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VIENNA: Iran has agreed to reconnect surveil-
lance cameras at several nuclear sites and increase 
the pace of inspections, the head of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency said on 
Saturday. UN nuclear watchdog chief Rafael Grossi 
hailed “a marked improvement” in his discussions 
with the Iranian government. 

Grossi has been in Tehran for talks with Iranian 
officials following the discovery of uranium particles 
enriched to near weapons-grade level. On his return 
to Vienna, Grossi recalled there had been “a reduc-
tion in monitoring activities related to cameras and 
monitoring systems” and said “we have agreed that 
those will be operating again”. 

“This is very, very important” in terms of conti-
nuity of knowledge, “in particular in the context of 
the possibility of the revival of JCPOA”, he said. 
Grossi arrived in Iran on Friday with talks dead-
locked on reviving the landmark 2015 accord on 
Iran’s nuclear activity, known formally as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA. 

On Saturday evening, he told reporters: “We 
have put a tourniquet on the bleeding of information 
and lack of continuity of knowledge we had-so now 
we can start working again, reconstructing these 
baselines of information.” He said the measures 
should be in place “very soon” following a technical 
meeting, but no precise timings were outlined in a 
joint statement with the Atomic Energy 
Organisation of Iran (AEOI). 

 
Inspections  

Grossi’s two-day visit came as the Vienna-based 
IAEA seeks greater cooperation with Iran over its 
nuclear activities. In his series of meetings with 
Iranian officials, Grossi met President Ebrahim Raisi. 
Raisi acknowledged that “cooperation is a two-way 
street... (and) can continue based on maintaining the 
agency’s independence and the rights of the Iranian 
nation,” the political deputy of Iran’s presidency, 
Mohammad Jamshidi tweeted. 

A diplomatic source earlier told AFP the meeting 
with Raisi was designed to “relaunch the dialogue” 
on Iran’s atomic work and to “reset the relationship 
at the highest level”. Uranium particles enriched up 
to 83.7 percent-just under the 90 percent needed 
to produce an atomic bomb-had been detected at 
Iran’s underground Fordo plant about 100 kilome-
tres (60 miles) south of Tehran, according to a con-
fidential IAEA report seen by AFP this week. Grossi 
said the IAEA needed to further inspect the facility 
and that Iran had agreed to “50 percent more 
inspections” there. 

Iran denies wanting to acquire atomic weapons, 
and says it had made no attempt to enrich uranium 
beyond 60-percent purity. Iran’s government has 
said, however, that “unintended fluctuations... may 
have occurred” during the enrichment process. The 
discovery came after Iran had substantially modified 
an interconnection between two centrifuge clusters 
enriching uranium, without declaring it to the IAEA. 

 
‘Obligations’  

On Saturday, Iran’s top nuclear official 
Mohammad Eslami called on all parties to the 2015 
deal to fulfil their “obligations”. “Three European 
and some other countries are just focusing on Iran’s 
JCPOA obligations,” he told journalists. “They too 
have obligations that they need to adhere to.” 

“We came to an arrangement (with Grossi) to 
define our cooperation within the framework of the 
safeguards” on nuclear activity, he added. “The rel-
evant authorities will make a decision” if a resolu-
tion is reached, and Iran’s atomic agency will adhere 
to that decision, he said. 

“Iran never sacrifices its national interests for 
anything else,” Eslami said. Depending on the out-
come of Grossi’s trip, the US as well as Britain, 
France and Germany will decide whether to submit 
a draft resolution censuring Iran to the IAEA board 
of governors, which convenes next week in Vienna. 

Grossi also met on Saturday with Iranian Foreign 

Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, the official 
news agency IRNA reported. During his visit he had 
aimed to secure “more access to the (Fordo) site, 
more inspections,” the diplomatic source said. 

 
‘Greater cooperation’  

The 2015 deal between Iran and world powers 
promised Tehran relief from biting economic sanctions 
in exchange for curbs on its nuclear activities. The 
restrictions set out in the deal, including the 3.67-per-
cent enrichment threshold, were intended to prevent 
Iran from developing a nuclear weapon. 

