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View of Rana Begum’s piece No. 1225 Chainlink during the media preview day of the Desert X exhibit. View of Matt Johnson’s piece Sleeping Figure during the media preview day of the Desert X exhibit. 

C
hris Rock finally hit back at Will 
Smith on Saturday in a brutal 
stand-up routine, a year after the 

actor slapped him in front of a global TV 
audience for the Oscars. 

The comedian came out swinging, 
accusing the Hollywood star of “selective 
outrage” when he reacted to a jibe about 
Jada Pinkett Smith’s shaved head, and 
saying Smith lashed out at a shorter man 
because he was annoyed his wife had 
cheated on him. 

“Will Smith practices selective out-
rage,” Rock told an audience in a show 
that was streamed l ive on Netf l ix. 
“Everybody that really knows, knows I 
had nothing to do with that. I didn’t have 
any entanglements,” he said, referring to 
Pinkett Smith’s acknowledged marital 
infidelity. 

Rock was presenting an Oscar in 
Hollywood last March when he made a 
crack about Pinkett  Smith’s c losely 
cropped head. She has alopecia. The 

“Men in Black” star mounted the stage 
and slapped the comedian hard across 
the face, before returning to his seat 
and yelling obscenities at the presen-
ter. 

A few minutes later, Smith was pre-
sented with an Oscar for best actor for 
h is ro le in “King Richard.”  He later 
apologized to Rock, but was banned 
from the Oscars for a decade. Rock 
was praised for his measured response 
on the night, and has maintained near 
silence on the issue in the year since. 

But on Saturday night’s livestream 
from Baltimore, he let rip. “People ask 
‘Did it  hurt?’. I t  st i l l  hurts,” he said. 
“Will Smith is significantly bigger than 
me. Will Smith played Muhammad Ali 
in a movie. You think I auditioned for 
that?” 

The comedian said Smith had been 
widely mocked after an episode of his 
wife’s podcast in which the couple talked 
about her affair and how it affected him. 

“Why would you do that?” he asked. 
Many people have been cheated on, but 
the Hollywood power couple are the only 
ones who discussed it in public that way, 
he said. 

“Everybody in the world called him a 

b****. They called his wife a predator. 
Everybody called him a b****,” he said, 
noting that he had tried to offer condo-
lences after news of the affair became 
public. Rock said the animosity from 
Pinkett Smith stemmed from a few years 

earlier when she had called on him to 
boycott the Oscars because her husband 
had been overlooked for his 2015 movie 
“Concussion.” 

Rock, who at times appeared gen-
uinely angry, said before last year he had 
always loved Smith, first as a rapper, and 
then as an actor. “He’d made some great 
movies. I’ve rooted for Will Smith my 
whole life,” but now, he said, he was 
rooting for the slave master who beats 
Smith’s character in his latest movie, 
“Emancipation.” 

Rock’s show was the first live comedy 
event for Netflix, with the platform report-
edly also looking at offering live sports. 
Rivals including Disney+ and Amazon 
Prime Video already offer live events 
including sports and musical performanc-
es. Netflix hosts a live comedy festival at 
dozens of venues in Los Angeles, but 
those shows have not yet been available 
to stream live on its platform. This year’s 
Oscars will be held on March 12. — AFP 

Chinese tattoo 
artist tells  
women’s stories 
through ink 
 

F
or over two years, Chinese tattoo 
artist Song Jiayin has interviewed her 
female clients and posted the results 

online, recording the memories, hopes 
and fears of hundreds of women in ink 
and video. Her designs-from a sunset to a 
delicately stylized uterus and images of 
beloved pets-are as varied as the 
women’s motivations for getting them 
etched on their bodies. 

In a country where spaces for female 
self-expression have shrunk in recent 
years, getting a tattoo can feel like an 
empowering act. “When you choose to 
get tattooed, and choose a different 
image to put on your body, you are actu-
ally taking action to say, I control my 
body,” Song told AFP. 

China’s Communist Party has long 
exercised control over women’s bodies 
through coercive reproductive legislation, 
such as the now-abandoned one-child 
policy. Under President Xi Jinping, 
authorities have cracked down on almost 
every kind of feminist activism, restricting 
NGOs, arresting high-profile figures and 
suspending social media accounts. 
Conservative attitudes valuing women 
primarily for their appearance and child-

bearing remain the norm, reinforced by 
state media and popular culture. 

Song, who describes herself as a femi-
nist, sees her project as an open-ended 
documentary that she hopes will help both 
promote women’s voices and challenge 
stereotypes. “I want to give (women) a big-
ger platform for more people to see what 
they express,” she said. The “1,000 Girls” 
videos all stick to a simple format-they 
start off with an ice-breaker: “What is your 
zodiac sign?” But in the conversations that 
follow, interviewees share intimate 
thoughts about mental health, gender, 
anxieties about growing older, and the 
deaths of loved ones. 

