused 
of receiving monetary compensation in the 
form of bribery to speed up the process of 
civil identification cards in cooperation 
with some Egyptians who were middlemen. 
“The accused are under investigation. We 
decided to detain all the suspects,” the 
prosecution said. 
 
 

Local Bocce ball contest  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Special  Olympics 
Committee on Sunday organized a contest 
of the European bowling game known as 
Bocce - a local initiative which is aimed at 
engaging people with special needs through 
the involvement of some 21 local bodies. The 
contest is a prelude to the Special Olympics 
world championship s lated for June in 
Germany, Kuwaiti Special Olympics deputy 
chief Huda Al-Khaldi told KUNA, hailing the 
event as an opportunity to scout “excep-
tional talent.” Such events also provide a 
platform for participants to hone their skills 
in preparation for larger contests ahead, 
according to World Special  Olympics 
spokesperson for the Middle and North 
Africa region Mariam Theyab, who became 
the first disabled Kuwaiti to procure a taek-
wondo blue belt.  —KUNA

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: In many modern cities, cars are necessary to 
get around easily. Kuwait has a strong car culture and is 
known for its love of high-end luxury cars. The country has 
one of the highest per capita car ownership rates in the 
world, where passenger cars per 1,000 people reached 
445 vehicles in 2019, according to the Central Statistical 
Bureau, with Kuwait ranking 29th among 135 countries. 

Car culture is a significant part of Kuwaiti society. 
However, traffic jams are still a major issue in certain parts 
of the country, especially during rush hours. Although 
public transportation is available, it is considered incon-
venient and a social stigma by many. 

Founder of Kuwait Commute Jassim Al-Awadhi, who 
promotes an initiative to bring awareness about the pub-
lic transportation system and the overall unpleasant traffic 
situation in Kuwait, told Kuwait Times: “Public trans-
portation has many benefits. It reduces arrival time, 
reduces accidents and makes people focus more on the 
road, as well as increasing natural traffic.” 

Awadhi said people must demand a better transporta-
tion system. “We must create proper public transporta-
tion. People suffer in some areas where there is no public 
transportation service, as the bus network is not expand-
ing and does not reach many areas,” he said. “Usually on 
the GPS, the distance is faster by car than the bus, but 
GPS does not count the time taken to find parking spots 

amid the current parking 
crisis, as it may take time to 
search for car parks in 
Kuwait City,” explaining the 
bus takes 35 minutes to 
reach its destination and the 
car takes 20 minutes. But 
while the bus arrives exactly 
after 35 minutes, the car trip 
takes longer to conclude. 

Awadhi affirmed the new 
generation are the ones who 
demand better public trans-
portation. “One of them told 
me that transportation is 
more comfortable and better and is stress-free, as the 
pressure of driving and the time spent for obtaining a 
driving license cause inconvenience,” he said. “When 
people experience public transportation with me, they 
are always surprised by the cleanliness of the buses, and 
it exceeds their expectations,” he added. During the sur-
vey of the ‘Kuwait Commute’ initiative, Awadhi noted 
there are a lot of people willing to accept the use of pub-
lic transportation, as 2,179 people interacted with the 
questionnaire consisting of 17 questions and 1,210 follow-
ers commented on the topic. In 2022, there was an 
increase in the number of vehicles, reaching 2,422,223, 
with total valid driving licenses reaching 1,655,408.

Car culture a significant part of Kuwaiti society

Kuwait Commute’s initiative promotes  
awareness on public transport system

KUWAIT: Photo shows traffic jams on Kuwait’s roads. Kuwait has one of the highest per capita car ownership rates in 
the world.  —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A number of Kuwaiti residents in the new Mutlaa residential area protest on Sunday.

Residents in  
Mutlaa protest  
over permits 

 
KUWAIT: A number of residents who have been 
assigned plots in the new Mutlaa residential area 
protested in front of the Public Authority for 
Housing Welfare building on Sunday over not 
receiving construction permits despite the infra-
structure being ready at the new suburb. Head of 
the Mutlaa area families committee Khaled Al-Enezi 
said: “People in the area are in pain due to the inex-
cusable delay in getting construction permits, as 
there is not equality in the distribution of these per-
mits, which indicates Mutlaa was a victim of poor 
implementation. The gathering aims to deliver a 
message to concerned officials for speeding up the 
Residential Mutlaa file, which has been allocated for 
nearly 10 years, but only on paper.” 

New traffic patrols:  
Latest tech to achieve  
safety and security  

 
KUWAIT: In a bid to achieve security and safety and 
preserve the rights of Kuwaitis and expats, the General 
Traffic Department introduced new service patrols 
equipped with the best and latest technologies that 
record events with audio and video. The new patrols are 
distinguished by the presence of cameras inside the 
vehicles, two front and rear cameras, and a wireless 
audio recording device, in order to document the events 
that occur on the roads, in a way that contributes to 
preserving the rights and safety of everyone.  —KUNA

Jassim Al-Awadhi

Ramadan with  
ease, comfort 

 
KUWAIT: Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Muhammad Al-
Olaim on Sunday announced that the Ministry is 
making the necessary arrangements in prepara-
tion for receiving the blessed month of Ramadan 
with ease and comfort. The Ministry is working 
with all its energy to prepare mosques and teams 
for cultural and awareness programs for wor-
shipers. Al-Olaim said in a statement to Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) during the inauguration of 
the Saqifah exhibition of distinguished projects 
and creative ideas.  

Some projects were presented, in addition to 
the digital transformation project from talented 
and distinguished people. The exhibition will be 

accompanied by several events, such as a competi-
tion for the best pavilion, motivational lectures for 
preparing ideas and transforming ideas into proj-
ects, and the impact of the Distinguished 
Management Award.   —KUNA

Every Arab Muslim from an early age 
knows that the Islamic world at this 
contemporary time is going through a 

stage of extreme weakness, and Muslims are 
suffering everywhere in all parts of the world, 
and we all wonder when salvation will arrive. 
For myself, I became aware of this early on, 
especially as I hear and witness every day 
crimes, injustice and systematic persecution 
against Muslims, whether in Palestine or 
around the world. 

I was questioning myself and trying to 
find a way to present something tangible on 
this issue, since military and political strug-
gle against the forces of injustice and cor-
ruption hostile to Islam and Arabism is diffi-
cult and we do not have any tools to end 
this injustice - so it came to my mind a way 
to do it and take advantage of the legal pro-
fession and my experience in the legal field 
to serve this issue.  

I thought, decided, implemented and filed 
a complaint on behalf of a Palestinian with 
the United Nations and the Refugee Affairs 
Council. In the complaint, I demanded the 
right of my Palestinian client to recover his 
house and land that were usurped by the 
Zionist entity after the crisis of 1948, when 
his family was forcibly displaced to Jordan 
and then settled in Kuwait. 

Neither diplomatic attempts nor interna-
tional law succeeded in returning the fami-
ly of this Palestinian citizen or others to 
their country - and I am currently I am fol-
lowing up the complaint that I submitted 
and it is still under investigation pending a 
decision to refer it  to the International 
Court of Justice. 

I aim to internationalize the case for the 
sake of getting the highest number of similar 
cases, since the Arab and Islamic world has 
a large number of lawyers - exceeding 1.5 
million. If we assume that in every country 
they gather 50 cases like the one I filed and 
proceed with the claims, we will strike the 
Zionist entity in the depths, and thus we, the 
lawyers, will have presented a magnificent 
role for the case that broke the heart of the 
entire Islamic world.

Strike Zionist  
entity deeply

In my view
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By Muhammed Al-Muthafar