The United States unilaterally withdrew from the 
pact in 2018 under then-president Donald Trump and 
reimposed sanctions, prompting Iran to suspend the 
implementation of its own commitments. Negotiations 
aimed at reviving the deal started in 2021 but have 
been stalled since last year. 

Grossi’s visit has been seen in Iran as another indi-
cation that a dialogue-based approach to resolving 
the nuclear standoff is possible. In November 2022, 
Western nations criticised Iran for its lack of coopera-
tion after traces of enriched uranium were found at 
three undeclared sites. 

Kelsey Davenport, an expert at the Arms Control 
Association think-tank, said: “Iran’s willingness to 
increase monitoring is a positive and necessary step 
to de-escalate tensions and reduce the risk of mis-
calculation.” But she warned it was “critical” for all 
sides to put the measures into place swiftly, and 
said the announcement was “not sufficient to reduce 
the growing proliferation risk posed by Iran’s 
advancing nuclear program.” She said the United 
States and European countries should “look to cap-
italize on this momentum with a diplomatic push to 
reengage Iran in negotiations.” — AFP
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TEHRAN: A handout picture provided by the Iranian presidency shows Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi (C) 
meeting with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief Rafael Grossi (L) in Tehran.  — AFP

New cases of  
poisoning in  
Iran regions 

 
TEHRAN: More cases of mysterious 
poisoning of Iranian schoolgirls were 
reported Sunday in several provinces, 
local media reported, sparking calls for 
the authorities to act amid growing con-
cern among parents. 

Since late November, hundreds of 
cases have been reported, mainly in the 
holy city of Qom south of the capital 
Tehran, with at least 52 schools target-
ed, according to an official tally pub-
lished on Saturday. Some of the students 
have required hospitalisation. 

The latest  spate of  poisonings 
affected several students in two high 
schools in the western city of Abhar 
and in the southwestern city of Ahvaz, 
ISNA news agency said, quoting local 
health officials. 

Schoolgirls at a primary school in the 
city of Zanjan in the west were also tar-
geted, ISNA added. 

More cases were reported in the holy 
city of Mashhad in the northeast, 
Isfahan in the centre and Shiraz in the 
south, according to Mehr and Ilna news 
agencies. Dozens of schoolgirls were 
taken to local hospitals for treatment, 
the reports said. 

On Friday, President Ebrahim Raisi 
said he had asked the ministers of intel-
ligence and interior to follow up on the 
poisoning cases, dubbing them “the 
enemy’s conspiracy to create fear and 
despair” among the people. 

Interviewed by the Fars news 
agency, Deputy Interior Minister 
Majid Mirahmadi said the “plotters of 
the poisoning of girls” were seeking 
“to close the schools”. He added, how-
ever, that those behind this action 
were also trying to spark more 
protests in the Islamic republic. 

Mirahmadi was referring to the 
protest movement triggered in Iran by 
the September 16 death in custody of 
Mahsa Amini, a young ethnic Kurd 
arrested for an alleged breach of strict 
dress rules for women. Mirahmadi said 
that most of the affected students suf-
fered complications due to “anxiety 
and stress”. — AFP 

Anger as climate  
activists smear  
German monument 

 
BERLIN:  Pol i t ic ians reacted angri ly 
Saturday after climate activists smeared a 
black l iquid on a monument near 
Germany’s lower parliamentary chamber 
on which the articles of the country’s con-
stitution are inscribed. 

The group behind the action near the 
Bundestag in Berlin, Letzte Generation (Last 
Generation), has carried out several similar 
actions to draw attention to the climate crisis. 
They posted a video online of people 
dressed in fluorescent orange safety jackets 
spraying the liquid on some of the 19, three-
metre high glass panels on which articles of 
the constitution are inscribed. They also put 
up posters bearing the slogan “Oil or consti-
tutional rights?”. The monument, called 
“Basic Law 49” in reference to West 
Germany’s 1949 constitution, was created by 
Zionist artist Dani Karavan.  