 
‘Worst form’ of sexism  
Inside Song’s book-filled studio last 

month, 27-year-old Liao Jingyi was excit-
ed to become a part of the project-and 
receive her first-ever tattoo. Lying on the 
tattoo table with her jeans rolled up on one 

side, Liao braced herself as the needle 
moved over her skin, and the outlines of 
crashing waves and a boulder gradually 
took shape on her calf. She said she was 
inspired by a professor she looked up to at 
university, who told her to be like a “rock 
whose edges have not been worn down”. 

While tattoos are not uncommon in 
China’s more cosmopolitan and wealthier 
areas, women in particular still face scruti-
ny over their appearance. 

Getting inked, or not conforming to tra-
ditional styles, is frowned upon in conser-
vative circles. The recent suicide of a 
young woman who became the target of 
misogynistic online abuse after posting a 
photo of herself with pink hair spotlighted 
the intense pressure women can face. 
“When a woman doesn’t conform, she 
gets attacked and her morality gets ques-
tioned... It is sexism, rooted in gender 
inequality, in its worst form,” writer and 
social commentator Lijia Zhang told AFP. 

Defying disapproval  
One client, a woman in her 30s who 

chose to be tattooed with rainbow 
motifs, said she had wanted to get 
inked as a younger woman but her 
boyfriend had threatened to break up 
with her. Another woman, a doctor who 
asked for a design based on her 
grandparents’ purple hydrangeas, said 
that at her hospital many patients 
would feel a tattooed doctor “doesn’t 
seem to be responsible enough”. 

Song said she was especially moved 
by a woman in her 40s who had come in 
for her first tattoo. Song recalled the 
woman asking: “I have been a mother, a 
wife, now can I be myself and get a tat-
too of whatever I want?” 

 
Broken chain  
One of Song’s own tattoos near 

her elbow stands out in particular. It 
depicts a broken chain as a tribute to 
X iaohuamei ,  a  woman who was 
found t rapped in a shack in rura l 
Ch ina wi th  a  cha in  and pad lock 
around her neck last year. 

Thought to be a victim of human traf-
ficking, news of her plight sent shock-
waves throughout the country. Several 
clients have asked for the same tattoo. “I 
think any woman seeing this, including 
her being forced to have eight children, 
would feel immense heartache,” Song 
said. “I think we have struggled for too 
long. This struggle for women to gain 
rights has gone on for too long.” — AFP  

 

In this file photo taken on March 27, 2022 US actor Will Smith slaps US actor Chris Rock onstage 
during the 94th Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, California.  —  AFP 

Prince Harry  
says always felt 
‘different’ from 
other UK royals 
 

P
rince Harry reportedly revealed he 
has long felt “slightly different” to the 
rest of Britain’s royal family in an 

interview on Saturday with a trauma 
expert. In a wide-ranging discussion with 
Dr Gabor Mate, Harry, 38, described him-
self as coming from a “broken home” and 
said he was trying not to pass “trauma” 
onto his children, according to reports of 
the live-streamed conversation. 

The interview follows the January pub-
lication of the prince’s controversial mem-
oir, “Spare”, in which he admitted his ado-
lescence was marked by drugs and alco-
hol and detailed the breakdown in his 
relationships with father King Charles III, 
and brother William. 

“I certainly have felt throughout my 
life, my younger years, I felt slightly dif-
ferent to the rest of my family,” Harry told 
Mate, according to numerous media 
reports on the interview. “I felt strange 
being in this container, and I know that 
my mum felt the same so it makes 
sense to me,” he added, referring to his 
late mother Princess Diana. 

Harry went on to credit his wife 
Meghan Markle for having “saved” him. “I 
was stuck in this world, and she was from 
a different world and helped draw me out 
of that,” he said, describing her as “an 
exceptional human being”. 

During the conversation, Mate — the 
author of several books on trauma, 
addiction and illness — publicly diag-
nosed Harry with attention deficit disor-
der (ADD). Summarizing the prince’s 
life, which has included losing his moth-
er at the age of 12 and later serving 
with Britain’s armed forces in 
Afghanistan, Mate said there was “a lot 
of trauma and suffering”. 

California-based Harry, who quit the 
UK and royal life with Meghan in 2020 
amid a rift with the monarchy, opened up 
about his parenting style towards their 
two children, three-year-old Archie and 
one-year-old Lilibet. 

“I feel a huge responsibility not to 
pass on any trauma or negative experi-
ences that I’ve had as a kid or as a man 
growing up,” he said. “There are times 
when I catch myself when I should be 
smothering them with that love but I 
might not be.” He added that together 
with Meghan they were trying to learn 
“from our own past and overlapping 
those mistakes, perhaps, and growing 
to break that cycle”. 

