
DAWSON, United States: Modern Texas was
built on oil, and its production has long been a
source of immense pride. But now, areas that moved
to the steady rhythm of oil derricks for more than a
century are making the state a national leader in
wind and solar energy.

A convergence of factors has led to this unexpect-
ed result: favorable weather (lots of wind and sun),
relatively cheap land, the lure of federal clean-energy
subsidies, and a desire to backstop a utility system
that failed dramatically during a 2021 cold snap. Two
counties south of Dallas, Navarro and Limestone,
symbolize this surprising shift. Inextricably part of the
Texas petroleum industry since the late 19th century,
they are now in the vanguard of the renewable revo-
lution. Wind and solar projects “have Navarro County
leading the nation with renewables,” said the county’s
economic development director, John Boswell.

Symbolizing this push is a new wind farm inaugu-
rated last week by French multinational energy com-
pany Engie, with 88 wind turbines capable of produc-
ing 300 megawatts (MW) of power. A half-hour’s
drive to the west, in the small town of Abbott, is a 250
MW solar farm, also built by Engie, that is now pro-
ducing electricity. Texas is the nation’s leader-by far-
in providing clean energy to corporate and industrial
buyers, at 35 percent of the national total, according
to the American Clean Power organization.

The state of Ohio has about half Texas’s number
of corporate and industrial projects, just ahead of
California in third place. “It’s true that when we
think about Texas, we think about this very large oil
and gas state,” said Engie executive Frank Demaille.
But, he added, its natural resources are not all
buried in the ground. “They’ve got lots of wind, lots
of sun, and are very good at managing all their dif-
ferent resources.”

Plentiful resources 
With its huge and sprawling petrochemical indus-

try, a population of 30 million, and a fierce history of
independence, Texas in many ways stands apart from
the rest of the country-for better or for worse. One
way its go-it-alone mentality did not help became
apparent in 2021, when a rare and intense cold wave
swept through the state-whose power utility was not
connected to two major national grids-provoking
electric outages that affected millions and were
blamed for more than 200 deaths.

Texas today remains primarily dependent on fossil
fuels. As of early this year, gas was its leading source
of energy (at 42 percent, according to Ercot, which
manages the state’s electrical grid). Coal trails at 11
percent. But renewable sources have carved out a
major role. Wind-generated power now provides 29
percent of Texas’s needs, with solar at 11 percent. The
remainder comes from nuclear and hydropower. By
comparison, wind was at 24 percent just two years
ago, and solar at less than 5 percent. Given Texas’s
deep investments in and long history with carbon-
based energy, experts don’t expect it to give way to
renewables anytime soon.

“I think what you’ll see in the future is a combina-
tion of both of those, because Texas is committed to
both” sources, said Jeff Montgomery, whose Blattner
Energy company is behind 400 renewable projects
across the country. Texas is a major supplier of natu-
ral gas to Europe. And now, said Demaille of Engie,
“because of the war in Ukraine, we’re importing more
gas from the US, and especially from Texas.”
Meantime, however, legislation backed by the Biden
administration and voted into law last year could
accelerate the move to renewables through substan-
tial federal subsidies.

‘Show the value’ 
Robert Lowry, superintendent of the Coolidge

school district in Limestone County, said the tax rev-

enues that renewable-energy projects generate can
make a difference for school systems like his. “We
have the funds now to be able to do some great things
for our kiddos that we’ve ever had before,” he said.

But not everyone shares that enthusiasm. John
Null, an engineer who lives near Dawson, said locals
aren’t seeing the immediate benefit they would hope
for from the huge wind turbines visible from his win-
dow. During an ice storm last month, for example, the
turbines kept turning but, linked to a broader net-
work, provided no energy to the neighboring commu-
nity. He said wind power needs to be “properly
pitched” to the public. “Show me the value,” he said,
and people would support wind energy. In some
areas, renewable projects are touted as providing
power to poorer neighborhoods. — AFP
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DAWSON, United States: Engie Executive Vice President
Frank Demaille speaks during a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny for the dedication of the Limestone Wind Project in
Dawson, Texas. 