“I am shocked that the activists of the 
#LastGeneration are smearing this impor-
tant work of art on the Basic Law,” tweeted 

Baerbel Bas, president of the ruling Social 
Democrats in the Bundestag. “It stands as a 
reminder to respect our fundamental 
rights,” she added — including the right to 
freedom of expression and assembly that 
they themselves enjoyed. 

No matter what message was intended, 
Justice Minister Marco Buschmann tweeted, 
“... it can only be wrong!” “The Basic Law 

stands for freedom, democracy and the rule 
of law,” added Buschmann of the Liberal 
Democrats, one of the coalition partners of 
Germany’s ruling Social Democrats. 

Police have not yet identified the liquid 
the campaigners used in their action. The six 
activists involved have been identified and 
complaints had been filed, a police spokes-
woman told AFP. — AFP 

BERLIN: Climate activists of the “Letzte Generation” (Last Generation) smeared a black liq-
uid and put up posters on a monument near Germany’s lower parliamentary chamber on 
which are the articles of the country’s constitution are inscribed in Berlin. — AFP
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 Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem. Sheikh Salem conveyed 
sincere greetings and wishes on the conference from 
HH the Amir, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah. Sheikh Tamim 
expressed wishes to HH the Amir, HH the Crown Prince, 
the government and the Kuwaiti people. The two sides 
touched on boosting relations between the two coun-
tries in various fields.   

Meanwhile, leaders from the world’s poorest nations 
poured out their disappointment and bitterness at the 
UN summit on Sunday over the treatment of their 
countries by richer counterparts. Many made pointed 
calls for the developed powers to come good with bil-
lions of dollars of promised aid to help them escape 
poverty and battle climate change. 

Central African Republic’s president told the UN 
Least Developed Countries meeting in Doha that his 
resource-rich but impoverished nation was being “loot-
ed” by “Western powers”. UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres followed up an attack he made a day 
earlier on the “predatory” interest rates imposed by 
international banks on poor states. He said there could 
be “no more excuses” for not providing aid. 

But the opening day of general debate at the once-
in-a-decade summit saw no major announcement of 
desperately needed cash - apart from $60 million that 
host Qatar said it would give to United Nations pro-
grams. Leaders of the world’s major economies have 
been markedly absent from debate, which will last five 
days, on the turmoil in poor nations. 

At a meeting with LDC leaders on Saturday 
Guterres called for $500 billion to be mobilized for 
social and economic transformation. Leaders also 
used the f i rst  day of  publ ic  debate to renew 
demands that industrialized governments hand over 
a promised $100 billion a year to support their 
efforts to counter global warming. Presidents and 
prime ministers from Africa and the Asia-Pacific 

region made calls for financial action. 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, whose 

country of 170 million is scheduled to graduate out of 
LDC status, said poorer nations “deserve” certainty 
over financing for development and climate. “The inter-
national community must renew its commitment for real 
structural transformation in LDCs,” Hasina said. “Our 
nations do not ask for charity. What we seek are our 
due international commitments.” 

Zambia’s President Hakainde Hichilema said provid-
ing the finance was “a matter of credibility”. “LDCs 
cannot afford another lost decade,” declared Narayan 
Kaji Shrestha, deputy prime minister of Nepal, which is 
also to leave the LDC club for the Middle Income 
Countries division by 2026. Shrestha said that in the 
five decades since LDC status was established to give 
countries trade privileges and cheaper finance, they 
had been “fighting an epic battle against poverty, 
hunger, disease and illiteracy”. He highlighted that only 
six countries had so far escaped the LDC status that 
some nations consider a stigma. 

Central African Republic’s President Faustin-
Archange Touadera used his speech to lash out at 
sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council and 
other institutions against the huge but sparsely 
populated nation that has seen decades of instabili-
ty. Touadera said the country’s 5.5 million people 
could not understand how, with vast reserves of 
gold, diamonds, cobalt, oil and uranium, it “remains, 
more than 60 years after independence, one of the 
poorest in the world”. 