In his memoir, Harry acknowledges 
using cannabis regularly earlier in life, 
and cocaine on several occasions when 
he was a teenager, saying he was “willing 
to try almost anything that would alter the 
pre-established order”. He reiterated to 
Mate that cocaine “didn’t do anything for 
me” but said marijuana was “different”. 

“That actually really did help me,” he 
said, according to Britain’s Press 
Association. The publication of “Spare” 
— in which Harry claims elder brother 
William attacked him during an argu-
ment about Meghan — is said to have 
significantly worsened relations 
between the self-exiled couple and oth-
er senior royals. It remains unclear 
whether they will attend Charles’ land-
mark coronation in early May. — AFP 

O
ut in the California desert, nestled 
between billboards advertising hair-
line restoration and varicose vein 

removal, six hauntingly beautiful images of 
steel bridges and sunsets loom incongru-
ously over the dusty highway. 

They are photographs taken by Tyre 
Nichols, a 29-year-old amateur photogra-
pher who in January became the latest 
high-profile Black victim of US police bru-
tality during a traffic stop in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The billboards have been 
installed in Palm Springs for Desert X, an 
art exhibition known for placing giant out-
door installations — often with political 
messages — against the stunning, arid 
mountain backdrop. 

“Nearly all of us know about Tyre 
through his tragic and brutal death in the 
hands of law enforcement in Memphis,” 
said artistic director Neville Wakefield, at a 
press conference launching the festival. 
“What we may not know is the insights that 
he gave into his life through his art.” 

California-raised Nichols was a keen 
photographer who trained his camera on 
the bridges, murals, neon lights and fiery 
sunsets of his adopted home city of 
Memphis, exploring the connections 
between people and their surroundings. 

“My vision is to bring my viewers deep 
into what I am seeing through my eye and 
out through my lens,” Nichols wrote on his 
website. The choice of a roadside installa-
tion site for his works was deliberate, 
organizers said. On January 7, Nichols — 
who had been taking photos of a sunset, 
his family said later — was stopped by 
police on suspicion of reckless driving, and 
beaten viciously. He died in hospital three 
days later. 

 
‘Ending the violence’ 
Wakefield said the “images of serenity 

and connection flying above the roadside” 
were particularly relevant because this 
type of location “is often where this vio-
lence unfortunately takes place.” 
Members of Nichols’ family, who 
approved the installation only a few days 

ago, hope the artwork will spotlight a 
California draft bill that would limit the 
power of police to stop drivers for minor 
infractions without specific cause. 

In a statement from their representa-
tive, they called the bill “a much-needed 
step towards ending the violence Black 
people face when confronted by police at 
traffic stops.” The late addition of Nichols’ 
work to Desert X was motivated by “featur-
ing Tyre as an artist, and showing his 
work, and having people engage with that 
emotionally,” festival founder Susan Davis 
told AFP. “So many times these senseless 
deaths become just a name... it’s making 
the invisible visible.” 

 
‘Treasure hunt’ 
Founded six years ago, Desert X 

invites artists from around the world to 

visit the Palm Springs region and create 
a new work to be installed in the 
Coachella Valley. Across the first three 
biennial editions, which typically run for 
around two months, some 1.2 million 
people have visited. 

The artworks are free to visit, and are 
scattered across the valley in what Davis 
describes as a “treasure hunt” that visitors 
can tackle over one day or several. Also 
on display this year is “Sleeping Figure,” a 
haphazard-looking pile of discarded ship-
ping containers that have been welded 
together to stick up out of the desert floor 
at improbable angles. 

First conceived of by artist Matt 
Johnson when a giant container ship got 
stuck in the Suez Canal in 2021, they 
have taken on “an entirely additional 
meaning” with the recent spate of US 

train derailments, said Davis. “I started 
thinking about these containers as ves-
sels of consumption” after the pandemic 
caused huge blockages in the global sup-
ply chain, said Johnson. 

Another featured artwork is “Chainlink,” 
a nebulous maze-like structure construct-
ed from yellow wire fencing. And then 
there is “Immersion,” a giant gameboard 
on which visitors can walk and learn about 
local Indigenous traditions via QR codes 
linking to audio recordings. As well as 
social justice, several of this year’s proj-
ects address water scarcity, environmental 
degradation and the climate crisis. Desert 
X runs from March 4 to May 7.— AFP 

Chinese tattoo artist Song Jiayin sketching a 
tattoo on the leg of her client Liao Jingyi at 
her studio in Beijing. 

This photo shows a chain tattoo on the arm 
of Chinese tattoo artist Song Jiayin at her 
studio in Beijing. — AFP photos 

In this file photo Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of 
Sussex and Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of 
Sussex, react as they attend the annual One 
Young World Summit at Bridgewater Hall in 
Manchester, northwest England.—AFP  