DAWSON, United States: In this file photo taken on February 28, 2023, Engie employees inspect wind tur-
bines during a tour for the dedication of the Limestone Wind Project in Dawson, Texas. —AFP photos

Wind power provides 29% and solar 11% of Texas’ needs 

Wind and solar stake claim to land of oil

Knowledge forum
supports ‘New 
Kuwait’ vision
KUWAIT: General Secretariat of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development, repre-
sented by the National Knowledge Economy
Center, held the third Knowledge Economy Forum
virtually under the theme “Knowledge Markets”
on March 5 and 6.

Secretary General of SCPD Khaled Mahdi said
in a press statement that the forum aims at build-
ing an environment that supports the New Kuwait
2035 vision, towards the transformation to a
knowledge economy, and educate public institu-
tions and leaders on the importance of knowledge
and its role in strengthening competitiveness and
diversify economic rules.

Mahdi said among the goals of the forum is to
build cooperation bridges with the international
community in the field of knowledge economy
and benefit from international experience in deal-
ing with knowledge activities, in addition to
introducing the principle of knowledge markets in
the third millennium.

He said the forum will have several discussion
sessions in which a group of experts in the field of
knowledge economy will participate, adding that
the sessions will allude to knowledge markets and
its role in supporting state economies, the future
of job opportunities and skills within the knowl-
edge markets, and education and scientif ic
research requirements in the knowledge economy,
in addition to the legislative environment of
knowledge markets.

Mahdi emphasized the importance of accurate

understanding of the knowledge economy principle,
that is mainly building on knowledge, as knowledge
is considered the main mover of the economy, rely-
ing on communications and information technology.
He said Kuwait is moving steadily in the develop-
ment of a knowledge economy, attempting to
achieve it through benefitting from successful expe-
riences by the best countries in the field. He said it
is necessary to invest in education and training to
reach the structural transformation of the knowl-
edge economy at the level of wholesome economy
policies and the business environment, which needs
time and effort to achieve.

Mahdi said Kuwait considers knowledge econo-
my as an important need, and that is why it is in
consecutive development plans and considered
among the main initiatives that should be achieved
in both the public and private sectors. He said
Kuwait considers knowledge economy, which builds
human capital, as a main pillar among the national
development plan pillars from which several goals
are derived, represented in quality education, rais-
ing capacity of higher education, security and safe-
ty, as well as empowering youth and fixing defects
of the marketplace to strengthen social cohesion.

Khaled Mahdi

Increase in business
inflows boosts Saudi
Arabia’s non-oil sector
RIYADH: Business activity in the non-oil economy
of Saudi Arabia hit an eight-year high in February
as output in the kingdom recorded substantial
growth. The reading for the Arab world’s largest
economy on the Riyad Bank purchasing managers’
index rose to 59.8 in February from 58.2 in January,
marking the fastest growth in non-oil private sector
business conditions since March 2015.

The reading was well above the neutral 50 mark
that separates growth from contraction. A “sharp
and accelerated” increase in business inflows
boosted the non-oil sector, with total new orders
rising to the greatest extent since September 2014. 

Saudi Arabia’s economy grew 8.7 percent in
2022, boosted by a sharp increase in the kingdom’s
oil and non-oil sectors, according to initial govern-
ment estimates, according to reports. Non-oil activ-
ities increased by 5.4 percent during the 12-month
period to the end of December, data from the
General Authority for Statistics showed. The king-
dom’s preliminary estimates for 2023 indicate gross
domestic product growth of 3.1 percent.

The International Monetary Fund expects the
kingdom’s economy to grow by 2.6 percent this
year and by 3.4 percent in 2024. More than 42 per-
cent of surveyed companies indicated that new
orders had risen in February as market conditions
improved and client numbers increased, according
to the latest PMI survey. Export orders also rose at
a “quicker” pace.