“Central African Republic has always been wrongly 
considered by certain Western powers as a reserve for 
strategic materials,” he added. “It has suffered a sys-
tematic looting since its independence, helped by polit-
ical instability supported by certain Western powers or 
their allies.” The country has been under a UN arms 
embargo for a decade, while the EU imposed sanctions 
against the Russian mercenary group Wagner over its 
activities in Central African Republic and other neigh-
boring countries. One sanctioned Wagner official was a 
“security adviser” to Touadera, according to the EU. 

Gold and diamond companies linked to Wagner in 
Central African Republic and Sudan were also hit by 
EU sanctions. The LDC summit lasts until March 9 
while hundreds of business executives are attending a 
parallel private sector forum. — Agencies 
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 Sinkevicius on Sunday called the treaty “a crucial step 
forward to preserve the marine life and biodiversity that 
are essential for us and the generations to come”. 
Following two weeks of intense talks, including a 
marathon overnight session Friday into Saturday, dele-
gates finalized a text that now cannot be significantly 
altered. “There will be no reopening or discussions of 
substance,” Lee told negotiators. 

The agreement will be formally adopted at a later date 
once it has been vetted by lawyers and translated into the 
United Nations’ six official languages, she announced. 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres commended the 
delegates, according to a spokesperson who said the 
agreement was a “victory for multilateralism and for 
global efforts to counter the destructive trends facing 
ocean health, now and for generations to come”. 

The high seas begin at the border of countries’ 
exclusive economic zones, which extend up to 200 
nautical miles (370 km) from coastlines. They thus fall 
under the jurisdiction of no country. Even though the 

high seas comprise more than 60 percent of the 
world’s oceans and nearly half the planet’s surface, 
they have long drawn far less attention than coastal 
waters and a few iconic species. 

Ocean ecosystems create half the oxygen humans 
breathe and limit global warming by absorbing much of 
the carbon dioxide emitted by human activities. But they 
are threatened by climate change, pollution and over-
fishing. Only about one percent of the high seas are cur-
rently protected. When the new treaty comes into force 
it will allow the creation of marine protected areas in 
these international waters. 

“High seas marine protected areas can play a critical 
role in building resilience to the impact of climate 
change,” said Liz Karan of The Pew Charitable Trusts, 
which called the agreement a “momentous achieve-
ment”. The treaty will also oblige countries to conduct 
environmental impact assessments of proposed activi-
ties on the high seas. A highly sensitive chapter on the 
sharing of potential benefits of newly discovered marine 
resources was one of the focal points of tensions before 
it was finally overcome as the scheduled talks, due to 
end Friday, overran by a day. 

Developing countries, without the means to afford 
costly research, had fought not to be excluded from the 
expected windfall from the commercialization of potential 
substances discovered in the international waters. — AFP 

Trump slams 
GOP ‘fools’ at... 
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thought leaders in America - but it has been 
swallowed whole by Trump’s far-right “Make 
America Great Again” movement, with pundits 
referring to the event lately as “MAGApalooza”. 
“We are going to finish what we started,” Trump 
said as he took to the stage, prompting a chant of 
“Four more years, four more years!” 

The 2023 edition featured speeches from some 
of the country’s most committed Trumpists - and 
even Brazil’s defeated former president Jair 
Bolsonaro - although many potential 2024 candi-
dates and Republican leadership skipped the con-

vention. The meeting drew smaller crowds than usu-
al, raising questions over its continued relevance as 
many speeches played to empty rows of seating. 

But the room was packed as Trump made his 
case for a second term, as he faces accusations of 
trying to steal the 2020 election through a multi-
step criminal conspiracy that included inciting an 
insurrection. For the most part, he rehearsed the 
same litany of voter fraud conspiracy theories and 
grievances against law enforcement and “radical 
left” prosecutors that he dusts off for every post-
presidency public appearance. 

The address offered a split screen with the con-
servative Club for Growth’s donor retreat in Florida, 
where much of the Republican establishment had 
decamped for the weekend. At CPAC, vendors 
hawked books, dating apps and even Wi-Fi services 
specifically marketed for conservatives. — AFP 