The survey also showed that both employment
and purchasing activity increased in February as

businesses expanded inventories to a greater
degree than in January.

Job numbers rose at the second-fastest rate in
five years, as companies attempted to fill vacan-
cies to meet future demand, the survey said.
Increased labor capacity meant that firms “con-
tinued to finalize orders on time and cut their
backlogs”, though the rate of decrease was the
softest for eight months, it said. A rise in purchase
costs played a role in accelerating an overall
increase in costs, which led to inflation reaching
levels higher than those seen in November 2022.
Companies raised the prices of their products
and services as staff wages also continued to rise
for the fourth straight month. 

Saudi Arabia’s inflation rate for 2022 was esti-
mated at 2.6 percent and, according to prelimi-
nary forecasts, is expected at 2.1 percent in 2023,
Saudi Finance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan
said in December.

“Following a decline to an 11-month low in
January, there was a significant acceleration in infla-
tion for the prices of outputs, which remained
strong overall,” the survey said. The outlook for
activity over the next 12 months was also strong,
remaining above the average recorded in 2022.

Meanwhile, the PMI survey for Egypt, the Arab
world’s third largest economy, recorded a slight
improvement in operating conditions in February as
the rate of output decline eased from the previous
month. The seasonally adjusted S&P Global Egypt
Purchasing Managers’ Index reading rose to 46.9
last month from 45.5 in January, indicating a softer
downturn. The index remained below the 50 neutral
mark. Demand in the country’s non-oil economy
continued to be affected by high inflation and sup-
ply chain pressures, with job numbers falling at their
fastest rate in nine months, the survey said.
However, inflationary pressures softened from
January’s recent highs, it added. — Agencies

France faces huge
strikes over 
pension reform
PARIS: French trade unions are heading for what is
expected to be a decisive showdown with President
Emmanuel Macron over pension reform, with massive
strikes from Tuesday aiming to bring the country “to
a standstill”. After five separate days of protests so
far this year, this week’s stoppages herald a new
phase in the battle between the centrist government
and opponents of the changes, which includes an
overwhelmingly majority of French voters.

“We always said that we would go into a higher
gear if necessary,” the head of the influential hard-
left CGT union, Philippe Martinez, told the Journal du
Dimanche newspaper on Sunday. “It will be the case
on Tuesday.” More than 260 demonstrations are
expected nation-wide, many in small and medium-
sized towns where opposition to the reform is strong,
while strikes will affect transport, the energy sector
and public services.

Police are expecting between 1.1-1.4 million peo-

ple to hit the streets, a source told AFP on condition
of anonymity. The upper limit of that range would
represent the biggest day of protests in decades,
higher than the 1.27 million who took part in demon-
strations on January 31, and bigger than previous
pension reform protests in 2010.

Unions representing workers on the national
SNCF railways, the Paris metro and the energy sec-
tor, including refineries, have called for rolling strikes
for the first time, with other industries expected to
join in. All eight major French trade unions have
called for the stoppages to bring the country “to a
standstill” on Tuesday, with shopkeepers also
encouraged to down shutters. “The 7th (Tuesday) is
going to be very difficult,” Transport Minister
Clement Beaune admitted on Friday, calling on work-
ers to stay home where possible.

Unfair reform? 
Macron’s plan to raise the official age of retire-

ment from 62 to 64 is a flagship policy of his second
term in office, which began last year after he defeat-
ed far-right leader Marine Le Pen. He has called the
change “essential” because of deficits forecast for the
system for most of the next 25 years, according to
analysis by the independent pensions ombudsman.
France also lags behind its neighbors and other major

European economies where the retirement age has
already been hiked to 65 or above to reflect higher
life expectancy. But opponents see the changes as

unfair, penalizing low-skilled workers who start their
careers early, while reducing the right to leisure and
a long retirement at the end of working life. —AFP

PARIS: In this file photo taken on January 19, 2023, demonstrators gather at Place de la Republique dur-
ing a rally called by French trade unions in Paris. — AFP


